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BTvITISH  PLUTARCH. 

The  life  of 
Wl  L  L  I  A  M  S  H  A  K  E  S  P  E  A  R. 


THERE  have  been  fome  ages  in  which 
Providence  feemed  pleafed,  in  a  mod 
remarkable  manner,  to  difplay  hklf,  in  giv- 
ing to  the  world  the  iinefl  geniufes  to  illumi- 
nate a  people  formerly  barbarous.  After  a 
long  night  of  Gothic  ignorance,  after  many 
ages  of  prielflcraft  and  fuperftition,  learning 
and  genius  vifited  our  iiland  in  the  days  of  the 
renowned  Elizabeth.  It  was  then  that  liberty 
began  to  dawn,  and  the  people,  having  (hook 
off  the  reftraints  of  prieftly  aullerity,  prefumed 
to  think  for  themfelves. 

Vol.  V.  B  At 
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ford  to  give  his  eldefl  fon  but  a  flcnder  educa- 
tion. He  had  bred  him  at  a  free-fchool, 
where  he  acquired  what  Latin  he  was  mafler 
of;  but  how  well  he  underflood  that  lan- 
guage ;  or  whether,  after  his  leaving  the 
fchooi,  he  made  a  greater  proficiency  in  it, 
has  been  difputed,  and  is  a  point  very  difficult 
to  fettle.  However,  it  is  certain,  that  Mr. 
John  Shakefpear,  our  author's  father,  was 
obliged  to  withdraw  him  early  from  fchooi, 
in  order  to  have  his'  ailiftance  in  his  own  em- 
ployment towards  fupporting  the  reft  of  the 
hmily. 

"  It  is  v.ithout  controverfy,"  fays  Rowe, 
*'  that  in  his  v^crks  v/e  fcarce  find  any  traces 
that  \oo\i  like  an  imitation  of  the  antlents." 
The  delicacy  of  his  talle,  and  the  natural  bent 
of  his  own  genius,  equal,  if  rot  fuperior,  to 
ibme  of  the  beft  of  theirs,  would  certainly 
have  led  him  to  read  and  ftudy  them  with  fo 
much  pleafure,  that  fome  of  their  fine  images 
would  naturally  have  infinuated  themfelves  in- 
to, and  been  mixed  Vv'ith,  his  ovva  writings  ; 
io  that  his  not  copying  at  kafl  fomcthing  from 
tfiem,  may  be  an  argument  of  his  never  hav- 
iLZ  "£2.d  them.  Whether  his  ignorance  of  the 
ancients  was  difadvantageous  to  him  or  no, 
may  admit  of  difpute  ;  for,  though  the  know- 
ledge of  them  might  have  made  him  more  cor- 
reft,  yet  it  is  not  improbable,  but  the  regu- 
ianty  and  deference  for  them  which  would  have 
aitended  that  corre£lnef£,  might  have  refirained 
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fome  of  that  fire,  impetuofity,  and  even  beau- 
riful  extravagance,  which  v»e  CLiinct  help  ad- 
nnring  in  Shakefpear." 

As  to  his  want  of  learning,  Mr.  Pope 
makes  the  following  jufl  obiervation  :  That 
there  is  ceitainly  a  vail  difference  between 
iearning  and  languages.  "  LIow  far  he  was 
ignorant  of  the  latter,  I  cannot,"  fays  "he-, 
*'  determine;  but  it  is  plain  he  had  iiuich 
reading,  at  leall,  if  they  will  not  call  it  learn- 
ing :  nor  is  it  any  great  maiter  if  a  mao  has 
knowledge,  whether  he  has  it  from  one  lan- 
guage or  from  another.  Nothing  is  more 
evident  than,  that  he  had  a  iziis  foi-  naruisl 
phijofophy,  mechanics,  anciont  and  modtiii 
hifrory,  poetical  learning,  and  mythology. 
V'/e  find  him  very  knowing  i'l  the  ciiflom'^ 
ritei  and  manners  of  the  Romans.  In  Corio- 
lanus  and  Julius  CiEfar,  not  only  the  fpiiit, 
but  manners,  of  the  Ronians,  are  e:<aftly 
drawn  ;  and  iHll  a  nicer  diiliriclicn  is  in&wa 
between  the  manners  of  the  Remans  in  the 
time  of  the  former  and  the  latter.  His  ref;d- 
ing  in  the  ancient  hillorians  is  no  lefs  confpi- 
cuous,  in  many  references  to  particular  paf- 
fages ;  and  the  fpeeches  copied  from  Plutarch 
in  Coriolanus,  ir.ay  as  well  be  made  inl^.anccs 
of  his  learning,  as  thofe  copied  from  Cicero 
in   the   Ciita-ine  of  Ben  Johnfon- 

**  The  manners  of  other  nations  in  gcner^J, 

the  j^gyptians,   Venetians,  French,  Lc.    are 

drawn  with  equal  proprieiy.     Whatever -ob- 

B  3  jea 
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jed  of  nature,  or  branch  of  fcience,  he  either 
fpeaks  or  defcribes,  it  is  always  with  coinpe- 
tent,  if  not  extenfive  knowledge.  His  de- 
fcriptions  are  ilill  exad,  and  his  metaphors 
appropriated,  and  remarkably  drawn,  from 
the  nature  and  inherent  qualities  of  each  fub- 
jeil. 

"  We  have  tranflations  from  OWJ  publifhed 
in  his  name,  among  thofe  poems  -which  pafs 
for  his,  and  for  fome  of  which  we  have  iin- 
doubted  authority,  being  pubiiilied  by  hirn- 
felf,  and  dedicated  to  the  earl  of  Southamp- 
ton. He  appf.'ars  alfo  to  have  been  con- 
verfant  with  Plautus,  from  whence  he  has 
taken  the  plot  of  one  of  his  playss.  He  fol- 
lows the  Greek  authors,  and  particularly  Da- 
res Phrygius  in  another;  although  I  will  not 
pretend,"  continues  Mr.  Pope,  '*  to  fay  in 
what  languages  he  read  them." 

Wir.  Warburton  has  ftrongly  contended  for 
i-'hakefpear's  learning,  and  hay  produced  many 
imitations  and  parallel  parages  with  ancient 
authors;  in  which  I  am  inclined  to  think  him 
right,  and  beg  leave  to  produce  a  few  inilances 
of  it.  '*  He  always,"  fays  Mr.  Warburton, 
*'  makes  an  antient  fpeak  the  Itmguage  of  an 
antient.     So  Julius  Csefar,  adt  i.  fcene  2. 

' Ye  Gods!  it  doth  amaze  me 


A  man  of  fuch  a  feeble  temper  fhould 
So  get  the  Itart  of  the  majedic  world, 
And  bear  the  palm  alone. 

This 
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This  noble  image  is  taken  from  the  O- 
lympic  games.  This  majelUc  Vv'orld  is  a  fine 
periphrafis  of  the  Roman  empire  ;  majeltic, 
becaufe  the  Romans  ranked  themfelves  on  a 
footing  with  kings  ;  and  a  world,  becaufe 
they  called  their  empire  Orbis  Romanus ;  but 
the  whole  ftory  feems  to  allude  to  Caefar's 
great  exemplar,  Alexander,  who,  when  he  was 
aiked,  Whether  he  would  run  the  courfe  of  the 
Olympic  games  ?  replied,  "  Yes,  if  the  racers 
were  kings,"  So  again,  in  Anthony  and  Cle- 
opatra, ad  i.  fcene  i.  Anthony  fays,  with  an 
allonilliing  fublimity,  - 

Let  Rome  in  Tyber  melt,  and  the  wide  arch 
Of  the  raz'd  empire  fall. 

Taken  from  the  Roman  cuftom  of  ralfmg  tri- 
umphal arches  to  perpetuate  their  vidlories. 

And  again,  aft.  iii.  fcene  4.  Octavia  fays 
to  Anthony,  of  the  difference  between  hira  and 
her  brother, 

— Wars  'twixt  you  twain  would  be 
A^s  if  the  world  Ihould  cleave,  and  that  flaia 
men 

Should  folder  up  the  reft. 

This  thought  feems  taken  from  the  flory  of 

Curtius  leaping  into  the  chafm  in   the  Fcram, 

in  order  to  clofe  it ;   fo  that,  as  that  was  clofed 

by  one  Roman,  if  the  whole   world  were   to 

B  4  cleave 
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cleave,  Roir.ai.s  only  could  folder  it  up.  The 
iiictaphor  of  foldering  is  extremely  exa6»,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Warburton  ;  '•'  for,"  fays  he, 
*'  as  metal  is  foldered  up  by  metal  that  is 
more  rehned  than  that  which  it  folders ;  fo  the 
tarth  was  to  be  foldered  by  men,  who  are  only 
a  more  refined  earth."  The  manners  of  other 
nations  in  general,  Egyptians,  Venetians, 
French,  &c.  are  drawn  with  equal  propriety. 
An  inftance  of  this  iliall  be  produced  with 
regard  to  the  Venetians,  In  the  Merchant  of 
\  Liiice,  ad.  iv.  fcenei. 

His  lofles. 


That  have  of  late  fo  huddled  on  his  back. 
Enough  to  prefs  a  royal  merchant  down. 

Wq  are  not  to  imagine  the  word  Royal  to  be  a 
random  founding  epithet :  it  is  ufed  with  great 
propriety  by  the  poet,  and  deiigned  to  Ibew 
him  well  acquainted  with  the  hiflory  of  the 
people  whom  he  here  brings  upon  the  lia'ge  : 
for,  when  the  French  and  the  V^enetiane,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century,  had 
ViOii  Coniiantinople,  the  French,  under  the 
cin peror  Henry,  endeavoured  to  extend  their 
ccnquells  in  the  provinces  of  the  Grecian  era- 
pi'.f,  on  the  Terra- tirma,  while  the  Veneti- 
ans, being  maileis  cf  the  fea,  gave  liberty  to 
any  fubjedl  of  the  republic,  who  would  ht  cat 
vcikls,  to  make  themlelves  mailers  of  the  illcs 
pf  the  Archipelago  aiid  other  maritiir.e  place?, 

to 
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to  enjoy  their  conquefts  in  fovereignty,  only 
doing  homage  to  the  republic  for  their'  feveral 
principalities. 

In  purfuance  of  this  licence,  the  Sanadqs, 
the  juiliniani,  the_Grimaldi,  the  Suniip.avipas, 
and  others,  all  Venetian  merchants,  ereiled 
principalities  in  the  feveral  places  of  the  Ar- 
chipelago ;  and  thereby  became  truly  and  pro- 
perly R.oyal  Merchants.  But  there  are  feveral 
places  which  one  cannot  forbear  thinking  a 
tranflation  from  claiTic  writers,  fn  the  Tem- 
peir,  adv.  fcene  11.  Profpero  fays. 


I  have 


Called  forth  the  mutinous  winds. 

And,  'twixt  the    green  fea,    and  the   azar'd 

vault. 
Set  roaring  war  ;  to  the  dread  ratling  thundei' 
Have  I  given  fire,  and  rifted  Jove's'ilout  oak 
V/ith  his  own  bolt;  the  llrong  bas'd  promon- 
tory 
Have  I  made  Ihahe^   and  by  the  fpurs  pluckt 

The  pine  and  cedar;  graves,  at  my  command. 
Have  wak'd  their  fieepers,  op'd  and  let  them 

forth 
By  my  fo  potent  art. 

So  P^Iedea,  in  Ovid's  Metamorphofes, 

Stantla  concatio  canta  freta  ;  nubila  pello, 
Nubilaqueinduco,  ventos  abigo  que,  vocoque, 
Vivaque  faxa  fua  convulfaque  robora  terra 

B  5  Et 
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Etfylvas  moveo  ;  jubeoque  hemifcere  montes, 
Et  mugire  folum,   inanefque  exire  fepulcbris. 

But  to  return  to  the  incidents  of  his  life. 
Upon  his  quitting  the  granimar-fchool,  he 
feems  to  have  entirely  devoted  himfelf  to  that 
way  of  living  which  his  father  propofed  ;  and, 
in  order  to  fettle  in  the  world  after  a  family 
manner,  thought  fit  to  marry  while  he  v^as  yet 
very  young.  His  wife  was  the  daughter  of 
one  Hatchway,  faid  to  have  been  a  fubllantial 
yeoman  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stratford. 

In  this  kind  of  domeftic  obfcurity  he  conti- 
nued for  fome  time,  till,  by  an  unhappy  in- 
ftance  of  mi(condu6l,  he  was  obliged  to  quit 
the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  take  fhelter  in 
London  j  which  luckily  proved  the  occafion 
of  difplaying  one  of  the  greatell  geniufes  that 
ever  was  known  in  dramatic  poetry.  He 
had  the  mfsfo  tune  to  fall  into  ill  company. 
Among  thefe  were  fome  who  made  a  frequent 
practice  of  deer-ftealing,  and  who  engaged 
him  more  than  once  in  robbing  a  park  that 
belonged  to  Sir  Thomas  Lucy,  of  Charlecot, 
rear  Stratford  ;  for  which  he  was  profecuted 
by  that  gentleman,  as  he  thought,  fomevvhat 
too  feverely ;  and,  in  order  to  revenge  him- 
felf for  this  fuppofed  ill  ufage,  he  made  a  bal- 
lad upon  him;  and,  though  this,-  probably 
the  firJi  eflay  of  his  poetry,  be  loft,  yet  it  is 
faid  to  have  been  fo  very  bitter,  that  it  re- 
doubled the  profecution  againft  him  to  that 
degree,  that  he  was  obliged  to  leave  his  buR- 

nefs 
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nefs  and  family  for  iome  time,  and  (helter  him- 
felf  in  London. 

This  Sir  Thomas  Lucy  was,  it  is  faid,  af- 
terwards ridiculed  by  Shakefpear,  under  the 
well  known  charafter  of  Juliice  Shallow,  it 
is  at  this  time,  and  upon  this  accident,  that  he 
i>  faid  to  have  made  his  firil  acquaintance  i;i 
th'^  playhoufe. 

Here  J  cannot  forbear  relating-  aftory  which 
Sir  William  Davenant  told  Mr.  Betterton,why 
communicated  it  to  Mr.  Rowe;  Rowe  told  it 
Mr.  Pope  ;  and  Mr.  Pope  told  it  to  Dr.  New- 
ton, the  late  editor  of  Milton;  and  from  a 
gentleman  who  heard  it  of  him  it  is  here  re- 
lated. 

"  Concerning  Shakefpear's  firil  appearance 
in  the  play-houfe,  when  he  came  to  Loridou 
he  was  without  money  and  friends ;  and,  be- 
ing a  ftranger,  he  knew  not  to  whom  to  ap- 
ply, nor  by  what  means  to  fupport  himfelf. 
At  that  time,  coaches  not  being  in  ufe,  and 
as  gentlemen  were  accuftomed  to  ride  to  the 
piay-houfe,  Shakefpear,  driven  to  the  lafl:  ne> 
ceility,  went  to  the  play-houfe  door,  and 
picked  up  a  little  money  by  taking  care  of  the 
gentlemen's  horfesvvho  came  to  the  phiy.  Fie 
became  eminent  even  in  that  profeilion,  and 
was  taken  notice  of  for  his  diligence  and  Ikill 
in  it.  He  had  foan  more  bufinefs  than  he 
himfelf  could  manage,  and  aL  lafl  hired  boys 
under  him,  who  were  known  by  the  name  of 
Shakefpear's  boys." 

B  6  Some 
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Some  of  the  players  accidentally  converfe- 
ing  with  him,  found  him  fo  acute,  and  maimer 
of  fo  fine  a  converfation,  that,  liruck  there- 
with, they  recommended  him  to  the  houfe, 
in  which  he  was  firll  admitted  in  a  very  low 
flation  ;  but  he  did  not  long  remain  fo,  for  he 
ibon  dillinguifhed  himfelf,  if  not  as  an  extra- 
ordinary ador,  at  leafl  as  a  fine  writer.  Hi? 
name  is  printed,  as  the  cuflom  was  in  thofe 
times,  amongfl  thofe  of  the  other  players,  be- 
fore fome  old  plays,  but  without  any  particu- 
lar account  of  what  fort  of  parts  he  ufed  to 
play  ;  and  Mr.  Rowe  fays,  That,  though  he 
very  carefully  enquired,  he  found  the  top  of 
liis  performance  was  the  ghoil  in  his  own  Ham- 
let. 

•'  I  fnould  have  been  much  more  pleafed," 
continues  Rowe,  '*  to  have  learned,  from  fome 
certain  authority,  which  was  the  firll  play  he 
writ.  It  would  be,  without  doubt,  a  pleafure 
to  any  man  curious  in  things  of  this  kind,  to 
fee  and  know  what  was  the  firll  elTay  of  a  fancy 
like  Shakefpear's." 

The  higheft  date  v/nich  Rowe  has  been  able 
to  trace,  is  Romeo  and  Juliet,  in  1597,  when 
ihe  author  was  thirty-three  years  old  ;  and 
Richard  II.  and  III.  the  next  year;  viz.  the 
thirty-fourth  of  his  age. 

Though  the  order  of  time  in  which  his  fe- 
veral  pieces  were  v/ritten  be  generally  uncer- 
lain,  yet  there  are  paffages  in  fome  few  of 
ilx^m  that  feem  to  fix  their  dates.    So  the  cho- 
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rus  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  ad  of  Henry  V, 
by  a  compliment  very  handfomely  turned  to 
the  earl  of  Efiex,  (hews  the  play  to  have  been 
written  when  that  lord  was  general  to  the 
queen  in  Ireland  ;  and  his  euiogium  upon 
queen  Elizabeth,  and  her  fucceflbr  king  James, 
in  the  latter  end  of  Kenry  VIII.  is  a  proof 
of  that  play's  being  written  after  the  accefiion 
of  the  latter  of  thefe  two  princes  to  the  throne 
of  England. 

Whatever  the  particular  times  cf  his  writ- 
ings were,  the  people  of  the  age  he  lived  in, 
who  began  to  grow  wonderfully  fond  of  di- 
verfions  of  this  kind,  could  not  but  be  highly 
pleafed  to  fee  a  genius  arife  amongll  them,  d 
fo  pleafurable,  fo  rich  a  vein,  and  (o  plenti- 
fully capable  of  furniihing  their  favourite  en- 
tertainments. 

Befides  the  advantage  which  Shakefpear  had 
over  all  men  in  the  article  of  wit,  he  was  of  a 
fvveet,  gentle,  amiable  difpofition,  and  was  a 
niOil:  agreeable  companion  ;  fo  that  he  became 
dear  to  all  that  knew  him,  both  as  a  friend 
and  as  a  poet ;  and  by  that  means  was  intro- 
duced into  the  beft  companv,  and  held  con- 
verfation  with  the  fineft  characlers  of  his 
time. 

Queen  Elizabeth  had  feveral  of  his  plays 
a£led  before  her;  and  that  princefs  was 
too  quick  a  difcerner,  and  rewarder  of 
merit,  to  fuffer  that  of  Shakefpear's  to  be 
negleded.  It  is  that  maiden  princefs  plainly 
Vv'hom  he  intends  by 
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-A  fair  veflal,  throned  by  the  well. 

Midfumrrer  Night  Dream. 


And,  in  the  fame  play,  he  gives  us  a  poetical 
and  lively  reprefentation  of  the  queen  of  Scots, 
and  the  fate  (he  met  with. 

Thou  rememb'refl, 


Since  once  I  fat  upon  a  promontory. 
And  heard  a  fea-maid,  on  a  dolphin's  back, 
Uttering  fuch  dulcet  and  harmonious  breath, 
That  the  rude  fea  grew  civil  at  her  fong. 
And  certain  fiars  fhot  madly  from  their  fpheres 
To  hear  the  fea-maid's  mufic. 

Queen  Elizabeth  was  fo  well  pleafed  with 
the  admirable  character  of  FalllafF,  in  the  two 
parts  of  Heni^^V.  that  (he  commanded  h'im 
to  continue Ipn^one  play  more,  and  to  make 
him  in  love.  This  is  faid  to  have  been  the 
occafion  of  his  writing  the  Merry  Wives  of 
Windibr.  Kow  well  fne  was  obeyed,  the 
play  itfelf  is  a  proof.  And  here  I  cannot 
help  obferving.  That  a  poet  feldom  fucceeds 
in  any  lubjed  aiTigned  him,  fo  well  as  in  that 
which  is  his  own  choice,  and  where  he  has 
the  liberty  of  felecling. 

Nothing  is  more  certain,  than,  that  Shake- 
fpear  ha's  tailed  in  the  ?\4erry  Wives  of  Wind- 
for  :  and,  though  that  comedy  iy  not  without 
merit,  yet  it  falls  fhort  of  his  other  plays 
in   which    Falllaff  is   introduced  ;    and    that 

knight 
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knight  is  not  half  fo  witty  in  the  Merry 
Wives  of  W^indfor  as  in  king  Henry  IV.  The 
humour  is  fcarccly  natural,  and  does  not  ex- 
cite to  laughter  fo  much  as  the  other. 

It  appears  by  the  epilogue  to  Henry  IV. 
that  the  part  of  FalftafFwas  written  originally 
under  the  name  of  Oldcallle.  Some  of  that 
family  be^'ng  then  remaining,  the  queen  was 
pleafed  to  command  him  to  alter  it;  upon 
which,  he  made  ufe  of  the  name  of  FaldafF. 
The  fir  ft  ofFence  was  indeed  avoided  ;  but  I 
am  not  fure  whether  the  author  might  not  be 
fomewhat  to  blame  in  his  fecond  choice,  fince 
it  is  certain  that  Sir  John  Falitaff,  who  was  a 
kniglit  of  the  garter,  and  a  lieutenant-general, 
was  a  name  of  dillinguifhed  merit  in  the  wars 
with  France,  in  the  time  of  Henry  V.  and 
Henry  VI. 

Shakefpear,  befides  the  queen^s  bounty, 
was  patronifed  by  the  earl  of  ^uthampton, 
famous  in  thehiftory  of  that  time  for  his  friend- 
ihip  to  the  earl  of  EfTex.  It  vvas  to  that  no- 
bleman he  dedicated  his  poem,  of  Venus  and 
Adonis  ;  and  it  is  reported,  that  his  lordOiip 
o-ave  our  author  a  thoufand  pounds  to  enable 
liim  to  go  through  with  a  purchafe  he  heard 
he  had  a  mind  to  make.  A  bounty,  at  that 
time,  very  confiderable,  as  cnoney  was  then 
valued.  There  are  few  inftances  of  fuch  libe- 
rality in  our  times. 

There  is (||^  certain  account  when  Shake- 
fpear quitted  the  ftage  for  a  private^ Jife. 
Some  have  thought  that  Spenfer'.s  Thalia^^p 


f' 
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the  Tears  of  the  Mufes,  where  ihe  laments 
the  lofs  of  her  "Willy,  in  the  comic  fcene,  re- 
lates to  our  poet's  abandoning  the  ftage  :  but 
it  is  well  known  that  Spenfer  himfelf  died  in 
the  year  1598  ;  and  five  years  after  this  we 
find  Shakelpear's  name  among  the  aclors  in 
Ben  Johnfon's  Sejanus,  which  firft  made  its 
appearance  in  1603  :  nor  could  he  then  have 
any  thoughts  of  retiring,  fince,  that  very  year, 
a  licence,  by  king  James  I,  was  granted  to  him, 
with  Barbage,  Philips,  Kemmings,  Ccndel, 
&:c.  to  exercife  the  art  of  playing  comedies, 
tragedies,  &c.  as  well  at  their  ufual  houfe, 
called  the  Globe,  on  the  other  fide  the  water, 
as  in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom,  during 
his  majcfty's  pleafure.  This  licence  is  printed 
in  Rymer's  Fcsdera.  Befides,  it  is  certain  Shake- 
fpear  did  not  write  Macbeth  till  after  the  ac- 
ceiiion  of  king  James  I.  which  he  did  as  a 
compliment  to  him,  as  he  there  embraces  the 
do<5lrine  of  witches ;  of  which  his  majefty 
was  fo  fond,  ihat  he  wrote  a  book  called  Dis- 
monalogy,  iii'defence  of  their  exiftence;  and 
likewife,  at  that  time,  began  to  touch  for 
the  evil ;  which  Shakefpear  has  taken  notice 
of,  and  paid  him  a  fine-turned  compliment. 
So  that  what  Spenfer  there  fays,  if  it  relates 
at  all  to  Shakefpear,  mull  hint  at  fome  occa- 
fional  recefs  which  he  made  for  a  time. 

What  particular  friend(hips  he  contracted 
with  private  men,  we  cannot  '^t  this  time 
know,  more  than  that  every  one  who  had  a 
true  talle  for  merit,  and  could  diftinguifh 
men,  had  generally  a  juft  value  and   cfteem 

for 
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for  him.  His  exceeding  candor  and  good  na- 
ture mufl  certainly  have  inclined  ail  the  gentler 
part  of  the  world  to  love  him,  as  the  power 
of  his  wit  obliged  the  men  of'  the  moil  refined 
knowledge  and  polite  learning  to  admire 
him. 

His  acquaintance  with  Ben  Johnfon  began 
with  a  remarkable  piece  of  humanity  and  good 
nature.  Mr.  johnfon,  who  was,  at  that  time, 
altogether  unknown  to  the  world,  had  offered 
one  of  his  plays  to  the  llage,  in  order  to  have 
it  a<fted ;  and  the  perfon  into  whofe  hands  it 
was  put,  after  having  turned  it  carelefly  over, 
v/as  juil:  upon  returning  it  to  him  with  an  ill- 
natured  anfvver,  That  it  would  be  of  no  fer- 
vice  to  their  company;  when  Shakefpear  luck- 
ily cait  his  eye  upon  it,  and  found  fome- 
tiiing  {o  well  in  it,  as  to  engage  him  firft  to 
read  it  through,  and  afterwards  to  recom- 
mend Mr.  Johnfon,  and  his  writings,  to  thQ 
public. 

7"he  latter  part  of  our  author's  life  was  fpent 
in  eafe  and  retirement  j  he  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  gather  an  eftate  equal  to  his  wants, 
and  in  that  to  his  wifh,  and  is  faid  to  have 
fpent  feme  years  before  his  death  in  his  native 
Stratford.  His  pleafant  wit  and  good  nature 
engaged  him  the  acquaintance,  and 'entitled 
him  to  the  friendlhip  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
neighbourhood.  It  is  ftiil  remembered  in  that 
county,  that  he  Lad  a  particular  intimacy  with 
one  Mr.  Combe,  an  old  gentleman,  noted  there- 
al)outs  for  his  wealth  and  ufury.     It  happened 

that. 
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that,  in  a  pleafant  converfation  amongft  their 
common  friends,  Mr.  Combe  merrily  told 
Shakefpear,  that  he  fancied  he  intended  to 
write  his  epitaph,  if  he  happended  to  out-live 
him  ;  and  fince  he  could  not  know  what 
might  be  faid  of  him  when  dead,  he  defired  It 
might  be  done  immediately;  upon  which 
Shakefpear  gave  him  thefe  lines : 

Ten  in  the  hundred  lies  here  engraved, 
'Tis  an  hundred  to  ten  he  is  not  faved  : 
If  any  man  afi-.eth,  who  lies  in  this  tomb  ? 
Oh  !  oh  !  quorh   the   devil,  'tis   my   Jchn-a- 
Combe. 

But  the  fharpnefs  of  the  fatire  is  faid  to  have 
ftung  the  man  fo  feverely,  .that  he  never  for- 
gave it. 

^  Shakcfpear  died  in  the  fifty-third  year  of 
his  age,  and  was  buried  on  the  north-fide  of 
the  chancel  in  the  great  church  at  Stratford, 
where  a  monument  is  placed  on  the  wall. 
The  following  is  the  infcription  on  the  grave- 
flone. 

Good  friend,  for  Jefus'  fake  forbear, 
To  dig  the  duft  inclofed  here. 
Bleft  be  the  man  that  fpares  thefe  ftones. 
And  curs'd  be  he  that  moves  my  bones. 

He  had  three  daughter?,  of  whom  two  lived 
to  be  married  Judith,  the  elder,  to  Mr. Thomas 
Quincy^  by  whom  ihe  had  three  Tons,  whoaii  died 

without 
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without  children  ;  and  Sufannah,  who  was 
his  favourite,  to  Dr.  John  Hall,  a  ph^fician 
of  good  reputation  in  that  county.  She  left 
one  child,  a  daughter,  who  was  married  to 
Thomas  Nafii,  Elq;  and  afterwards  to  Sir 
John  Bernard,  of  -  Abingdon,  but  deceafed 
iikewife  without  iffje.  His  dramatic  writings 
Vv'ere  firli  publiilied  together  in  folio,  in  1623, 
by  fome  of  the  adlors  of  the  different  compa- 
nies they  had  been  aded  in,  and  perhaps  by 
other  fervants  of  the  theatre  into  whofe  hands 
copies  might  have  fallen,  and  fince  republilhed 
by  Mr.  Rowe,  Mr.  Pope,  Mr.  Theobald,  Sir 
Thomas  Hanmer,  and  Mr.  Warburton,  Ben 
Johnfon,  in  his  difcoveries,  has  made  a  fort  of 
eiTay  towards  the  charader  of  Shakefpear.  I 
Ihali  prefent  it  to  the  reader  in  his  own  words. 
"  I  remember  the  players  have  often 
mentioned  it  as  an  honour  to  Shakefpear, 
that,  in  writing,  he  never  blotted  out  a 
line.  My  anfwer  hath  been,  would  he  had 
blotted  out  a  thoufand  !  which  the;  thought 
had  been  a  malevolent  fpeech.  I  had  not 
told  poflerity  this,  but  for  their  ignorance, 
who  chufe  that  circumflance  to  commend  their 
friend  by,  wherein  he  moil  fauked ;  and  to 
juftify  my  own  character  (for  I  loved  the  man, 
a!;d  do  honour  to  his  memory,  on  this  Me 
idolatry,  as  -much  as  any).  He  was  indeed 
honell,  and  of  an  open  free  nature,  had  an  ex- 
cellent fancy,  brave  notions,  and  gentle  ex- 
prelllons,  wherein  he  flowed  with  that  facility, 
that  ibmetimes  it  jvas  neceifary  he  ihould  be 

Hopped 
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flopped.  His  wit  was  in  his  own  power : 
would  the  rule  of  it  had  been  fo.  Many- 
times  he  fell  into  thofe  things  which  could  not 
efcape  laughter;  as  when  he  faid,  in  the  per- 
fon  of  Czefar,  one  fpeaking  to  him, 

"  C^efar  thou  dofl  me  wrong." 
*  He  replied, 
'*  C^far  did  never  wrong,  but  with  juftcaufe/' 

2nd  many  others  of  the  like  kind  ;  which  were 
ridiculous  ;  but  he  redeemed  his  vices  with 
his  virtues ;  there  was  ever  more  in  them  to  be 
praifed,  than  to  be  pardoned.'  Ben  in  his  con- 
verfation  with  Mr.  Drummond  of  Hawthorn- 
den,  faid,  that  Shakefpear  wanted  art,  and 
fometimes  {trSe.  The  truth  is,  Ben  washim- 
felf  a  better  critic  than  poet ;  and  though  he 
was  ready  at  difcovering  the  faults  of  Shakef- 
pear, yet  he  was  not  mafx-r  of  fuch  a  genius 
as  to  rife  to  his  excellencies;  and,  great  as 
Johnfon  was,  he  appears  not  a  little  tin<5lured 
with  envy.  Notwithftanding  the  defers  of 
Shakefpear,  he  is  juitiy  elevated  above  all 
other  dramatic  writers.  If  ever  any  author 
deferved  the  name  of  original  (fays  Pope)  it 
was  he  :  '♦  His  poetry  was  infpiration  in- 
deed ;  he  is  not  fo  much  an  imitator  as  an 
inftrument  of  nature;  and  it  is  not  fc  juR:  to 
fay  of  him,  that  he  fpeaks  from  her,  as  that 
fhe  fpeaks  through  him.  His  charadlers  are 
fo  much  nature  herfelf,  that  it  is  a  fort  of  in  • 
jury  to  call  them  by  fo  diilant  a  name  as  co- 
pies 


WILLIAM  SHAKESPEAR.  21 
pies  of  her.  The  power  over  our  palTions  was 
likewife  never  poirefTed  in  fo  eminent  a  degree, 
ordifplayed  in  fo  many  different  indances,  nor 
was  he  more  a  maficr  of  the  great,  than  of  the 
ridiculous  in  human  nature,  nor  only  excelled 
in  the  pafnons,  fmce  he  was  full  as  admirable 
in  the  coolnefs  of  refledion  and  reafoning; : 
his  fentiments  are  not  only  in  general  the 
moft  pertinent  and  judicious  upon  every  fub- 
je£t,  but,  by  a  talent  very  peculiar,  fomething 
becween  penetration  and  facility,  he  hits  up- 
on that  particular  point,  on  which  the  bent 
of  each  argument,  or  the  force  of  each  motive 
depends."  Our  author's  plays  are  to  be  dif- 
tinguiihed  only  into  comedies  and  tragedies. 
Thofe  which  are  called  hiftories  and  even  fome 
of  his  comedies,  are  really  tragedies,  with  a 
mixture  of  comedy  amongft  them.  That 
way  of  tragi- comedy  v/as  the  common  mif- 
take  of  that  age,  and  is  indeed  become  fo 
agreeable  to  the  Englilh  tafte,  that  though  the 
fevereft  critics  among  us  cannot  bear  it,  yet 
the  generality  of  our  audiences  feem  better 
pleafed  with  it  than  an  exa^l  tragedy.  There 
is  certainly  a  great  deal  of  entertainment  in 
his  comic  humours,  and  a  pleafing  and  well 
difiinguifhed  variety  in  thofe  characters  he 
thought  fit  to  exhibit  with.  His  images  are 
indeed  every  where  fo  lively,  that  the  thing  he 
v/ould  reprefent  ftands  full  before  you,  and 
you  pofTefs  every  part  of  it;  of  which  this  in- 
flance  is  aftoniihing  :  it  is  an  image  of  pa- 
tience.    Speaking  of  a  maid  in  love,  he  fays, 

•  "  She 


22         BRITISH  PLUTARCH. 
"  She  never  told  her  love, 


But  let  concealment,  like  a  worm  i'th'bud, 
Feed  on  her  damafk   cheek  :  flie  pin'd   in 


thought, 


<*  And  fat  like  patience  on  a  monument,  fmi- 
ling  at  grief. 

But  what  is  charadleriflically  the  talent  of 
Shakefpear,  and  which,  perhaps  is  the  moft 
excellent  part  of  the  drama,  is  the  manners  of 
his  peifons,  in  ading  and  in  fpeaking  what  is 
proper  for  them,  and  fit  to-  be  ihewn  by  the 
poet,  in  making  apparent  difl'erence^between 
his  charaflers,  and  marking  every  one  in  the 
ftrongcll:  manner.  Poets  who  have  not  a  little 
fuccecded  in  writing  for  the  ftage,  have  yet 
fallen  (liort  of  their  great  original,  in  the  ge- 
neral power  of  the  drama;  none  ever  found  fo 
ready  a  road  to  the  heart  ;  his  tender  fcenes 
are  in  exprelTibly  moving;  and  fuch  as  are  meant 
toraife  terror,  are  no  lefs  alarming  ;  but  then, 
Shakefpear  does  not  much  Oiine  when  he  is 
confidered  by  particular  pafTdges ;  he  fome- 
times  debafes  the  nohlell  images  in  nature,  by 
expreflions  which  are  too  vulgar  for  poetry. 
The  ingenious  author  of  the  Rambler  has  ob- 
ferved  that,  in  the  invocation  of  Macbeth,  be- 
fore he  proceeds  to  the  murder  of  Dur.can, 
when  he  thus  exprelTes  himfelf: 


Come  thick  nioht 


**  And  veil  thee,  in  the  dunnefl  fpoke  of  hell, 
**  Nor  heaven  peep  through    the   blanket   of 

the  dark, 
*<  To  cry,  hold,  hold.  That 
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That  the  words  dunneft,  and  blanket,  which 
are  fo  common  in  vulgar  mouths,  deftroy,  in 
fome  manner,  the  grandeur  of  the  image,  and 
were  two  words  of  a  higher  fignifi cation,  and 
removed  above  common  ufe,  put  in  their  place, 
I  may  challenge  poetry  itfelf  to  furni(h  an 
image  fo  noble.  Poets  of  an  inferior  ciafs, 
when  confidered  by  particular  pafiages,  are 
excellent,  but  then  their  ideas  are  not  To  great, 
their  drama  is  not  fo  llriking,  and  it  is  plain 
enough  that  they  poffefs  ;.ot  fouls  fo  elevated 
as  Shakefpear's.  What  can  be  more  beauti- 
ful than  the  flowing  enchantments  of  Rowe  ; 
the  delicate  and  tender  touches  of  Otway  and 
Southern,  or  the  melting  enthufiafm  of  Lee 
and  Dryden  ;  but  yet  none  of  their  pieces  have 
aftecied  the  human  heart  like  Shakefpear's. 
But  I  cannot  conclude  the  character  of  Shakef- 
pear,  without  taking  notice,  that,  befidesthe 
fulfrage  of  almofi:  all  wits  fmce  his  time  in 
his  favour,  he  is  particularly  happy  in  that  of 
Dryden,  who  had  read  and  ftudied  him  clear- 
ly ,  ibmetimes  borrowed  from  him,  and  well 
knew  where  his  ilrength  lay.  In  his  prologue 
to  the  Tempeil  altered,  he  has  the  following 
lines : 

Shakefpear,  who,  taught  by  none,  did  firll  im- 
part. 
To  Fletcher  wit,  tolab'ring  Johnfon,  art. 
He,  monarch  like,  gave  there  his  fubjeclslaw, 
And  i5  that  nature  which  they  paint  and  draw; 

Fletcher 
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Fletcher  reach'd  that,  which  on  his  heights  did 

grow, 
While  Johnfon  crept,  and  gather'd  all  below  : 
This  did  his  love,  and  this  his  mirth  digeft. 
One  imitates  him  moft,  the  other  beft. 
If  they  have  fmce  out  writ  all  other  men, 
'Tis  from  the   drops  which   fell  from  Shakef- 

pear's  pen. 
The  florm  which  vanifli'd  on  the  neighb'ring 

fhore, 
Was  taught  by  Shakefpear'sTempeft  firfl:  to  roar. 
That  innocence  and  beauty  which  did  fm^le 
In  Fletcher,   grew  in  his  inchanted  ifle. 
But  Shakefpear's  magic  could  not  copy'd  be. 
Within  that  circle  none  duril  walk  but  he. 

The  play's  of  this  great  author,  which  are 
forty-three  in  number,  are  as  follows : 

1.  The  Tempefr,  a  Comedy,  adled  in  the 
Black  Fryars,  with  applaufe. 

2.  The  two  Gentlemen  of  Verona,  a  Co- 
medy, writ  at  the  command  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth. 

3.  The  Fril  and  Second  parts  of  king  Hen- 
ry IV.  The  charader  of  FaliiafF  in  thefe 
plays  is  julliy  eileemed  a  maflerpiece  ;  in  the 
lecond  part  is  the  coronation  of  king  Henry  V, 
Thofe  are  founded  upon  Englifh  chronicles. 

4.  The  Merry  Wives  of  Windfor,  a  Come- 
dy, written  at  the  command  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth. 

5.  Meafure  for  Meafure,  a  Comedy;  the 
plot  of  this  play  is  taken  from  Cynthia  Ci- 
ralni. 

6.  The 
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6.  The  Comedy  of  Errors,  founded   upoR 
Plautus  Msnechmi. 

7.  Much  a'do  About  Nothing,  a  Comedv- 
for  the  plot  fee  Ariollo's  Orlando  Furiofo. 

8.  Love's  Labour  loll,  a  Comedy. 

9.  Midfummer  Night's  Dream,  a  Comedy, 

10.  The  Merchant  of  Venice,  a  Tragi- 
comedy. 

11.  As  You  Like  it,  a  Comedy. 

12.  The  Taming  of  a  Shrew,  a   Comedy. 

13.  All's  Well  that  Ends  Well. 

14.  The  Twelfth-Night;  or,  What  you 
will,  a  Comedy.  In  this  play  there  is  fome* 
thing  Angularly  ridiculous,  in  the  fantaflical 
Reward  Malvolio ;  part  of  the  plot  taken  from 
Plautus  Msenechmi. 

15.  The  Winter's  Tale,  a  Tragi-Comedy  ; 
for  the  plot  of  this  play,  confult  DoraHus  and 
Fawnia. 

16.  The  Life  and  Death  of  King  John,  an 
hiilorical  play. 

17.  The  Life  and  Death  of  King  Richard  II. 
a  Tragedy, 

18.  The  Life  of  King  Henry  V.  an  hillo- 
rical  play. 

19.  The  firft  part  of  King  Henry  VL  an 
■hiftorical  play. 

20.  The  fecond  part  of  King  Henry  VL 
with  the  death  of  the  good  Duke  Humphrey, 

21.  The  third  part  of  Henry  VI.  with  the 
death  of  the  Duke  of  York.  Thefe  plays 
contain  the  whole  reign  of  this  monarch. 

Vol,  V,  C  22,  Tht 
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2  2.  The  Life  and  Death  of  Richard  III. 
with  the  Landing  of  the  Earl  of  Richmond, 
and  the  Battle  of  Bofvvorth- field.  In  this  part 
'Mr.  Garrick  \va5  firft  diflinguifl.'ed. 

23.  The  famous  Hiilory  of  the  Life  of 
King  Henry  Vill. 

24.  Troilus  and  Creffida,  a  Tragedy.  The 
plot  from  Chaucer. 

25.  Coriolanus,  a  Tragedy  ;  the  ftory  from 
Roman  hiilory. 

26.  TitUo  Andronicus,  a  Tragedy. 

27.  Romeo  and  Juliet,  a  Iragedy  ;  the 
plot  from  Bandello's  novels.  This  is  per- 
haps one  of  the  moil  affeding  plays  of  Shakef- 
pear:  it  was  not  long  fmce  adled  fourteen 
nights  together  at  boih  houfes,  at  the  fame 
time,  and  it  was  a  few  years  before  revived, 
and  a6lcd  twelve  nights  with  applaufe,  at  the 
Little  Theatre  in  the  Hay-market. 

28.  Timon  of  Athens,  a  Tragedy;  the 
plot  from  Lucian's  Dialogues. 

29.  Julius  Caefar,  a  Tragedy. 

30.  The  Tragedy  of  Macbeth  ;  the  plot 
from  Buchanan,  and  other  Scotch  writers. 

31.  Hamlet,  Pi  ince  of  Denmark,  a  Tragedy. 

32.  King  Lear,  a  Tragedy;  for  the  plot, 
fee  Leland  and  Monmouth.  ' 

33.  Othello,  the  Moor  of  Venice,  a  Tra- 
gedy ;  the  plot  from  Cynthio's  Novels. 

34.  Anthony  and  Cleopatra ;  the  ftory 
from  Plutarch. 

3^.  Cymbeline,  a  Tragedy  ,  the  plot  from 
Bcccace's  novels. 

36.  Pericles 
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36.  Pericles,  Prince  of  Tyre  ;  an  hiilorical 
play. 

37.  The  London  Prodigal,  a  Comedy. 

38.  The  Life  and  death  of  Thomas  Lord 
Cromwell,  the  favourite  of  King  Henry  ViiL 

39.  The  Hiilory  of  Sir  John  Oldcaftle,  the 
good  Lord  Cobham,  a  Tragedy.  See  Fox's 
Book  of  Martyrs. 

40.  The  Puritan  ;  or,  the  Widow  of  Wat- 
ling-ilreet,  a  Comedy. 

41.  A  Yorkfhire  Tragedy;  this  is  rather 
an  Interlude,  than  a  Tragedy,  being  very  fhort, 
and  not  divided  into  adls. 

42.  The  Tragedy  of  Locrine,  the  eldell 
Son  of  King  Bruins.  See  the  ftory  in  Mil- 
ton's hiftory  of  England. 

Our  age,  which  demonilrates  its  taile  in 
nothing  fo  truly  and  juflly,  as  in  the  admira- 
tion it  pays  to  the  works  of  Shakefpear,  has 
had  the  honour  of  raifing  a  monument  to  him 
in  Weftminller  Abbey;  to  effcd  whicli,  the 
Tragedy  of  Julius  Crefar  vv-as  a6\ed  at  the 
theatre  royal  in  Drury-lane,  April  z8,  1738; 
and  the  profits  arifmg  from  it  depofited  in  thi^ 
hands  of  the  earl  of  Burlington,  Mr.  Pope, 
Dr.  Mead,  and  others,  in  order  to  be  laid  out 
ui'on  the  fame  monument.  A  new  prologue 
and  epilogue  were  fpokcn  on  that  occafion  ; 
the  prologue  was  written  by  Benjamin  Mar- 
tyn,  Efq;  the  epilogue  by  the  honourable 
James  Noel  Efq;  and  fpoke  by  Mrs.  Porter, 
s^n  Shakefpear's  monument  there  is  a  noble 
'^  C  2  epitaph 
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epitaph,  taken  from  his  own  Tempell,  and  is 
excellently  appropriated  to  him :  with  this  let 
us  clofe  his  life,  only  with  this  obfervation, 
that  his  works  will  never  be  forgot,  till  that 
epitagh  is  fulfilled.  When, 

The  cloud  capt  towers,  the  gorgeous  palaces. 
The  folemn  temples,  the  great  globe  itfelf. 
And  all  which  it  inherit,  Ihall  difTolre, 
And,  like  the  bafelefs  fabric  of  a  vifion, 
Leave  not  a  wreck  behind. 


<^rS^"Wlcf^ 
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The    life   of 

S I R  W  A  L  T  E  R  Raleigh, 


SIR  Walter  Raleigh  was  born  m 
the  year  15^2,  being  defcended  of  ati 
Rncient  family  in  Devonfhire,  and  when  bat 
fourteen,  was  lent  to  finifh  his  education  at  the 
univerfity  of  Oxford,  where  he  became  a  com- 
moner of  Oriel  College.  Here  he  diiHnguifhed 
himfeif  both  by  the  ftrength  and  vivacity  of 
his  genius,  and  his  application  to  his  ftudy  :. 
he  continued  here  but  three year^,  for  in  1569, 
being  only  feventeen  years  old,  he  was  one  of 
the  troop  of  an  hundred  gentlemen  volunteers* 
whom  queen  Elizabeth  permitted  Henry 
Champernon  to  tranfport  into  France  for  the 
fervice  of  the  proteftant  princes.  Mr.  Raleigh 
had  here  a  good  opportunity  of  acquiring  ex- 
perience in  the  art  of  war,  and  improving 
himfeif  in  the  knowledge  of  the  languages, 
and  of  men;  he  did  net  return  till  the  end 
of  the  year  1575,  having  fpent  fix  years  in 
France. 

The  adivity  of  his  ten>per  did  not  fufFer 
him  to  reft  long  at  home,  for  he  went  into  the 
fervice  of  the  prince  of  Orange  againft  the 
Spaniards,  in  1578. 

C   3  Soon 
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Soon  after  this  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
trying  his  fortune  at  fea  ;  his  half  brother,  Sir 
Humphry  Gilbert,  having  obtained  a  patent 
to  plant  and  inhabit  fome  northern  parts  of 
^^merica,  unpofTefTed  by  any  people  in  alli- 
ance with  the  queen  of  England,  Mr.  Raleigh 
engaged  with  a  confiderable  number  of  gen- 
tlemen in  an  expedition  to  Newfoundland  ; 
but  this  proved  unfuccefsful,  for  divifions  ari- 
fing  among  the  volunteers,  Sir  Humphry,  the 
general,  was  in  1579,  obliged  to  fet  fail  with 
!/nly  a  few  of  his  friends ;  and,  after  variety  of 
misfortunes  at  fea,  returned  with  the  lofs  of 
one  of  his  Ihips  in  an  engagement  with  the 
Spaniards,  in  which  Mr.  Raleigh  was  expofed 
to  great  danger. 

'i'he  next  year,  1580,  upon  the  defcent  of 
the  Spaniih  and  Italian  forces  into  Ireland, 
under  the  pope's  banner,  for  the  fupport  of 
the  Definonds  in  the  rebellion  in  Munller, 
he  obtained  a  captain's  commiilion ;  where, 
under  the  command  of  Thomas  earl  of  Or- 
mond,  governor  of  Munller,  he  furprifed  the 
Irifli  Kerns  at  Rakele,  and  having  enclofed 
them,  took  every  rebel  upon  the  fpot ;  among 
them  W'-as  one  loaded  with  withies,  who  being 
alked,  What  he  intended  to  have  done  with 
them  ?  boldly  anfwered,  To  have  hung  up 
the  Engliih  churls  ;  upon  which  captain  Ra- 
leigh ordered  him  to  be  hanged  immediately. 
He  afilfted  likewife  at  the  fiege  of  Fort  Del 
Uore,    which  the  Spaniih  fucccurs  under    San 

Jofcpha 
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Jofepho  their  commander,  afTifted  by  their 
Irifh  confederates,  had  railed  and  fortified  as 
a  place  of  retreat.  The  lord-deputy  himfelf 
befieged  this  fort  by  land.  Sir  William  Win- 
ter, the  admiral,  attacked  it  by  fe?.,  and  cap- 
tain Raleigh  commanded  in  the  trenches  ;  it 
was,  however,  on  the  ninth  of  November  1  589, 
obliged  to  furrender  at  difcretion  :  v/nen,  by 
order  of  the  lord-deputy,  thi  greiitell:  part  of 
the  garrifon  were  put  to  the  fuord,  the  execu- 
tion of  which  fell  to  the.  (hare  of  the  captains 
Raleigh  and  Mackworth,  who  iir.l  entered 
the  caille. 

During  the  winter  of  this  year,  captain  Ra- 
leigh had  his  quarters  alTigned  him  at  Cork  ; 
when  obferving  the  feditioas  practices  of 
David  lord  Barry,  and  other  ringleaders  of 
the  rebellion  in  thofe  parts,  to  didrefs  the 
peaceable,  and  to  excite  the  difalFeded  to  an 
infurreflion,  he  took  a  journey  to  Dublin,  and 
remonflrated  to  the  lord-deputy  the  dange- 
rous confequences  of  thefe  practices,  in  (o 
ftrong  a  manner,  that  his  lordihip  gave  him 
full  commifiion  to  feize  the  lands  of  lord  Bar- 
ry, to  reduce  him  to  peace  and  fubjedlion,  by 
fuch  means  as  he  fhould  think  proper ;  for 
which  purpoie  he  was  furnifned  with  a  partv 
of  hoife  :  but  during  this  interval,  that  lord 
himfelf  burnt  the  calTle  to  the  ground,  thou2j"i 
it  was  his  principal  feat,  and  laid  wafle  the 
country  round  it  v.ith  greater  outrage  and  d.^- 
ftrudion.  than  even  the  zeal  of  hio  enemies 
would  have  extended  to. 

C  4  Captain 
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Captain  RaJiegn  in  his  return  to  Cork,  \vs-3 
■-ttackcd  by  Firz  Edmonds,  zn  old  rebel  of 
Jarry's  faction,  ac  a  fort  between  Youghal 
and  Cork;  he  was  inferior  to  Fitz-Edmonds 
in  number,  yet  he  forced. his  v<'ay  through  the 
enen-.y,  and  got  over  the  river  ;  but  a  ger>tle- 
man  of  his  company  being  by  fome  accident 
tlirown  in  the  middle,  between  the  fear  of 
drowning  and  bei^ig  taken,  called  out  to  the 
captain  for  help ;  who,  though  he  had  efcaped 
both  dangers,  yet  vfntured  into  them  again 
to  refcue  his  companion,  who  in  the  hafre  and 
confufion  of  remounting,  over-leaped  his  horfe,, 
and  fell  down  on  the  other  fide  into  a  deep 
mire,  where  he  mufi:  have  been  fufFocated,. 
if  the  humane  Raleigh  had  not  recovered  him 
a  fcccnd  time,  and  brought  him  to  land.  He 
now  waited  on  the  opponte  bank,  with  a  fl:aC 
in  one  hand  and  a  pilloi  in  the. other,  for  the 
rcH:  of  his  campany  who  were  yet  to  crofs  the 
FJver;..bat  though  Fitz-Edmonds  had  gota  reqruit 
of  twelve  men,  yet  finding  captain  Raleigh 
Itand  his  ground,  only  exchanged  a  few  rough 
words  with  him  and  retired. 

In  1581,  the  earl  of  Orm.ond  goii'.g  to 
England,  his  government  of  Muniler  was 
given  to  captain  Raleigh,  in  commiihon  with 
6ir  William  Morgsn  and  captain  peers.  Ra- 
L^igh  refided  for  fome  time  at  Lifmore  ;  but. 
afterwards,  returning  v/ith  his  little  band  of 
eighty  foot  and  eight  horfe,  to  his  old  quar- 
ters at  Cork,  he  received  intelligence  that  Sar- 
^y  was  at  Clove  with,  feveral  hundred   men  : 
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he   refolved  to  pafs  throagh    that   town,  and 
offer   him    combat  ;    and   accordingly   at   the 
town's  end  met   Barry  with  his  forces,   whom 
he  charged  with  prodigious  bravery,   and  put 
to  flight  ;  as  he  purfued  his  journevr  he  over- 
took another  company  of  the  enemy  in  a  pLiin 
by  a  wood  fide,  whom   be  likewife  attacked, 
though   he  had    only  fix   horfemen  with  him, 
ex'pcding    probably  that  his  company  would 
foon  joija  him.     But  the  rebels,  who  had  great- 
ly the  advantage  of  numbers,   being   cut  off 
from  the  woody  and   having  no   other   relief, 
faced    about,    and    fought    very    defperately, 
killing  live  of  the  horfes  belonging  to  Raleigh's 
company,  and  araongft  thefe  his  own  ;  and  he 
was  in  extreme  danger  himfelf  of  being  over- 
pov.'ered  by  numbers,   if  his  fervant  Nicholas 
"Wright  had  not  interpofed  ;  who  perceiving 
his  mailer's  horfe  mortally  wounded  with  darts, 
encountered   fix  of  the  enemy  at  once,   and 
killed  one  of  them  ;  while   Patric  Fagaw  ref- 
cued  Raleigh,  after  it  had  been-  unfuccefsfully 
attempted    by    James  Fitz  Richard,    who  was 
then    ready  to  perilh  ;  which   Raleigh   feeing, 
would  not  now  fuller  Wrightto  fight  by  him  any- 
longer;  but  ordered  him  to  affift  Fitz-Richard,- 
which  he  immediately  did,  by  rufhiug  into  the' 
throng  of  the  enemy,  and  difpatching  him  who' 
prefled  upon  Fitz-Richard,  refcuing  the  latter 
from  the  m.oft  imminent  danger.     In  this  (harp- 
Mrmifh  many  of  the  reblels  perilhed,  and  two- 
were  carried  prifoners  to  Cork,  where  Rakigh 
performed  ftveral  other  fervices,   till  the  rebels 
C  5  being, 
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being  reduced,  he  returned  to  England,  where 
his  eminent  accomplifliments  foon  introduced 
him  to  the  notice  of  the  court,  and  her  ma- 
jefty's  favour.  In  February  1^81-2,  he  was 
one  of  thofe  perfons  of  diliinftion,  who  by  the 
queen's  command  accompanied  the  duke  of 
Anjou  to  the  Netherlands;  and  in  1582,  on 
3iis  return,  brought  letters  from  the  prince  of 
Orange  to  her  majeily.  In  1583,  he  engaged 
in  a  fecond  expedition  with  his  brother  Sir 
Humphry  Gilbert,  to  Newfoundland  ;  but 
having  been  two  or  three  days  at  fea,  a  con- 
tagious diilemper  feized  his  whole  crew,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  return  to  port ;  however, 
by  this  accident,  he  efcaped  the  misfortunes 
of  that  expedition,  in  which  Sir  Humphry, 
after  having  taken  pofieffion  of  Newfound- 
land in  the  right  of  the  crown  of  England,  in 
fcis  return  home,  unfortunately  perilhed  :  but 
ill  fuccefs  could  not  divert  Raleigh  from  a 
fcheme,  which  he  thought  was  of  fuch  im- 
portance to  his  country  ;  he  therefore  drew  up 
an  account  of  its  advantages,  and  laid  it  be- 
fore the  queen  and  council,  who  were  fo  well 
fatibfied  with  it,  that  her  majelly  granted  him 
letters  patent  in  favour  of  his  projeift ;  *  con- 
taining free  liberty  to  difcover  fuch  remote 
heathenifii  and  barbarous  lands,  as  were  not 
adlually  poiTefTed  by  any  Chriftian,  or  inhabited 
by  Chriftian  people.* 

Immediately  upon  this, grant,  captain  Ra- 
leigh fitted  out  two  vefiels,  which  reached  the 
gulf  of   Florida   the  fecond  of  July  :    they 

failed 
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failed  along  the  iliore  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles,  and  at  lalt  debarked,  on  a  low 
land,  which  proved  to  be  an  iiland  called 
Wokoken.  After  taking  a  formal  poiTe:Iioa 
of  this  country  in  the  name  of  the  queen,  he 
carried  on  a  friendly  correfpondence  with  the 
natives,  who  fupplied  them  with  provifions, 
and  gave  them  furs  and  deer  Hd.is  in  ex- 
change for  trifles ;  thus  encouraged,  eight  of 
their  crew  went  twenty  miles  up  the  river 
Occam,  and  next  day  came  to  an  ifland  called 
Roanok,  the  refidence  of  the  Indian  chief, 
whofe  houfe  was  built  of  cedar,  and  fortiiied 
round  with  Iharp  pieces  of  timber.  His  wife 
came  out  to  them,  and  ordered  her  people  to 
carry  them  from  the  boat  on  their  backs,  and 
(hewed  them  many  civilities  to  exprels  her 
friendly  intentions  towards  them,  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  her  hufoand.  After  having  gained 
the  bell  information  they  could  of  the  ftrength 
of  the  Indian  nations,  and  of  their  connedions^ 
alliances,  and  contefts  with  each  other,  they 
returned  to  England,  and  made  fuch  an  ad- 
vantageous report  of  the  fertility  of  the  foil, 
and  healthfulnefs  of  the  climate,  that  the  queen 
favoured  the  defign  of  fettling  a  colony  in  that 
country,  to  which  ihe  gave  the  name  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

About  two  months  after  captain  Raleigh's 
return,  he  was  chofe.i  knight  of  the  fhire  for 
his  own  county  of  Devon,  and  the  fame  Cti- 
fion  received  the  honour  of  knighthood,  a 
diflinclioa  the  more  honourable  to  hira>  as 
C  6  the. 
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the  queen  was  extremely  cautious  and  frugal 
in  beftowing  of  honours ;  ihe  at  the  fame 
time  granted  him  a  patent  to  licence  the  vend- 
ing of  wines  throughout  the  kingdom  ;  which- 
was,  in  all  probability,  a  very  lucrative  one. 

Sir  Walter  was  fo  intent  upon  planting  his 
new  colony  in  Virginia,  that,  in  1585,  he 
ient  out  a  fleet  of  feven  fail,  under  the  com- 
mand of  his  coafin,  Sir  Richard  Grenvile,. 
general  of  the  expedition,  v.'ho  came  to  an 
anchor  at  Wokoken,  from  whence  they  fent 
their  compliments  to  king  Wingina,  at  Roa- 
rsok  ;  after  which  the  general,  and  a  felc6i 
company,  vifited  many  Indian  towns,  at  one 
of  which  the  Indians  having  Holen  a  filver 
cup,  the  Englifh  burnt  the  town,  and  de- 
flroyed  the  corn  fields.  Aa  aft  which  they  had 
afterwards  fufficient  reafon  to  repent.  The 
general  at  lafi;  returning  to  his  fleet,  thought 
fit  to  v/eigh  anchor,  and  fet  fail  for  England  ;. 
when  he  took  in  his  paiTage  a  Spanifh  prize 
worth  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  with  which  they 
arrived  at  Plymouth  ;  having  left  behind,  in- 
Virginia,  one  hundred  and  feven  perfons. 

The  Spaniih  prize  above  mentioned  was  not. 
the  only  circumftance  of  good  fortune  which 
happened  to  Sir.  Walter  this  year  ;  the  rebel- 
lion in  Ireland  being  now  totally  fuppreffed, 
her  majeily  granted  him  twelve  thoufand  acres - 
of  the  forfeited  lands;  and  this  great  ellate 
he  planted  at  his  own  expence. 

Sir  Waher,,  encouraged  by  this  noble  grant, 
f.tted  out  a  third  fleetfor  Virginia;   where  the: 

colony,  V 
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colony,  having  fufFered  great  diftrefTes,  had 
procured  a  paiTage  into  England  from  Sir 
Francis  Drake,  who  had  viiited  it  in  his  re- 
turn  from  his  conquell:  of  St.  Domingo,  Car- 
thagena,  and  St.  Augufline.  Raleigh  had,  in 
the  fpring  of  that  year,  fent  a  fhip  of  one  hun- 
dred tor.s  for  the  fuccour  of  that  colony;  but 
not  arriving  before  the  people  had  left  that 
country,,  fhe  returned  with  all  her  lading  to- 
England. 

About  fifteen  days  after.  Sir  Richard  Gren* 
ville  arrived  at  Virginia  with  three  Ihipsmore,. 
well  Uored,  for  the  company  of  planters  which 
he  had  left  there  in  158^  ;  bat,  findingneither 
them,  nor  the  lall- mentioned  ftiip.  Sir  Ri- 
chard, unwilling  to  lofe  the  pofieilion  of  fo 
fine  a  country,,  landed  fifteen  men  on  the 
iiland  of  Roanok,  leaving  them  provifion  for 
two  years,  fet  fail  for  England,  and,  in  his 
return,  took  fom.e  Spanifti  prizes. 

The  latter  end  of  the  year  1^86,  her  ma- 
jefty  made  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  fenefchall  of  the" 
duties  of  Cornwall  and  Exeter,  and  lord-war- 
den of  the  llannaries  in  Devonfhire  and  Corn-, 
wall;  but  thefe  preferments  expofed  him  to- 
the  envy  of  thofe  who  were  much  his  inferiors 
in  merit  ;.  and  ev^n  the  earl  of  Leiceller,, 
.  who  had  once  been  his  friend,  grew  jealous 
of  himy  and  fet  up,,  in  oppoiidon  to  him,  his- 
nephew,  the  young  earl,  of  Elfex  ;  but  neither 
tshe  fadlions  of  the  court,  nor  the  afperfions  c^ 
the  people,  whom  Raleigh  could  never  conde- 

ij&end 
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fcend  to  court,  could  deter  him  from  attending 
the  duties  of  his  fevera!  employments. 

In  the  year  1587,  Raleigh  prepared  a  new 
colony  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  for  Vir- 
ginia ;  appointing  Mr.  John  White  governor, 
and  with  him  twelve  alfilbnts;  and  incorpo- 
rated them  by  the  name  of  the  governor  and 
affiiiants  of  the  city  of  Raleigh  in  Virginia. 

On  their  arrival  at  Hattarafs,  the  governor 
difpatched  a  llrong  party  to  Roanok,  expect- 
ing to  find  the  fifteen  men  that  were  left  there  ; 
but  they  fought  them  in  vain.  They  after- 
wards found  that  feveral  of  them  had  been 
murdered  by  the  favages,  and  the  reft  driven 
to  a  remote  part  of  the  country.  This  new 
colony  having  entered  into  an  alliance  with 
the  natives,  confidered  that  they  Ihould  want 
frefn  fupplies  of  provifions;  and,  wanting  an 
agent  to  go  to  England,  prevailed  on  their  go- 
vernor to  undertake  that  ofiice,  who  re- 
turned with  his  Ihips  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
year. 

Sir  Walter,  foliicitous  for  the  fafety  of  the 
colony,  prepared  a  fleet  to  afliil  them ;  but 
the  apprehenfions  of  the  nation  of  an  inva- 
fion  from  Spain,  in  15 S8,  prevented  their 
failing;  fo  that  governor  White  could  only 
obtain  two  fmall  pinnaces,  which  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  be  fo  thoroughly  rifled  by  the  ene- 
my, that  they  were  obliged  to  return  back 
without  performing  the  voyage,  to  the  diltrefs 
of  the  planters  abroad,  and  the  regret  of  their 
patron  at  home. 

About 
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About  this  time,  he  was  advanced  to  the 
pofc  of  captain  of  her  majefty's  guard,  and  wa3 
one  of  the  council  of  war  appointed  to  confi- 
der  of  the  moll:  efFeclual  methods  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  nation  ;  upon  which  occafion  he 
drew  up  a  fcheme  which  is  a  proof  of  his 
judgment  and  abilities.  But  he  did  not  con- 
line  himfelf  to  the  mere  office  of  giving  ad- 
vice ;  he  raifed  and  difciplined  the  militia  of 
Cornwall  ;  and,  having  performed  all  poffible 
fervices  at  land,  joined  the  fleet  with  a  fqua- 
dron  of  volunteers,  and  had  a  confidera- 
ble  fhare  in  the  total  defeat  of  the  Spanilh  ar- 
mada; when  his  merit,  upon  fo  important 
a  criUs,  jullly  raifed  him  flill  higher  in  the 
queen's  favour,  who  now  made  him  gentleman 
of  her  privy-chamber,  and  granted  him  fome 
additional  advantages  to  his  wine  office. 

Don  Antonio,  king  of  Portugal,  beingr  ex- 
pelled from  his  dominions  by  Philip  iL  of 
Spain,  queen  Elizabeth  contributed  fix  men  of 
war,  and  threefcore  thoufand  pounds,  in  or- 
der  to  reinflate  him,  and  encouraged  her  fub- 
jefts  to  concur  in  that  defign.  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
leigh, with  Sir  Francis  Drake,  and  Sir  John 
Norris,  accompanied  that  prince  to  Portugal  ; 
and,  in  this  expedition,  took  a  great  number 
of  hulks  belonging  to  the  Hans-towns,  laden 
with  Spanifh  goods,  provifions,  and  ammuni- 
tion, for  a  new  invafion  of  England  :  and  his 
condudl  in  the  whole  affair  was  fo  pleaflng  to 
her  majefty,  that  flie  honoured  him,  as  well 
as  the  other  commanders,  with  a  gold  chain. 

la 
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In  his  return  home,  he  touched  on  the  coafl 
of  Ireland  :  here  he  vifited  Spencer,  the  poet, 
who  mentions  the  circumftance  of  this  vifit  in 
a  pafloral,  entitled,  Collin  Clout's  come  home 
again.  And  this  poet  he  brought  with  him  to 
England,  and  introduced  him  to  the  queen. 
But  this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  fmce  Raleigh 
himfelf  had  an  excellent  genius,  as  well  as 
|afte  for  poetry. 

Raleigh  had  now  formed  a  defign  againft  the 
Spaniards  in  the  Welt-Indies,  in  order  to  in- 
tercept the  plate-fleet,  and  fitted  cut  a  mari- 
time force  for  that  purpofe,  confifting  of 
thirteen  fhips  of  his  own  and  fellow-adventu- 
rers ;  to  which  the  queen  added  two  men  of 
war,  the  Garland  and  Forefight,  giving  him  a 
commiffion  as  general  of  the  fieet,  the  poft  of 
lieutenant-general  being  conferred  on  Sir  John 
Burgh. 

He  fet  fail  in  February,  i59i'-2  ;  but  the 
winds  proved  \o  contrary,  that  he  could  not 
leave  the  coall  of  England  till  the  fixth  of 
May  ;  and  the  next  day  Sir  Martin  Forbiiher 
followed  and  overtook  him  with  the  queen's 
letters  to  recall  him  ;  but,  imagining  his  ho- 
n.our  engaged  in  the  undertaking,  he  parfjed 
his  cojrfe,  though  he  was  infwmed  that  thie 
king  of  Spain  had  ordered  that  no  fhips  Ihould 
fail  that  year,  nor  any  treafare  be  brought 
from  the  Weil-Indlesv  But,  on  the  eleventh 
of  Ma)^,  meeting  with  a  (lorm  off  Cape  Fini- 
fterre,  he  divided  his  fieet  into  two  fquadron?,- 
commix ting^  one  to   Sir  John   Burgh,  and  the 
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®cher  to  Sir  Martin  ForbiHier,  Vv'ith  orders 
to  the  latter  to  lie  orTthe  foath  cape,  to  keep- 
in  and  teriify  the  Spaniards  on  their  coafis, 
while  the  former  lay  £t  the  Azores  for  the 
caracs  from  the  Eafc- Indies. 

The  fuccefs  of  thefe  diredions  vvas  anfwer- 
able  to  the  excellent  judgment  that  foriried 
them  J  for  the  Spanilh  admiral,  colleding  his 
whole  naval  power  to  watch  ForbiCier,  left 
the  caracs  unguarded,  and  the  Madre  de  Dios, 
then  eileemed  the  richeil  prize  ever  brought  to 
England,  was  feized  by  Sir  John  Burgh. 

But,  in  the  heighth  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's 
favour  with  the  queen,  he  fell  under  her  ma- 
jelly's  difpleailire  for  being  in  love  with  the 
daughter  of  Sir  Nicholas  Throgmorton,  one 
of  the  queen's  maids  of  honour ;  and  the- 
confequence  of  the  amour  difcoveiing  the  in- 
trigue, her  majefty  ordered  him  to  be  confinecJ 
for  feveral  months,  and  diimilTed  the  lady 
from  her  attendance  ;  to  whom  he  afterwards, 
made  the  moil  honourable  reparation  he  could- 
by  marriage  ;  in  which  they  -a  ere  both  exam- 
ples of  conjugal  affedlion  and  fidelity. 

While  Sir  V/ alter  Raleigh  was  under  her 
majelly's  difplealure,  he  projeded  the  difco. 
very  of  the  extenfive  em.pire  of  Guiana,  in 
South-America,  which  the  Spaniards  had  then 
only  vifited,  and  to  this  day  have  never  con- 
quered. Sir  Walter  having  provided  a  fqua- 
dron  of  fliips,  at  a  very  great  expence,  the 
lord  high-admiral    Howard,  and  Sir  Robert 
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Cecil,  conceived  fo  good  an  opinion   of  the 
defign,  that  they  both  concurred  in  it. 

He  fct  fail  on  the  twenty  fixth  of  February, 
1^94-5,  and  arrived  at  the  ifle  of  Trinidad  on 
the  twenty-fecond  of  March  ;  where  he  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  St.  Jofeph,  a  fmall  city,  and 
made  the  Spanish  governor  prifoner.  He 
then,  leaving  his  (hips  at  Cariapan,  with  an 
hundred  men,  in  feveral  little  barks  failed  four 
hundred  miles  up  the  river  Oronoque,  in  fearch 
of  Guiana  ;  but  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and 
the  torrents,  obliged  him  to  return  ;  which  he 
did  the  latter  end  of  the  fummer,    i^g^. 

In  the  year  following,  he  was  fo  far  rellored 
to  favour,  that  he  was  engaged  in  the  import- 
ant expedition  to  Cadiz ;  wherein  the  earl  of 
EfTex,  and  the  lord  high-admiral  Howard, 
were  joint  commanders.  On  the  twentieth  oF 
June  they  arrived  before  Cadiz.  The  lord 
high- admiral  was  of  opinion  that  the  land- 
forces  ihould  attack  the  town  firft,  that  the' 
fieet  might  not  be  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the 
ihips,  of  the  city,  and  forts  adjacent ;  and  the 
council  of  war  concurred  in  this  opinion  :  but, 
as  the  earl  of  EfTex  was  putting  his  men  into 
boats,  in  order  to  land  them,  Sir  Walter,  not 
happening  to  have  been  prefent  at  the  council 
of  v/ar,  went  direftly  to  the  earl,  and  offered 
fuch  convincing  reafons  again  ft  it,  and  for  their 
firft  falling  upon  the  galleons,  and  fnips  in 
the  harbours,  that  the  earl  faw  the  neceilityof 
altering  his  fcheme,  and  delired  Sir  Walter  to 
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dilfuade  the  admiral  from  that  of  landing. 
He  did  fo  ,  the  admiral  was  convinced  ;  and, 
by  Sir  Walter's  advice,  defeired  the  attack 
till  the  next  day. 

For  the  particulars  of  this  attack,  in  which 
Sir  Walter  R.aleigh  diftinguifned  himfelf  by 
his  bravery  and  his  prudence,  and  which  was 
attended  with  fuch  wonderful  fuccefs,  we  rauft 
refer  our  readers  to  Mr,  Birch's  account  of  it. 
It  is  fufficient  for  us  to  fay,  that  the  city  was 
taken  and  plundered  ;  many  cf  the  principal 
fhips  belonging  to  the  Spaniards  were  run 
aihore  ;  and  the  galleons,  with  all  their  trea- 
fure,  burnt,  to  prevent  their  failing  into  the 
hands  of  the  Englifn. 

Sir  Waiter  continued  in  this  ftate  of  banilh- 
ment  from  the  queen  till  1597,  and  then  was 
reftored  to  favour,  and  performed  feveral  other 
fignal  fervice?.  In  160 1  he  attended  the 
^  queen  in  her  progrefs  :  but  the  death  of  this 
princefs  proved  a  great  misfortune  to  Sir  Wal- 
ter; for  her  fuceeifor -king  James  I.  had  been 
greatly  prejudiced  againil  him  by  the  earl  of 
EfTex  ;  yet  he  did  not  difcover  his  difiike  for 
fome  time,  but  treated  him  with  great  kind- 
nefs  :  however,  his  majelly's  pacific  genius 
could  not  relifh  a  man  of  fo  martial  a  fpirit. 
He  had  not  been  long  upon  the  throne  beiore 
Sir  Walter  was  difmiiTed  from  his  poll:  of  cap- 
tain of  the  guards ;  and,  foon  after,  was 
charged  with  being  engaged  in  a  plot  againll 
the  king,  and  with  carrying  on  a  fecret  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  king  of  Spain ;  but  no 
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dear  evidence  has  yet  been  produced  of  hh 
having  any  conGern  in  it,  though  he  ua* 
brought  in  guilty,  and  fentenccd  to  die.  As 
to  the  trial,  we  refer  our  readers  to  the  parti- 
cular account  given  by  our  author,  and  ffiall; 
only  add,  that  it  appeared  to  Sir  John  Haws, 
fcUicitor-general  to  king  V/illiam,  in  fo  bad 
a  light,  that  h^  pronounces  it  very  irregular 
throughout,  and  that  the  accufations  did"  not 
amount  to  alegal  proof.  *  I  would  know,  fays  he^ 
by  what  law  is  the  depofition  of  a  perfon  who 
might  be  brought  face  to  face  to  the  prifoner, 
read  as  evidence  ?  I  would  know  by  what 
law  it  is  forbidden  that  the  accufer  fliould  be 
brought  face  to  face  to  the  accufed  I  I  would 
knov/  by  what  law  Brook's  depofition  of  wha,t 
the  lord  Cobham  told  him  of  Raleigh  was  evi- 
dence againil:  Raleigh  ?  I  would  know  by  what 
law  the  ilory  Dyer  told  of  what  an  unknown 
Bian  faid  to  him  at  Lifoon  of  Don  Raleigh., 
was  evidence  againil  Raleigh  ?  I  would  know 
by  what  flatute  the  ftatutes  of  the  25th  of  Ed- 
wardlll.  and  5thofEdvvardVI.  were  repealed.* 
Sir  Walter,  not  long  after  his  confinement  in 
the  Tower,  upon  the  unwearied  follicitations  ' 
of  his  lady,  who  petitioned  the  king  that  fhe 
ir.ight  be  prifoner  with  him,  was  allowed  the 
confolation  of  her  com.pany,  and  his  younger 
fon  Carew  was  born  there  in  1604. 

The  February  following  his  rnajefty  made  him 
a  grant  of  his  forfeited  eftate,  for  the  benefit 
of  his  wife  and  children  ;  but  this  was  only 
for  his  own  life,  for  he  had,  on  his  refolving 
to  accept  of  a  challenge  from  Sir  Amias  Pref- 
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ton  fome  years  before,  made  it  over  to  his 
eldell:  fon.  But  he  did  not  long  enjoy  it ;  for 
Car,  the  king's  new  favourite,  having  no  for- 
tune of  his  own,  looking  out  for  one,  difco- 
vered  a  flaw  in  the  conveyance,  upon  which 
an  information  being  exhibited  in  the  exche- 
quer, judgment  was  given  for  the  crown,  and^ 
Sherborne,  and  other  of  his  eftates,  were  given 
■to  Car  in  1609,  the  king  being  inflexible  to  all 
the  petitions  of  the  lady  Raleigh  for  herfelf 
and  her  children. 

This  great  man  foftened  the  rigours  of  his 
long  confinement  in  an  application  to  various 
kinds  of  ftudies.  And  though  he  had  the 
queen's  protedlion,  and  prince  Henry  for  his 
patron,  during  the  height  of  the  earl  of  So- 
merfet's  favour,  yet  he  could  not  obtain  his 
liberty  till  after  the  condemnation  of  that  fa- 
vourite for  the  murder  of  Sir  Thomas  Over- 
bury  :  but  at  laft,  by  means  of  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  given  to  a  relation  of  the  new  favourite 
Sir  George  Villers,  he  procured  his  liberty, 
after  above  twelve  years  confinement  in  the 
Tower. 

Sir  Walter  being  now  at  large,  had  the 
means  of  profecuting  his  old  fcheme  of  Gui- 
ana, and  his  majefly  granted  him  a  patent  for 
that  purpofe,  at  leafi:  under  the  privy-feal,  if 
not  under  the  great  feal  of  England;  which 
Sir  Francis  Bacon,  on  being  applied  to,  aflured 
him  was  a  fufiicient  pardon  for  all  that  was 
|>aft,  as  the  king  had  made  him  admiral  of  his 
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fleet,  and  given'him  the  power  of  martial  law 
over  his  officers  and  foldiers. 

The  whole  expence  of  this  expedition  was 
defrayed  bySirWai:er  Raleigh  and  his  friends. 
In  their  paiTage,  they  met  with  various  difap- 
pointments;  however,  in  November,  they 
came  in  fight  of  Guiana,  and  anchored  five 
degrees  off  the  river  Caliana. 

Here  Raleigh  was  received  with  the  ut- 
moft  joy  by  the  Indians,  who  offered  him  the 
fovereignty  of  the  country,  which  he  declined. 
His  extreme  ficknefs  preventing  his  attempting 
the  difcovery  of  the  mines  in  perfon,  he  de- 
puted captain  Keymis  to  that  fervice,  ordering 
five  fhips  to  fail  into  the  river  Oronoque;  but, 
three  weeks  after,  landing  by  night  nearer  a 
Spaniih  town  than  they  expeded,  they  were 
fet  upon  by  the  Spanifh  troops,  who  were 
fore-armed  for  their  coming. 

This  unexpefted  attack  foon  threw  them 
into  confufion;  and,  had  not  fome  of  the 
leaders  animated  the  reft,  they  had  all  been 
cut  to  pieces  :  but  the  oihers,  by  their  exam- 
ple, foon  rallying,  they  made  fuch  a  vigorous^ 
oppofition,  that  they  forced  the  Spaniards  to 
retreat. 

In  the  warmth  of  the  purfuit,  the  Englifh 
found  themfelves  at  the  Spanilli  town  before 
they  knew  where  they  were.  Here  the  battle 
was  renewed,  and  they  were  affaulted  by  the 
governor  himfelf,  and  four  or  five  captains,  at 
the  h^ad  of  their  companies,  when  captain  Ra- 
leigh, 
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leigh,  the  eldeft  Ton  of  Sir  Walter,  hurried  on 
by  the  heat  and  impatience  of  youth,  not 
waiting  for  the  mufketeers,  ruflied  forward,  at 
the  head  of  a  company  of  pikes,  and,  having 
killed  one  of  the  Spaniih  captains,  was  (hot 
by  another ;  but,  preiling  liill  forward  with 
his  fword,  upon  the  captain  who  had  (hot 
him,  the  Spaniard,  with  the  butt  end  of  his 
mufket,  felled  him  to  the  ground,  and  put  an 
end  to  his  life  ;  v\hen  his  ferjeant  immediately 
thruft  the  Spanifh  .xraptain  through  the  body 
wiih  his  halbert.  Two  other  captains,  and  the 
governor  himfelf,  fell  in  this  engagement. 

The  Spanifn  leaders  being  all  thus  dif- 
patched,  the  reft  fled ;  fome  took  ihelter 
about  the  market-place,  from  whence  they 
killed  and  wounded  the  Englifh  at  pleafure  ; 
fo  that  there  was  no  way  left  for  fafety  but  by 
firing  the  town,  and  driving  the  enemy  to  the 
woods  and  mountains. 

Captain  Keymis  had  now  an  opportunity 
of  viliting  the  mine,  which  he  attempted  with 
captain  Thornhurft,  Mr.  W.  Herbert,  St 
John  Hamden,  and  others  ;  but,  upon  their 
falling  into  an  ambufcade,  in  which  they  loft 
many  of  their  men,  they  returned  to  Sir  Wal- 
ter, without  difcovering  the  mine,  alledging 
the  reafon  mentioned  above. 

As  fome  mitigation  of  their  ill  fuccefs,  and 
as  an  inducement  to  further  hopes,  Keymis 
produced  two  ingots  of  gold,  which  they  had 
found  in  the  town,  together  with  a  large  quan- 
tity of  papers  found  in  the  governoi's  ftudy. 

Among 
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Among  thefe  were  four  letters,  which  difcG- 
vered  not  only  Raleigh's  whole  enterprize  to 
have  been  betrayed,  but  his  life  hereby  put 
into  the  power  of  the  Spaniards.  Thefe  let- 
ters alfo  difcovered  the  preparations  made  by 
the  Spaniards  to  receive  Raleigh. 

To  the  juft  indignation  which  he  conceived 
fipon  this  occafion,  was  added  the  mortifica- 
tion of  finding  that  Keymis  had  made  no  trial 
of  the  mine.  r;e  reproached  that  captain  v/ith 
'having  undone  him,  and  wounded  his  credit 
with  the  king  paft  recovery.  This  afFeded 
Keymis  fo  fenfibly,  that  he  retired  to  his  cab- 
bin,  where  he  (hot  himfelf;  but,  finding  the 
wound  not  mortal,  he  difpatched  himfelf  with 
■a  knife,  which  he  thruftinto  his  heart. 

The  ill  ftate  of  Sir  Walter's  health  would 
3iot  fuffer  him  to  repair  Keymis's  negled.  He 
was  incapable  of  fuch  a  voyage,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  was  in  continual  apprehenfion  of 
•being  attacked  by  the  Spanifh  armada,  fent 
out  on  purpofe  to  lay  wait  for  anddeflroyhim; 
but  the  enemy  miffed  him,  by  {laying  in  the 
wrong  place. 

On  Sir  Walter's  return  home,  he  found 
that  king  James  had  publifhed  a  proclamation 
declaring  his  deteftation  of  his  conduft,  af- 
ferting  that  his  majeliy  had,  by  exprefs  li- 
mitation, reftrained  and  forbid  Raleigh,  from 
attempting  any  a6l  of  hoftility  againft  his 
-dear  brother  of  Spain  j  yet  it  is  evident,  that 
t'he-commiflion  contained  no  fuch  limitation. 
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This  proclamation,  however,  did  not  deter 
Sir  Walter  from  landing,  who  refoived  to 
furrender  himfelf  into  the  king's  hands,  to 
whom  he  wrote  a  letter  in  defence  of  himfelf. 
Fie  was  feized  on  the  road  to  London,  and  re- 
turned with  the  officers  to  Plymouth. 

On  the  feventh  of  Auguil,  he  arrived  at 
London,  where  he  was  permitted  the  confine- 
ment of  his  own  houfe  ;  but  having  good  rea- 
fon  not  to  trull  himfelf  to  the  mercy  of  the 
court,  he  formed  a  defign  to  efcape  into 
France  ;  which  being  difcovered,  he  was 
feized  in  a  boat  below  Woolwich,  and  was, 
on  the  tenth  of  Augult,  committed  to  the 
Tower. 

His  deatli  ^was  now  abfolutely  determined, 
yet  it  was  not  eafy  to  find  a  method  to  com- 
pafs  it,  iince  his  condud  in  his  late  expedi- 
tion, could  not  be  ftretched  in  law  to  fuch  a 
fentence ;  it  was  refoived  therefore  to  facrifice 
him  to  Spain,  in  a  manner  that  has  juiHy  ex- 
pofed  the  court  to  the  abhorrence  of  ail  fuc- 
ceeding  ages,  by  calling  him  down  to  judg- 
ment on  his  former  fentence,  pafTed  fifteen 
years  before.  Thus,  by  a  ftrange  contariety  of 
proceedings,  he,  who  had  been  condemned 
for  being  a  friend  to  the  Spaniards,  now  loll 
his  life  for  being  their  enemy. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  he,  hav- 
ing the  day  before  received  notice  to  prepare 
himfelf  for  death,  was,  on  the  twenty-eighth 
of  Oclobcr,  taken  out  of  his  bed,  in  the 
hot  fit  of  an  ague,  and  carried  to  the  King^s 
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Bench  bar,  at  Weflminfler,  where  the  chief- 
juilice  ordered  the  record  of  his  conviftion 
and  judgment  in  1603,  to  be  read  ;  and  then 
demanded.  What  he  had  to  offer  why  execu- 
tion lliould  not  be  awarded  againft  him  ?  To 
this  Sir  Walter  pleaded  his  commiiTion  for 
his  laii  voyage,  which  implied  a  reftoring  life 
to  him,  by  giving  him  power,  as  marlhal,  on 
the  life  and  death  of  others.  He  then  began 
to  juftify  his  condutl  in  that  voyage  ;  but  the 
court  refufed  to  hear  him,  and  he  was  ordered 
for  execution  the  next  day.  He  then  defired 
he  might  not  be  cut  off  fo  fuddenly,  calling 
upon  God  to  be  his  judge,  before  whom  he 
fhould  Ihortly  appear.  That  he  was  never  dif- 
loyal  to  his  majefty,  "  which  I  will  jullify," 
faid  he,  "  where  I  fhali  not  fear  the  face  of 
any  king  on  earth.'* 

The  fame  day  a  warrant  for  his  execution 
was  produced,  though  his  majefty  was  retired 
into  the  country.  Sir  Walter  eat  his  breakfaft 
heartily  that  morning,  fmoaked  his  pipe,  and 
made  no  more  of  death  than  if  he  had  been 
to  take  a  journey,  when,  being  condudled  to 
the  old  palace-yard,  Weftminlkr,  with  a 
chearful  countenance  he  faluted  the  lords, 
knights,  and  gentlemen  there  prefent.  After 
which  a  proclamation  was  made  for-  filence, 
and  he  addreffed  himfelf  to  fpeak  in  this  man- 
ner. 

**  I  defire  to  be  borne  withal,  for  this  is  the 
third  day  of  my  fever  ;  and,  if  I  ihall  fliew 
any  weaknefs,  I  befeech  you  to  attribute  it  to 
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my  malady,  for  this  is  the  hour  in  which  it  is 
wont  to  come." 

Then  paufing  a  while,  he  fat,  and  dire£led 
himfelf  towards  a  window,  where  the  lords  of 
Arundel,  Northampton,  and  Doncafter,  with 
fome  other  lords  and  knights,  fat,  and  fpokc 
as  followeth  : 

"  I  thank  God,  of  his  infinite  goodnefs, 
that  he  hath  brought  me  to  die  in  the  lightj, 
and  not  in  darknefs."  But,  by  reafon  that 
the  place  where  the  lords,  &c.  fat,  was  fome 
diftance  from  the  fcafFold,  that  he  perceived 
they  could  not  well  hear  him,  he  faid,  "  I 
will  ftrain  my  voice,  for  1  would  willingly  have 
your  honours  hear  me." 

But  lord  Arundel  faid,  <'  Nay,  we  will 
rather  come  down  to  the  fcafFold;"  which 
he  and  fome  others  did.  Where  being  come^ 
iiefalutedthem  feverally,  and  then  began  again 
tofpeak  as  followeth. 

**  As  I  faid,  I  thank  God  heartily,  that  he 
hath  brought  me  into  the  light  to  die  ;  ar^d, 
that  he  hath  not  fufFered  me  to  die  in  the  dark 
prifon  of  the  Tower,  where  I  have  fufFered  a 
great  deal  of  mifery  and  cruel  ficknefs  ;  and^ 
I  thank  God  that  my  fever  hath  not  taken  me 
at  this  time,  as  I  prayed  to  God  it  might 
not.  There  are  two  main  points  of  fufpicior?. 
that  his  majefty,  as  I  hear,  hath  conceived 
againfl  me.  To  refolve  your  lordlhips  wherein 
his  majefty  cannot  be  fatisfied,  which  J  defire 
to  clear,  and  to  refolve  your  lordlhip's  of  : 
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"  One  is,  That  his  majefty  hath  been  in- 
formed, that  I  have  often  had  plots  with 
France  ;  and  his  majeily  haih  good  reafon  to 
induce  him  thereunto.  One  reafon  that  his 
majefty  had  to  conjedure  fo,  was,  that,  when 
I  came  back  from  Guiana,  being  come  to 
Plymouth,  I  endea\'oured  to  go  in  a  bark  t© 
Rochel ;  which  was,  for  that  I  would  have 
made  my  peace  before  I  had  come  to  Eng- 
land. 

''  Another  reafon  was.  That,  upon  my 
flight,  I  did  intend  to  fly  into  France,  for  the 
faving  of  myfelf,  having  had  fome  terror  from 
above. 

**  A  third  reafon,  that  his  majefly  had 
reafon  to  fufped,  was,  The  French  agent's 
coming  to  mc.  Befides,  it  was  reported,  that 
1  had  a  commifiion  from  the  French  king  at 
my  going  forth.  Thefc  are  the  reafons  that 
bis  majefly  had,  as  I  am  informed,  to  fufpedl 

"  But  this  I  fay,  for  a  man  to  call  God  to 
witnefs  to  a  falfliood  at  the  hour  of  death,  is 
far  more  grievous  and  impious  ;  and  that  a 
man  that  fo  doth  cannot  have  falvation,  for 
he  hath  no  time  for  repentance.  Then  what 
j&iall  I  expeft,  that  am  going  inftantly  to 
render  up  my  account  ?  1  do  therefore  call 
God  to  witnefs,  as  I  hope  to  be  faved,  and  as 
I  hope  to  fee  him  in  his  kingdom,  which  I 
hope  I  ftiall  within  this  quarter  of  this  hour, 
I  never  had  any  commifiion  from  the  French 
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king,  nor  ever  faw  the  French  king's  hand- 
writing in  all  my  life  ;  neither  knew  I  that 
there  was  a  French  agent,  nor  what  he  was, 
till  I  met  him  in  my  gallery,  at  my  lodging, 
unlocked  for.  If  I  fpeak  not  true,  O  Lord, 
let  me  never  enter  into  thy  kingdom. 

*'  The  fecond  fufpicion  v/as.  That  bis  ma- 
jeily  had  been  informed,  that  I  fhould  fpeak 
diilionoarably  and  difioyaily  of  my  fovereign  ; 
but  my  accufer  was  a  bafe  Frenchman,  and  a 
runnagate  fellow  ;  one  that  hath  no  dwelling  ; 
a  kind  of  chymical  fellow  ;  one  that  I  knew 
to  be  perfidious  :  for,  being  by  him  drawn 
into  the  aftion  of  fearing  myfelf  at  Winchef- 
ter,  in  which  I  confefs  my  hand  was  touched, 
he,  being  fworn  to  fecrefy  over-night,  revealed 
it  the  next  morning. 

'*  But  this  I  fpeak  now,  what  have  I  to  do 
with  kings  ?  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  them., 
neither  do  I  fear  them  ;  I  have  only  nov/  to 
do  with  my  God,  in  whofe  prefence  I  ftand  ; 
therefore  to  tell  a  lie,  were  it  to  gain  the 
king's  favour,  were  vain.  Therefore,  as  I 
hope  to  be  faved  at  the  laft  judgment-day,  I 
never  fpoke  difioyaily,  or  difhoneltly,  of  his 
majefty  in  all  my  life  ;  and  therefore  I  cannot 
bat  think  it  flrange  that  tbo't  French-man,  be- 
ing fo  bafe  and  mean  a  feilow,  fliould  be  Cj 
far  credited  as  he  hath  been.  I  have  dealt 
truly,  as  I  hope  to  be  faved  ;  and  I  hope  I 
Hiall  be  believed.  I  confefs  I  did  attempt  to 
efcape  ;  I  cannot  excufe  it,  but  it  was  only 
to  fave  my  life.  And  I  do  iikevvife  confefs, 
D  3  that 
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that  I  did  feign  myfelf  to  be  illdifpofed  and 
fick  at  Salilbury  ;  but  I  hope  it  was  no  fia, 
for  the  prophet  David  did  make  himfelf  a 
fool,  and  fufFered  fpittle  to  fall  down  upon 
his  beard,,  to  efcape  fiora  the  hands  of  his 
enemies,  and  it  was  not  imputed  unto  him  : 
lb,  what  I  did,  I  intended  no  ill,  but  to  gain 
and  prolong  time  until  his  majeily  came, 
hoping  for  fome  commiferation  from  him. 
But  I  forgive  this  French-man,  and  Sir  Lewis 
Stewkeley,  with  all  my  heart;  for  I  have  re- 
ceived the  facram.ent  this  morning  of  Mr. 
dean  of  Weftminfter,  and  I  have  forgiven  all 
men  ;  but^  that  they  are  perfidious,  1  am  bound 
in  charity  to  fpeak.  that  all  men  may  take 
heed  of  them. 

"  Sir  Lewis  Stewkeley,  my  keeper  and 
klnfman,  hath  afHrmed  that  I  iliould  tell  him., 
tliat  my  lord  Carew,  and  my  lord  of  Doncafter 
here,  did  advife  m.e  to  efcape  ;  but  I  proteft, 
before  God,  I  never  told  him  any  fuch  thing; 
neither  did  the  lords  advife  me  to  any  fuck 
matter  ;  neither  is  it  likely  that  I  fhould  tell 
him  any  fuch  thing  of  two  privy -counfellors  ; 
neither  had  J  any  reafon  to  tell  him,  or  he  to 
report  it ;  far  it  is  well  known,  he  left  me  fix, 
feven,  eight,,  nine,  and  ten  days  together 
alone,  to  go  whither  I  lilled>  whilll  he  rode 
himfelf  about  the  country. 

*'  He  further  accufed  me,  thai  I  fhould  fhew 
him  a  letter,  whereby  I  did  fignify  unto  him,, 
that  I  would  give  him  ten  thoufand  pounds 
tbr  ray  efcape  ^  but  God    call  my  foul   into 
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everlafling  fire,  if  I  made  any  fuch  profFer  of 
ten  thoufand  pounds,  or  one  thoufand  ;  but, 
indeed,  I  Hiewed  him  a  letter,  that,  if  he 
would  go  with  me,  there  ihould  be  order 
taken  for  his  debts  when  he  was  gone  ;  nei- 
ther had  I  ten  thoufand  pounds  to  give  him  ; 
for,  if  1  had  had  fo  much,  I  coujd  have  made 
my  peace  with  it  better  another  way  than  in 
giving  it  to  Stewkeley. 

"  Further,  when  I  came  to  Sir  Edw^ard 
Pelham's  houfe,  who  had  been  a  follower  of 
mine,  and  who  gave  me  good  entertainment, 
he  gave  out,  that  I  had  received  fome  dram 
of  poifon  ;  when  I  anlwered  him,  that  I 
feared  no  fuch  thing,  for  I  was  well  affured 
of  them  in  the  houfe,  and  therefore  wifhed 
him  to  have  no  fuch  thought.  Nov/  God  for- 
give him,  for  I  do  -,  and  I  defire  God  to  for- 
give him.  I  will  not  only  fay,  God  is  a  God 
of  revenge  ;  but  I  defire  God  to  forgive  him, 
as  I  do  defire  to  be  forgiven  of  God." 

Then  looking  over  his  note  of  remem- 
brance, *'  Well,"  faid  he,  *'  thus  far  have  I 
gone  ;  a  little  more,  a  little  more,  and  I  will 
have  done  by  and  by. 

*'  It  was  told  the  king  that  I  ^'as  brought 
per  force  into  England,  and  that  I  did  not 
intend  to  come  again  ;  but  Sir  Charles  Parker, 
Mr.  Trefham,  Mr.  Leake,  and  divers  know 
how  I  was  dealt  v/ithal  by  the  common  foldi- 
ers,  which  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  num- 
ber, who  mutinied,  and  fent  for  me  to  come 
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into  the  fhip  to  them,  for  unto  me  they  would 
not  come  ;  and  there  I  wa?  forced  to  take  aa 
oath  that  I  would  not  go  into  Englaiid  till 
that  they  would  have  me  ;  otherwifs  they 
would  have  cafl  me  into  the  fea  ;  and  there  - 
withail  they  drove  me  into  my  cabbin,  and 
bent  all  their  forces  againft  me. 

**  Now,  after  I  had  taken  this  oath,  with 
wine  and  other  things,  fuch  as  I  had  about 
me,  I  drew  fome  of  the  chiefcfl  to  defill  from 
their  purpofes-;  and,  at  length,  I  perfuaded 
them  to  go  .into  Ireland  ;  which  they  were 
willing  unto,  and  would  have  gone  into  the 
north  parts  of  Ireland  ;  which  I  difTuaded 
ihem  from,  and  told  them  that  they  were 
Red-Shanks  that  inhabited  there;  and  with 
mnch  ado  I  perfuaded  them  to  go  into  the 
foiuh  parts  of  Ireland,  promifing  them  to  get 
their  pardons,  and  was  forced  to  give  them  one 
huriured  and  twenty  five  pounds  at  Kinfale,  to 
bring  them  home,  otherwife  I  had  never  got 
from  them. 

"  iTiear  likewife  there  was  a  report  that  I 
meant  not  to  go  to  Guiana  at  all,  and  that  I 
knew  not  of  any  mine,  nor  int-ended  any 
fuch  thing  or  matter,  but  only  to  get  my  li- 
berty, which  I  had  not  the  wit  to  keep. 

**  But  I  proteft  it  was  my  full  intent,  and 
for  gold  ;  for  gold,  for  the  benefit  of  his  ma- 
jell-'/  and  myfelf,  and  of  thofe  that  ventured 
and'  went  with  me,  with  the  reft  of  my  coun- 
trymen ;  but  he  that  knew  the  head  of  the 
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mine  would  not  difcover  it,  when  he  faw  my 
fon  was  flain,  but  made  away  himfelf." 

Then  turning  to  the  eari  of  .Arundel,  he 
faid,  *'  My  lord,  being  in  the  gallery  of  my 
{\Ap,  at  my  departure,  I  remember  your  ho- 
nour took  me  by  the  hand,  and  faid,  You 
would  requell  one  thing  of  me  ;  which  was, 
That,  whether  I  made  a  good  voyage  or  a 
bad,  I  fhould  not  fail  but  to  return  again  into 
England  ;  which  I  then  promifed  you,  and 
gave  you  my  faith  I  would  ;  and  fo  I  have," 
To  which  my  lord  anfwered,  "It  is  true,  I 
do  very  well  remember  it,  they  were  the  very 
lall:  words  I  fpake  unto  you." 

*'  Another  flander  was  ruifed  of  me,  That  T 
would  have  gone  away  from  them,  and' left 
them  at  Guiana.  But  there  was  a  great  many 
v.'orthy  men  that  accompanied  me  always  t 
as  my  ferjeant  major,  George  Raleigh,  and 
divers  others,  which  knew  my  intent  Vvas  no- 
thing fo. 

"  Another  opinion  was  held  of  me,"  that  I 
carried  with  me  to  fea  fixteen  thoufand  pieces, 
and  that  was  all  the  voyage  i  intended,  only 
to  get  money  into  my  hands.  As  I  iliall  an- 
fwer  it  before  God,  I  had  not  in  all  the  world 
in  my  hands,  or  others  to  my  ufe,  either  di- 
redly,  or  indire<5tly,  above  a  hundred  pound? ; 
whereof,  when  I  went,  I  gave  my  wife  twen- 
ty-five pounds  thereof;  but  the  error  thereof 
came,  as  I  perceived^  by  looking  over  the 
^rivener's  book?,  where  thev  found  the  bills 
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of  adventure  aiifing  to  a  great  fum,-  (o  raifed 
that  falfe  report. 

"  Only  I  will  borrow  a  little  time  of  Mr, 
sheriffs  to  fpeak  of  one  thing,  that  doth  make. 
my  heart  to  bleed  to  hear  that  fuch  an  impu- 
tation fhould  be  laid  upon  me;  for  'tis  faid,. 
that  I  fhould  be  a  perfecutor  of  the  death  of 
the  earl  of  Effex  ;  and,  that  I  flood  in  a  win- 
dow over-againfl  him,  when  he  fufFered,  and 
puffed  out  tobacco  in  difdain  of  him.  God  I 
take  to  witnefs,  I  fhed  tears  for  him  when  he 
died  ;  and,  as  I  hope  to  look  God  in  the  face 
hereafter,  my  lord  of  ElTex  did  not  fee  my 
face  when  he  fufFered,  for  I  v/as  afar  off  in 
the  Armory,  where  I  faw  him,  but  he  faw  not 
32:e. 

"^  I  confefs  indeed  I  was  of  a  contrary  fac- 
tion, but  I  know  my  lord  of  EfTex  was  a  noble 
gentleman,  and  that  it  would  be  worfe  with 
me  when  he  was  gone,  for  I  got  the  hate  of 
thofe  which  wifhed  me  well  before,  and  thofe 
tiiat  fetme  againfl  him,  afrerv/ards  fet  them- 
felves  againft  me,  and  were  my  greatefl  ene- 
mies ^  and  my  foul  hath  many  times  been 
grieved  tliat  I  was  not  nearer  him  when  he- 
died  ;  bccaufe,  as  I  underftood  afterwards^ 
that  he  aiked  for  me  at  his  death  to  have  been- 
reconciled  unto  me.  And  thefe  be  the  mate- 
rial points  I  thought  good  to  fpeak  of;  and  I 
am  now,  at  this  inftant,  to  render  up  an  ac- 
count to  God  ;  and  I  protefl,  as  I  Ihall  ap- 
pear before  him,  this  that  I  have  fpoken  is 
£j--u:£3.  fend  I  hope  I  flialj  be  believed." 

Then 
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Then  a  proclamation  being  made,  that  all 
men  fhould  depart  the  fcafFold,  he  prepared 
himfelf  for  death  ;  giving  away  his  hat,  his 
cap,  with  fome  money,  to  fuch  as  he  knew 
that  flood  near  him.  And  then,  taking  his 
leave  of  the  lords,  knights,  gentlemen,  and 
others  of  his  acquaintance  ;  andy  amongfl 
the  reft,  taking  his  leave  of  my  lord  Arun- 
del, he  thanked  him  for  his  company,  and 
entreated  him  to  define  the  king,  that  no  fcan- 
dalous  v/riting  to  defame  him  might  be  pub- 
lifned  after  his  death  ;  faying  further  unto 
him,  *'  I  have  a  long  journey  to  go,  and 
therefore  I  will  take  my  leave. '^ 

Then  putting  off  his  doublet  and  gown,  he 
defired  the  headfman  to  fhew  him  the  axe  ; 
which  not  being  fuddenly  granted  unto  him, 
he  faid,  **  I  pr'ythee  let  me  fee  it.  Doft  thoa 
think  that  I  am  afraid  of  it?"  So  it  being 
given  unto  him,  he  felt  along  upon  the  edge 
©f  it;  and,  fmiling,  fpake  unto  Mr.,  (heriff^^ 
faying,  **  This  is  a  (harp  medicine,  but  it  is 
a  phyf.cian  that  will  cure  all  difeafes.*'  After 
which,  going  to  and  fro  upon  the  fcafFold  on 
every  fide,  he  entreated  the  company  to  pray, 
to  God  to  give  him Hrength. 

I'he  execationer  kneeling  down  afked  him 
forgivenefs  ;  and  he,  laying  his  hand  upon  his- 
fhoulder,.  forgave  him. 

Then  being  afked  which  way  he  would  lay. 

himfelf  on  the  block,  he   made  anfwcr,  and 

faid,  "  So  the  heart  be   ftrait,  it  is  no  matter 

which-  way  the  head  lieth."     So,=.  layi^ng:  his 
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head  on  the  block,  his  face  being  towards  the 
€ail:,  the  headfman,  throwing  down  his  own. 
cloak,  becaufe  he  would  not  fpoil  the  prifon- 
er's  gown,  he,  giving  the  headfman  a  fign 
when  he  fiiould  flrike,  by  lifting  up  his  hands, 
the  executioner  ftruck  off  hi^  head  at  two 
blows,  his  body  never  fhrinking  nor  moving. 
Hi?  head  was  fhewn  on  each  {)de  of  the  fcaf- 
ioW,  and  then  put  into  a  red  leather  bag,  and 
his  wrought  velvet  gown  thrown  over  it,  v/hich 
uas  afterwards  conveyed  away  in  a  mourning 
coach  of  his  lady's, 

»Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  Letter  to  the   King  the 
Night  before  his  Death. 

THE  life  which  I  had,  mofl  mighty  prince, 
the  law  hath  taken  from  me,  and  I  am  now 
but  the  fame  earth  and  duft,  out  of  which  I 
was  made.  If  my  offence  had  any  proportion 
with  your  majefly's  mercy,  I  might  defpair; 
or,  if  my  deferving  had  any  quantity  with 
your  majefty's  unmeafurable  goodnefs,  I  might 
yet  have  hope  :  but  it  is  you  that  muft  judge, 
and  not  I.  Name,  blood,  gentility,  oreflate, 
I  have  none  :  no,  not  fo  much  as  a  being  ; 
no,  not  fo  much  as  a  vitam  planta.  I  have 
only  a  penitent  foul  in  a  body  of  iron,  which 
moveth  towards  the  loadftone  of  death,  and 
cannot  be  withheld  from  touching  it,  except 
your  majefly's  mercy  turn  the  point  towards 
me  that  expelleth.    Loft  I  am  for  hearing  of 

vain 
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v^-in  man,  for  hearing  only,  and  never  believ- 
ing nor  accepting.  And  fo  little  account  I 
made  of  that  fpeech  of  his,  which  was  my 
condemnation  (as  my  forfaking  him  doth  truly 
witnefs)  that  I  never  remembered  any  fuch 
thing  till  it  was  at  my  trial  obje(^ed  againll 
me.  So  did  he  repay  my  care,  who  cared  to 
make  him  good,  which  i  now  fee  no  care  of 
man  can  effefl:.  But  God,  for  ray  offence  to 
him,  hath  laid  this  heavy  burden  on  me,  mi- 
ferable  and  unfortunate  wretch  that  I  am.  But, 
for  not  loving  you,  my  fovereign,  God  hath 
not  laid  this  forrovv  on  me ;  for  He  knows, 
with  whom  I  am  not  in  cafe  to  lye,  that  I  ho- 
noured your  majefty  by  fame,  and  loved  and 
admired  you  by  knowledge  ;  fo  that,  whether 
I  live  or  die,  your  majeliy's  loving  fervant  I 
will  live  and  die. 

If  now  I  write  what  feems  not  well-favoured, 
moft  merciful  prince,  vouchfafe  to  afcribe  it  to 
the  counfel  of  a  dead  heart,  and  to  a  mind 
that  forrow  hath  confounded  :  but  the  more 
my  mifery  is,  the  m.ore  is  your  majefly's 
m^rcy,  if  you  pleafe  to  behold  it ;  and  the 
lefs  I  can  deferve,  the  more  liberal  your  ma- 
jefty's  gift  fhall  be.  Herein  you  ihall  only 
imitate  God,  giving  (ree  life  :  and  by  giving 
to  fuch  a  one  from  whom  there  can  be  no  re- 
tribution, but  only  a  defire  to  pay  a  lent  life 
with  the  fame  great  love  which  the  fame  great 
goodnefs  fhall  beftow  on  it. 

This  being  the  firft  letter  which  ever  your 
majefty  received  from  a  dead  man,  I  humbly 

fubmit 
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fubmit  myfelfto  the  will  of  God,  my  fupreme 
Lord,  and  fhall  willingly  and  patiently  fufFer 
whatfoever  it  fhall  pleaie  your  majei^y  to  afHidl 
aie  withaL 

Walter  Raleigh^ 


The  Copy  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  Letter  to 
his  Wife,  the  Night  before  his  Death. 

YOU  fhall  now  receive,  my  dear  wife,  my. 
kfl  words  in  thefe  my  laft  lines.  My  love  I 
fend  you,  that  you  may  keep  it  when  I  am 
dead  ;  and  my  counfel,  that  you  may  remem- 
ber it  when  I  am  no  more.  I  would  not, 
by  my  will,  prefent  you  with  forrows,  dear 
Befs,  let  them  go  into  the  grave  with  me,  and 
be  buried  in  the  dull  :  and,  feeing  that  it  is 
not  God's  will  that  I  fhould  fee  you  any  more 
in  this  life,  bear  it  patiently,  and  with  a 
heart  like  thyfelf 

Firll,  I  fend  you  all  the  thanks  which  my 
^eart  can  conceive,  or  my  words  can  rehearfe, 
fbr  your  many  travails,  and  care  taken  for 
Hie  ;  which,  though  they  have  not  taken  ef- 
fe<^,  as  you  wilhed,  yet  my  debt  to  you  is  not 
the  lefs  3  but  pay  it  I  never  fhall  in  this^ 
world. 

Secondly,  I  befeech  you,  for  the  love  you 
bare  me  living,  do  not  hide  yourfelf  many 
days,  but,-  by  your  travels,  feek  to  help  your 
s^iferable  fortunes,  and  the  rightof  your  poor 

child,. 
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child.  Thy  mourning  cannot  avail  me,  I  am 
but  duft. 

Thirdly,  you  fhall  underfland  that  my  land 
was  conveyed,  bona  fide,  to  my  child^  The. 
writings  were  drawn  at  Midfummer  was 
twelve  months ;  my  honeft  eoufm  Brett  can 
tellify  fo  much,  and  Dolberry  too  can  remem- 
ber fomewhat  therein  :  and,  I  trufl  my  blood 
will  quench  their  malice  that  have  cruelly 
murdered  me  ;  and,  that  they  will  not  feek 
alfo  to  kill  thee  and  thine  v/ith  extreme  po- 
verty. 

To  what  friend  to  direfl  thee  I  know  nof,. 
for  all  mine  have  left  me  in  the  true  time  of 
trial ;  and  I  perceive  that  my  death  was  deter- 
mined from  the  iirft  day.  MoH  forry  I  am,. 
God  knows,  that,  being  thus  furprized  with 
death,  I  can  leave  you  in  no  becter  eftate  : 
God  is  my  witnefs  I  meant  you  all  my  office 
of  wines,  or  all  that  I  could  have  purchafed- 
by  felling  it,  half  my  fluff,,  and  all  my  jewels,, 
but  fome  one  for  the  boy  ;  but  God  hath  pre- 
vented all  my  refolutions :  that  great  God  that 
ruleth  all  in  all  :  but,  if  you  can  live  free 
from  want,  care  for  no  more,  the  reft  is  but 
vanity.  Love  God,  and  begin  betimes  to  re- 
pofe  yourfelf  upon  him;  and  therein  you  fhall 
lind  true  and  lalHng  riches,  and  endlefs  com- 
fort :  for  the  red,  Vv^hen  you  have  travelled  and 
wearied  your  thoughts  over  all  forts  of  worldly 
cogitations,  you  fhall  but  fit  down  by  forrov/ 
ixi  the  end.  Teach  your  fon  alfo  to  love  and 
ftar  God  J   vvhilil.  he  is  yet  young,  that  tha- 

fear. 
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fear  of  God   may  grow  with   him  ;  and  then 
God    will  be  a  hufband  to  you,  and  a  father 
to  him  ;   a  hufband  and  a  father  which  cannot 
be  taken  from  you 

Bailey  cweth  me  two  hundred  pounds,  and 
/idrian  fix  hundred  pounds,  in  Jerfey.  I  alfo 
have  much  owing  me  befides.  The  arrearages 
cf  the  wines  will  pay  your  debts  :  and,  how- 
foever  you  do,  for  my  foul's  fake,  pay  all  poor 
men.  When  I  am  gone,  no  doubt  but  you 
fiiall  be  fought  to,  for  the  world  thinks  that 
I  was  very  rich.  But  take  heed  of  the  pre- 
tences of  men  and  their  affej^ions,  for  they 
laft  not  but  in  honeft  and  worthy  men  ;  and 
no  greater  mifery  x:an  befal  you  in  this  life 
than  to  become  a  prey,  and  afterwards  to  be 
defpifed.  I  fpeak  not  this,  God  knows,  to 
difluade  you  from  marriage,  for  it  will  be  beft 
for  you  both  in  refpedl  of  the  world  and  of 
God.  As  for  me,  I  am  no  more  yours,  nor 
you  mine  ;  Death  hath  cut  us  afunder  j  and 
God  hath  divided  me  from  the  world,  and 
you  from  me.  Remember  your  ji'oor  child  for 
his  father's  fake,  who  chofe  yoa,  and  loved 
you  in  his  happieft  times. 

Get  thofe  letters,  if  it  be  pofTible,  which  I 
writ  to  the  lords,  wherein  I  fued  for  my  life, 
God  is  my  witnefs,  it  war  for  you  and  yours 
that  I  defired  life;  but  it  is  true  that  I  dif- 
dained  myfelf  for  begging  of  it :  for  know  it, 
my  dear  v^^ife,  that  your  fon  is  the  fon  of  a  true 
man,  and  who,  in  his  own  refped,  defpifeth 
death  and  ail  his  mi/hapen  and  ugly  forms.     I 

cannot 
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cannot  write  much.  God,  he  knows  how 
hardly  I  fteal  this  time  while  others  ileepj  and 
it  is  alfo  time  that  I  mould  feparate  my  thoughts 
from  the  world. 

Berr  niy  dead  body,  which  living  was  denied 
thee;  and  either  lay  it  at  Sherburne,  (and,  if 
the  iand  continue)  or  in  Exeter-church,  by 
my  father  and  mother. 

J  can  fay  no  more,  time  and  death  call  me 
away.  The  everlalHng,  powerful,  infinite, 
and  omnipotent  God  ;  that  almighty  God, 
who  is  goodnefs  itfelf,  the  true  life  and  true 
light,  keep  thee  and  thine  ;  have  m.ercy  on 
me,  and  teach  me  to  forgive  my  perfecutors 
and  accufers,  and  fend  us  to  meet  in  his  glo- 
rious kingdom.  My  dear  wife  farewel,  Blefs 
my  poor  boy.  Pray  for  me,  and  let  my  good 
God  hold  you  both  in  his  arms. 

Written  with  the  dying  hand  of  fometimes 
thy  hufband,  burnow,  alas!  overthrown, 

Walter  Raleigh. 

A  gentleman,  who  writes  the  hiilory  of 
Raleigh's  lire,  informs  us.  That,  coming  from 
L'eland,  and  being  equipped  in  a  very  good 
habit,  which  it  feems  was  the  greateii  part  of 
his  eflate  (and  which,  he  well  obferves,  is 
one  of  the  bed  means  of  introducing  a  maa 
into  the  world  whofe  worth  is  unknown)  as 
the  queen  was  walking  in  the  park,  and  com- 
ing to  a  watry  place,  where  ftie  found  fome 
difficulty  to  get  over,  Sir  Walter  immediately 
pulled  off  a  new  piufli  coat  he  had   on,  and 

laid 


6&       BRITISH  PLUTARCH. 

laid  it  down  for  her  majeftyto  tread  on;;  whic^ 
the  queen  was  extremely  pleafed  with,  and 
foon  after  took  occafion  to  requite. 

To  fuch  lucky  accidents  fometimes  do  men 
owe  their  fuccefs.  The  greateft  merit  is  often 
defeated  by  a  kind  of  criminal  modefty,  or  a 
want  of  opportunity  to  difcover  itielf ;  while 
the  forward  and  bold,  though  the  moft  empty 
worth lefs  things  in  nature,  often  arrive  at  the 
higheft  preferments  j  but  this  was  not  the- 
cafe  of  Sir  Walter.  He  was  a  gentleman  of  a 
good  prefence,  handfome,  and  well  propor- 
tioned -j  had  a  flrong  and  natural  wit,  and  a 
better  judgment ;  a  voluble  tongue,  and  good 
addrefs ;  and  to  thefe  he  had  added  a  general  , 
learning,  being  an  indefatigable  reader,  even 
while  engaged  in  the  fervice  by  fea  or  land  ; 
and  a  great  obferver  of  men  and  times. 

His  motto,  fays  the  Vv'riter  of  his  life,  was,. 
Tarn  Marti  quam  Mercurio ;  though,  we  find 
it  in  Collier  to  be,  Either  die  nobly,  cr  live 
^honourably. 

Five  hours  he  ufed  to  fleep,  four  he  read,, 
two  he  fpent  in  difcourfe,  and  the  reft  he  al- 
lotted for  bufinefs.  There  was  not  an  expert 
foldier  or  feaman  but  he  confulted  ;  no  valua- 
ble treatife  of  navigation,  whether  printed  or 
manufcript,  but  he  read  :  obferving  that  there 
was  nothing  of  greater  confequence,  for  the 
advancement  of  learning,  than  the  finding- 
out  the  plaineft  and  moll  compendious  way 
of  knowing  and  teaching  things  in  every  fci- 
ence , 

During 
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During  his  confinement  in  the  Tower,  he 
compofed  that  excellent  work,  entitled,  The 
Hiftory  of  the  World  ;  from  whence,  indeed, 
the  charader  of  this  gentleman  may  be  bed 
Golledled,  every  man  being  befl  known  by  his 
works. 

On  his  return  to  England,  after  his  lafl  ex- 
pedition, not  doubting  but  that  he  fliould  be 
made  a  facrifice  to  the  Spaniard,  he  fent  for 
Mr.  Burre,  who  had  printed  his  firfl  volume 
of  The  Hiftory  of  the  World,  and  aiked  him 
how  it  fold.  Burre  anfwered,  It  fold  fo  flowly 
It  had  undone  him  ;  which  it  feems  was  falfe. 
Whereupon  Sir  Walter  took  the  other  part,, 
which  was  unprinted,  out  of  Ms  defk,  and 
fighing  faid,  ^'  Ah !  my  friend,  hath  the  firlt 
part  undone  thee  }  The  fecond  volume  Ihall 
undo  no  more  ;  this  ungrateful  world  is  un- 
worthy of  it  :  and  immediately  threw  it  into 
the  fire,  and  fet  his  foot  upon,  it  till  it  was 
confumed^ 

Befides  his  Hiflory  of  the  World,  he  wrote 
a  treatife  called.  The  Cabinet  Council;  con- 
taining the  arts  of  government :  An  Accurate 
Account  of  his  Catholic  Majefty's  power  and 
Riches :  The  Rife  and  Ruin  of  the  Saracen 
Empire  :  A  Treatife  of  Mines  and  Minerals  : 
The  Prerogatives  of  Parliaments  :  another 
treatife,  entitled,  Inllrudlions  to  his  Son  and 
his  Pofterity  ;  and  feveral  fpeeches  and  argu- 
ments in  feveral  parliaments. 
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His  body  was  Interred  in  the  chancel  of  St. 
Margaret's  church,  Weftminfler  ;  but  hb  head 
was  long  prefeived  in  a  cafe  by  his  widow, 
who  furvived  him  twenty  years. 

In  a  word,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  fell,  in  the 
fixty-fixth  year  of  his  age,  a  facrifice  to  a  con- 
temptible adminiftration,  and  the  refentment 
of  a  mean  prince:  a  man  of  fo  great  abilities, 
that  neither  that  nor  the  preceding  reign  pro- 
duced his  equal.  His  charadler  was  a  combi- 
nation of  almoft  every  eminent  quality  :  he 
was  the  foldier,  ftatefman,  andfcholar,  united  ; 
and,  had  he  lived  with  the  heroes  of  antiquity, 
he  would  have  made  a  juft  parallel  to  C^fcir 
and  Xenophon,  like  them  being  mafter  of  the 
fword  and  the  pen.  So  that  he  was  enabled, 
as  a  poet  beautifully  expreffes  it,  to  enrich  the 
world  with  his  prilon- hours. 

As  the  fentence  of  Raleigh  blackens  but  his 
king,  fo  his  memory  will  be  ever  dear  to  the 
lovers  of  learning,  and  of  their  country ; 
and,  tho'  he  makes  not  a  very  great  figure  as 
a  poet,  having  bufmefs  of  greater  importance 
continually  upon  his  hands;  yet  it  would  be 
an  unpardonable  negligence  not  to  mention 
him  in  that  chara6ler. 

We  fhall  clofe  this  article  with  a  fpecimen 
of  Sir  Waiter's  poetry  in  a  piece  called.  The 
Vifion  of  the  Fairy  Queen. 

Methought 
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Mcthought  I  faw  the  grave  where  Laura  lay. 

Within  that  temple  where  the  veftal  flame 
Was  wont  to  burn  ;  and  pafling  by  that  way, 

To  fee  that  bury'd  dud  of  living  fame, 
Whofe  tomb  fair  Love  and  fairer  Virtue  kept, 

All  fuddenly  I  faw  the  Fairy  Queen  ; 
At  whofe  approach  the  foul  of  Petrarch  wept. 

And,  from  henceforth,    thofe  graces  were 
not  feen  ; 
For  they  this  queen  attended  ;  in  whofe  ftead 

Oblivion  laid  him  down  in  Laura's  hearfe  : 
Hereat  the  hardeft  ftoncs  were  feen  to  bleed. 

And  groans  of  bury'd  ghofls  the  heavens  did 
pierce  ; 
Where   Homer's  fpright  did  tremble  all  for 
grief, 

And  curs'd  th'  accefs  of  that  cceleftial  thief. 


THE 
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Tf^e   life   of 

Ben.     Johnson. 


BEN.  John  SON,  fo  famous  for  being  one 
of  the  fathers  of  the  Englifli  ftage,  in 
draniatic  poetry,  was  the  fruit  of  a  pofthumous 
birth,  and  came  into  the  world  about  a  month 
after  the  death  of  his  father.  Being  born  in 
Weftminfter,  he  was  put  to  a  private  fchool  in 
the  church  of  St.  Martin's  in  the  fields ;  but 
removed  thence,  at  a  proper  age,  to  that  of 
the  royal  foundation,  where  Camden  became 
his  mailer.  As  his  father  was  a  gentleman  and 
a  clergyman,  this  ftep  feems  to  have  been  taken 
in  the  view  of  breeding  him  to  the  church. 
But  the  widow  being  left  in  narrow  circum- 
llances,  thought  fit  not  to  refufe  an  ofFer  of  mar- 
riage, which  was  made  to  her  by  a  bricklayer; 
and,  after  her  fon  had  continued  fome  years  at 
Weftminfter  fchool,  and  made  an  extraordina- 
ry progrefs  in  clafiical  learning,  (he  took  him 
away,  and  obliged  him  to  work  under  his 
jftep- father. 

This  was  nipping  the  firftfprigof  his  dawn- 
ing hopes  in  the  bud ;  his  fpirit  was  not  of  a 
temper  to  take  the  bent  of  fo  mortifying  a 
change.  In  the  depth  of  his  refentment,  he 
left  his  mother  j  and  enlifting  himfelf  a  foldier, 

wa» 
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was  carried  to  the  Englifh  army,  then  engaged 
againft  the  Spaniards  in  the  Netherlands, 
Here  he  acquired  a  degree  of  military  glory, 
which  rarely  falls  to  the  lot  of  a  common  man 
in  that  profefiion.  In  an  encounter  with  a 
fingle  man  of  the  enemy,  he  flew  his  opponent; 
and  Gripping  him,  carried  off  the  fpoils  in  the 
vie>v  of  both  armies. 

upon  his  return  home,  he  followed  the  bent 
of  his  inclination  ;  and  refuming  his  ftudies, 
went  to  St.  John's  college  in  Cambridge. 
But  here  he  had  foon  the  misfortune  to  under- 
go a  fecond  mortification.  The  (hortnefs  of 
his  purfe  not  fupplying  him  with  the  decent 
conveniencies  of  a  learned  eafe,  he  found  him- 
felf  under  a  neceffity  of  quitting  the  feat  of 
the  mufes,  after  a  (hortftay  there.  In  this  ex- 
igence he  took  a  courfe,  not  uncommon  to 
perfons  of  fuch  a  genius  -under  the  like 
diftrefs.  He  applied  to  the  play-houfes,  and 
was  admitted  into  an  obfcure  one,  called  the 
Green  Curtain,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Shore- 
ditch  and  Clerkenwell.  He  had  not  been 
long  in  this  ftation,  when,  not  contenting  him- 
felf  with  the  bufinefs  of  an  a6lor  only,  he 
took  up  his  pen,  and  wrote  fome  pieces  for 
the  flage.  But  his  performances  either  way 
did  no  credit  to  his  genius. 

During  his  continuance  in  this  humble  fla- 

'  tion,  he  had  a  quarrel  with  one  of  the  players ; 

who  fending  him  a  challenge,  there  enfued  a 

duel,   wherein  Johnfon  killed  his  adverfary. 

For  this   offence   being   thrown  into  prifon, 

under 
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under  that  misfortune,  his  fpirit,  was  funic 
into  fuch  a  degree  of  melancholy,  that  he 
became  a  fit  objed  to  be  fubdaed  by  th® 
crafty  attacks  of  a  popilli  priefl ;  who,  offi'Si- 
oufly  vifiting  him  in  his  confinement,  prevailed 
upon  him  to  renounce  the  dodrine  he  was 
bred  in,  and  become  a  Roman  catholic,  and 
he  remained  twelve  years  within  the  pale  of 
that  church.  But  not  long  after  this  change 
in  his  religious  condition,  he  alfo  made  a 
change  in  his  civil  one,  and  took  to  himfelf  a 
wife,  having  firil  obtained  his  releafement  from 
prifon.  His  fpirit  revived  with  his  liberty  ; 
and,  maugre  all  the  difcouragements  he  met 
with,  he  went  on  digging  in  the  poetic  mine,, 
and,  by  dint  of  unparalleled  induilry,  improved 
his  genius  fo  much,  that  at  length  he  produced 
a  play ;  which  having  the  good  fortune  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  Shakefpear,  that  humane 
good-natured  bard,  refolving  to  do  full  julHce 
to  its  merit,  brought  it  upon  the  ftage,  v/here 
he  was  a  manager,  and  aded  a  part  in  it  him- 
felf. 

Thus  encouraged,  his  genius  ripened  apace, 
and  his  comedy,  intitled.  Every  Man  in  his 
Humour,  made  its  appearance  on  the  fame 
ftage  in  1598.  This  was  follov/ed  the  next 
year  by  Every  Man  out  of  his  Humour.  And 
he  continued,  in  like  manner,  to  furnifh  a 
new  play  every  year,  till  he  was  called  off  by 
the  mafques  and  entertainments  made  for  the 
reception  of  king  James  I.  on  his  acceffion  to 
the  throne  of  England.     He  was   continually 

retained 
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retained  in  this  employ,   on  all  occafions,   du- 
ring his  whole  life  afterward. 

But  thefe  {lighter  efforts  of  his  mufe  did  not 
wholly  occupy  his  genius.  Both  inclination 
and  ambition  concurred  in  prompting  him  to 
the  graver  and  weightier  works  of  the  drama. 
Accordingly,  in  1605,  came  out  his  comedy  of 
Volpone,  or  the  Fox  ;  which  being  wholly 
finirtied  in  the  fpace  of  five  weeks,  did  not 
hinder  him  from  indulging  the  fuurnefs  of  his 
temper,  in  a  fatirical  com.edy,  called,  Eaftward  • 
Hoe,  written  about  this  time  again  ft  the 
Scotch  nation.  In  this  piece  cf  intempe- 
rance, Chapman  and  Marfton  were  his  coad- 
jutors ;  and  they  were  all  three  committed  to 
prifon,  and  brought  in  danger  of  lofing 
their  ears  and  nofes  in  the  pillory  ;  but,  how- 
ever, had  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  a  par- 
don. 

To  repair  this  fault,  Johnfon  facrificed  both 
his  time  and  his  mufe,  almoft  intirely,  to  gra- 
tify the  tafte  of  the  court  in  mafques,  for  feme 
years  ;  fo  that  his  next  play  did  not  make  its 
appearance  till  1609.  But  he  made  fome 
amends  for  the  length  cf  this  interval,  by  the 
perfeOion  of  the  piece,  which  he  intitled. 
Epicene,  or  the  Silent  Woman  ;  this  being  ge- 
nerally efteemcd  the  moft  exad  and  finifhed. 
comedy  that  our  nation  hath  produced.  And 
the  next  year  he  brought  forth  The  Alche- 
mifl,  one  of  the  beft  of  his  comedies ;  but 
that  was  followed  the  enfuing  year,  16 1 1 ,  by 
the  worft  of  his  tragedies,  inutled  Cataline. 
Vol.  V.  E  In 
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fn  1613  our  author  took  a  tour  to  Paris, 
where  he  was  admitted  to  an  interview  and 
converfation  with  cardinal  Perron,  whom  he 
treated  v.'ith  all  that  franknefs  and  bluntnefs 
which  was  io  much  his  nature.  It  was  about 
this  time  that  he  commenced  a  quarrel  with 
Inigo  Jones,  whom  he  therefore  made  the 
fubjedl  of  his  ridicule,  in  his  next  comedy, 
called  Bartholomew-Fair,  afted  in  1614. 
That  was  fucceeded  by  The  Devil's  an  Afs, 
in  1616.  This  year  he  publifhed  his  works 
in  one  folio  volume  ;  and  the  poet-laurcat's 
falary,  of  an  hundred  marks  per  annum,  was 
fettled  upon  him  for  life,  by  king  James  I. 
the  fame  year. 

Crowned  with  thefe  honours  by  his  prince, 
he  faw  the  moll:  diilingui'hed  wits  of  his  time 
crowding  his  train  and  courting  his  acquain- 
tance. And,  in  that  fpirit,  he  was  invited 
to  Chrift-Church  in  Oxford,  by  Dr.  Corbet, 
then  fgnior-ftudent  of  that  college.  Our  poet 
gladly  accepted  the  invitation ;  and,  having 
pafled  fome  time  in  cultivating  his  mufe  in 
that  delightful  feat,  he  received  an  additional 
atteftaticn  of  his  merit  from  the  univerfity, 
who  prefented  him  with  the  honorary  degree 
of  mafter  of  arts,  at  thead  in  16 19.  On  the 
^eath  of  the  laureat,  Samuel  Daniel,  in  Odo- 
ber  following,  Johnfon  fucceeded  to  that  poft, 
the  duty  of  which  had  been  chiefly  performed 
by  him  along  time  before^ 

The  year  had  not  yet  expired,  when  our 
tkow  crowned  lauieat  took  a  tour^nto  Scotland, 

on 


BEN.    JOHNSON.  75 

on  purpofe  to  vifit  a  favourite  brother-poet, 
Mr.  Drummond  of  Hawthornden  in  that  coun- 
try. He  pafTed  fome  months  with  this  ingenious 
friend,  to  whom  he  opened  his  heart  with  a 
moft  unreferved  freedom  and  confidence,  the 
fweeteft  gift  of  friendlhip.  Our  author  was 
much  pleafed  with  the  adventures  of  this  jour- 
ney, and  celebrated  them  in  a  particular 
poem ;  which,  with  feveral  more  of  his  pro- 
dudions,  being  accidentally  burnt,  about  two 
or  three  years  afterwards,  that  lofs  drew  from 
him  a  poem,  which  he  called,  An  Execration 
upon  Vulcan.  He  fcems  to  have  let  no  yea» 
pafs  without  the  amufement  of  writing  fome 
of  thefe  fmaller  pieces.  And  thofe,  with  the 
mafques,  which  the  office  of  poet-laureat  then 
particularly  called  for  every  Chrillmas,  filled 
up  the  interval  to  the  year  1625  ;  when  his 
comedy,  intitied,  Th«  Staple  of  News,  ap- 
peared upon  the  flage.  Not  long  afterwards 
he  fell  into  an  ill  Hate  of  health,  which,  how- 
ever, did  not  hinder  thedifcharge  of  his  duty 
at  court.  And  he  found  time  alfo  to  gratify 
the  more  agreeable  exercife  of  play-writing ; 
for,  in  1629^  he  brought  another  comedy, 
called,  The  New  Inn,  or  the  light  Heart, 
to  the  theatre.  But  here  his  adverfaries  pre- 
vailed over  him  ;  the  play  was  hifled  out  of 
the  houfe  on  its  firll  appearance  there,-  and 
our  laureat  had  recourfe  to  his  pride  for  a  re- 
venge, which  dictated  an  ode  to  himfelf,  threat- 
nirig  to  leave  the  ftage.  This  csconomy  hav- 
mg  reduced  his  finances  to  a  low  ebb,  the 
E  2  kin]§^ 
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kinggracioufly  fent  him  a  purfe  of  an  hundred 
pounds.  That  goodnefs  was  properly  and  in 
charafter  repaid  by  an  epigram,  addrefied  to 
his  royal  benefaftor.  which,  for  fome  fpeciaJ 
reafons,  is  inferted  here. 

Great  Charles,  among  the  holy  gifts  of  grace, 

Annexed  to  thy  perfon  and  thy  place, 

'Tis  not  enough  (thy  piety  is  fuch) 

To  cure  the  called  king's-evil  with  a  touch, 

But  thou  wilt  yet  a  kingly  maft'ry  try. 

To  cure  the  poet's  evil,  poverty  : 

And  in  thefe  cures  doft  to  thyfelf  enlarge. 

As  thou  dofl  cure  our  evil  at  thy  charge. 

Nay,  and  ia  this  thou  fhew'ft  to  value  more, 

©ne  poet,  than  of  other  folks  ten  fcore. 

O  piety  !  fo  to  weigh  the  poor's  eftates, 

O  bounty  !  fo  to  difference  the  rates. 

What  can  the  poet  vvifti  his  king  may  do. 

But  that  he  cure  the  people's  evil  too  ? 

But  his  majefty's  munificence  did  not  Hop 
here  ;  he  augmented  the  laureat's  falary  of 
an  hundred  marks,  to  an  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  together  with  the  addition  of  a  tierce  of 
canary  wine;  which  penfion  has  been  conti- 
nued to  his  fucceffors  in  that  office  ever  fmce. 
Our  poet  drew  up  a  petition  for  this  favour,  in 
the  following  form : 

Tlie  humble  petition  of  poor  Ben, 
To  th'  bell  of  monarchs,  mailers,  men, 
Kin^  Charles. 

Doth 
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Doth  raoft  humbly  fiiew  it, 
To  your  rnajeiiy,  your  poet: 
That  whereas  your  royal  father 
James  the  bleffed,  pleafed  the  rather, 
Of  his  fpecial  grace  to  letters. 
To  make  all  the  mufes  debtors 
To  his  bou.ity  :  by  extenfion 
Of  a  free  poetic  pcnfiori, 
A  large  hundred  marks  annuity. 
To  be  given  me  in  gratuity, 
For  donefervice,  and  to  come  : 
And  that  this  fo  accep^ted  fum  : 
Or  difpenfed  in  books  or  bread, 
(For  on  both  the  mnfe  was  feJ) 
Hath  drawn  on  me  from  the  times. 
All  the  envy  of  the  rhimes, 
And  the  rat'ling  pit-pat  noife 
Of  the  lefs  poetic  boys, 
When  their  pot- guns  aim  to  hit, 
With  their  pellets  of  fmall  wit, 
Parts  of  one  (they  judg'd)    decay'd. 
But  wclaftcut  ftill  unlay 'd. 
Pleafe  your  majefty  to  make. 
Of  your  grace,  for  goodnefs'  fake, 
Thofe  your  father's  marks  your  pound;  i 
Let  theic  fpite  (which  now  abounds) 
Then  go  on,  and  do  its  worft. 
This  would  all  their  envy  burft  : 
And  fo  warm  the  poet's  tongue. 
You'll  read  a  fnake  in  his  next  fong. 

King   Charles   the  frft's  perfonal  charai!ler 

makes  it  no  improbable  fuppofition,  that  thefe 

E   3  afts 
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acls  of  favour  might  be  in  fome  meafure  the 
effeds  of  his  compaffion  for  this  {ervant,  who 
began  now  to  fink  into  a  vifible  decay  both 
of  body  and  mind.  'Tis  true,  we  have 
two  comedies  wrote  by  him  afterwards  ;  hut 
they  are  fuch,  as  hath  not  been  unfitly  called 
bis  dotage  ;  and  he  found  himfelf  under  a  ne- 
cefiity  of  abfolutely  laying  down  his  pen  focii 
after  the  year  1634. 

His  diforder  was  the  palfey,  which  put  a 
period  to  his  life  in  Auguft  1637,  in  the  fixty- 
third  year  of  his  age.  He  was  interred  three 
days  afterwards  in  Weftminfter  Abbey,  at  the 
north. weft  end,  near  the  beifrey.  Over  his 
grave  was  laid  a  common  pavement- flone, 
with  this  laconic  infcriptiow,  O  rare  Ben. 
johnfon.  It  was  done  at  the  expence  of  Mr. 
(afterwards  Sir)  John  Young,  of  Great-Mil- 
ton in  Oxfbrdlhire.  But  a  much  better  mo^ 
liument  was  raifed  to  his  memory  fix  months 
afterwards,  when  there  came  out  a  colle<51ion 
of  elegies  and  poems,  intitled,  johnfonicus 
Verbius :  or,  the  Memory  of  Ben,  Johnfon 
revived  by  the  Friends  of  the  Mufes.  And 
prefently  after,  there  was  a  defign  fet  on  foot 
to  ered  a  marble  monument  with  his  ilatue, 
and  a  eonfiderable  fum  of  money  was  colleded 
for  the  purpofe  ;  but  the  breaking  out  of  the 
rebellion  prevented  the  carrying  it  into  execu- 
tion, an^  the  money  was  returned.  The  bull, 
in  bas-^relieve,  with  the  former  infcription 
under  it,  that  is  now  iixed  to  the  v/all  in  the 
Poets  Cprner,  near  the  fouth-eaft  entrance  in- 
to 
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to  the  abbey,  was  fet  up  by  that  great  patron 
of  learning,  the  fecond  earl  of  Oxford,  of  the- 
Harley  fannly. 

As  to  our  poet's  own  family,  it  became  ex- 
I'mCx  in  him,  for  he  furvived  all  his  children. 
As  to  his  perfon  and  charader,  if  we  may  de- 
pend on  his  own  dcfcriprion,  his  body  was 
large,  corpulent,  and  bulky,  and  his  counte- 
nance hard  and  rocky  ;  fo  that  his  figure  great- 
ly refembled  that  of  Sir  John  FalilafF,  and 
confequently  could  not  be  much  lefs  apt  to 
raife  laughter.  Nor  was  the  call  of  his  temT 
per  and  natural  difpofition  at  all  more  refpec- 
table,  as  reprefented  by  his  friend  Mr.  Drum- 
mond,  who  obferves  him  to  be  *\  A  great 
lover  and  praifer  of  himfelf ;  a  contemner  and 
fcorner  of  others  ;  chufmg  rather  to  lofe  his 
friend  than  his  jeft  ;  jealous  of  every  word 
and  aclion  of  thofe  about  him,  efpeclally  af- 
ter drink,  which  was  one  of  the  elements  in 
which  he  lived  ;  a  diffembler  of  the  parts 
which  reigned  in  him  ;  a  bragger  cf  fome 
good  that  he  wanted  ;  he  thought  nothing 
right,  but  what  either  himfelf  or  fome  of  his 
friends  had  faid  or  done.  He  was  paflionately 
kind  and  angry ;  carelefs  either  to  gain  or 
keep;  vindidive,  but  if  he  was  well  anTwered, 
greatly  fhagrined  ;  interpreting  the  bell:  lay- 
ing-s  and  deeds  often  to  the  worfL  He  was  for 
any  religion,  being  verfed  in  both ;  oppreiTed 
with  fancy,  which  over- martyred  his  reafon  ; 
a  general  difcafe  among  the  poets."  He  had 
a  very  flrong  memory  ;  for  he  tells  us  himfelf 
E  4  in 
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in  his  Dircoveries,  that  in  his  youth  he  could 
have  repeated  whole  books  that  he  had  read, 
and  poems  of  forne  feled  friends,    which  he 
thought  worth  charging  his  memory  with. 

As  to  his  genius,  the  charad^er  of  it,  in  re- 
fpe6l  to  dramatic  poetry,  has  been  already 
touched  upon.  To  which  muft  be  added  Mr, 
Pope's  remark,  th'at,  •'  When  our  author  got 
pofrefTion  of  the  ftage,  he  brought  critical 
leernisig  into  vogue  ;  and  that  this  was  not 
done  without  difiiculty,  which  appears  from 
ihik  f  equent  lefTons  (and  indeed  almoll  de- 
clamations) which  he  was  forced  to  prefix  to 
his  firft  plays,  and  put  into  the  mouths  of  his 
adl-ors,  the  grex,  chorus,  &c.  to  remove  the 
prejudices  and  reform  the  judgment  of  his 
heai'ers.  'Till  then  the  Englifh  authors  had 
no  thoughts  of  writing  upon  the  model  of  the 
ancients  :  their  tragedies  were  only  hiftcries 
in  dialogue,  and  their  comedies  followed  the 
thread  of  any  novel  as  they  found  it,  no  lefs 
implicitly  than  if  it  had  been  true  hiflory/' 

Ben.  Johxifbn  ^ippears  to  have  had  no  nice 
car  for  poetry;  however,  Mr.  Drummond  de- 
clares that  his  inventions  were  fmooth  and 
eafy.  He  does  not  appear  to  have  had  much 
conception  of  thofe  breaks  and  refts,  or  of 
adapting* the  found  of  his  verfe  to  the  fenfe, 
which  are  the  chief  beauties  of  our  beft  and 
modern  poets.  Tis  univerfally  agreed,  with 
his  laft-mentioned  friend,  that  tranflation  or 
imitation  was  his  mofl  difduguiilied  talent, 
wherein   he  excelled  all  his  contemporaries  ; 

and 
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and  befides  his  new-forming  our  drama  aftex' 
the  ancient  models,  he  gave  us  the  firft  Pin- 
daric ode  in  the  Engliih  language  that  has  a 
juft  claim  to  that  title. 

After  the  edition  of  his  works  already  men- 
tioned, they  were  reprinted  in  17 16,  in  fix 
volumes  odavo  ;  and  another  edition  has  been 
tateiy  printed  in  1.756,  feven  volumes  o£lavo, 
with  fome  notes  and  additions  by  P.  Whalley, 
late  fellow  of  St.  John's  college  in  Oxford  ; 
who  hath  likewife  inferted  Johnfon's  comedy, 
intitled,  The  Cafe  is  Alter'd,  not  in  any  for- 
mer edition.  And  fince  this  laft  editor  de^ 
clare?,  he  Ihould  not  have  omitted  our  author's 
verfes,  prefixed  to  May's  tranflation  of  Lucan, 
had  they  come  to  his  hands  in  time,  we  have 
thought  proper  not  to  conclude  this  memoir, 
without  infertinga  copy  of  thofc  verfes, 

To  my  chofen  friend, 

The  learned  tranflator  of  lAican, 

Thomas  May,  Efq; 

When,  Rome,  I  read  thee  in  thy  mighty  psl:. 
And  fee  both  climbing  up  the  flippery  itair 
Of  fortune's  wheel,  by  Lucan  driven  abour« 
And  the  world  in  it,  1  began  to  doubt, 
At  every  line  fome  pin  thereof  HiOuld  llack 
At  lead,  if  not  the  general  engine  crack  ; 
But  when  again  I  view  the  parts  fo  poiz'd 
And  thofe  in  number  fo,  and  meafure  raised- ; 
As  neither  Pompey's  popularity, 
Csefar's  ambition,  Cato's  liberty, 

*  E  5  '  Calm- 
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Cairn  Brutus'  tenor  ftart,  bat  all  along 
Keep  due  proportion  in  the  ample  fong. 
It  makes  me,  ravifh'd  with  juft  wonder,  crjr. 
What  mufe,  or  rather  god  of  harmony, 
Taught  Lucan  thefe  true  deeds  ?   Replies  my 

fenfe, 
What  gods  butthofe  of  arts  and  eloquence  ? 
I*hoebus  and   Hermes  ?  they  whofe  tongue  or 

pen, 
Are  flillth*  interpreters  'twixt  gods  and  men. 
But  who  hath  them  interpreted,  and  brought, 
Lucan's  whole  frame  unto  us,  and  fo  wrought, 
As  not  the  fmalleft  joint,  or  gentleil  Word, 
In  the  great  mafs,  gr  machine,  there  is  ftirr'd. 
The  felf  fame  genius,  fo  tlie  work  will  fay. 
The  fon  tranflated,  or  the  fon  of  May. 

Your  true  friend  to  judgment. 

Be  n.  Johnson. 

There  is  reafon  to  believe  that  he  had  a  de- 
fign  to  write  an  epic  poem,  and  was  to  call  it 
Chrologia,  or  the  Worthies  of  his  country,  all 
in  couplets,  as  he  detefted  all  other  rhime. 
It  is  likewife  faid,  that  he  actually  wrote  a  dif- 
courfe  on  poetry,  both  againft  Campion  and 
Daniel,  efpecially  the  laft,  where  he  proved 
couplets  to  be  the  heft  fort  of  verfes. 


T«i5 


Q^^S^. 


ramrhi 


FRANCIS    BACON.         83 
The    life    of 

Sir  Francis   Bacon, 


FRANCIS  BACON  was  the  youngeft 
fon  of  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  lord-keeper, 
and  afterwards  lord  high-chancellor,  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  by  his  fecond  wife, 
who  was  daughter  of  Sir  Anthony  Cooke, 
preceptor  to  Edward  VI.  Sir  Nicholas  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  man  of  wit  as  well  as  in- 
tegrity and  learning  ;  for,  when  the  queen, 
in  a  vifit  to  him  at  his  feat  in  Hertford  (hire, 
told  him,  ihe  thought  his  houfe  too  little  for 
him;  "  No,  madam,"  replied  he,  *'  but  your 
majefly  has  made  me  too  great  for  my  houfe." 
And  his  lady  too  was  a  woman  of  great  learn- 
ing, having  tranflated  from  the  Latin  bifhop 
Jewel's  Apology  for  the  Church  of  England. 

Their  youngeft  fon,  Francis^  was  born  at 
York-houfe,  in  the  Strand,  on  the  twenty-fe- 
cond  of  January,  1561  ;  the  brightnefs  of 
whofe  parts  began  early  to  appear  :  infomucli 
that  queen  Elizabeth  herfelf,  while  he  was  but 
a  boy,  took  a  particular  delight  in  trying  him 
with  queftions  ;  and  received  fo  much  fatif- 
fadlion  from  the  good  fenfe  and  manlinefs  of 
his  anfwers,  that  (he  was  wont  to  call  him,  in 
mirth,  her  young  lord-keeper.  Among  others, 
fhe  having  one  day  alked  him,  how  old  he 
E  6  was  5 
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was ;  he  anrwered  readily,  "  Jufl:  two  years 
younger  than  your  majelly's  happy  reign." 

His  proficiency  in  learning  was  To  rapid, 
that,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  age,  he  was 
entered  a  iiudent  of  Trinity- college,  Cam- 
bridge ;  and  went  through  all  his  courfes 
there  by  the  time  he  was  fixteen  ;  when  his 
father  fent  him  to  Paris,  and  recommended  him 
to  Sir  Amias  Fovvlet,  then  the  queen's  ambaf- 
iador  in  France,  who  took  particular  notice  of 
him. 

Whilft  abroad,  he  did  not  fpend  his  time, 
as  our  young  gemlemen  ufually  do,  in  learn- 
ing the  vices,  fopperies,  and  follies  of  foreign- 
ers ;  but  in  ftudying  their  conftitution  of  go- 
vernmient  and  manners,  ardthe  charaders  and 
views  of  their  princes  and  minifters  ;  and,  in 
the  nineteenth  year  of  his  age,  he  wrote  a  pa- 
per of  obfervations  on  the  then  general  flate 
of  Europe,  which  is  ftiil  e:\tant  among  his 
v/orks. 

On  the  twentieth  of  February,  1579,  our 
young  gentleman's  father,  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon, 
died,  after  having  held  the  feals  as  keeper,  or 
chancellor,  for  twenty  years ;  but,  as  queen 
Elizabeth's  reign  was  more  remarkable  for  her 
miniilcrs  gaining  honour  than  for  their  gaining 
riches,  he  left  his  fon  Francis,  who  was  the 
youngcil  of  five,  but  a  very  fmall  fortune  ; 
fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  betake  himfelf  to  ti  e 
profeihon  of  the  law  for  a  fubfiilence:  for 
which  puipofe  he  entered  himfelf  of  Gray's. 
Inn,  and  icon  became  fo  en^irigiit  in  that  pro- 

fefiiO% 


FRANCIS    BACON.         85 

feffion,  that,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight,  he 
was  appointed  by  queen  Elizabeth  her  learned 
council  extraordinary. 

As  Sir  William  Cecil,  lord-treafurer  to 
queen  Elizabeth,  afterwards  lord  Burleigh, 
had  married  our  young  gentleman's  aunt,  or 
mother's  filler,  he  frequently  applied  to  him 
for  fome  place  of  credit  and  fervice  in  the 
(late  ;  but  Sir  William  never  got  any  thing  for 
him,  except  the  reverilon  of  the  office  of  re- 
gifter  to  the  Star-chamber,  then  reckoned 
worth  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
which  did  not  fall  to  him  till  near  twenty 
years  afterwards ;  and,  as  he  probably  thought 
himfelf  neglefled  by  his  uncle,  he  attached 
himfeif  ftrongly  to  the  earl  of  EfTex  ;  which 
of  courfe  made  his  uncle,  and  alfo  his  coufin. 
Sir  Robert  Cecil,  his  enemy;  for,  when 
the  earl,  a  little  before  his  fall,  warmly  fol- 
licited  his  being  made  follicitor-general,  it 
was  oppofed  by  his  coufin,  Sir  Robert,  who 
reprefented  him  to  the  queen  as  a  man  of 
mere  fpeculation,  and  more  likely  to  dillra6l 
her  affairs  than  to  ferve  her  ufefully  and  with 
judgment:  and,  as  the  earl  found  he  could 
not  ferve  him  in  this  way,  he  gave  him  a  re- 
compence  cut  of  his  own  eflate,  by  making 
him  a  prefent  of  Twitenham-park  and  its  gar- 
den of  paradife. 

Upon  this  unfortunate  noblem.an's  fall,  Mr, 
Bacon,  as  one  of  the  queen's  council,  was 
employed  by  the  crown,  along  with  Sir  Ed- 
ward Coke,  the  attorney-general,  to  manage 

the 
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the  trial  againll  his  lordfhip ;  and  ambition 
got  To  far  the  better  cf  his  gratitude,  that  he 
not  only  accepted  of  the  employment,  bur, 
after  the  earl's  execution,  he,  at  the  defire  of 
the  minifters,  wrote  and  pubiifhed  that  piece, 
flill  extant  among  his  works,  entitled,  A 
Declaration  of  the  Treafon  of  Robert,  earl  of 
Efiex. 

This  quite  ruined  him  in  the  public  elleem, 
which  was  probably  the  defign  of  the  mini- 
fters, and  perhaps  did  him  no  fervice  in  the 
opinion  of  his  fovereign  ;  but  fuch  was  the 
brightnefs  of  his  parts,  that  he  foon  recovered 
both  in  the  next  reign  ;  for  he  was  knighted 
by  king  James  I.  foon  after  his  acceffion  ; 
in  1607,  he  was  madefoUicitor-general;  and, 
in  16 1 3,  when  he  was  made  attorney-generalj 
his  charasfter  with  the  public  was  fo  well  re- 
eftabliihed,  that,  upon  a  quellion  in  the  houfe 
of  commons,  whether  the  attorney-general 
could  be  a  member  of  the  houfe,  as  he  was  an 
officer  who  was  obliged  to  attend  upon  the 
other ;  the  queftion  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, out  of  a  particular  regard  to  him  ;  and 
it  was  therefore  declared  that  it  Ihould  be  no 
precedent. 

With  regard  to  politics.  Sir  Francis  Bacoa 
appears  to  have  been  a  mere  time-ferver,  an 
humble  fuitor  to  every  minifter  he  thought  up- 
permoll,  and  his  profecutor  as  foon  as  down. 
His  behaviour  towards  the  earl  of  EiTex  we 
have  already  feen.  After  that  earl's  death,  he 
attached  himfelf  to  his  coufin.   Sir  Robert 
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Cecil,  fecretary  of  flate,  and  afterwards  earl 
of  Salifoury,  though  he  knew  him  to  be  pri- 
vately no  true  friend ;  and,  accordingly,  du- 
ring his  life,  he  never  rofe  higher  than  to  be 
follicitor- general.  He  then  made  his  court  to 
the  earl  of  Somerfet,  who  had  become  a  fa- 
vourite, and  was  created  vifcount  Rocheiler, 
juft  before  the  death  of  Salifbury  ;  and  by  his 
means  it  probably  was  that  Sir  Francis  was 
made  attorney-general ;  a  place  then  worth 
£x  hundred  pounds  a  year,  as  he  himfelf  ac- 
knowledged. 

Upon  Somerfet's  fall.  Sir  Francis  Bacon, 
then  attorney-general,  became  one  of  bis  chief 
profecutors;  and,  from  that  time,  began  to 
make  his  court  to  Villiers,  afterwards  duke  of 
Buckingham  ;  to  whom  he  was  fo  fubfervient, 
that  he  fubmitted  to  be  a  fort  of  fteward  for 
thofe  great  cftates  beilowed  upon  this  young 
favourite  by  the  king.  However,  it  appears 
from  his  letters,  and  other  writings,  that  he 
generally  gave  good  advice  to  his  patrons  5 
but,  when  he  found  that  they  would  not  fol- 
low his,  he  was  ready  to  follow  theirs  without 
referve  ;  though  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
was  any  way  concerned  in  the  treafonable  prac- 
tices of  the  earl  of  EfTex  ;  which  was,  perhaps, 
more  owing  to  his  want  of  courage  than  his 
want  of  ambition. 

As  Sir  Francis  was  extremely  fubmiffive, 
and  often  ufeful  to  his  patrons ;  fo  he  was  di- 
ligent, and  but  too  ready  to  ufe  any  means, 
-for  getting  the  better  of  thofe  he  thought  his 
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rivals ;  as  appeared  upon  the  refignatlon  of 
the  old  lord-chancellor  Egerton  in  1617.  ^^^ 
feals  he  was  highly  ambitious  of;  and,  as  he 
looked  upon  Sir  Edward  Coke  as  his  rival, 
he  took  care  to  reprefent  him  to  the  king  and 
Buckingham,  as  one  who  abounded  in  his 
own  fenfe,  and  who,  by  an  affei^ation  of  po- 
pularity, was  likely  to  court  the  good  will  of 
the  people  at  the  hazard  of  the  prerogative. 
In  this  he  was  the  more  eafily  believed,  as  Sir 
Edward  had  been  but  the  year  before  chief- 
juftice,  becaufe  the  minifters  found  him  not  fo 
dudlile  as  they  inclined  he  ihould. 

Accordingly  the  feals  were  delivered  to  Sir 
Francis,  with  the  title  of  lord-keeper  ;  and, 
as  Buckingham  found  him  ready  to  put  the 
feals  to  every  patent,  and  every  thing  he  de- 
fired,  he  got  him  created  lord-high-chanceHor 
of  England,  and  baron  of  Verulam,  in  1619  ; 
and,  the  year  following,  vifcount  of  St.  Al- 
bans. 

How  fliort- lived  do  we  often  find  human 
greatnefs  !  In  1621,  king  James  was  forced 
to  call  a  parliament  ;  and,  as  the  nation  was 
highly  dilTatlshed  with  the  conduft  both  of 
Buckingham  and  the  chancellor,  the  houfe  of 
commons  fet  on  foot  a  ftri£t  fcrutiny  into  the 
condufl  of  both.  King  James  wanted  money 
fo  much,  t:  ac  he  could  not  dilTolve  them ;  but, 
to  divert  tnem  from  the  profecution  of  his  fa- 
vourite, Buckingham,  the  monopolies  and  il« 
legal  patents  v/ere  all  cancelled  and  recalled 
by  proclamation  ;    and  the  court   permitted, 

under- 
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underhand,  the  profecution  of  the  chancellor: 
in  confequence  of  which,  he  was  impeached 
by  the  houfe  of  commons  of  corrupt  pradlices, 
in  caufes  depending  before  him,  as  chief  judge 
of  equity ;  fo  entirely  had  he  loH  that  great 
charadler,  which,  but  feven  years  before,  he 
had  among  the  commons,  when  he  was  made 
attorney-general. 

As  the  couit  thought  that  his  condemnation 
and  punifliment  would  f?.tisfy  the  commons, 
and  divert  them  entirely  from  the  profecution 
of  Buckingham  ;  but  were  at  the  fame  time 
afraid,  that,  if  he  appeared  and  Hood  upon 
his  defence,  his  eloquence,  and  what  he  had 
to  offer  againil  the  charge,  might  procure  an 
acquittal,  they  commanded  him  not  to  appear 
in  perfon,  but  to  fend  a  confeflion  of  all  he 
was  accufed  of  to  the  houfe  in  writing  ;  which 
arbitrary  command  he  was  fo  faint-hearted  as 
to  comply  with,  trufling  to  the  king's  promife, 
that  he  fnould  have  a  pardon,  and  a  remiflion 
of  his  fine,  together  with  a  penfion  during 
life  :  and,  upon  his  confeflion,  he  was  fen- 
tenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  forty  thoufand  pounds, 
to  be  imprifoned  in  the  Tower  during  the 
king's  pleafure  ;  to  be  for  ever  incapable  of 
any  office,  place,  or  erapJoyment  in  the  com- 
monwealth ;  and  never  to  fit  again  in  parlia- 
ment, or  come  within  the  verge  of  the  court. 

Thus  this  great  man  was  made  the  fcape- 
goat,  as  it  often  happens,  for  a  higher  crimi- 
nal ;  and,  though  he  had,  in  his  life-time, 
got  a  great  deal  of  money  by  his  pods  and 

his 
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his  profelTion,  for  he  was  in  every  great  caufe 
that  happened  vvhilft  he  was  at  the  bar,  yet 
he  had  purchafed  but  a  very  fmali  eftate  of 
about  fix  hundred  pounds  a  year  ;  and  was  fo 
far  from  having  any  ready-money,  that  he 
was  confiderably  in  debt ;  occafioned  by  his 
indulgence  to  his  fervants,  and  by  his  being 
cheated  and  defrauded  by  them  :  nay,  his 
condemnation  was  chiefly  owing  to  their  ex- 
adions  and  the  bribes  they  had  taken  v/hilH: 
he  was  chancellor,  though  it  is  plain  he  was 
not  influenced  by  them  in  his  decrees,  as  no 
one  of  them  was  ever  reverfed.  And,  at  lafl", 
he  became  fenfible  of  his  error  with  refpecl  to 
his  fervants  ;  for,  during  his  profecution,  as 
he  was  paffing  through  a  room  where  they 
were  fitting,  upon  fight  of  him  they  all  flood 
up  ;  on  which  he  cried,  "  Sit  down  my  maf- 
ters  ;  your  rife  hath  been  my  fall/' 

The, king  foon  releafed  him  from  the  Tower, 
made  a  grant  of  his  fine  to  fome  truftees  for  his 
benefit,  and  fettled  upon  him  a  penfion  of  one 
thoufand  eight  hundred  pounds  a  year  ;  but, 
as  he  applied  mod  of  his  income  to  the  pay- 
ment of  his  debts,  he  lived  always  after  in  a 
very  mean  condition  ;  and,  though  the  king, 
in  a  very  fiiort  time  afterwards,  granted  him  a 
full  and  entire  pardon  of  his  v>ho]e  fentence  ; 
whereupon  he  was  fummoned  to  the  firft  par- 
liamf/r»t  of  king  Charles  I.  yet  he  did  not  live 
long  to  enjoy  thefe  favours ;  for,  as  he  was 
making  fome  experiments  at  Highgate,  he 
was  fuddenly  Ilruck  in  the  head  and  ftomach  ; 

and. 
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and,  being  carried  to  the  earl  of  Arnndel's 
houfe  there,  he  expired,  after  a  week's  illnefs, 
on  the  ninth  of  April,  1626,  without  any  if- 
fue  by  his  wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of  alder- 
man Barnham,  of  London,  whom  he  married 
when  about  the  age  of  forty,  and  with  v^hom 
he  received  a  plentiful  fortune. 

Notwithftandjng  the  great  hurry  and  buflle 
he  appears  to  have  been  concerned  in,  from 
his  firll  entering  upon  bufinefs,  to  the  moment 
of  his  condemnation  ;  yet,  even  during  that 
bufy  time,  he  ofteD  employed  himfelf  in  mak:- 
ifig  experiments,  and  publilhed  feme  of  his 
philofophical  works ;  which  is  a  proof  of  the 
vail  extent  of  his  genius. 

From  them  it  appears,  that  he  may  juftly  be 
reckoned  the  chief  among  thofe  who  firft  be- 
gan to  free  the  world  from  the  flavifli  chains 
of  the  old  fcholaftic  learning,  and  to  introduce 
true  philofophy  and  ufeful  knowledge  ;  there- 
fore, whatever  he  may  have  deferved  for  his 
politics  from  the  generation  in  which  he  lived, 
to  pofterity  his  memory  has  been,  and  will 'al- 
ways be,  facred. 

To  conclude,  his  charafler  feems  to  have 
been  a  perfect  contrail ;  for  he  appears  to  have 
been  ambitious,  yet  daftardly  ;  ftudious,  yet 
bulling;  avaritious,  yet  negligent  of  money  ; 
virtuous,  yet  venal  ;  fond  of  a  charadler,  yet 
ready  to  facrifice  it  upon  every  occafion  ;  and 
of  a  penetrating  and  folid  judgment  in  all  forts 
of  literature,  but  weak  in  the  conduft  of  life. 
It  he  had  confined  his  ambition  to  that  of  be- 
ing 
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ing  a  great  philofopher  and  a  learned  man»  as 
he  had  friends  enough  to  have  provided  for 
him  in  fome  fine-cure  poU  that  would  have 
furnilhed  him  a  handfome  fubfiflence,  he  might 
have  lived  happily,  and  died  with  glory  un- 
fullied  ;  but  he  affefted  to  be  a  ftatefman,  and 
might  indeed  have  been  a  ufeful- minifter  to  a 
great  and  wife  prince  ;  but,  as  his  lot  was  un- 
der a  weak  one,  and,  as  he  had  not  the  refo- 
lution  to  adliere  to  the  counfels  he  gave,  he 
lived  in  continual  agonies,  and  died  under  a 
public  reproach. 

How  common  is  it  for  men,  even  of  the  mofl 
fhining  talents,  to  rnilluke  the  true  road  to 
happinefs ! 


THE 


TwJy^wi  Jcuyt 


^M?ni  i>uke  of  ^^^Mx:ki7iah/^m 


GEORGE   VILLI  ERS.      93 
The  life  of 

George  VillierSc 

{Written  by  a  courtier  of  thofe  times.) 

GEoRGE  ViLLiERs,  dukc  of  Buck- 
ingham, was  born  in  the  year  1592,  on 
the  twentieth  of  Auguft,  at  Brookeby  in  Lei- 
cefterlhire,  where  his  anceftors  had  chiefly 
continued  about  the  fpace  of  four  hundred 
years,  rather  without  oblcurity,  than  with  any 
great  luftre,  after  they  had  long  before  been 
feated  at  Kinakon  in  the  county  of  Notting- 
ham. He  was  the  third  fon  of  George  Vil- 
lierp,  knight,  and  Mary, late  countefs  of  Buck- 
ingham, and  daughter  to  Anthony  Beaumont 
of  Coleorton,  Efq;  names  on  either  fide  well 
known  of  ancient  extradion.  He  was  nur- 
tured where  he  had  been  born,  in  his  firft  ru- 
diments, till  the  years  often;  and  from  thence 
fent  to  Billifden-fchool  in  the  fame  county, 
where  he  was  taught  the  principles  of  mufic,and 
other  flight  literature,  till  the  thirteenth  of  his 
age ;  at  which  time  his  father  died.  Then 
his  beautiful  and  provident  mother  (for  thofe 
attributes  will  not  be  denied  her)  took  him 
home  to  her  houfe  at  Good  by,  where  ihe  had 
liim  in  efpecial  care  ;  fo  as  he   was  firft  (as 

we 
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we  may  fay)  a  domeftic  favourite  ;  but  finding 
him  (as  it  fhould  feem)  by  nature  little  Itu. 
dious  and  contemplative,  Ihe  chofe  rather  to 
endue  him  with  converfive  qualities  and  or- 
naments of  youth,  as  dancing,  fencing,  and 
the  like  ;  not  without  aim  then,  perchance, 
(though  far  off)  at  a  courtier's  life  :  to  which 
leUbns  he  had  fuch  a  dextrous  proclivity,  as 
his  teachers  were  fain  to  reftrain  his  forward- 
nefs  ;  to  the  end  that  his  brothers,  who  were 
under  the  fame  training,  might  hold  pace  with 
him. 

About  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  travelled  into 
France,  where  he  improved  himfelf  well  in  the 
language,  for  one  that  had  fo  little  gramatical 
foundation  :  but  more  in  the  exercifes  of  that 
mobility,  for  the  fpace  of  three  years,  and  yet 
came  home  in  his  natural  plight,  without  af- 
fefted  forms  (the  ordinary  difeafe  of  travel- 
lers). After  his  return,  he  pafled  again  one 
whole  year  (as  before)  at  Goodby,  under  the 
wing  and  counfels  of  his  mother  :  and  then 
was  forward  to  become  a  fuitor  at  London  to 
Sir  Roger  Afhton's  daughter,  a  gentleman  of 
the  bed-chamber  to  king  James,  and  mailer 
of  the  robes.  About  which  time,  he  fell  into 
intrinfical  fociety  with  Sir  John  Greham,  then 
one  of  the  gentlemen  of  his  majelly's  privy- 
chamber  :  who,  I  know  not  upon  what  lu- 
minaries he  efpied  in  his  face,  diffuaded  him 
From  marriage,  and  gave  him  rather  encou- 
ragement to  woo  fortune  in  court.  Which  ad* 
vice  funk  well  into  his  fancy  ;  for  within  fome 
I  vvhile> 
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while,  the  king  had  taken  upon  certain  glances 
(whereof  the  hril  was  at  Apthorpe,  in  a  pro- 
grefs)  fuch  liking  of  his  perfon,  that  he  re- 
Iblved  to  make  him  a  mal'ter-piece,  and  to 
mould  him,  as  it  were,  platonically  to  his 
own  idea.  Neither  was  his  majeily  content 
only  to  be  the  architect  of  his  fortune,  without 
putting  his  gracious  hand  likewife  to  fome 
part  of  the  work  itfelf.  Infomuch  as  it  pleaf- 
ed  him  to  defcend,  and  to  avail  his  goodnefs 
even  to  the  giving  of  his  forefaid  friend,  Sir 
John  Greham,  fecret  dire<5lions,  how,  and  by 
what  degrees  he  ftiould  bring  him  into  favour. 
But  this  was  quickly  difcovered  by  him,  who 
was  then  as  yet  in  fome  polTefTion  of  the  king's 
heart.  For  there  is  nothing  more  vigilant, 
nothing  more  jealous  than  a  favourite,  efpe- 
cially  towards  the  waining-time  and  fufped  of 
fatiety.  So  as  many  arts  were  ufed  to  difcufs 
the  beginning  of  new  aiFedion.  All  which, 
notwithilanding,  there  was  conveyed  to  Mr. 
Villiers  an  intimation  of  the  king's  pleafure  to 
wait,  and  to  be  fworn  his  fervant;  and  Ihortly 
after,  his  cup-bearer  at  large  ;  and  the  fum- 
mer  following  he  was  admitted  into  ordinary. 
After  which  time  favours  came  thick  upon 
•him  (liker  main  fnowers,  than  fprinkling 
drops  or  dews)  for  the  next  St.  George's-day 
he  was  knighted,  and  made  gentleman  of  the 
king's  bed-chamber ;  and  the  very  fame  day 
had  an  annual  penfion  given  him,  for  his  bet- 
ter fupport,  of  one  thoufand  pounds,  out  of 
the  court  of  wards. 

At 
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At  New-year's-tide  following,  the  king 
cliofe  him  mailer  of  the  horfe.  After  this  he 
was  inilailed  of  the  mod  noble  order.  And  in 
the  next  Auguft  he  created  him  baron  of 
Whaddon,  and  vifcount  Villiers.  In  January 
of  the  fame  year,  he  was  advanced  earl  of 
Buckingham,  and  fworn  here  of  his  majefty's 
privy- council;  as  if  a  favourite  were  not  fo 
before. 

The  March  enfuing,  he  attended  the  king 
into  Scotland,  and  was  likewife  fworn  a  coun- 
fellor  in  that  kingdom;  where  he  carried  him- 
felf  with  fingular  fweetnefs  of  temper,  as  it 
behoved  him,  being  new  in  favour,  and  fuc- 
ceeding  one  of  their  own,  to  ftudy  a  mode- 
rate ftile  amon-g  thofe  generous  fpirits. 

About  New-year's-tide,  after  his  return 
from  thence,  (for  thofe  beginnings  of  years 
were  very  propitious  to  him,  as  if  kings  did 
chufe  remarkable  days  to  inaugurate  their  fa- 
vours, that  they  may  appear  a6ls  as  well  of 
the  times,  as  of  the  will)  he  was  created  mar- 
quis of  Buckingham,  and  made  lord-admiral 
of  England;  chief-juftice  in  eyre  of  all  the 
parks  and  forells  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Trent  ; 
mafter  of  the  King's-bench  office,  (none  of 
the  unprofitable  pieces) ;  head  fteward  of  Weft- 
minfter,  and  conftable  of  Windfor-caftle. 

But  thefe  offices  and  dignities  already  re. 
hearfed,  and  thofe  of  the  like  nature,  which  . 
fhall  after  be  fet  down  in  their  place,  were 
but  the  facings,  or  fringes,  of  his  greatnefs, 

in 
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m  comparlfon  of  that  truft  which  his  moft 
gracious  mailer  did  caft  upon  him  in  the  one- 
and -twentieth  year  of  his  reign,  when  he 
made  him  the  chief  concomitant  of  his  heir 
apparent,  and  only  fon,  Charles,  prince  of 
Wales,  in  a  journey  of  much  adventure,  and 
which  (to  fhew  the  flrength  of  his  privacyV 
had  been  before  not  communicated  with  any 
other  of  his  rsajefty's  moft  referved  counfellors 
at  home,  being  carried  with  great  clofenefs, 
Jiker  a  bufmefsof  love  than  (late;  as  it  was  in 
the  firll  intendment. 

They  began  their  motion  in  the  year  16*3, 
on  Tuefday  the  eighteenth  of  Feb-  uary,  from 
the  marquifs  his  houfe  of  late  purchafe,  at 
New  Hall  in  EfTex,  fetting  out  with  difguifed 
beards,  and  with  borrowed  names  of  Thomas  and 
John  Smith,  And  then  attended  with  none, 
but  Sir  Richard  Greham,  mafter  of  the  horfe 
to  the  marquifs,  and  of  inward  truil  about 
him.  When  they  pafTed  the  river  againfl: 
Gravefend,  for  lack  of  filver,  they  were  fain 
to  give  the  ferry-man  a  piece  of  two-and- thir- 
ty flullings,  which  flruck  the  poor  fellow  into 
fuch  a  melting  tendernefs,  that  fo  good  gen- 
tlemen fhould  be  going  (for  fo  he  fufpetted) 
about  fome  quarrel  beyond  (ea,  as  he  could 
not  forbear  to  acquaint  the  officers  of  the  town 
with  what  had  befallen  him,  who  fent  p'refently 
poll  for  their  (lay  at  Rocheller,  through  which 
they  were  pafTed  before  any  intelligence  could 
arrive.  On  the  brow  of  the  hill  beyond  that 
city,  they  were   fomewhat  perplexed  by  eipv- 

Vov.  V.      -  F  mo 
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ing  the  French  ambafTador,  with  the  king's 
coach,  and  oth^r  attending  him,  which  made 
^them  baulk  the  beaten  load,  and  teach  port 
hacknej's  to  leap  hedges. 

At  Canterbury,  whither  fome  x'oice  (as  it 
fhould  feem)  was  run  on  before,  the  mayor  of 
the  town  came  himfelf  to  feize  on  them,  as 
they  were  taking  frefli  horfes,  in  a  blunt  man- 
PxCr,  alledging  firft  a  warrant  to  flop  them, 
from  the  council,  next  from  Sir  Lewis  Lewk- 
ner,  mafler  of  the  ceremonies,  and  laftly  from 
Sir  Henry  Manwaring,  then  lieutenat  of  Do- 
ver Caftle.  At  all  which  confufed  fidlions,  the 
marguifs  had  no  leifure  to  laugh,  but  thought 
beft  to  difmafk  his  beard,  and  fo  told  him, 
that  he  was  going  covertly  with  fuch  flight 
company,  to  take  a  fecret  view  (being  admi- 
ral) of  the  forwardnefs  of  his  majefty's  fleet, 
which  was  then  in  preparation  on  the  narrow 
feas  :  this,  with  much  ado,  did  fomewhat 
handfomely  heal  the  difguifement.  On  the 
way  afterwards,  the  baggage  poft  boy^  who 
had  been  at  court,  got  (I  know  not  how) 
a  glimmering  who  they  were ;  but  his  mouth 
was  eaflly  fliut.  To  Dover,  through  bad 
horfes  and  thofe  petty  impediments,  they  came 
not  before  fix  at  night  ;  where  they  found  Sir 
Francis  Cottington,  then  fecretary  to  the 
prince,  now  baron  of  Hanworth,  and  Mr. 
Endymion  Porter,  who  had  been  fent  before 
to  provide  a  veflel  for  their  tranfportation. 
The  forefaid  knight  was  conjoined  for  the 
ricarnefs  of  his  place  on  the  prince's  afiairs ; 

-    and 
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and  for  his  long  refidence  in  the  court  of 
Spain,  where  he  had  gotten  fingular  credit  even 
with  that  cautious  nation,  by  the  temper  of  his 
carriage.  Mr.  Porter  was  taken  in,  not  only 
as  a  bed-chamber  fervant  of  confidence  to  his 
highnefs,  but  likewife  as  a  necefTary  and  ufeful 
inlfrument,  for  his  natural  fkill  in  the  Spaniili 
tongue.  And  thefe  five  were  at  .the  full  the 
whole  parade  of  his  journey. 

The  next  morning,  for  the  night  was  tem^ 
peftuous,  on  the  nineteenth  of  the  aforefaid 
month,  taking  fliipping  at  Dover  about  fix 
of  the  clock,  they  landed  the  fame  day  at  Bou- 
logne in  France,  near  two  hours  after  noon  ; 
reaching  Monllruel  that  night  (like  men  of 
difpatch)  and  Paris  the  fecond  day  after,  being 
Friday  theone-and-twentieth.  But  fome  three 
pofls  before,  they  had  met  with  two  German 
gentlemen  that  came  newly  from  England, 
where  they  had  feen  at  New-market  the  prince 
and  the  marquifs  taking  coach  together  with 
the  king,  and  retaining  fuch  a  llrong  impref- 
fion  of  them  both,  that  they  now  bewrayed 
fome  knowledge  of  their  perfons ;  but  were 
out-faced  by  Sir  Richard  Greham,  who  would 
needs  perfuade  them  they  were  miflaken. 
Which  in  truth  is  4io  very  hard  matter,  for  the 
very  flrangenefs  of  the  thing  itfelf,  and  almofl 
the  impoffibility  to  conceive  fo  great  a  prince 
and  favourite  fo  fuddenly  metamorphofcd  into 
travellers,  with  no  greater  train,  was  enough 
to  make  any  man  living  unbelieve  his  fenfes. 
F  2  At 
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At  Paris  the  king  fpent  one  whole  day  to 
give  his  mind  fome  contentment  in  viewing  of 
a  famous  city  and  court,  which  was  a  neigh- 
bour to  his  future  eftates.  But  for  their  bet- 
ter veiling  of  their  vifages,  his  highnefs  and 
the  marquifs  bought  each  of  them  a  periwig, 
fomewhat  to  overihadow  their  foreheads.  Of 
the  King  they  got  a  fight  after  dinner  in  a 
gallery,  where  he  was  folacing  himfdf  with 
familiar  pleafures.  And  of  the  queen -mother 
as  Ihe  was  at  her  own  table ;  in  neither  place 
defcried,  no,  not  by  monfieur  Caditiet,  who 
faw  them  in  both,  and  had  been  lately  ambaf- 
fador  in  England.  Towards  evening,  by  a 
meer  chance,  in  appearance,  though  under- 
lined with  a  providence,  they  had  a  full  fight 
of  the  queen-infanta,  and  of  the  princefs  Hen- 
rietta Maria,  with  other  great  ladies,  at  the 
pra(!^ice  of  a  mafquing  dance,  which  was  then 
in  preparation ;  having  over-heard  two  gen- 
tlemen'who  were  tending  towards  that  fight, 
after  whom  they  prefled,  and  were  let  in  by  the 
duke  De  Mount  Bafon,  the  queen's  lord-cham- 
berlain, out  of  humanity  to  ftrangers,  when 
divers  of  the  French  went  by. 

From  the  next  day,  when  they  departed  at 
three  of  the  clock  in  the  morning  from  Paris, 
the  twenty-third  of  February,  were  fpent  fix 
days  at  Bayone,  the  laft  town  of  France,  hav- 
ing, before,  atBourdeaux,  bought  them  five 
riding-coats,  all  of  one  colour  and  falhion, 
in   a   Idnd  of  noble   fimplicity  5    where    Sir 
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Francis  Coltlngton  was  employed  in  a  f:dr 
manner  to  keep  them  from  being  entcrtainecJ 
by  the  duke  De  Efpernon^  telling  him  they 
were  gentlemen  of  mean  degree,  and  formed 
yet  to  little  ccurtfhip,  who  perchance  might 
othervvife  (being  himfelf  no  fuperficial  man 
in  the  praaices  of  the  world)  have  pierced 
fomewhat  deeper  than  their  out-fide. 

They  were  now  entered  into  the  deep  time 
oF  lent,  and  could  get  no  tieih  in  their  innsj.. 
Whereupon  fell  out  a  pleafanc  pafiage:  There 
was  near  Bayone  an  h^rd  of  goats  with  their 
young  ones,  lipon  which  fight,  the  faid  Sir 
Richard  Grchaai  tells  the  niarquifsi  he  vVoald 
fnap  one  of  the  kids,  and  make  feme  fhift  to 
carry  him' dole  to  their  lodging.  Which  the 
prince  overhearing,  WhyPxichard,  fays  he, 
do  yoa  think  you  may  pradlice  here  your  old 
tricks  again  upon  the  borders  f  Upon  which 
words,  they  fiift  gave  the  goat- heard  good 
contentment,  and  then  while  the  marquifs  and 
his  fervant,  being  both  on  foot,  were  chafiag 
the  kid  about  the  itack,  the  prince  from  horfe- 
back  killed  him  in  the  head  with  a  ScottiCa 
piftol. 

At  Bayone,  the  count  De  Gramont,  gover- 
nor of  that  jealous  key,  took  an  exquifite  no- 
tice of  their  perfons  and  behaviour,  and  ooeh' 
ed  himielf  to  feme  of  his  train,  I'hat  he 
tlioughtthem  to  be  gentlemen  cf  much  more 
worth  than  their  habits  bewrayed  ;  yet  he  let 
them  courteoufly  pafs.  And  four  days  after 
this  they  afiivcd  at  Madrid,  being  Wednef- 
E  3  day 
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daythehfth  of  March.  Having  gone  thus  far^ 
i  ihall  not  needle  relate  the  affluence  of  young 
nobles  and  others  from  hence  into  Spain,  after 
the  voice  of  our  prince's  being  there  had  been 
quickly  noifed,  and  at  length  believed  ;  nei- 
ther will  it  be  neceflary  to  confider  the  arts  of 
Rome,  where  now  all  engines  were  whetted 
(though  by  the  divine  bleiling  very  vainly) 
.when  they  had  gotten  a  prince  of  Great  Bri- 
tain upon  catholic  ground,  as  they  ufe  to 
call  it. 

This,  and  the  whole  matter  of  negociation 
there,  the  open  entertainments,  the  fecret; 
working,  the  apprehenfion  on  both  fides,  the 
appearance  on  neither  ;  and  in  fum,  all  the 
circumilances  and  refpect  of  religioa  and  Ibte 
intermixed  together  in  that  commixture,  wil| 
better  become  a  royal  hiilory,  or  a  council- 
table,  than  a  fingle  life.  Yet  we  cannot  omit 
fome  things  which  intervened  at  the  meeting 
of  two  Pleiades,  not  unlike  that  which  ailro- 
logers  call  a  conjunciion  of  planets,  of  no  ve- 
ry benign  afped  the  one  to  the  other  ;  the 
marquifs  of  Buckingham,  and  the  Conde 
d'Olivares.  They  had  fome  fnarper  and  fome 
milder  dift'erences,  which  might  eafily  bap- 
pen  in  luch  an  intervene  of  grandees,  both 
vehement  on  the  parts  whicl  they  fwayed. 
But  the  moft  remarkable  was  up'^n  fnppofition 
of  thd^^Jcndcs,  that  the  marquifs  had  inti- 
inaied'''iinto  'her  fome  hopes  of  the  prince's 
converfion  ;  which  coming  into  debate,  the 
niarquifs   (o  'roundly    diiavovved  this    gilded 

aream. 
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dream,  as  Olivares  alledged  he  had  given  him 
La-Mentida,  and  thereupon  forms  a  compli- 
ment to  the  prince  himielf;  which  Bucking- 
ham denying,  and  yet  Olivares  perfifting  in  the 
faid  compliment,  the  marquis,  though  now  in 
Grange  hands,  yet  feeing  both  his  honour  and 
the  truth  at  fcake,  was  not  tender  likevvife  to 
engage  his  life,  but  replied  with  fome  heat, 
that  the  Condes  afieveradon  would  force  him 
to  do  that  which  he  had  not  done  before  ;  for 
now  he  held  himfelf  tied  in  terms  of  a  gentle- 
man, to  maintain  the  contrary  to  his  affirma- 
tive in  any  fort  whatfoever.  This  was  the 
highell  and  the  harfheft  point  that  occurred  be- 
tween them  ;  which  that  it  went  fo  far,  was 
n.ot  the  duke's  fault;  nor  his  fault  neither 
(as  it  ihould  feem)  that  it  went  no  farther. 
There  v/as  another  memorable  pafTage  one  day 
of  gentler  quality,  and  yet  eager  enough.  The 
Conde  d'Olivares  told  the  marquifs  ot  a  cer- 
tain flying  noife,  that  the  prince  did  plot  to 
be  fecretly  gone  :  to  v/nich  the  marquifs  gave 
3  well  tempered  anfwer,  That  though  love  had 
made  his  highnefs  fteal  out  of  his  own  coun- 
try, yet  fear  would  never  make  him  run  out  of 
Spain  in  other  manner  than  fhould  become  a 
prince  of  his  royal  and  geneious  virtues. 

In  Spain  they  ftayed  near  eight  entire 
months,  during  all  which  times,  who  but 
Buckingham  lay  at  home  under  millions  of 
maledictions  ?  Which  yet,  at  the  prince's  fafe 
arrival  in  the  Weft,  did  die,  and  vanilh  here 
and  there  into  praifes  and  eulogies,  according 
F  4.  to 
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to  the  contrary  motions  of  popular  waves ♦ 
And  now,  to  fum  ap  the  fruit  of  the  journey^ 
drxourfes  ran  thus  among  the  cleareft  obfer- 
vers.  It  was  faid,  that  the  prince  himfelf. 
Without  any  imaginable  ftain  of  his  religion, 
had  by  the  fight  of  foreign  courts,  and  obfer- 
varloni  of  the  different  natures  of  people,  and 
the  rules  of  government,  much  excited  and 
awakened  his  fpirits,  and  corroborated  hi? 
judgment.  And  as  for  the  marquifs,  there 
was  note  taken  af  two  great  additions  which 
he  had  gained  ;  Firfl,  he  was  returned  with 
increafe  of  tiile,  having  there  been  made 
duke,  by  patent  fenthim,  which  was  the  high- 
eft  degree  whereof  an  Englini  fubjed  could  be 
capable.  But  the  other  was  far  greater,  tho' 
dofcr;  for  by  fo  long  and  fo  private,  and  Co 
various  confociation  with  a  prince  of  fucH 
excellent  nature,  he  had  now  gotten  as  it 
were  two  lives  in  his  own  fortune  arrd  great- 
nefs ;  whereas  otherwife  the  eilate  of  a  favou- 
rite is  but  at  beil:  a  tenant  at  will,  and  rarely 
"tranfmitted.  Butconcerningthe  Spanifhcom- 
miffion,  which  in  public  conceit  was  the  mair^ 
fcope  of  the  journey,  that  was  leTt  in  great 
fufpence,  and  after  fo  me  time  utterly  laid  afide  ; 
Vvhichthi^w  the  duke,  amongil  fice  wits, under 
cenfures. 

The  moil  part. were  s.pt  to  believe,  that  he- 
had  brou^'^ht' dovv^i'fome,  deep  diilalle  from 
•Spain,  which  cJcaiperat-ed  his  counlels  j  nejihtr 
■^^i  chfie   wsntlrrr  fome  ether   that  thought 

him 
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Kilts  not  altogether  Toid  of  a  little  ambition, 
to  fliew  his  power  either  to  knit  or  dilToive. 

Howfoever,  the  whole  fcene  of  afFairs  \va9 
changed  from  Spain  to  France  ;  there  now  lay 
the  profpedive.  Vvhich  alteration  being  ge- 
rer^lly  liked,  and  all  alterations  of  ilate  being 
ever  attributed  to  the  powerfallell  under 
princeS)  the  duke  became  fuddenly  and 
lirangcly  gracious  among  the  multitude,  and 
was  even  in  parliament  highly  exalted  j  fo  as 
he  did  feem  for  a  time  to  have  overcome  that 
natural  incompatibility,  which,  in  the  expe- 
rience of  all  ages,  bath  been  noted  between 
the  vulgar  and  the  fovereign.  favour.  Bat  this, 
was  no  more  than  a  mere  bubble  or  blaft,  and, 
Kke  an  ephemeral  fit  of  applaufe,  as  will  ap- 
pear in  the  fequel  of  his  life. 

After  his  return  tVom  Spain,  he  was  made 
lord-wardenof  the  cinque-ports,  (vvhich  is,  as 
it  were,,  a  fecor^l  admiralty)  and  Iteward  like- 
\\ife  of  the  rranour  of  Hampton-court.  Dig- 
nities and  offices  ftill  growing  of  truft  or  pro- 
fit ;  and  the  king  now  giving  not  only  out  of 
beneficent  difpofition,  but  a  very  habitual  and 
confirmed  cuftom. 

One  year,  fix  months,  and  two^  days  aftef 
the  joyful  reception  of  the  prince  his  fon  from 
Spain,  king  James  accomplifiied  at  Theobalds 
his  own  days  OH  earth.  Under  whom  the 
duke  had  run  a  long  courfe  of  calm  and 
fmooth  profperity  :  I  meaiv  long,  for  the  or- 
dinary life  of  favour  ;  and  the  more  notable,, 
becaj.ife'it  had  been  tvit.h*oat  any  viuble  eclipfc 
F   5.  ©r 
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or  wave  in  himfelf,  amidfi  divers  variations  in 
others. 

The  moft  important  and  preffing  care  of  a 
new  and  vigorous  king,  v/as  hk  marriage,  for 
an  immediate  eftablilliment  of  The  royal  line  ; 
wherein  the  duke  having  had  an  efpecial  hand, 
he  wai  lent  to  conduft  hither  the  princefs 
Henrietta  Maria,  youngell  daughter  to  the 
great  Henry  of  Bourbon  ;  of  whom  his  ma- 
jeily,  as  hath  been  faid,  had  an  ambulatory 
view  in  his  travels.  He  was  accompanied  with 
no  peer  but  the  earl  of  Montgomery. 

Now  this  embafTy,  though  it  had  a  private 
fhew,  being  charged  with  more  formality  t^ian 
matter  (for  all  the  eflential  conditions  were 
before  concluded)  could  howfoever  want  no 
ornaments  or  bravery  to  adorn  it.  Among 
which,  it  is  worthy  of  a  litttle  remembrance, 
that  the  duke,  one  folemn  day,  gorgeoufly 
-clad  in  a  fuit  all  over  fpread  with  diamonds, 
and  having  loll  one  of  them  of  good  value, 
perchance  as  he  might  be  dancing,  after  his 
manner,  with  lofty  motion,  it  was  ftrangely 
recovered  again  the  next  morning  in  a  court 
full  of  pages  :  fuch  a  diligent  attendant  was 
fortune  every  where,  both  abroad  and  at 
home. 

After  this  fair  difcharge,  all  civil  honours 
having  (howered  on  him  before,  there  now  fell 
out  great  occafions  to  draw  forth  his  fpirits  in- 
to adion  i  a  breach  firft  with  Spain,  and  not 
long  after  with  France  itfelf,  notwitftanding 
fo  ftrait  an  affinity  Co  lately  treated  with  the 
■  one,  and  adlually  accompliihed  with  the  other: 
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as  if,  indeed,  according  to  that  pleafant  maxim 
offtate,  kingdorns  were  never  married.  Ihis 
mull  of  neceifity  involve  the  duke  in  bufines 
enough  to  have  overfet  a  lelTer  velTel,  being 
the  next  commander  under  the  crown  of  ports 
and  fhips. 

But  he  was  noted  willingly  to  embrace  thofe 
overtures  of  public  employment :  for,  at  the 
parliament  at  Oxford,  his  youth  and  want  of 
experience  in  maritime  fervice  had  bmewhat 
been  (brewdly  touched,  even  before  the  fluices 
and  flood-gates  of  popular  liberty  were  yet  fet 
open  :  fo,  as  to  wipe  out  that  objection,  he 
did  now  mainly  attend  his  charge,  by  his  ma- 
jelly's  untroubled  and  ferene  commands,  even 
in  a  tempefluous  time. 

Now  the  men  fell  a  rubbing  of  armour, 
which  a  great  while  had  lain  oiled  ;  the  ma- 
gazines of  munition  were  viewed  ;  the  officers 
of  remains  called  to  account  ;  frequent  coun- 
cils of  war,  as  many  private  conferences  with 
expert  feamen  ;  a  fleet  in  preparation  for  forne 
attempt  upon  Spain  ;  the  duke  himfelf  perfon* 
ally  employed  to  the  ilates-general ;  and  with 
hini  joined,  in  full  commifTion,  the  earl  of 
Holland,  a  peer  both  of  fingular  grace  and 
folidlty,  and  of  all  fweet  and  ferviceable  virtue 
for  public  ufe. 

Thefe  two  nobles,  after  a  dangerous  paf- 
fage  from  Harwich,  wherein  three  pf  their 
fhips  were  foundered,  arrived  the  fifth  day  at 
the  Hague  in  Holland.  Here  they  were  to 
enter  a  treaty,  both  with  the  Hates  themfelves, 
F    6  and 
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•and  with  the  mmii^ers  of  divers  nliied  and  coh-. 
federate  princes,  about  a  common  diverHon' 
for  the  recovery  of  the  palatinate  where  the 
king's  only  filler's  dowry  had  been  raviilied  by 
the  German  eagle,  mixed  with  Spanith  fea- 
thers :  a  princefs  refplendent  in  darknefsr; 
and  -  whofe  virtues  were  born  within  the 
chance,  but  without  the-  power  of  For- 
tune. 

Here  it  were  injurioas  to  overflip  a  noble 
aft  in  the  duke  during  this  employment. 
There  was  a  coliedAJon  of  certain  rare  raanu- 
itripts,  exquifirely  written  in  Arabick,  and 
fought  in  the  moil  remote  parts  \rf  the  dili- 
gence of  Erpenius,  the  moll  excellent  Hnguift^ 
Thefe  had  been  left  to  the  widow  of  the  faid 
Erpenius,  and  were  upon  fale  to  the  Jefuits  at 
Antwerp,  liquorifli  chapmen  of  fuch  ware  '. 
whereof  th^i  duke  getting  knowledge  by  his 
worthy  and  learned  fecretary,  dodior  Mafon,. 
i'nterverted  the  bargain,  and  gave  the  poor 
widow  for  them  five  hundred  pounds  ;  a  fum 
above  their  weight  in  filver  ;  and  a  mixed  a£l 
both  of  bounty  and  charity  ;  the  more  laudaj. 
ble  by  being  out  of  his  natural  element.  Thefe 
\\er«  they  which,  after  his  death,  were  as  no^ 
biy  preferred  as  they  had  been  bought,  to  the 
anivsrfity  of  Cambridge,  by  the  dutchefs  dow- 
2gep,  as  foon  as  fhe  wnderftocd,  by  the  afore- 
faid  dodor  Mafon,  her  hufDand's  intentioir, 
who  had'a  purpofe  likewife  to  raife  in  the  faid 
ai.rvarfity,  whereof  he  was  chancellor,  a  fair 
evifc  for  fuch  monuments,  aird  to  fwrnifh  it  uith 

other. 
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other  choice  colledions  from  all  parts,  at  his 
ewn  charge. 

The  afbrefaid  Hegotlation^  thoogh  profe- 
Guted  with  heat  and  probable  appearance  of 
great  eSedls,  took  up  a  month  before  the 
duke's  return  ;  and  tken  at  home  he  met  no 
good  news  of  the  Cadiz  attempt.  In  the  pre- 
paration thereof,  though  he  had  fpent  muck 
follicitude,  ex  officio,  yet  it  principally  failed, 
as  was  thought,  by  late  fettiag  o-ut,  and  by 
fome  contrariety  of  weather  at  fea  ;  whereby 
the  particular  deS^^n  took  vent  before- hand  ;  a 
point  hardly  avo-idable  in  a£lions  of  noife, 
efpecially  where  the-  great  Indian  key  to  all 
cabinets  is  working. 

Not  long  after  this,  the  king,  pondering  in 
his  wiidom  the  weight  of  his  foreign  affairs, 
found  it  fit  to- call  a  parliament  at  Weilmin- 
fler.  This  was  that  alfembly  where  there  ap- 
peared a  fudden  and  marvelh^us  converfion  in 
the  duke's  cafe,  from  the  moft  exalted  (as  hs 
had  been  both  in  another  parliamient,and  in  com* 
mon  voice  before)  to  the  moil  deprefled  now  ; 
as  if  his  condition  had  been  capable  of  no  me- 
diocrities :  an<i  it  could  not  but  trouble  him 
the  more,  by  happening  when  he  was  fo  frefhljf 
returned  out  of  the  Low-Country  provinces, 
out  of  a  meritorious  employment  rti  ^.'r-  inwar<i 
conceit  and  hope.  Which  bein^-  ::v:  fi.igle 
example  that  oar  snaals  have  yiel  :  ;,  frona 
ihe  time  of  William  de  la  Pool,  dui  i  >f  Suf- 
folk, under  Henry  VL  of  fuch  a  cciicurrence 
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of  two  extremr  .    within  fo   fhort  a  time,  by 

moil:  of  the  fame  commenders  and  difprovers. 

This  ftrange  phaenomenon  began  froni  a 
travelled  doctor  of  phyfic,  of  bold  fpirit  and 
of  able  elocution  ;  who,  being  returned  one  of 
the  burgefles,  which  was  not  ordinary  in  one 
of  his  coat,  fell,  by  a  metaphorical  allufion, 
tranflated  from  his  own  faculty,  to  propound 
the  duke's  as  a  main  caufe  of  many  infirmities 
in  the  ftate,  or  near  that  purpofe  ;  being  fure 
enough  of  feconds,  after  the  firft  oniet,  in  the 
lower  houfe.  As  for  any  clofe  intelligence 
t;hat  they  had  before- hand  with  fome  in  the 
higher,  though  that  likewife  was  faid,  there 
wants  ground  to  affirm,  or  believe  it  more 
than  a  general  conceit  ;  which  perhaps  might 
run  of  the  working  of  envy  amongll  thofe 
that  were  nearell  the  obje<^,  which  we  fee  fo 
familiar,  both  in  natural  and  moral  caules. 

The  duke's  anfwers  to  his  appeachments, 
in  number  thirteen,  were  very  diligently  and 
civilly  couched  ;  and,  though  his  heart  was 
big,  yet  they  all  favour  of  an  humble  fpirit, 
one  way,  equitable  confideration,  which  could 
not  but  polTefs  every  vulgar  conceit,  and  fome- 
what  allay  the  whole  matter  ;  that,  in  the 
bolting  and  fifting  of  near  fourteen  years  of 
fuch  power  and  favour,  all  that  came  out 
could  not  be  expefted  to  be  pure,  and  white, 
and  fine  meal;  but  muft  needs  have  withal 
among  it  a  certain  mixture  of  padar  and  bran, 
'in  this  lower  age  of  human  fragility.  How- 
foe  ver 
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foever  this  tempeft  did  only  (hake  and  not 
rent  his  fails  :  for  his  majefty,  confdering 
that  almoft  all  his  appeachments  v/ere  without 
the  compafs  of  his  own  reign  ;  and,  more- 
over, that  nothing  alledged  againft  him  had, 
or  could  be,  proved  by  oath,  according  to  the 
conllitution  of  the  houfe  of  commons ;  which 
the  duke  himfelf  did  not  forget  in  the  preface 
of  his  anfwers :  and,  lail:ly,  having  had  fuch 
experience  of  his  fidelity,  and  obfervance 
abroad,  where  he  was  chief  in  truft,  and  in 
the  participation  of  all  hazards,  found  himfelf 
engaged  in  honour,  and  in  the  fenfe  ot  his  own 
natural  goodnefs,  to  fupport  him  at  home  from 
any  further  inquietude,  and  too  dear  buy  his 
higheft  teftimonies  of  divers  important  impu- 
tations; whereof  the  truth  is  beil  known  to  his 
majefly  while  he  was  prince. 

The  fummer  following  this  parliament,  af- 
ter an  embarque  of  our  trading  ihips  in  the 
river  of  Bourdeaux,  and  other  points  of  fove- 
reign  affront,  there  fucceeded  the  allien  of 
Rheez,  wherein  the  duke  was  perfonaliy  em- 
ployed on  either  element,  both  as  admiral 
and  general,  with  hope  in  that  fervice  to  re- 
cover the  public  good  will,  which  he  faw,  by 
his  own  example,  might  quickly  be  won  and 
loft.  This  adion  found  more  honourable  cen- 
fure,  even  from  fome  of  the  French  writers, 
than  it  had  generally  amongft  ourfelves  at 
home  :  as,  touching  the  duke's  own  deport- 
ment in  that  ifland,  there  was  matter  of  glory 
and  grief  fo  equally  diftributed  on  both  fides, 

as 
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as  if  Fortune  had  meant  we  fhould  quickly  be 
friends  again. 

The  duke*s  carriage  was  furely  noble 
throughont.  To  the  gen-tlemen,  of  fair  re- 
fpedl ;  bountiful  to  the  foldier,  according  to 
any  fpecial  value  which  he  fpied  in  any  ; 
tender  and  careful  of  thofe  that  were  hurt;  of 
unqueftionable  courage  in  himfeif,  and  rather 
fearful  of  fame  than  danger.  In  his  counte- 
nance, which  is  the  part  that  all  eyes  interpret, 
no  open  alteration,  even  after  the  fucc6ur3 
which  he  expefled  did  fail  him  ;  but  the  Icfa 
he  iliewed  without,  the  more  it  wrought  in- 
trinfically,  according  to  the  nature  of  fuppreffed 
paiTions  :  for  certain  it  is,  that,  to  his  often 
mentioned  fecretary,  Dr.  IVIafon,whom  he  laid 
in  a  pallet  ntar  hizTj,  for  natural  venlilatioifi 
of  his  thoughts,  he  would,  in  the  abfence  of 
all  other  ears  and  eyes,  break  out  into  bitter 
and  pa^onate  irruptions,  protefting.  That 
never  his  difpatches  to  divers  princes,  nor  the 
great  bufinef*  of  a  fleet,  of  an  army,  of  a 
iiege,  of  a  treaty,  of  war,  of  peace,  both  on 
foot  together,  and  all  of  them  in  his  head  at 
a  time,  did  not  fo  much  break  his  repofe,  as 
a  conceit.  That  fome  at  home,  under  his  ma- 
jelly,  of  whom  he  had  well  de{erved\,  Vv'ere 
now  content  to  forget  him. 

Of  their  two  forts,  he  could  rot  take  the 
one,  nor  would  he  take  the  other  ;  bat,  in  the 
general  town,  he  maintained  a  feizure  and 
pofTeflion  of  the  whole  three  months  and.eigh- 
fcen  days  ;  and,  at  the  fiiR  defcent  oil  fm^re,, 

ke- 
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l».e^was  not  immured  with  a  wooden  veflel,  but 
he  did  countenance  the  landing  in  his  long- 
boat ;  whefe  fucceeded  fuch  a  defeat  of  near 
two  hundred  horfe,  (and  thefe  not,  by  his 
guefs,  mounted  in  haile,  but  the  moft  part 
gentlemen  of  family  and  great  refolution)  fe-  ' 
conded  with  two  thoufand  foot,  as  all  cir- 
cumilances  well  ballanced  on  either  fide,  may 
furely  endure  a  comparifon  with  any  of  the 
braveft  impreifions  in  antient  tim^. 

in  the  illue  ef  the  vvlvole  bullnefs,  he  feems 
charged  in  opinion  with  a  kind  of  improvi- 
dent confcience,  having  brought  of  that  with 
him  to  camp,  perchance,  too  much  from  a' 
court  where  Fortune  had  never  deceived  him. 
Befides,  we  muft  confider  him  yet  but  rude 
in  the  profeflion  of  arms,  though  greedy  of 
honour,   and  zealous  in  the  caufe. 

At  his  return  to  Plymouth,  a  Urange  acci- 
dent beftl  him  ;  perchance  not  fo  worthy  of 
memory  for  itfelf,  as  for  that  it  feemeth  to 
have  a  kind  of  prelude  to  his  final  period. 

Lord  Goring,  a  gentleman  of  true  honour, 
and  of  vigilant  affections  for  his  fiend,  fent 
to  the  duke,  in  all  expedition,  an  exprefs 
mefTenger,  with  advifernent,  to  alfure  his 
own  perlbn  by  ce-clining  the  ordinary  road  to 
London  ;  for,  that  he  had  credible  intelli- 
gence of  a  plot  againft  his  life,  to  be  pat  in 
execution  upon  him  in  his  faid  journey  towards 
the  court. 

The  duke  meeting  the  mefi^nger  on  the 
way,  read  the  letter,  and  fmotherihg  it  in  his 

pocket. 
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pocket,  vyithout  the  leall:  imaginable  appre- 
fcenfi<)n,  rode  forward,  his  company  being, 
about  that  time,  not  above  feven  or  eight  in 
ip umber,  and  thofe  no  othenvife  provided 
for  their  defence  than  with  ordinary  fv.'ords. 
,  After  this,  the  duke  had  advanced  three 
xniles  before  he  met  with  an  old  woman,  near 
a  town  in  the  road,  who  demanded,  Whether 
the  duke  were  in  the  company  r  and  bewraying 
ibme  efpecial  cccafion  to  be  brought  to  him, 
was  led  to  his  horfc-fide  ;  where  fhe  told  him, 
that,  in  the  very  next  town  where  he  v/as  to 
pafs,  fhe  had  heard  Tome  defperate  men  vow 
his  death  ;  and  thereupon  would  have  direded 
him  about  by  a  furer  way. 

This  old  woman's  cafual  accefs,  joined  with 
^hat  deliberate  advertifement  which  he  had 
before  from  his  noble  friend,  moved  him  to 
pafiicifvate  both  the  tenour  of  the  faid  letter, 
and  all  the  Gircumfrances,  with  his  company  ; 
who  were  jointly  upon  confent  that  the  woman 
had  advifcd  him  well.  Notwithflanding  all 
which  importunity,  he  refolved  not  to  wave 
his  way  upon  this  reafon,  perhaps  more  ge^. 
nerous  than  provident,  that  if,  as  he  faid,  he 
fhould  but  once,  by  fuch  a  diverfior,  make 
his  enemy  believe  he  were  afraid  of  danger, 
he  fhould  never  live  v/ithout- 

Hereupon  his  young  nephew,  lord  vifcount 
Fielding,  being  then  in  his  company,  out  of  a 
noble  fpirit,  befought  him,  that  he  would, 
at  leall,  honour  him  with  his  coat  and  blue 
ribbon,  thorough  the  town,   pleading  his  my^ 

ck's 
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cle's  life,  whereupon  lay  the  property  of  his 
wlK)le  family,  was  of  all  things  under  Heaven, 
the  moll  precious  unto  him  ;  and  underiaking 
ih  to  gefture  and  muffle  up  himfeU  in  his  hood, 
as  the  duke's  manner  was  to  ride  in  cold  wea- 
ther, that  none  Ihould  difcern  him  from  him  ; 
and  fo  he  (houid  be  at  the  more  liberty  for  his 
own  defence.  At  which  fweet  propofition, 
the  duke  caught  him  in  his  arm?,  and  kiiTed 
him ;  yet  would  not,  as  he  faid,  accept  of 
fuch  an  offer  from  a  nephew,  whofe  life  he 
tendered  as  much  as  himielf ;  and  fo  liberally 
re\\\arded  the  poor  creature  for  her  goodwill. 
After  fome  (liort  direftions  to  his  company, 
how  they  Ihould  carry  themfelve?,  he  rode  on 
without  perturbation  of  his  mind.  He  was 
no  fooner  entered  into  the  town,  but  a  fcam- 
ling  foldier  clapt  hold  of  his  bridle,  which  he 
thought  was  in  a  begging,  or  (perchance  fome- 
what  worfe)  in  a  drunken  fafluon  ;  yet  a  gen- 
tleman of  his  train  that  rode  a  pretty  diftance 
behind  him,  conceiving  by  the  premifes  it 
might  be  a  beginning  of  fome  mifchievous  in- 
tent, fpurred  up  his  horfe,  and  with  a  violent 
rufh  fevered  him  from  the  duke,  who  with  the 
rell  went  on  quickly  through  the  town:  neither 
was  there  any  further  enquiry  into  that  prac- 
tice, the  duke,  peradventure,  thinking  it  wif- 
dcm  nottorefent  difcontentments  too  deep.. 

At  his  return  to  the  court  he  found  no 
change  in  faces,  but  fmothered  murmurings 
for  the  lofs  of  fo  many  gallant  gentlemen; 
againft  which  his  friends  did  oppofe   in    their 

difcourfes 
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dircourres  the  chauce  of  war,  together  with  a 
gentle  exp— Udon  for  want  of  fupply  in  time. 
But  after  die  coiDplaints  in  parliament,  and 
the  unfortunate  ifTue  at  Rheez,  the  duke's  fame 
fell  more  and  ■•.ore  in  obloquy  among  the  mafs 
of  pcop^ ,,  w'hofe  judgments  are  only  recon- 
ciled with  good  fuccefles-:  fo  as  he  faw  plain- 
ly tnat  he  n^ufl  abroad  again  to  reflify  by  hii 
befc  ende'vour  under  the  public  fervice,  his 
own  reputation.  Whereupon  nsw  prepara- 
tives vere  in  hand,  and  partly  reparatives  of 
the  former  beaten  at  fea.  And  in  the  mean 
while,  he  was  not  unn;indful  in  his  civil  courfe, 
to  r,aft  an  eye  upon  the  ways,  to  win  unto  him 
fuch  as  have  be.eti  of  principal  credit  in  the 
lower  houfe  of  parliairicnt,  applying  lenitives, 
or  ri.il>duw^ing  from  that,  part  where  he  knew 
the  humours  were  fiiarpeft; :  amidfl:  which 
thoughts,  he  was  furprifed  Vvith  a  fatal  ftroke, 
written  in  the  black  book  of  neceflity. 

There  was  a  younger  brother,  of"  mean  for- 
tune, born  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  by-name 
John  Felton,  by  nature  of. a  deep,  melancho- 
ly, filent,  and  gloomy  cor^ftitution,  but  bred 
in  the  adivc  way  of  a  (bld.ier  ;  and  thereby 
raifed  to  the  place  of  lieutenant  to  a  company 
of  foot,  in  the  regiment  'if  Sir  Jan:es  Ramfey. 
This  was  the  man  that  clofely  within  himfelf 
had  conceived  the  duke's  death.  But  what 
may  have  been  the  immediate  or  greateA  mo- 
tive of  that  felonious  conception,  is  even  yet 
in  the  clouds. 

It 
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It  was  faid  at  firft,  that  he  had  been  (lung 
with  a  denial  of  his  captain's  place,  who  died 
in  England;    whereof  thus   much   indeed    is 
true,  that  the   duke,  before  he  would  inveil 
him   in    the  faid  place,   advifing  firfl:  (as  his 
manner  was)  with  his  colonel;  he  found  him 
tointerpofe  for  one  Powel,  his  own  lieutenant, 
a  gentleman  of  extraordinary  valour,  and  ac- 
cording to   military    cuftoni,    the   place    was 
good,  that  the  lieutenant  of  the  colonel's  com- 
pany might  well  pretend  to   the  next   vacant 
captainfhip,  under  the  fame  regiment.    Which 
Felton  acknowledged  to  be  in  itielf  very  ufual 
and  equitable,  befides  the  fpecial  merit  of  the 
perfon.     So  as  the  aforefaid   conceit  of  fome 
rancour  harboured  upon  this  denial  had  no  true 
ground*    There  was  another  imagination,  that- 
between' a  knight  of  the  fame  county  (whom 
the  duke  had  lately  taken  into  fome  good  de- 
gree of  favour)  and  the  faid  Felton,  there  had 
been  ancient  quarrels,   not  yet  well   healed, 
which  might  perhaps  lie  feilering  in  his  breaft, 
and  by  a  certain  inflamation  produce  this  ef- 
feft.     But  that  carries  fmall  probability,    that 
Felton  would  fo  deface  his  own   ad,   as   to 
make  the  duke  no  more  than  an  oblique  fa- 
crifice  to  the  fumes  of  his  private  revenge  up» 
-on  a  third  perfon. 

Therefore  the  truth  is,  that,  either  to  honeft 
a  deed  after  it  was  done,  or  to  llumber  his 
confcience  in  the  doing,  he  ftudied  other  in- 
centives,  alledging,  not  three  hours  before  his 
execution,   to  Sir  Richard  Greiham,   two  only 
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inducements  thereof.  The  firft,  as  he  made 
it  in  order,  was  a  certain  libellous  book,  writ- 
ten by  one  Eggleflone,  a  Scottifh  phyfician, 
which  made  the  duke  one  of  the  foulell  mon- 
fters  upon  earth  ;  and  indeed,  unworthy  not 
only  of  life  in  a  Chrillian  court,  and  under  fo 
virtuous  a  king,  but  of  any  room  within  the 
bounds  of  humanity,  if  his  prodigious  pre- 
di(5lions  had  the  leafl  femblance  of  truth.  The 
fecond  was,  the  remonftranceitfelf  of  the  lower 
houfe  of  parliament  againft  him,  which  per- 
chance, he  thought  the  faireft  cover,  fo  he  put 
in  the  fecond  place.  Whatfoever  were  the  true 
motives,  which  none  can  determine  but  the 
prince  of  darknefs  itfelf,  he  did  thus  profecute 
theeiFea. 

In  a  by-cutler's  fnop  on  Tow'er-hill,  he 
bought  a  ten-pe.ny  knife,  and  the  fheath 
thereof  he  fewed  to  the  lining  of  his  pocket, 
that  he  might  at  any  moment  draw  forth  the 
blade  alone  with  one  hand,  for  he  had 
maimed  the  other.  This  done,  he  made 
fhift,  prrtly  as  it  is  faid,  on  horfeback, 
and  partly  on  foot,  to  get  to  Pcrtfmouth, 
for  he  was  indigent  and  low  in  money,  which 
perhaps  might  have  a  little  edged  his  defpe- 
jration.  At  Portfmouth  on  Saturday,  being 
the  twenty-third  of  Auguft  of  that  current 
year,  he  preffed  without  any  fufpicion  in  fuch 
a  time  of  fo  many  pretenders  to  employment, 
into  an  inward  chamber,  where  the  duke  was 
at  breakfaft  (the  laft  of  his  repafts  in  this 
world)  accompanied  with  men  of  quality  and 
aftion,    with   monfieur   de   Soubes,   and    Sir 

Thomas 
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Thomas  Fi'yer.  And  there,  a  little  before  thre 
duke's  rifing  fy6m  the  table,  he  Went  and 
itobd  exjjeftmg  till  be  ■fhould  pa-Ts  through  a 
ted' id f  lobby,  between  that  room  arid  the 
next,  Hvhere  were  divers  attending  himi  To'- 
wards  which  pafiage,  as  1  conceive,  fomewhat 
darker  than  the  chamber  which  he  voided* 
while  the  duke  came,  with  Sir  Thomas  Fryer 
clofe  at  his  car,  in  the  very  moment  as  the  faid 
knight  withdrew  himfelf  from  the  duke/ this 
affaffin  gave  him,  with  a  back  blow,  a  deep 
wound  in  his  left  fide,  leaving  the  knife  in  his 
body  ;  which  the  duke  himfelf  pulling  out, 
on  a  fudden  efFufion  of  fpirits,  he  funk  down 
under  the  table  in  the  next-room,  and  immedi- 
ately expired. 

Certain  it  is,  that  fome  good' t^hile  before. 
Sir  Clement  Throgmorton,  a  gentleman  then 
living,  of  grave  judgment,  had  in  a  private 
conference  advifed  him  to  wear  a  privy-coat, 
whofe  council  the  duke  received  very  kindly  ; 
but  gave  him  this  anfwer,  That  againft  any 
popular  fury,  a  Ihirt  of  mail  would  be  but  a 
filly  defence  ;  and  for  any  fmgle  man's  afiault, 
he  took  himfelf  to  be  in  no  danger.  So  dark 
is  deftiny. 

One  thing  in  this  enormous  accident,  is 
beyond  all  wonder  :  That  within  the  fpace 
of  not  many  minutes  after  the  fall  of  the  body, 
and  removal  thereof  into  the  firfl  room,  there 
was  not  a  living  creature  in  either  of  the  cham- 
bers, not  more  than  if  it  had  lain  in  the  fands 
pf  JExkioi^ia;  whereas  commonly,  in  fuch 
^'•-  2  cafes. 
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cafes,  you  Ihall  note  every  where  a  great  and 
fadden  conflux  of  people  unto  th«  place,  to 
hearken  and  to  fee.  But  it  fliould  feem  the 
very  horror  of  the  faS  had  ftupified  all  curiofi- 
ty,  and  fo  difperfed  the  multitude,  that  it  is 
thought  even  the  murderer  himfelf  might  have 
efcaped  (who  gave  the  blow  none  could  affirm) 
if  he  had  not  lingered  about  the  houfe  below, 
not  by  any  confufed  arrell  of  confcience,  as 
hath  hetn  feen  in  like  examples,  but  by  very 
pride  in  his  own  deed,  as  if  in  effedt  there  were 
little  difference  between  being  reaabembered 
by  a  virtuous  fame,  or  an  illurtrious  infamy. 
Thus  died  this  great  peer,  in  the  thirty-fixth 
year  of  his  age  compleat,  and  three  days  over, 
in  a  time  of  great  recourfe  unto  him,  and  de- 
|)endence  upon  him,  the  houfe,  and  town  full 
of  fervants  and  fuitors,  his  dutchefs  in  an  up- 
per room,  fcarce  yet  out  of  bed  ;  and  the 
.court  at  that  time  not  above  fix  or  nine  miles 
from  him,  which  had  been  the  ftage  of  his 
greatnefs. 

As  to  any  ominous  prefagement  before  his 
£nd,  it  is  reported,  that  being  to  take  his 
Jeave  of  my  lord's  grace  of  Canterbury,  then 
bifhop  of  London,  whom  he  knew  well  planted 
in  the  king's  unchangeable  aiEsftion  by  his 
own  great  abilities  ;  after  courtefies  of  courfe 
Jiad  paffed  between  them  :  My  lord  fays  thq 
duke,  I  know  your  lordlhip  hath  very  worthi- 
ly good  accefles  unto  the  king  our  fovcreign, 
let  me  pray  you  to  put  his  majefty  in  mind  to 
be  good,  as  I  noways  diftruft,  to  my  poor  wif^ 

and 
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and  children.  At  which  words,  or  at  his 
countenance  in  the  delivery,  or  at  both,  my 
lord  billiop  being  {bmewhat  troubled,  took 
the  freedom  to  afk  him,  whether  he  had  never 
any  fccret  abodement  in  his  mind.  No,  re- 
plied the  duke,  but  I  think  fome  adventure 
may  kill  me  as  well  as  another  man. 

The  very  day  before  he  was  flain,  feeling 
fome  indifpofition  of  body,  the  king  was 
pleafed  to  give  him  the  honour  of  a  vifit,  and 
found  him  in  his  bed  ;  where,  and  after  much 
ferious  and  private  difoourfe,  the  duke,  at  his 
majefty's  departing,  embraced  him  in  a  very 
unufual  and  paffionate  manner,  and  in  like 
fort  his  friend  the  eail  of  Holland,  as  if  his 
foul  had  divined  he  fhould  fee  them  no  more  : 
whicKinfufions  towards  fatal  ends,  had  been 
obferved  by  fome  authors  of  no  light  autho- 
rity. 

On  the  very  day  of  his  death,  the  counters 
of  Denbigh  received  a  letter  from  him  ;  where- 
unto  all  the  while  (he  was  writing  her  anfwer, 
Ihe  bedewed  the  paper  with  her  tears ;  and  aR 
ter  a  moft  bitter  paffion  (whereof  fhe  could 
yield  no  reafon,  but  that  her  deareH  brother 
was  to  be  gone)  fhe  fell  down  in  a  fwoon. 
Her  faid  letter  ended  thus :  *«  I  wil)  pray  for 
your  happy  return,  which  I  look  at  with  a 
great  cloud  over  my  head,  too  heavy  for  mv 
poor  heart  to  bear  without  torment;  but  I 
hope  the  great  God  of  heaven  will  blefs 
you." 

VoL.V,  G  The 
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The  day  following,  the  bifhop  of  Ely,  her 
devoted  friend,  who  was  thought  the  iitteft 
preparer  of  her  mind  to  receive  fuch  a  doleful 
accident,  came  to  vifu  her;  but  hearing  (lie 
was  at  reft,  he  attended  till  fne  fliould  awake 
>of  herfelf,  which  (he  did  with  the  affrightment 
of  a  dream,  Her  brother  feemed  to  pafs 
through  a  field  with  her,  in  her  coach  ;  where 
hearing  a  fudden  fhout  of  the  people,  and  afk- 
ing  the  reafon,  it  was  anfwered  to  have  been 
for  joy  that  the  duke  of  Buckingham  wasfick. 
Which  natural  imprelfion  (he  fcarce  had  re- 
lated unto  her  gentlewoman,  before  the  bi- 
fhop was  entered  into  her  bed-chamber  for  a 
:Chofen  mefPenger  of  the  duke's  death. 

But  the  moft  remarkable  inilance  of  all  is 
the  famous  ftory  of  the  apparition,  which  we 
have  from  lord  Clarendon. 

**  There  was  an  olhcer  in  the  king's  ward -robe 
in  Windfor  Caftle,  of  a  good  reputation  for 
honefty  and  difcretion,  and  then  about  the  age 
of  fifty  years  or  more. 

**  This  man  had  in  his  youth  been  bred  In  a 
fchool  in  the  parilh  v\here  Sir  George  Villiers, 
the  father  of  the  duke,  lived,  and  had  been 
much  cheriihed  and  obliged  in  that  feafon  of 
his  age  by  the  faid  Sir  George,  whom  after- 
wards he  never  faw. 

*'  About  fix  months  before  the  miferable  end 
of  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  about  midnight, 
this  man  being  in  his  bed  at  Windfor,  where 
his  office  was,  and  in  very  good  health,  there 
appeared  to  him  on  the  fide  of  his  bed,   a  man 
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of  a  very  venerable  afped,  who  drew  the  cur- 
tains  of  his  bed,  and  fixing  his  eyes  upon  lum, 
afked  him  if  he  knew  him. 

"  The  poor  man,  half  dead  with  fear 
and  apprehenfion,  being  aficed  the  fecond 
time,  whethr;r  he  remembered  him,  and  hav- 
ing in  that  time  called  to  his  memory  the  pre- 
fence  of  Sir  George  Villiers,  and  the  very 
cloaths  he  ufed  to  wear,  in  which  at  that  time 
he  femed  to  be  habited,  he  anfwered  him, 
that  he  thought  him  to  bs  that  perfon  ;  he  re- 
plied, he  was  in  the  right,  that  he  was  the 
fame,  and  that  he  expeded  a  fervice  from 
him,  which  was,  that  he  ihould  go  from  him, 
to  his  fon  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  and  tell 
him,  if  he  did  not  fomewhat  to  ingratiate 
himfelf  to  the  people,  or  at  leaft  to  abate  the 
extreme  malice  which  they  had  againfl  him, 
he  would  be  fuffered  to  live  but  a  ihort 
time. 

*'  After  this  difcourfe  hedifappeared,  and  the 
poor  man  (if  hehad'been  at  all  waking)  flept 
very  well  till  morning,  when  he  believed  all 
this  to  be  a  dream,  and  confidered  it  no  other- 
wife. 

*'  The  next  night,  or  (hortly  after,  the  fame 
perfon  appeared  to  him  again,  in  th>e  fame 
place,  and  about  the  fame  time  of  the  night, 
with  an  afpeft  a  little  more  fevere  than  before, 
and  afked  him,  whether  he  had  done  as  he 
had  required  of  him;  and  perceiving  he  had 
not,  gave  him  very  fevere  reprehsnfions,  told 
him  he  expeded  more  compliance  from  him, 
G  2  and 
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and  that  if  he  did  not  perform  his  commands, 
he  (hoiild  enjoy  no  peace  of  mind ;  but 
fliould  always  be  purfued  by  him  :  upo« 
which  he  promifed  him  to  obey.  But  the 
next  morning  waking  out  of  a  good  fleep, 
though  he  was  exceedingly  perplexed  with 
the  lively  reprefentation  of  all  particulars  to 
his  memory,  he  was  ilill  willing  to  perfuade 
himfelf  that  he  had  only  dreamed,  and  con- 
fidered  that  he  was  a  perlbn  at  fuch  a  diHance 
from  the  duke,  that  he  knew  not  how  to  find 
out  any  admillion  to  his  prefence,  much  lefs 
had  any  hope  to  be  believed  in  what  he 
fhould  fay  ;  fo  with  great  trouble  and  unquiet- 
nefs  he  fpent  fome  time  in  thinking  what  he 
fhould  do  :  and  in  the  end  refolved  to  do  no- 
thing in  the  matter. 

*<  The  fame  perfon  appeared  to  him  the  third 
time  with  a  terrible  countenance,  and  bitterly 
reproaching  him  for  not  performing  what  he 
had  promifed  to  do.  The  poor  man  had, 
by  this  time,  recovered  the  courage  to  tell 
hin\,  that  in  truth  he  had  deferred  the  execu- 
tion of  his  commands,  upon  confidering  how 
difficult  a  thing  it  would  be  for  him  to  get 
"any  accefs  to  the  duke,  having  acquaintance 
with  no  perfon  about  him ;  and  if  he  fhould 
obtaitj  admiffion  to  him,  he  fhould  never  be 
able  to  perfuade  him  that  he  was  fent  in  fuch 
a  manner  ;  that  he  fhould  at  leaft  be  thought 
to  be  mad,  or  to  be  fet  on  and  employed  by 
his  own,  or  the  malice  of  other  men  to  abufe 

the 
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the  duke  ;  and  fo  he  fliould  be  fare  to  be  un- 
done. 

^«  The  peiTon  replied,  as  he  had  done  before, 
that  he  fhould  never  find  reil  till  he  fnould 
perform  what  he  had  required,  and  therefore 
he  were  better  to  difpatch  it ;  that  the  accefs 
to  his  fon  was  known  to  be  very  eafy,  and 
that  few  men  waited  long  for  him  ;  and  for 
the  gaining  him  credit  he  would  tell  him  two 
or  three  particulars,  which  he  charged  him 
never  to  mention  to  any  perfon  living  but  to 
the  duke  himfelf ;  and  he  iliould  no  fooner 
hear  them  but  he  fhould  believe  all  tlie  reft 
he  fhould  fay  j  and  fo  repeating  his  threats,  he 
left  him. 

*'  In  the  morning  the  poor  man,  more  con- 
firmed by  the  lad  appearance,  made  his  jour- 
ney to  London,  where  the  court  then  was  j 
lie  was  very  well  known  to  Sir  Ralph  Freeman, 
-one  of  the  mailers  of  requefts,  who  had  mar« 
ried  a  lady  that  was  nearly  allied  to  the 
duke,  and  was  himfelf  v/ell  received  by  him  : 
to  him  this  man  went,  and  though  he  did  not 
•acquaint  him  with  all  the  particulars,  he  faid 
enough  to  let  him  know  there  was  Ibmething 
extraordinary  in  it ;  and  the  knowledge  he 
tiad  of  the  fobriety  and  difcretion  of  the  man, 
made  the  more  impreition  on  him  :  he  defired 
that  by  his  means  he  might  be  brought  to  the 
duke,  in  fuch  a  place  and  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
■fhould  be  thought  fit,  afHrming  that  he  had 
Eiuch  to  fay  to  him,  and  of  fuch  a  nature  as 
G  3  wottl^ 
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would  require  much  privacy,   and  fome  time 
and  patience  in  the  hearing. 

*'  Sir  Ralph  prornifed  he  would  fpeak  firit 
with  the  duke  of  him,  and  then  he  fhould 
Bnderftand  his  pleafure ;  and  accordingly, 
the  firft  opportunity  he  did  inform  him  of 
the  reputation  and  honeily  of  the  man,  and 
then  what  he  defired,  and  of  all  he  knew  of 
XhQ  matter. 

The  duke,  according  to  his  ufaal  opennefa 
and  condefcention,  told  him,  that  he  was  the 
Rcxt  day  early  to  hunt  with  the  king;  that 
us  horfes  fhould  attend  him  at  Lambeth- 
Bridge,  where  he  ihould  land  by  five  of  the 
Clock  in  the  morning  ;  and  if  the  man  at- 
te'xied  him  there  at  that  hour,  he  would 
walk  ar,d  fj^eak  with  him  as  long  as  (ho-uld  be 
j-^eccFarv. 

**  Sir  Ralph  carried  the  man  with  him  tne 
iicxfe-nioining,  and  prefented  him  to  the  duke 
c^  his  landing,  who  received  him  courteoufiy, 
■AvA  walked  afide  in  conference  near  an  hour  5 
none  but  his  own  fervants  being  at  that  hour 
in  that  place  ;  and  they  and  Sir  Ralph  at  fuch 
adirtance,  that  they  could  not  hear  a  word, 
tiiough  the  duk^  fometimes  fpoke  loud,  and 
with  v  eat  enriOtion,  whtca  Sir  Kalph  the  more 
eafily  obf'^ived  and  perceived,  becaufe  he  kept 
his  eyes  always  fixed  upon  the  duke,  having 
procared  the  conference  upoa  fomewhac  he 
knew  was  extraordinary. 

'♦  The  man  loid  him,  in  his  return  over  the 
Wa^"rJ   that  when  he  mentioned  thofe  particu- 
lars 
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lars  which  were  to  gain  him  credit  (che  fub- 
ftance  whereof  he  faid  he  duril  not  impart 
unto  him)  the  duke's  colour  changed,  and 
he  fvvore  he  could  come  at  th;u  know- 
ledge only  by  the  devil,  for  that  thofe  parti- 
culars were  only  known  to  himfelf  and  toons 
perfon  more,  who  he  was  fare  would  never 
{peak  of  it, 

•'  The  duke  purfued  hh  purpofe  ofhunting, 
but  was  obferved  to  ride  ail  the  morning  with 
great  penfivenefs  and  in  deep  thoughts,  with- 
out any  delight  in  the  exercife  he  was  upon  ; 
and  before  the  morning  was  fpent,  left  tha 
field,  and  alighted  at  his  mother's  lodgings  ia 
Vv'hitehall,  witii  whom  he  was  (hut  up  for  the 
fpace  of  two  or  three  hours  ;  the  noife  of  th^ir 
difcourfe  frequently  reaching  the  ears  of  tholt:-^ 
who  attended  in  the  next  rooms.  And  when 
the  duke  Left  her,  his  countenance  appeared 
full  of  trouble,  with  a  mixture  of  anger;  a 
countenance  that  was  never  before  obferved  in 
him  in  any  converfation  with  her,  towards 
whom  he  had  a  profound  reverence  ;  and  the 
Gountefs  herfelf  (for  though  ihe  was  married 
to-  a  private  gentleman,  Sir  Thomas  Compton, 
fae  had  been  created  countefs  of  Bucking- 
ham ihortly  after  her  fon  had  allumed  that 
title)  was  at  the  duke's  leaving  her  found 
overwhelmed  in  tears,  and  in  the  highefr  agony 
imaginable. 

**  Whatever  there  was  of  all  this,  it  is  a  noto- 
rious truth,  that  when  the  news  of  the  duke's 
murder  (which  happened  within  a  few  months 
G  4,-  aftej"!^ 
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after)  was  brought  to  his  mother,  (he  Teemed 
«ot  ill  the  lead  degree  furprifed,  but  received 
it  as  (he  had  forefeen  it ;  nor  did  afterwards 
■exprefs  fach  a  degree  of  forrow  as  was  expell- 
ed from  fuch  a  mother  for  the  lofs  of  fuch 
a  fon.'^ 

This  ftory  i^  related  with  fome  little  cir- 
cumftantial  difference  by  feveral  coniiderable 
authors,  Avho  all  feem  to  agree  in  the  mofl 
material  parts  of  it. 

Fame,  though  with  fome  privacy,  fays, 
that  the  fecret  token  was  an  inceftuous  breach 
of  modefly  between  the  duke  and  a  certain 
lady  too  nearly  related  to  him,  which  it  fur- 
priied  the  duke  to  hear  of ;  and  that  as  he 
thought  he  had  good  reafons'  to  be  fure  the 
lady  would  not  tell  it  of  herfelf,  fo  he  thought 
inone  but  the  devil  x:ould  tell  it  befides  her  ; 
and  this  aftonifhed  him,  fo  that  he  was  very 
far  from  receiving  the  man  ilightly,  or  laugh- 
ing at  his  meiTage. 

He  took  to  wife,  eight  years  and  two 
months  before  his  death,  the  lady  Catherine 
IVlanners,  heir  g&nerai  to  the  noble  houfe  of 
Rutland,  who,  befides  a  folid  addition  to  his 
fftate,  brought  him  three  fons  and  a  daughter, 
'Called  the  lady  A^ary,  his  firft  born  ;  his  eldeft 
fon  died  at  nurfe,  before  his  journey  to  Rheez; 
and  his  third,  the  lord  Franciii,  was  born  after 
^is  father's  death  ;  fo  as  neither  his  firft  nor 
liis  laft  were  participant  of  any  fenfe  of  his 
imsforiunes  or  felicities :  his  fecond  fon,  now 
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^ke  of  Buckingham,   was  born  to  chear  him 
on  his  return  from  that  unlucky  voyage. 

For  thefe-fweet  pledges,  and  no  lefs  for  the 
■unqueitionable  virtues  of  her  perfon  and  mind, 
Jie  loved  her  dearly,  and  weli  exprefTed  his 
love  in  an  a.t\  and  time  of  no  fjmulation 
towards  his  end,  bequeathing  her  all  his 
manfion-houfes  during  ficr  natural  life,  and  a 
power  to  difpofe  of  his  whole  perfonal  eilate, 
together  with  a  fourth  part  of  his  lands  ia 
jointure  ;  he  left  his  elder  brother  of  the 
fame  womb  a  vifcount,  and  his  younger  bro- 
ther an  earl  ;  Sir  Edward  Viiliers,  his  half- 
brother  on  the  father's  fide,  he  either  preferred 
or  removed  (call  it  how  you  will)  from  his 
flep-mother's  eye  to  the  prefidentfhip ;  wher^ 
he  lived  in  fmgular  eftimation  for  his  jullice 
and  hofpitality  ;  and  died  with  as  much  gritf 
of  the  whole  province,  as  ever  any  gov^ernor 
did  (before  his  religious  lady  of  fweet  and 
noble  difpontion)  adding  much  to  his  honour. 
The  eldeft  of  the  brethren,  and  heir  of  the 
name,  was  made  a  baronet,  but  abilained 
from  court,  enjoying  perhaps  thegreater  gr.eai- 
nefs  of  felf-fruition. 

He  left  his  mother  a  countefs  by  j^atent  in 
her  own  perfon,  which  was  a  new  leading  ex- 
ample, grown  before  fomewhat  rare,  fmce  the 
days  of  queen  Maryv'  Fiis  filler  of  Denbigh 
(that  right  charadler  of  a  good  lady)  he  moll: 
humbly  recommended  to  the  queen  ;  v/lio.nN 
ter  a  ^fdiarge  of  fome  French  in  her  court 
G   5  '"       that 
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that  were  to  return,  too!v  her  into  three  feveral 
places  of  honour  and  trdfl. 
'  In  {hort,  rot  to  infill:  on  every  particular 
branch  of  thofe  private  preferments,  he  left  all 
his  female  kindred,  of  the  entire  or  half  blood, 
defcending  of  the  name  of  Villiers-  or  Beau- 
mont, within  any  near  degree,  either  matched 
with  peers  of  the  realm  adually,  or  hopefully 
with  earls  fons  and  heirs  ;  or  at  leafl:  with 
knights,  or  doffters  of  divinity^  and  of  plenti- 
ful condition  :  he  did  not  much  flrengihen 
his  own  fubfiilence  in  court,  bat  fiood  there 
on  his  own  feet,  for  the  truth  is,  the  motl  of 
his  allies  rather  leaned  upon  him,  than  fhoar- 
ed  him  up.  His  familiar  fervants,  either 
about  his  perfon  in  ordinary  attendance,  or 
about  his  affairs  of  flate,  as  his  fecretaiies  ; 
or  of  oiHce,  as  his  Reward ;  or  of  lavy,  as  that 
vverihy  knight  whom  he  long  ufed  to  follicit 
his  caufes  The  left  all,  both  in  good  fortune* 
ar'.d,  which  is  iriore,  in  croodfame. 
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The    life    of 

Thomas  Went  worth. 


TH  O  M  A  S  W  E  N  T  W  O  R  T  H  WSS  the  foR 
of  Sir  William  Wenlworth,  baronet, 
and  Annf,  daughter  and  heir  to  Sir  Robeit 
Atkins  of  Stowell,  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter, 
knight  ;  and  was  born  on  the  tliirteenih  of 
April  1593,  feven  minutes  after  three  in  the 
afternoon:  t lie  famous  Lilly,  who  calculated 
his  nativity,  having  laid  down  albologitiil' 
icafons  for  his  violent  death. 

He  was  a  perfon  of  moil  extraordinary  ac» 
compUfhments,  which  raifed  him  to  very  fig- 
r.al  honours  and  preferments.  He  at  firil  dif- 
dnguifhed  himfelf  an^ongft  the  king's  op- 
pofers  ;  for  which  reafon  he  was,  in  the  year 
*j62  5,  made  HierifF  of  Yorklliire,_  to  prevent' 
his  being  chofen  member  of  parliament,  ^a 
1626,  he  was  put  in  confinement  for  refufing 
10  contribute  to  the  loan,  then  exa^d  '.by 
Charles. L  In  the  parliament,  in  i*G2;,  he 
fignalized  himfelf  as  a  patriot,  upon  occafionof 
the  inquiry  made  into  the  grievances  of  the 
nation  by  the  commons.  7^he  abufes  which: 
they  took  into  confideration,  v/ere  biiletting  of 
foldiers,  loans  by  benevolence  and  privy- feals,. 
imprifonraent  of  gentlemen  refafmg  tO'  lend,, 
"     G  6  denial 
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denial  of  releafe  upon  a  habeas  corpus  ;  and, 
'£mongft"many  fpeeches  made  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  none  were  taken  more  notice  of  than 
^hat  made  by  Sir  Thomas  Wentworth  againfl 
the  government.  But  he  obferved  that  thofe 
things  were  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  king,  but 
the  minillers,  who  had  formed  the  defign  of 
ilretching  the  prerogative  beyond  its  due 
bounds.  "  They  have  brought  the  crown  in- 
to greater  want  than  ever,"  faid  he,  *'  by 
-anticipating  the  revenues :  and  can  the  fiiep- 
?ierd  be  thus /mitten,  and  the  fheep  not  fcat- 
tered  ?  They  have  introduced  a  privy-coun- 
cil, ravifhing  at  once  the  fpheres  of  all  ancient 
■government,  im.prilbning  us  without  either 
Jbail  or  bond.  They  have  taken  from  us, 
v/hat  ?  What  Ihall  I  fay  ?  Indeed,  what  have 
•they  left  us?  All  means  of  fupplying  the 
king,  and  ingratiating  ourfelves  with  him, 
taking  up  the  root  of  all  property." 

As  he  was  one  of  the  greateft  geniufes  then 
^n  England,  the  king  could  not  but  be  fenfible 
.j^^that  his  parts  and   capacity  might  be  highly 
,4"  '''-fwrviceable  to  him  if  he  could  gain  him  to  his 
fide.     He  endeavoured  it  therefore,  after,   or 
perhaps  before,  the  diifolution  of  the  parlia- 
ment, an<i  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  Wentworth, 
before  it  was  ended,  became  one  of  the  greatell 
{ticklers  for  the  royal  authority,   or  rather  for 
the  defpotic  .power  the-king  had  a  mind  to  in- 
tjroduce. 

Upon  this  account  the  king  thought  him  the 
ifeueH  4)erfoa  -to  be  €ntrafted  with   the  prefi- 
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dentfnip  of  the  council  in  the  north.  He  was 
at  the  fame  time  created  baron  Wentworth,  of 
Wentworth-wood-houfe;  and,  on  the  tenth  of 
December  following,  vifcount  Wentworth  of 
the  fame  place,  and  was  made  one  of  the  pri- 
vy council  ;  in  all  which  trufts  he  acquitted 
himfelf  much  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  his  prince, 
whofe  revenu-e  he  greatly  improved.  His  next 
flep  of  preferment  was  to  be  lord-deputy  of 
Ireland,  where  he  preferred  learned  and 
pious  men  v/ho  v/ere  attached  to  epifcopacy. 
He  moreover  raifed  eight  regiments  for  the 
king's  fervice,  €ach  confifting  of  one  thoufand 
men  ;  but  before  he  had  difpofed  of  thefe  forces 
into  necefiary  quarters,  he  was  recalled  to  Eng- 
land, and  made  lieutenant-general  to  the  earl 
of  Northumberland,  who  commanded  the  ar- 
my which  was  going  to  be  employed  againil 
the  Scots,  who  had  then  invaded  the  king- 
dom. 

On  the  twelfth  of  January,  15  Charles  I, 
he  was  created  baron  of  Raby,  and  earl  of 
Strafford;  and  was  alfo  made  knight  of  the 
garter,  on  the  twelfth  of  September  1640.; 
but  things  not  fucceeding  well  in  Ireland  un- 
der Sir  Chriftoper  Wandesford,  mailer  of  the 
rolls  there,  whom  he  had  left  deputy  in  his  room; 
and  the  parliament  of  England  by  this  time 
entering  into  fecret  engagements  with  the  Scots, 
the  earl  of  Strafford's  ruin  was  brought  about 
jiot  long  after.  He  had  fo  entirely  devoted 
himfelf  to  the  king,  that,  in  his  two  great 
offices  of  j)r^lident  of  the  caurt  of  York,  and 

•lord- 
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lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  hehad  noothervlevy 
but  to  ilretch  the  prerogative-royal,  and  in- 
creafe  the  king's  revenues.  His  proud  and 
haughty  carriage  had  given  no  lefs  offence  to 
the  public  than  his  adions,  whereby  he  flrove 
to  eilablidi  an  arbitrary  power.  He  was  there- 
fore the  firrt  among  thofe  who  paHed  for  the 
authors  of  the  grievances  upon  whom  the 
ftorm  fell. 

On  the  eleventh  of  November,  eight  days 
after  the  opening  of  the  parliament,  Mr.  Pym 
having  defired  and  obtained  his  defirs  of  the 
commons,  that  the  doors  of  the  houfe  might 
be  locked,  and  the  outward  Foom  cleared  of 
{Irangers,  informed  them,-  that  there  were  feve- 
ral  complaints  againft  the  earl  of  Strafford, 
which  gave  juft  grounds  to  accufe  him  of  high 
treafon.  The  houfe  having  received  this  in- 
formation, imniediately  appointed  a  committee 
of  feven,  who  withdrew  into  another  room,, 
and  conferring  together,  reported  fhortly  af- 
t-er,  that  it  was  their  opinion,  there  was  jufl 
caafe  to  impeach  the  earl  of  Strafford.  Then 
Mr.  Pym  was  ordered  to  go  to  the  houfe  of 
lords,  and  accufe  the  earl  of  high  treafon,  in 
the  name  of  the  commons.  He  had  orders 
alto  to  tell  the  lords,  that  the  commons  would^ 
in  due  time,  produce  the  articles  of  accufatioii,, 
and  defrred  ti,  ;;t  the  accufed  might,  till  then, 
be  ^ut  in  hu  cuftody.  The  earl  of  Strafford 
had  that  very  day  quitted  the  army,  and  takea^ 
}iis  place  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  He  had  been. 
appnijEd  before  he  left  the  arnjy  that  a  defign 
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was  formed  to  attack  him  :  but,  whether 
through  pride,  or  a  perfuaiion  that,  having 
done  nothing  without  the  king's  authority,  he 
was  fecure,  he  flighted  the  advice,  and  would 
be  prefent  in  the  parliament.  Indeed,  fome 
months  before,  the  king's  protection  was  more 
than  fafficient  to  fcreen  him  from  all  danger  ; 
but  the  face  of  affairs  was  changed,  and  it 
feems  furpriting  that  a  perfon  of  fo  excellent 
an  underilanding,  could  imagine,  that  the 
kjng  was  aiDis  to  prote6l  him  at  fuch  a  junc- 
ture; 

No  {boner  had  the  commons  impeached  the 
earl,  but  the  lords  committed  him  to  the  cuf- 
tody  of  the  black- rod,  and  ibme  days  after 
fent  him  to  the  Tower.  The  procefs  againlt 
him  could  not  be  ready  to  be  tried  till  the 
twenty- fecond  of  March,  1640- 1.  The  trial 
lalled  till  the  twelfth  of  April,  and  then  the 
commo  is,  who  had  been  prefent  all  the  while^ 
perceivings  doubtlefs,  that  the  fentence  would 
not  prove  as  rigorous  as  they  defired,  refolved 
to  proceed  againli  the  earl  by  way  of  bill  of  at- 
tainder. 

They  voted,  therefore,  on  the  fixteenth 
and  nineteenth  of  April,  that  it  was  fufficiently 
proved,  that  the  earl  of  Strafford  had  endea- 
voured to  fubvert  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
kingdom-,  and  introduce  an  arbitrary  and  ty- 
rannical government  into  the  realms  of  £,gjr 
land  and  Ireland  ;  and  that,  confeq^uenjlyv  he 
was  guilty  of  hig^h-treaforu 
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On  the  twenty-firft  of  the  famcTnonth,  the 
bill  of  attainder  was  paiTed,  there  being  two 
hundred  and  four  for  it,  and  fifty  -nine  againfl 
k.  The  bill  met  with  fo  great  oppofition  in 
the  houfe  of  peers,  that  it  was  very  doubtful 
whether  it  would  be  paiTed  or  thrown  out; 
for  which  reafon,  on  the  twenty-fourth,  was 
prefented  to  both  houfes  a  petition,  fubfcribed 
by  above  forty  thoufand  inhabitants  of  Lon- 
don, fetting  forth  the  caufes  of  their  fufpi- 
cions  and  fears;  and,  amongfl:  others,  that 
juftice  was  not  yet  executed  upon  the  earl  of 
Strafford  ;  and,  that  there  was  reafon  to  dread 
ibme  fecr-et  plot  againil  the  parliament. 

The  twenty-eighth  of  April,  the  commons 
lent  a  meflage  to  the  lords,  that  they  had  re- 
ceived information,  that  the  earl  of  Strafford 
had  a  dcfign  to  make  an  efcape  out  of  the 
Tower ;  that  the  guard  about  him  was  weak  ; 
and  therefore  de fired  he  might  be  kept  clofe 
prifoner,  and  his  guards  llrengtheued  j  to 
which  the  lords  confented. 

The  iiril  of  May,  the  king  came  to  the 
.parliamenr,  and,  in  a  fpeech  to  both  houfes, 
faid,  That,  having  been  prefent  at  the  trial  of 
the  earl  of  Strafford,  he  could  not  in  confci- 
ence  condemn  him  of  high-treafon,  though  he 
■thought  him  guilty  of  mifdemeanours :  there- 
fore he  defired  the  lords  to  find  fome  way  to 
bring  him  out  of  thi^  great  l^reight.  The 
commons  were  very  much  troubled  and  dip 
contented  y/ith  this  Ipeech,  sltA  -direftly  ad- 
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j&urned  till  the  third  of  May  ;  on  which  day 
a  great  multitude  at  Wellminfter  infultcd  and 
tbrreatened  the  lords,  as  they  were  going  to 
the  houfe,  cr/mg  out,    Juftice  !  Juftice  ! 

It  was  no  eafy  matter  for  the  lords  to  avoid 
doing  what  the  commons  defired.  In  thefiril: 
place,  they  had  infpired  the  ri<ition  with  fuch 
a  tenor,  that  no  one  durll  oppofe  their  refolu- 
tions,  for  fear  of  being  thought  to  have  iM 
deficj-ns,  and  expofed  to  inevitable  ruin.  Se- 
condly, the  people  flill  continued  to  flock  about 
Wellminiler,  and  openly  threatened  the  lords. 
Thirdly,  the  multitude  prelented  the  fame  day 
a  petition  to  the  lords,  demanding  juftice 
againll  the  earl  of  Strafford,  and  that  their 
lordihips  would  pleafe  to  free  them  from  the 
fear  of  a  ccnfpiracy.  Fourthly,  on  the  m.or- 
rovv',  being  ths  fourth  of  May,  the  people 
getting  together  again  at  Weftminller  in 
greater  numbers  than  the  day  before,  fome  in- 
cendiaries pafted  up  againll:  a  wall  in  the  old 
palace-yard,  the  names  of  fifty- fix  members, 
and  called  them  Straffordians,  and  betrayers  of 
their  country.  Lalfly,  the  fame  day  the  mul- 
titude prefented  to  the  lords  another  petition, 
faying  that  they  underltood  the  Tower  was 
going  to  receive  a  garrifon  of  men,  not  of  the 
hamlets,  as  ufually,  but  confilling  of  other 
perfons,  under  the  command  of  a  captain,  a 
great  confident  of  the  earl  of  Strafford's; 
which  was  done  to  make  way  for  the  earl's 
«.fcape, 
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Upon  this  petition,  the  houfe  fent  fix  peer;^ 
to  go  and  exam  ne  Sir  William  Balfonr,  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Tower,  about  the  truth  of  the 
matter,  Balfour  anfwered,  it  was  true  he  Iiad 
his  majefty's  order  to  receive  one  hundred  men 
into  the  Tower,  and  captain  BillingHy  to  com- 
mand them,  and  to  receive  only  fuch  men  as 
the  captain  fhouid  bring  to  him  ;  but  under- 
ilanding  nON".- their  lordihip's  pleafure,  he  would 
receive  no  oiher  guard  into  the  Tower  but  tb^ 
hamiet  men. 

The  lords  further  declared,  at  a  conference 
v/ith  the  commons,  that  they  were  drawing  to 
a  conclufion  of  the  bill  of  attainder;  but  were 
fo  encompafled  with  multitudes  of  people, 
that  they  might  be  conceived  not  to  be  free  ; 
and  therefore  defued  the  coi^^mons  to  join 
with  them,  to  f.ivi  out  foji^e  way  to  fend  the 
people  to  their  homer.  Then  they  debated 
the  protefcation  which  had  before  been  drawn 
up  in  order  to  be  figned  by  all  the  members  ; 
tlie  purport  of  v.'hich  was,  that  each  member 
ilionld  do  all  Jfhat  lay  in  his  power  to  defend 
the  religion  of  the  church  of  England,  and  the 
privileges  of  parliament;  and  fhouid  do  all 
in  his  power  to  bring  td  condign  punifhm.ent 
all  that  by  force  or  confpiracy  iliould  do  any 
thing;  aqainfc  either. 

This  protellation  being  pafied,  and  taken 
by  four  hundred  and  thirty -three  commoners, 
and  one  hundred  and  fix  lords,  including  the 
bi(hops  and  judges,  the  commons  ordered  Dr, 
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Burgefs  to  acquaint  the  multitude  with  the  pro- 
teftatlon  taken  by  both  houfes,  and  that  they 
were  defired  to  retire  to  their  hoafes.  The 
multitude,  having  received  this  informationj 
departed. 

The  parliament  of  Ireland  was  no  Tooner 
informed  that  the  earl  of  Strafford  was  in  the 
I'ower,  but  they  fent  a  committee  of  both 
houfv^s  to  England,  to  lay  before  the  parlia- 
ment remonllrances  concerning  the  grievances, 
the  Iriih  endured  under  that  lord's  adminiiha*. 
von.  Thefe  remonflrances  contained  the  very, 
fame  charge,  afferted  in  twenty- eight  articles^ 
exhibited  agair.ft  him  by  the  parliament  of 
England. 

The  procefs  was  not  ready  to  be  judged  till 
the  twenty-fecond  of  March,  1640'!,  and 
iailird  till  the  twelftli  of  April.  It  woaid  be 
too  long-winded  a  work  to  give  a  particular 
account  of  the  proofs,  depofitions  of  evi- 
dences, anfAcrs  of  the  party  accufed  upon  each 
article,  and  replies  of  the  commons.  To  give 
a  general  idea  of  the  thing,  it  will  fuffice  to 
(ay,  in  two  words,  that  the  impeachment 
running  wholly  upon  the  earl  of  Strafford's 
pretended  intention  to  fubvert  the  fundamental 
laws  of  the  kingdom,  ihe  greateft  part  of  the 
crimes  he  was  accufed  of,  could  not  be  ac- 
counted crimes  of  high-treafon,  but  on  fuppo- 
fition  ol.jhis  fame  intention;  and  therefore 
the  m^^crs  of  the  profecution  infilled  upon 
every  one  of  the  articles  in  order  to  prove  this 
intention  ;  maintaining,  that,  though  each  of 

them 
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them  was  rot  capable  of  proving  it,  they 
were,  however,  all  together,  a  demonliiation 
of  the  fame :  but,  beHdes  that  each  of  thefe 
articles  was  not  equally  well  proved,  it  re- 
niaintd  aifo  to  decide,  whether  the  intention 
could  render  a  man  guilty  of  treafon.  The 
oxmcil  for  the  carl  of  Strafford  maintained, 
that,  although,  by  the  law,  the  bare  intention 
of  killing  the  king  was  high-treafon  ;  it  did 
not  follov/  that  the  intention  could  be  confi- 
dered  in  the  (ame  light  with  refped  to  other 
kinds  of  treafon,  on  v.'hich  the  law  had  not 
•decided  in  the  fame  manner.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  earl  of  Strafford  Ihewed,  that  none 
of  the  particular  crimes  he  was  charged  with, 
could  be  deemed  treafon  ;  and,  that  an  hun- 
dred felonies  could  never  make  one  treafonabb 

The  nineteenth  of  April,  it  was  voted  by 
the -commons,  that  the  endeavour  of  the  earl 
of  Straiford  to  fubvert  the  fundamental  laws 
of  the  realms  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  to 
introduce  an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  govern- 
ment in  both  thofe  kingdoms,  was  high-trea- 
fon.  Two  days  after,  a  bill  of  attainder  was 
brought  in  againfl  the  earl.  The  bill  was 
read  twice  in  the  morning,  and  the  third  time 
in  the  afternoon  ;  and  paffed  wi-th  the  majo- 
rity of  two  hundred  and  four  againft  fifty-nine^ 
£fter  which  it  was  fent  up  to  the  lords. 

Among  the  oppofers  of  the  bill,  the  lord 
Digby  dillinguilhed  himfelf  by  a  very  eloquent 
&eech  i  wherein  he  endeavoured  to  ihew,  thai 

the 
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'the  condemning  the  earl  of  StrdfFord  in  that 
manner  was  a  downright  murder.  Great 
exceptions  were  taken  at  this  fpeech;  and, 
though  the  houfe  did  not  feem  to  take  much 
r.otice  of  it  at  firll,  they  ordered  afterwards, 
that  it  fboiild  be  burned  by  the  common  hang- 
man. 

The  bill  of  attainder  had  not  prefently  the 
eff'e(fi:  the  commons  wifiied ;  the  lords  were  in 
no  hafte  to  examine  it,  or*  to  anfwer  the  im- 
patience of  the  commons  ;  they  had  a  mind 
iiril  to  weigh  arguments  for  and  againfl  the 
bill. 

In  this  interval,  feveral  thoufands  of  inha- 
bitants of  London  prefented  to  both  houfes  a 
petition  againft  the  carl,  faying  he  was  a  fworn 
enemy  to  the  city.  The  twenty-eighth  of 
April,  Mr.  St.  John  made  a  fpeech  to  the  lords 
to  prove  that  the  bill  of  attainder  was  not  cort- 
trary  to  law  ;  and,  on  the  firll  of  May,  the 
king  came  to  the  parliament,  and  made  the 
following  fpeech  to  both  houfes : 


"  My  Lords, 

'<  I  HAD  not  any  intention  to  have  fpoken 
to  you  of  this  bufmefs  this  day,  which  is  the 
great  bufinefs  of  the  earl  of  Strafford,  becaufe 
I  would  do  nothing  that  might  ferve  to  hinder 
your  occafions :  but  now  it  comes  to  pafs, 
that,  feeing  of  neceffity  I  mull  have  part  in 

the 
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the  judgment,  I  think  it  moll  necefTary  for  me 
to  declare  my  confcience  therein.  I  am  fare 
you  all  know  that  I  have  been  prefent  at  the 
hearing  of  this  great  cafe,  from  the  one  end 
to  the  other  ;  and  I  muft  tell  you,  that  I  can- 
not condemn  him  of  high-treafon  ;  it  is  not  fit 
for  me  to  argue  the  bufinefs  ;  I  am  fure  you 
will  not  expeft  that ;  a  pofitive  doflrine  beil 
becomes  the  mouth  of  a  prince;  yet  I  muft  tell 
you  three  great  truths,  which  I  am  fure  nobody 
knows  (o  well  as  myfelf. 

*'  Firft,  That  I  had  never  any  intention  of 
bringing  over  the  IriHi  army  into  England  ; 
nor  ever  was  advifed  by  any  body  fo  to  do. 
Secondly,  That  there  was  never  any  debate 
before  me,  neither  in  public  council  nor  at 
private  committee,  of  the  di/loyalty  of  my 
Englifh  fubjefts;  nor  ever  had  I  any  fufpicion 
of  them.  Thirdly,  I  was  never  councelled  by 
any  one  to  alter  the  leaft  of  any  of  the  laws  of 
England,  much  lefs  to  alter  all  the  laws. 
Nay,  I  muft  tell  you  this,  I  think  no  body 
durft  ever  be  fo  impudent  to  move  me  in  it  ; 
for,  if  they  had,  I  fhould  have  putfuch  a  mark 
upon  them,  and  made  them  fuch  an  example, 
that  all  pofterity  fhould  know  my  intentions 
by  it ;  for  my  intention  was  ever  to  govern 
according  to  law,  and  no  otherwife. 

"  I  defire  to  be  rightly  underftood.  T  told 
you,  in  ray  confcience  J  cannot  condemn  him 
of  high-treafon  ;  yet  I  cannot  fay  I  can  clear 
him  of  mifdemeanours :  therefore  I  hope  you 

may 
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.may  find  away  to  fatisfy  jaftice. and  your  own 
fears,  and  not  prefs  upon  my  confcience.  Yet 
I  muft  declare  unto  you,  that,  to  fatisfy  my 
people,  I  would  do  great  matters  ;  but  this 
of  conscience,  no  fear,  no  refpedl  whatever, 
Hiall  ever  make  me  go  againft  it.  Certainly  I 
have  not  fo  ill  deferved  of  the  parliament  at 
this  time,  that  they  fhould  prefs  me  in  this 
tender  point,  and  therefore  I  cannot  expeCt 
that  you  will  go  about  it.  Nay,  I  mull  con- 
fefs,  for  matters  of  mifdemeanours,  I  am  fo 
clear  in  that,  that,  though  I  will  not  chalk 
out  the  way,  yet,  let  me  tell  you,  that^  I  do 
think  my  lord  of  Strafford  is  not  fit  hereafter 
to  ferve  me,  or  the  commonwealth,  in  any 
place  of  trull ;  no,  not  fo  much  as  that  of  a 
conllable  :  therefore  I  leave  it  to  you,  my 
lords,  to  find  fome  fuch  way  as  may  brin^  me 
out  of  this  great  freight,  and  keep  ourleives 
and  the  kingdom  from  fuch  great  inconveni- 
ences. Certainly  he  that  thinks  him  guilty  of 
high-treafon,  in  his  confcience  may  condemn 
him  of  mifdemeanours." 

The  earl  of  Clarendon  infmuates,  that  the 
lord  Say  advifed  the  king  to  make  this  fpeech, 
in  order  to  draw  him  into  a  fnare,  and  render 
the  earl  of  Strafford's  ruin  more  fure.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  when  Strafford  was  told,  by  his 
overjoyed  friends,  that  the  king  had  made  a 
warm  fpeech  in  his  favour  to  both  houfes,  he 
received  it  as  his  doom  ;  and  told  them,  7'he 
king's  kindnefs  had  ruined  hinij  and  that  he 

had 
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had  Iktle  elfe  to  do  but  to  prepare  hlmfelf  for 
death.  Indeed,  the  commons  were  highly 
offended  with  the  king's  fpeech,  faying,  It 
was  an  unprecedented  thing,  that  he  (hould 
meddle  with  bills  before  they  were  prefentcd 
to  him  ;  and,  that  it  had  a  tendency  to  take 
away  the  freedom  of  votes.  Upon  this  they 
adjourned  till  Monday,  the  third  of  May. 

When  the  bill  of  attainder  againft  the  earl 
pafTed  both  houfes,  the  king  was  in  the 
greateft  agitation  and  perplexity.  He  loved 
Strafford,  and  was  convinced  that  he  had  done 
nothing  but  what  was  conformable  to  his  in- 
tentions and  the  maxims  he  woald  have  intro- 
duced into  the  government.  He  might  be 
guilty,  with  regard  to  the  people,  upon  many 
accounts  ;  but  certainly  he  v^as  not  fo  with 
refpedt  to  the  king,  who  had  always  approved 
of  his  conduct  :  befides,  his  majefty  had  pro- 
telled,  in  full  parliament,  that  he  cou2d  not, 
nor  would,  do  any  thing  againft  his  confci- 
ence  ;  and  he  did  not  believe  in  his  confci- 
ence  that  the  earl  was  guilty.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  he  confented  to  the  bill  of  attainder, 
after  having  declared  that  it  was  againft  his 
confcience,  he  would  ftiew  that  he  was  re- 
duced to  this  extremity  by  the  neceffity  of  his 
affairs,  fo  v.'ould  not  be  thanked  for  it,  and, 
for  the  time  to  come,  would  be  able  to  refufe 
his  parliament  nothing  :  but,  if  he  rejeded 
the  bill,  he  plainly  perceived  the  confequences 
his  refufal  might  be  attended  with  ;  and,  that, 
at  leaft,  he  fhowld  be  accufed  of  denying  his 

people 
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people  JLiftice,  contraiy  to  the  advice  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament. 

It  feems  probable  that,  in  this  extremity, 
fomeone  advifed  the  king  to  diiToIve  the  parlia- 
ment ;  at  lead  the  commons  imagined  he  had 
rio  other  expedient  left  to  extricate  himfelf 
from  the  difficulty  he  was.  involved  in  ;  and 
therefore,  to  deprive  him  of  this  refuge,  the 
fame  day,  the  fourth  of  May,  they  ordered 
the  bringing  in  of  a  bill  for  the  continuance 
of  the  prefent  parliament,  that  it  might  not 
be  diffolved  without  the  confent  of  botii 
houfes. 

Then  the  king  called  his  privy-council  to- 
gether, and  fent  for  his  lawyers.  He  laid  be- 
fore them  his  fcruples,  and  the  reafons  vvhick 
ought  to  prevent  him  from  giving  his  confent 
to  the  bill :  but  Juxon,  bilhop  of  Lomion, 
was  the  only  perfon  that  ventured  to  advife  the 
king  to  rejed  a  bill  prefented  to  him  by  both 
houfes.  Ail  the  reft  did  their  utmoft  to  per- 
fuade  him  to  fatisfy  his  people,  alledging  that 
the  life  of  any  perfon  ought  not  to  be  put  in 
the  ballance  with  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom. 
With  regard  to  his  fcruples,  they  told  him* 
that  he  might  confult  his  bi&ops,  who  would 
give  him  the  beft  advice. 

The  king,  not  meeting  with  thefatisfaftion 
he  expe£led  from  his  council,  fent  for  fbme 
bifhops  to  advife  with.  It  is  afiirmed,  that 
iSleile,  archbilhop  of  York,  faid  to  him  upon 
this  occafion,  that  there  was  a  private  and  a 
public  confcience;  that  his  public  confcience, 

Vol.  V.  H  as 
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as  a  king,  might  not  only  difpenfe  with,  but 
oblige,  him  to  do  that  which  was  againft  his 
private  coiifcience  as  a  man  ;  and  (o,  in  plain 
terms,  advifed  him,  even  for  confcience  lake, 
to  pafs  the  acl. 

What  helped  the  moft,  however,  to  deter- 
mine Charles,  was  a  letter  from  Strafford  him- 
felf,  who,  hearing  the  ftraits  tlie  king  was  in, 
humbly  befought  him  to  pafs  the  bill,  to  re- 
move him  oat  of  the  way,  towards  a  bleffed 
agreement,  which  he  doubted  not  God  would 
for  ever  eilablifh  between  him  and  his  fub- 
je6ts  :  adding,  that  his  confent  would  more 
acquit  his  majefty  to  God  than  all  the  world 
could  do  befides.  To  a  willing  man  there  is 
no  injury.  At  leaft,  the  king,  no  longer  able 
to  withftand  the  prefling  inftances  af  the  par- 
liament, and  his  own  counfellors,  or,  rather, 
the  fear  of  the  calamities  he  forefaw  might 
befal  him  and  his  poflerity,  if  he  refufed  to 
confent  to  the  bill,  figned  a  commiiTion  to 
three  lords  to  pafs  it  in  his  name. 

But,  notwithilanding  the  earl  of  Strafford's 
letter,  when  the  king  fent  fecretary  Carleton 
to  him,  to  acquaint  him  with  what  was  done, 
and  the  motives  of  it,  the  earl  ferioufly  afked 
the  fecretary,  v/hether  his  majefly  had  paffed 
the  bill  or  net ;  as  not  believing,  without 
feme  aftonilhment,  that  the  king  would  have 
done  it :  and,  being  again  affured  that  it  was 
paffed,  he  rofc  from  his  chair,  lifted  up  his  eyes 
to  heaven,  laid  his  hand  on  his  heart,  and 
faid,  *'Put  not  your  truft  in  prin-ces,  nor  in  any 

of 
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of  the  Tons  of  men,  for  there  is  no  help  in 
them." 

On  Wednefday,  the  twelfth  of  May,  1641, 
being  come  to  the  place  of  execuaon,  he 
mounted  the  fcafFoId,  made  hia  obeifances, 
and  began  to  take  his  lad  farewel  of  his 
friends,  who  appeared  much  more  concerned 
than  himfelf.  Obferving  his  brother,  Sir 
George  Wentworth,  to  weep  exceflively,  "Bro- 
ther," faid  he,  with  a  chearful  briiknefs, 
**  \^'hatdo  you  fee  in  me  to  deferve  thefe  tears? 
Doth  any  indecent  fear  betray  in  me  a  guilt, 
or  my  innocent  boldnefs  any  atheifm  ?  Think 
now  that  you  are  accompanying  me  the  third 
time  to  my  marriage- bed  :  never  did  I  throw 
oiF  my  cloaths  with  greater  freedom  and  con» 
tent  tlian  in  this  preparation  to  my  grave. 
That  Hock,"  pointing  to  the  block,  *'  mult 
be  my  pillow  ;  here  fhall  I  reft  from  all  my 
labours ;  no  thoughts  of  envy,  no  dreams  of 
treafon,  jealoulies  or  cares  for  the  king, 
the  (late,  or  myfelf,  fhall  interrupt  this  eafy 
fieep:  therefore,  brother,  with  m.e,  pity  thoft 
who,  befides  their  intention,  have  made  m.e 
happy  ;  rejoice  in  my  happinefs,  rejoice  in  my 
innocence." 

Then  kneeling  down,  he  made  this  pro- 
teflation:  "  I  hope,  gentlemen,  you  do  think, 
t'lat  neither  the  fear  of  lofs,  nor  love  of  repu- 
tation, will  fuffer  me  to  belye  God  and  my  own 
confcience  at  this  time.  1  am  now  in  the  very 
door,  going  out,  and  my  next  ilep  muft  be 
from  time  to  eternity  either  of  peace  or  psin. 
II  2  To 
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To  clear  myfclf  before  ycu  all,  I  do  here  To- 
leninly  call  God  to  witnefs,  I  am  not  guilty, 
fo  far  as  I  can  underiland,  of  the  great  crime 
laid  to  my  charge  ;  nor  have  ever  had  the 
leaft  inclination  or  intention  to  damnify  or 
prejudice  the  king,  the  ftate,  the  laws^  or 
the  religion,  of  this  kingdom  ;  but,  with  my 
beit  endeavours,  to  ferve  all,  and  to  fupport  all; 
do  may  God  be  merciful  to  my  foul."  ' 

Then  rif.ng  up,  he  faid  he  defired  to  fpeak 
fomething  to  the  people,  but  was  afraid  he 
fhould  be  heard  but  by  few,  in  regard  of  the 
Tioife;  but  having  firft  fitted  himieif  to  the 
block,  and  rifmgag-ain,  he  thus  addrefled  him- 
ieif to  the  fpedlators. 

*'  My  lord-primate  of  Ireland,  and  my 
lords,  and  the  reft  of  thefe  noble  gentlemen:: 
it  is  a  great  comfort  to  me  to  have  your  lord- 
fnips  by  me  this  day,  becaufe  I  have  been 
known  to  you  a  long  time;  and  I  now  defire  to 
be  heard  a  few  v/ards.  I  come  here  by  the  good 
will  and  pleafure  of  almighty  God,  to  pay  that 
]aft  debt  I  owe  to  fm,  which  is  death  ;  and,  by 
the  bleffing  of  that  God,  to  rife  again,  thro' 
the  mxcrits  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  righteoufnefs  and 
life  eternal,"  Here  he  was  a  little  inter- 
rupted. 

"  My  lords,  I  am  come  hither  to  fubmit  to 
that  judgment  which  hath  pafTed  againftme,  I 
do  it  with  a  very  quiet  and  contented  mind  ; 
J  thank  God  I  do  freely  forgive  all  the  world; 
a  forgivenefs  that  is  not  fpoken  from  the  teeth 
outward,  as  they  fay,  but  from  the  very  heart : 

i  fpeak 
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I  rpeak  it  in  the  prefence  of  almighty  Goc  a> 
before  whom  I  ftand,  that  there  is  not'  a  dii- 
pleafing  thought  arifmg  in  me  towards  any 
man  living.  J  thank  God  I  can  fay  it,  and 
truly  too,  my  confcience  bearing  me  witnefs, 
that,  in  all  my  employments,  fmce  I  had  the 
honour  to  lerve  his  majefty,  1  never  had  any 
thing  in  the  purpofe  of  my  heart,  but  what 
tended  to  the  joint  and  individual  profperity  of 
king  and  people,  although  it  hath  been  my  ill 
fortune  to  be  mifconftrued. 

"  I  am  not  the  fiii>  that  hath  fuffered  in 
this  kind  ;  it  is  the  common  portion  of  us  all, 
while  v/e  are  in  this  life,  to  err  ;  righteous 
judgment  we  mufl  wait  for  in  another  place,. 
for  here  we  ai-e  ver/  liibject  to  be  misjudged 
one  of  another.  There  is  one  thing  that  I 
defire  to  free  myfeif  of,  and  1  a.m  very  conS^- 
dent,"  fpeakrng  it  now  with  much  chearful* 
nefs,  "  that-I  ibJI  obtain  your  chriilian  cha* 
lity  in  the  belief  of  it.  I  was  fo  far  from  be- 
ing againft  parliaments,  that  1  did  always  think: 
tiie  parliaments  oi'  England  were  the  molt, 
happy  conftitutions  that  ^^y  kingdom  or  na- 
tion lived  underhand  the  betl  means,  under 
God,  to  make  the  king  and  people  happv, 

"  For  my  death,  I  here  acquit  all'  the. 
v.-orld,  and  befeech  the  God  of  heaven  heartily 
to  forgive^  them  that  contrived  it,  though,  in 
the  intentions  and  purpofes  of  my  heart,°  1  a-n 
not  guilty  of  what'  I  die  for  :  and,  my  lord* 
p.rimale,  it  is  a  great  comfort  for  me,  that  his 
H  3^  majeily. 
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niajeHy  coccelves  me  not  meriting  fo  fevere 
and  heavy  a  puniihment  as  is  the  utmoll  exe- 
cudon  oF  this  fentence.  I  do  infinitely  re- 
joice in  this  mercy  of  his,  and  I  befeech  God 
to  return  it  into  his  own  bofom,  that  he  may 
fxnd  mercy  when  he   Hands   mofl  in  need  of 

*"  I  wilh  this  kingdom  all  the  profperity 
and  happinefs  in  the  world  ;  I  did  it  living, 
and  now  dying  it  is  my  wifn.  I  do  moil 
^lumbly  recommend  this  to  every  one  who 
hears  me,  and  defire  they  would  lay  their 
hands  upon  their  hearts,  and  confider  feri- 
oufly,  whether  the  beginning  of  the  happi- 
nefs and  reformation  of  a  kmgdom  ihould 
be  written  in  letters  of  blood.  Confider  this 
when  you  are  at  your  homes,  and  let  me  b© 
never  fo  unhappy,  as  that  the  leaft  drop  of  my 
blood  (hould  rife  up  in  judgment  againft  any 
one  of  you  ;  but  I  fear  you  are  in  a  wrong 
way.  ,  J 

"  My  lords,  I  have  but  one  word  more, 
and  with  that  I  fhall  end.  I  profefs  that  I 
die  a  true  and  obedient  fon  to  the  churchy  of 
England,  wherein  I  was  born,  and  m  which 
I  was   bred.     Peace    and   profperity  be   ever 

to  it.  .^  .  , 

''  It  hath  been  objeaed  (if  it  were  an  ob- 
jedion  worth  the  anfwering)  that  1  have  been 
inclined  to  popery  ;  but  I  fay  truly  from  my 
heart,  that,  from  the  time  that  I  was  one  and 
twenty  years  of  age,  to  this  prefent,  going 
^  ^  now 
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now  upon  forty-nine,  I  never  had  in  my  heart 
to  doubt  of  this  religion  of  the  church  of 
England  ;  nor  ever  had  any  man  the  boldnefs 
to  fuggeil  any  fucli  thing  to  me  to  the  beft  of 
my  remembrance  :  and  fo,  being  reconciled 
by  the  merits  of  Jefus  Chrifl:  my  Saviour,  into 
whofe  bofom  1  hope  I  ihall  ihortly  be  gathered, 
to  thofe  eternal  happinefles  which  Hiall  never 
have  end.  I  defire  heartily  the  forgivenefs  of 
every  man  for  any  rafh  or  unadvifed  words,  or 
any  thing  done  amifs  :  and  fo,  my  lords  and 
gentlemen,  farevvel  ;  farewel  all  things  of  this 
world. 

"  I  defire  that  you  would  be  filent,  and 
join  with  me  in  prayer  ;  and,  I  truft  in  God, 
we  fhall  all  meet  and  live  eternally  in  Heaven  ; 
there  to  rcreive  the  accomplifhment  of  all 
happinefs ;  where  every  tear  fiiall  be  wiped 
away  from  our  eyes,  and  every  fad  thought 
from  our  hearts  :  and  fo  God  blefs  this  king- 
dom, and  Jefus  have  mercy  on  my  foul." 

Then  turning  himfelf  about,  he  faluted  all 
the  noblemen,  and  took  a  folemn  leave  of  all 
confiderable  perfons  upon  the  fcaifold,  giving 
them  his  hand.  After  that,  he  faid,  gentle- 
ment,  I  would  fay  my  prayers,  and  entreat 
you  all  to  pray  with  me,  and  for  me  ; 
then  his  chaplain  laid  the  book  of  common- 
prayer  upon  the  chair  before  him  as  he  kneel- 
ed down,  on  which  he  prayed  almofl  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  and  then  as  long,  or  longer,  with- 
out the  book,  and  concluded  with  the  Lord's 
prayer. 

H  4  Standing 
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Standing  up,  he  effied  his  brother,  Sir- 
George  Wentworth,  and  called  to  him,  fay? 
ing,  "  brother,  wemuft  part;  rememberme  to 
my  filler,  and  to  my  wife,  and  cany  my  blef* 
f.ng  to  my  fon,  and  charge  him  that  he  fear 
God,  and  continue  an  obedient  fon  to  the 
church  of  England,  and  warn  him  that  he 
bear  no  private  grudge,  or  revenge,  toward 
any.  man  concerning  me  ;  and  bid  him  be- 
ware that  he  meddle  not  with  church -livings, 
for  that  will  prove  a  moth  and  a  canker  to, 
him  in  his  eilate  ;  and  wiili  him  to  content 
himfelf  to  be  a  fervant  to  his  countiy,  not 
aiming  at  higher  preferments.  Cany  my  blef- 
fing  ajfo  to  my  daughters,  Anne  and  Arabella, 
charge  them  to  ferve  and  fear  God,  and  he 
will  blefs  them;  not  forgetting  my  little  in* 
fant,  who  yet  knows  neither  good  nor  evil, 
and  cannot  fpeak  for  itfelf ;  God  fpeak  for  it 
and  blefs  it.  Now,"  faidhe,  •'  I  have  nigh  <ione;.- 
one  ftioke  will  make  my  wife  hufoandlefs,  my 
dear  children  fatherlefs,  and  my  poor  fervants 
nialleriefs,  and  will  feparate  me  from  my  dear 
brother,  and  all  rny  friends ;  but  let  God  be 
to  you  and  them  all  in  all." 

After  this  going  to  take  olr  his  doublet,  and 
to  maf^^e  himfclf  ready,  he  faid,  *'  I  thank 
God  I  am  not  afraid  of  death,  nor  daunted 
with  any  difcouragement  rifmg  from  any 
fears,  but  do  as  chearfuUy  put  off  my  doublet 
at  this  time,  as  ever  I  did  when  I  went  to  bed  ; 

the  51 


THOMAS  WENTWORTH.     153 

then    he  put  off  his  doublet,   wound   up  his  . 
hair  with  his  hands,  and  put  on  a. white  cap. 

Then  he  called.  Where  is  the  man  that  is  to 
do  this  lafl:  office?    (meaning  the  executioner)  ■ 
call  him  to  me  ;  when  he  came  and  afeed  him 
forgivenefs,  he  told  him,  he  forgave  him  and 
all  the  world.     Then   kneeling  down  by   the 
block,    ho  went  to  prayer  again  himfelf,    the 
primate  of  Ireland  kneeling  on   the  one  fide, 
and  the  miniiler  on  the  other:  to  the  which 
miniRer,   after  prayer,   he  turned  himfelf,  and  : 
fpake  fome  few  words  foftlv,  having  his  hands 
lifted  up,  and  clofed  with  the  miniiier's  hands. 
Then  bowing  himfelf  to    lay  his   head  upon 
the  block,  he  told  the  executioner,  That  he 
would  firft  lay  down   his   head    to  try  the  fit- 
nefs  of  the  block,  and  take  it  up  again,  before 
he  would  lay  it   down    for   good   and   all ; 
and  fo  he  did' :  and  before  he   laid  it   down 
again,  he  told  the  executioner,  That  he  would 
give  him  warning  when  to  ftrike,  by  flretching 
forth    his  hands ;  and   prefently  laying  down 
his  neck  upon  the  block,  and  llretching  fortli 
his  Hands;  the  executioner  ftruck  off  his  head  dt 
one  blow;  and  taking  it  up  in  his  hand,  (hewed 
it  to  all  the  people,  and  faid,  "  God  favethe 
King." 

His  body  was  afterwards  embalmed,    and  : 
appointed  to  be  carried  into  Yorklhire,   there 
to  be  buried  amongfl  his  anceftors. 

Lord    Clarendon,   fpeaking  of  the   earl  of 
Straflxjrd,  gives  him  the  following  chara^I^er. 

B  5  Hq 
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He  W3S,  fays  he,  a  man  of  too  high  and 
ievere  a  deportment,  and  too  great  a  con- 
temner of  ceremony  to  have  many  friends  at 
court,  and  therefore  could  not  but  have  ene- 
mies enough.  He  was  a  perron  of  great  parts, 
and  extraordinary  endowments  of  nature,  not 
unadorned  with  fome  addition  of  art  and 
learning,  though  that  again  was  more  impro- 
ved and  illuflrated  by  the  other;  for  he  had  a 
readinefs  of  conception,  and  fharpnefs  of  ex* 
preffion,  which  made  his  learning  thoughtmore 
than,  in  truih,  it  was.  His  firilinclinatlons  and 
addrefles  to  the  court  were  only  to  eiUblifh  his 
greatnefs  in  the  country,  where  he  apprehend- 
ed fome  ads  of  power  from  the  lord  Saville, 
who  had  been  his  rival  always  there,  and  of 
late  had  ilrengihened  himfelf  by  being  made 
a  privy-counfellor  and  officer  at  court  :  but  his 
iirft  attempts  were  fo  profperous,  that  he  con- 
tented not  himfelf  with  being  fecure  from  that 
lord's  power  in  the  country,  but  refted  not  till 
he  had  bereaved  his  adverfary  of  ail  power 
and  place  in  court,  and  fo  fent  him  down  a 
Qjofi  abjed,  difconfolate  old  man,  to  his  coua^ 
try,  where  he  was  to  have  the  fuperintendency 
over  him  too,  by  getting  himfelf,  at  this 
time,  made  lord-prefident  of  the  North : 
Thefe  fuccefTes,  applied  to  a  nature  too  elate 
and  haughty  of  itfelf,  and  a  quicker  progrefs 
into  the  greateft  employments  and  truft  than 
ufual,  made  him  more  tranfported  with  dif- 
^ain  of  other  men,   and  ciore  contemning  the 

forms 
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forms  of  bufinefs,  than  haply  he  would,  if  he 
had  met  with  feme  interruptions  in  the  be- 
ginning, and  had  paiFed  in  a  more  leifurely 
gradation  to  the  office  of  a  rtatefman.  He  was 
a  perfon  of  great  cbfervation,  and  a  piercing 
judgment,  both  in  things  and  perfons ;  but 
his  too  good  fkill  in  perfons,  made  him  judge 
th€  worfe  of  things,  for  it  was  his  miifortune 
to  be  in  a  tim.e  when  very  few  wife  men  were 
equally  employed  with  him  ;  and  fcarce  any 
but  the  lord  Caventry  (whofe  trufl:  was  more 
confined)  whofe  faculties  and  abilities  were 
equal  to  his  :  fo  that  upon  the  matter  he  re- 
lied wholly  upon  himfelf ;  and  difcerning  ma- 
ny defe(5ls  in  moft  men,  he  too  much  negleded 
what  they  faid  or  did.  Of  aU  his  paihons  his 
pride  was  the  moft  predominant,  which  a  mo- 
derate exercife  of  ill  fortune  might  have  cor- 
re£led  and  reformed;  and  which  was,  by  the 
hand  of  heaven,  ftrangely  punillied,  by  brines, 
ing  his  deftruftion  upon  him  by  two  things, 
which  he  moll  defpif^d,  the  People,  and  Sir 
Harry  Vane.  In  a  word,  the  epitaph  which 
Plutarch  records,  that  Sylla  wrote  for  himfelf, 
may  not  be  unfitly  applied  to  hinr^ :  *'  That 
no  man  ever  did  exceed  him,  either  in  doin? 
good  to  his  friends,  or  in  doing  mifchief  to 
his  enemies,"  for  his  a<5^s  of  both  kinds  wers- 
mofl  notorious. 
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APPENDIX. 

An   ACCOUNT  of 

The  Philofophical  Works  of 
LORD    BACON. 


L  -^-T^HS  Firft  Part  of  Effays,  or  Counfels,, 
X  Civil  and  Moral:  an  admirable  work;, 
in  which  our  author  inftrufts  men  in  the  mod 
ufeful  principles  of  wifdom  and  prudence, 
and  teaches  how  to  acquire  what  are  elleemed 
the  greatell  bleflings,  and  how  to  avoid  the 
<svils  which  are  moft  dreaded  in  the  condud  of 
human  life.  His  penetration,  exadnefs,  and 
perfecl  fkill  in  all  the  offices  of  civil  life,  ap- 
peared to  great  advantage  in  this  performance; 
which,   as  our  author  himfelf  was  fenfible, 

provid 
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proved  of  great  fervice  to  his  charader,  and: 
promoted  the  high  efteem  that  was  already, 
conceived  of  his  parts  and  learning. 

The  reafon  why  Mr.  Bacon  publifhed  thefe 
efiays  at  this  time,  is  afligned  in  his  dedication 
of  them  to  his  brother  Mr.  Anthony  Bacon ; 
which  was,  that  many  of  them  had  ftolen 
abroad  in  writing,  and  were  very  likely  to 
come  into  the  world,  in  print,  with  more  im» 
perfections  than  the  author  thought  it  juil  to 
take  upon  himfelf. 

About  fixteen '  years  afterwards,  he  had 
thoughts  of  publifning  a  new  edition  of  them, 
which  he  intended  to  dedicate  to  prince  Henry; 
and  in  his  dedication  he  inferted  a  very  clear 
and  candid  account  of  the  book. 

"  To  write  juil  treatifes,"  fays  he,  "  re- 
quires leifure  in  the  Vv'riter,  and  leifure  in  the 
reader  ;  and  therefore  are  not  fo  fit,  either  ia 
your  highnefs's  princely  affairs,  or  m  regard 
of  my  continual  fervice  ;  which  is  the  caufe 
that  hath  made  me  chufe  to  write  certain  brief 
notes,  fet  down  rather  fignificantly  than  curi- 
oufly,  which  I  have  called  ElTays.  The  word 
is  late,  but  the  thing  is  antient  -,  for  Seneca's 
epillles  to  Lucilius,  if  you  mark  them  well, 
are  but  elTays ;  that  is,  difperfed  meditations, 
though  conveyed  in  the  form  of  epiftles. 
Thefe  labours  of  mine,  I  know,  cannot  be 
worthy  of  your  highnefs  ;  for  v/hat  can  be 
worthy  of  you!  But  my  hope  is,  they  may  be 
as  grains  of  fait,  that  v/ill  rather  give  you  an 
appetite  than  offend  you  with  fatiety  :  and, 

although 
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although  they  handle  thofe  things,  wherein 
both  mens  lives  and  their  perfons  are  moll 
converfant,  yet  what  I  have  attained  I  know 
not;  but  1  have  endeavoured  to  make  them 
not  vulgar,  but  of  a  nature  whereof  a  man 
fhall  find  much  in  experience  and  little  in 
books ;  fo  as  they  are  neither  repetitions  nor 
fancies." 

Sir  Francis  Bacon  defigned  to  have  prefixed 
this  epilHe  to  his  efiayg,  printed  in  the  year 
1612  ;  but  was  prevented  by  the  prince's 
death.  Yet  it  was  fo  well  liked  by  Mr.  Mat- 
thew, that  he  inferted  it  in  his  declaration  ta 
the  duke  of  Tufcany,  before  his  tranfiation  of 
thofe  eflays  printed  in  16 13.  This  fecond  editi- 
on, when  publiPned,  the  author  addrefled  to  Sir 
John  Conltable,  his  brother-in  law.  Heafter- 
wards  fent  them  abroad,  revifed  and  enlarged 
in  Latin  and  Englifh,  dedicating  them  in  both 
languages  to  the  duke  of  Buckingham  ;  in 
which  dedication  he  tells  his  grace,  that  he 
thought  it  agreeable  to  his  aifedlion  and  obli- 
gations to  prefix  his  name  before  them,  be- 
caufe  he  conceived  th^y  might  laft  as  long  as 
books  lafl:. 

There  are  other  places  in  our  author's  writ- 
ings, in  which  thefe  efi^ays  are  meniioned, 
and  in  which  he  exprefTes  a  particular  fenfe  of 
their  ufefulnefs  to  mankind  ;  and  redounding 
as  much  or  m.ore  to  his  honour  than  thofe  large 
and  extenfive  v.-orks  which  had  cofl:  him  much 
greater  pains  and  labour  j  in  which  he  cer- 
tainly was  not  miiiaken* 

IT  The 
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IT.  The  two  books  of  Francis  Bacon,  Of 
the  Proficience  and  Advancement  of  Learn- 
ing; Divine  and  Human  ;  to  the  king.  We 
have  a  large  and  excellent  account  of  this  work 
given  us  by  the  learned  Dr.  Teniion,  who, 
Ipeaking  of  the  great  inftauration  of  the  fci- 
ences,  which  our  author  divided  into  fix  parts, 
proceeds  thus,  ''  Tiie  iiift  part  propofed  v\as, 
the  partition  of  the  fciences ;  and  this  the 
author  perfected  in  that  golden  treatife,  Of  the 
Advancement  of  Learning,  addreiTed  to  king 
James  ;  a  labour  which  he  termed  a  comfort 
to  his  other  labours.  This  he  firft  wrote  in 
two  books  in  the  Engliih  tongue;  in  which  his 
pen  excelled  :  and  of  this  nri\  edition,  that  is 
to  be  meant  which,  with  fome  truth,  and 
more  modefty,  he  wrote  to  the  earl  of  Salif- 
bury,  telling  him,  That,  in  his  book,  he  was 
contented  to  awake  better  fpirits,  being  him- 
felf  like  a  bell-ringer,  v/ho  is  firfl:  up  to  call 
others  to  church. 

♦*  Afterwards  he  enlarged  thofe  two  difl 
courfes,  which  contained  efpecially  the  afore- 
faid  partition,  and  divided  the  matter  of  it  into 
eight  books  i  and,  knowing  that  this  work 
was  defired  beyond  the  feas  ;  and  being  alfo 
aware,  that  books  written  in  a  modern  lan- 
guage, which  receiveth  much  change,  in  a 
few  years  were  out  of  ufe  ;  he  caufed  that 
part  of  it  which  he  had  written  in  Englifh,  to 
be  tranflated  into  the  Latin  tongue  by  Mr. 
Herbert,  and  fome  others,  who  were  edeemed 
niaflers  in  the  Roman  elog^ueuce,    Notwith;. 
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flanding  which,  he  Co  faited  the  ftile   to  his.-. 
conceptions,  by  a  Uriel  cafligation  of  the  whole 
work,  that  it  may  defervedly  feeni  his  own. 

The  tranflation   of  this  work,    that  is,  of: 
much   of  the  two  bGclcs  written   by  him  in 
Knglifli,  he  lirft  commended  to  Dr.  Playfer,  a 
profeflbr  of  divinity  in  the  univerfity  of  Cam- 
bridge; ufing,  among  others,  thefe  words  to- 
him  : 

*  The  privatenefs  of  the  language  confi- 
dered,  wherein  the  book  is  written,  excluding 
fo  many  readers ;  as,  on  the  other  fide,  the 
obfcurity  of  the  argument  in  many  parts  of  it, 
excludeth  many  others  3  I  rauH:  account  it  a. 
fccond  birth  of  that  work,  if  it  might  be 
tranflated  into  Latin,  without  manifeil  lofs  of 
the  fenfe  and  matter  :  for  this  purpofe,  I 
could  not  reprefent  to  myfelf  any  man,  into 
whofe  hands  I  do  more  earneftly  defire  the 
work  fhould  fall  than  yourfelf;  for  by  that  I 
have  heard  and  read,  I  know  no  man  a  greater 
maflier  in  commanding  words  to  ferve  mat- 
ter.' 

"  The  doflor  was  willing  to  ferve  fo  excel- 
lent a  perfon,  and  fo  worthy  a  deiign  j  and, 
within  a  while,  fenthim  a  fpecimen  of  a  Latin 
tranflation.  But  men  generally  come  fhort  of 
themfelves  when  they  ftrive  to  outdo  them- 
feives ;  they  put  a  force  upon  their  natural 
genius,  and,  by  a  ftraining  of  it,  crack  and 
difable  it  :  and  fo  it  feems  it  happened  to 
that  worthy  and  elegant  man  upon  this  great 
occalion  ^  he  would  be  over  accurate ;   and 

he 
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he  lent  a  fpecimen  of  fuch  fuperline  Laiinity, 
that  the  lord  Bacon  did  not  encourage  him  to 
labour  further  in  that  work  i  in  the  penning 
of  which,  he  defired  not  fo  much  neat  and 
polite,  as  clear,  mafculine,  and  apt  exptef- 
fion. 

**  The  whole  of  this  book  was  rendered  in- 
to Engliih  b/  Dr.  Gilbert  Wats  of  Oxford, 
and  the  tranflation  has  been  well  received  by 
many  ,  but  (bni«  there  were  who  wiilied,  that 
a  traniiaiion  had  been  fet  forth,  in  which  the 
genius  and  fpirit  of  the  lord  Bacon  had  mora 
appeared  ;  and  I  have  feen  a  letter,  writtea 
by  a  certain  gentleman  to  Dr.  R'awley, 
v.'herein  they  thus  importune  him  for  a  more 
accurate  vc-rfion  by  his  own  hand  : 

*  It  is  our  humble  fuit  to  you,  and  we  da 
earneiily  foljicit  you,  to  give  yourfelf  the  trou- 
ble to  correfl  the  too  much  defedive  tranfia- 
tion  of  De  Augmentis  Scientiarlum  ;  whiclv 
Dr.  Wats  hath  fet  forth.  It  is  a  thoufand  pi- 
ties fo  woriiiy  a  piece  lliould  lofe  its  grace 
and  credit  by  an  ill  expofitor ;  fince  thofe  per- 
fons  who  read  that  tranflation,  taking  it  for 
genuine,  and  upon  that  prefumption  not  re- 
garding the  Latin  edition  ^  are  thereby  robbed 
of  the  bene£t  ;  which,  if  you  would  pleafe  to 
undertake  the  bufinefs,  they  would  receive.' 
This  tendeth  to  the  difnonour  of  that  noble 
lord,  and  the  hindrance  of  the  advancement  of 
learning. 

*'  This  work  hath  been  alfo  tranflated  into 
French,  upon  the  motiouof  the  marquis  Fiat^ 

but 
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but  in  it  there  are  many  things  wholly  omit- 
ted, many  things  perfeftly  miftaken,  and  fbme 
things,  efpecially  fuch  as  relate  to  religion, 
wilfully  perveited  ;  infomuch  that,  in  one 
place,  he  makes  his  lordfhip  to  magnify  the  Le- 
gend ;  a  book  fure  of  little  credit  with  him, 
when  he  thus  begins  one  of  his  efTays :  '  I  had 
rather  believe  all  the  fables  in  the  Legend  and 
the  Talmud,  and  the  Alcoran,  than,  that  this 
univerfal  frame  is  without  a  mind.' 

"  The  fairell  and  moft  correal  edition  of 
this  book  in  Latin,  is  that  in  folio,  printed  at 
London,  anno  1623  ;  and  whofoever  would 
underfland  the  lord  Bacon's  cypher,  let  him 
confult  that  accurate  edition  ;  for,  in  fome 
other  editions  which  I  have  perufed,  the  form 
of  the  letters  of  the  alphabet,  in  v/hich  much 
of  the  myllery  confilteth.  is  not  obferved  ;  but 
the  Roman  and  Italic  fhapes  of  them  are 
confounded. 

**  To  this  book  we  may  reduce  the  firff;  four 
chapters  of  that  imperfed  treatife,  publifhed 
in  Latin  by  Ifaac  Gruter,  and  called.  The 
Defcription  of  the  Intelledual  Globe:  they 
being  but  a  rude  draught  of  the  partition  of 
the  fciences,  (o  accurately  and  methodically 
difpofed  in  the  book  Of  the  Advancement  of 
Learning.  To  this  alfo  we  may  reduce  the 
treatife  called  Thema  Coeli,  publifhed  likewife 
in  Latin  by  Gruter  ;  and  it  particularly  be- 
longeth  to  the  fourth  chapter  and  the  third 
book  of  it,  us  being  a  difcourfe  tending  to  an 
improvement  of  the  fyftem  of  the  heavens ; 

which 
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which  is  treated  of  in  that  place  j  the  hoafes 
of  which,  had  God  granted  him  life,  he  would 
have  underfiood  as  well  alnioft  as  he  did  his 
own. 

"  For  the  fame  reafon,  we  may  reduce  to  the 
fame  place  Of  the  Advancement,  the  fifth, 
fixth,  and  feventh  chapter  of  the  Defcriptio 
Globi  Intelle(fi:uali3,  above  mentioned." 

111.  Cogitata  &  Vifa  ;  containing  the 
ground-work,  or  plan,  of  his  famous  Novum 
Organum  ;  fo  effential  a  part  of  his  Inftaura- 
tion  that  it  fometimes  bears  that  title.  He  was 
fenfible  of  the  difficulti;  s  that  would  attend 
his  great  defign  of  building  up  the  v/hoie 
palace  of  wifdom  anew  ;  and,  that  he  might 
be  the  better  able  to  overcome  thofe  difficul- 
ties, he  was  defirous  of  feeing  v/hat  they  were, 
before  he  undertook  his  large  work  ;  of  which 
this  piece  was  no  more  than  the  out-lines. 

We  may  form  a  true  notion  of  what  he 
fought,  by  confidering  the  letter  which  he 
wrote  to  the  learned  bilhop  Andrews,  when  he 
fent  him  the  difcourfe  of  which  we  are  fpeak- 
ing. 

"  Now  your  lordihip  hath  been  fo  long  in 
the  church  and  the  palace,  difputing  between 
kings  and  pcpes^  methinks  you  ihould  take 
pleafure  to  look  into  the  field,  and  refrefh 
your  mind  with  fome  matter  of  philofophy, 
though  the  fcience  be  now,  through  age, 
waxed  a  child  again,  and  left  to  boys  and 
young  men;  and  becaufe  you  were  wont  to 
make  ms  believe  you  took  a  liking  to  ray 

writings, 
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writings,  I  fend  you  fome  of  this  vacation's- 
fruits,  and  thus  much  more  of  my  mind  and 
purpofe.     I  hallen  not  to  publiili  ;  perilhing 
I  would  prevent  j  and  I  am  forced  to  refpedc 
as  well  my  times  as  the  matter;  for  with  me  ~ 
it  is  thus,  and  I  think   with  all   men  in  my 
cafe.     If  I   bind  myfelf  to  an  argument,  it 
loadeth  my  mind  ;  but,  if  I  rid  my  mind  of 
the  prefent  cogitation,  it  is   rather  a  recrea- 
tion.    This  hath  put  me  into  theie  JVlifcella- 
nies,    which  I  purpofe  to  fupprefs,    if  God* 
give  me  leave  to  write  a  jull  and  perfecl  vo- 
lume of  Philofophy,    which   I    go    on  with, 
though  ilowly.     I  fend  not  your  lordlliip  too 
much,  left  it  may  glut  you. 

'*  New  let  me  tsU  you  what  my  deiire  is. 
If  ycLir  lordiliip  be  fo  good  now,  as  V'/hca  you 
were  thQ  good  dean  of  Weilminfcer,  my  re- 
quell  to  you  is,  that,  not  by  pricks,  but  by 
iiGtes,you  \viri  make  i^nown  unto  me  whhtfoever 
fhali  fecm  unto  you  either  not  current  in  the 
ftile,  or  harih  to  credit  and  opinion,  ar  inco'i- 
v^eniect  for  the  perfon  of  ihe  writer;  for  no- 
man  caa  be  judge  and  party  :  and,  when. our. 
rriiuds  judge  by  reflection  of  oui^fcives,  they 
are  more  fubjeil  to  error  :  and,  though,  for 
the  m.atter  itfelf,  my  judgment  be  in  fome 
things  fixed,  and  not  acceffible  by  any  man's 
judgment  that  goeth  not  my  way  ;  yet,  even 
in  thofe  things,  the  admonition  of  a  friend, 
may  make  me  exprefs  myfelf  diverfly." 

He  likewife  recommended,  with  the  fame 
view,  the  perufal  of  the  Cogitata  Sc   Vifa  to  = 

Sk? 
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Sir  Thomas  Bodley,  w!io  wrote  him  a  very 
fuJJanfwer;  which,  together  with  the  piece 
itfelt,  IS  primed  among^ft  the  Latin  works  of 
•our  author. 

There  is  alfo,  in  the  lafl  colleaion  of  Mr 
Stephens,  a  fmall  difcourfe  in  En^ljfh,  under 
the  Latin  title  of  Filum  Labyrinth'i ;  five  For- 
mula Inquilitionis,  ad  Filios.  Pars  Prima. 
This  we  plainly  fee  was  the  original  of  the 
Cogitata  &  Yifa,  and  the  firft  draught  of  our 
author's  firft  plan.  Cf  this  very  fhort  treatife 
tne  three  firit  paragraphs,  which  may  ferve  as 
a  Ipecimen  of  the  whole,  run  thus. 

'*  Francis  Bacon  thought  in  this  manner, 
the  knovvledge  whereof  the  world  is  now  pof- 
fe/fed,  efpeaally  that  of  nature,  extendeth  not 
to  magnitude  and  certainty  of  works,  the 
phyfician  pronounces  many  difeafes  incurable 
■and  faikth  oft  in  the  reft  :  the  alchymilb  wax 
old  and  cie  in  hopes :  the  magicians  perform 
nothing  that  is  permanent  and  profitable  • 
the  mechanics  take  fmall  lights  from  natural 
phnofophy,  and  do  but  fpin  out  their  own 
iittie  threads :  Chance  fometimes  difcovereth 
inventions,  but  that  worketh  not  in  years  but 
ages ;  fo  he  faw  well  that  the  inventions  known 
are  very  imperfea: ;  and  that  new  are  not  like 
to  be  brought  to  light  but  in  great  length 
ot  time;  and  that  thofe  are  come  not  to  iilht 
by  philofophy.  ^ 

"  He  thought  alfo  this  ftate  of  knowledge 
^as  the  worfe,    becaufe  men  ftrive,   againft 

them- 
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themfelves,  to  fave  the  credit  of  ignorance,  and 
fo  fatisfy  themfelves  in  this  poverty  :  for  the 
phyfician,  befides  the  cauteles  of  pradice,  hath 
this  general  cautele  of  art ;  that  he  difcharges 
the  weaknefs  of  his  art  upon  fuppofed  im- 
pofTibilities ;  neither  can  his  art  be  condem- 
ned when  itfelf  judge th.  That  philofophy  alfo, 
out  of  which  the  knowledge  of  phyfic  which 
now  is  in  ufe  is  hewed,  receiveth  certain 
pofitions  and  opinions,  which,  if  they  be  well 
weighed,  induce  this  perfuafion,  that  no  great 
works  are  to  be  expedled  from  art  and  the 
hand  of  man  ;  as,  in  particular,  that  opinion 
that  the  heat  of  the  fun  and  fire  differ  in 
kind  ;  and  that  other,  in  compofition  is  the 
work  of  man,  and  mixture  is  the  work  of  na- 
ture ;  and  the  like  ;  all  tending  to  the  circum- 
fcription  of  man's  power,  and  to  artificial  de- 
fpair  ;  killing  in  men  not  only  the  comfort  of 
imagination,  but  the  induftry  of  trial ;  only 
upon  vain  glory,  to  have  their  art  thought 
perfedl,  and  that  all  is  impoffible  that  is  not 
already  found.  The  alchymift  difcharg^  his 
art  upon  his  own  errors  ;  either  fuppofing  a 
mifunderdanding  of  the  words  of  his  authors, 
which  maketh  him  liilen  after  auricular  tradi- 
tions, or  elfe  a  failing  in  the  true  proportions 
and  fcruples  of  pradlice,  which  maketh  him 
renew  infinitely  his  trials;  and  finding  alfo 
that  he  lighteth  upon  fome  mean  experi- 
ments and  conclufions  by  the  way,  feedeth 
upon  them,  and  magnifieth  them  to  the  moft, 

and 
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and  fupplieth  the  rert  in  hopes.  The  ma- 
gician, when  he  findeth  fomething,  as  he 
conceiveth,  above  nature  efFeded,  thinketh, 
when  a  breach  is  once  made  in  nature,  that 
it  is  all  one  to  perform  great  things  and 
fmall ;  not  feeing  that  they  are  but  fubjeds'of  a 
certain  kind,  wherein  magic  and  fuperftition 
ha:h  played  in  all  times.  The  mechanical 
perfon,  if  he  can  refine  an  invention,  or  put 
two  or  three  obfervations,  or  praftices,  toge- 
ther in  one,  or  couple  things  better  with  their 
ufe,  or  make  the  work  in  lefs  or  greater  vo- 
lume, taketh  himfelf  for  an  inventor.  So  he 
faw  well,  that  men  either  perfuade  themfelves 
of  new  inventions  as  of  impoffibilities;  or  elfe 
think  they  are  already  extant  but  in  fecret  and 
in  few  hands;  or,  that  they  account  of  thofe 
littk  indufiries  and  additions,  asof  inventions ; 
'  all  which  turneth  to  the  averting  of  their 
minds  from  any  juil  and  conflant  labour,  to  in- 
vent further  in  any  quantity. 

"  He  thought,  alfo,  that,  when  men  did 
fet  before  themfelves  the  variety  and  perfec- 
tion of  works  produced  by  mechanical  arts, 
they  are  apt  rather  to  admire  the  provifions  of 
man,  than  to  apprehend  his  wants ;  not  con- 
fidering  that  the  original  inventions  and  con- 
clufions  of  nature,  which  are  the  life  of  all 
that  variety,  are  not  many,  nor  deeply 
fetched  ;  and  that  the  reft  is  but  the  fubtle 
and  ruled  motion  of  the  inftrument  and  hand  ; 
and  that  the  ftiop  therein  is  not  unlike  the  li- 
brary. 
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brary,  which,  in  fuch  number  of  books,  con- 
taineth,  for  the  greater  part,  nothing  but  ite- 
rations, varied  iometimes  in  form,  but  not 
liew  in  fubllance  :  fo  he  faw  plainly  that 
opinion  of  ftore  was  a  caufe  of  want  ;  and 
that  both  works  and  doftrines  appear  many 
and  are  few." 

We  may  from  hence  conceive  the  manner  in 
which  this  piece  was  written,  and  how  well  it 
was  fuited  to  ferve  the  author's  purpofe  of  fo 
far  manifefting  his  own  defign,  as  to  obtain  a 
tolerable  account  of  the  llrongeil  and  beil 
founded  objeftions  which  could  be  brought 
againil:  it,  fo  as  that,  in  his  larger  work,  he 
might  either  correft  his  own  faults,  or  Ihew 
■fuch  as  were  inclined  to  criticize  his  perform- 
ance, theirs. 

IV.  Of  theWifdomofthe  Antients.  There 
have  been  very  few  books  publiihed,  either  in 
this  or  in  any  other  nation,  which  either  deferved 
or  met  with  more  general  applaufe  than  this, 
and  fcarce  any  that  are  like  to  retain  it  longer ; 
for,  in  all  this  performance.  Sir  Francis  Ba- 
con gave  a  fingular  proof  of  his  capacity  to 
pleafe  all  parties  in  literature  j  as,  in  his  po- 
litical conduift,  he  flood  fair  with  all  the  par- 
ties in  the  nation.  The  admirers  of  antiquity 
■were  charmed  with  this  difcourfe,  which  feems 
exprefiy  calculated  to  jullify  their  admiration  : 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  their  oppofites  were 
no  lefs  pleafed  with  a  piece,  from  which  they 
thought  they  could  demonilrate,  that  the  {3- 

gacity 
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gaclty  of  a  modern  genius  had  found  out  much 
better  meanings  for  the  antients  than  ever 
were  meant  by  them. 

In  his  introduction  to  this  book,  he  gives  a 
large  and  very  clear  account  of  the  reafons 
which  induced  him  to  believe,  that,  notwiLh- 
Handing  the  feeming  abfurdities  in  the  fabu- 
lous hiltories  of  the  antients,  there  was,  how- 
ever, fomething  at  the  bottom  which  deferved 
to  be  examined  into  and  enquired  after. 
Thefe  obfervations,  which  are  fall  of  very 
curious  learning,  he  concludes  thus  : 

"  But  the  argument  of  moft  weight  with 
me  is  this  ;  that  many  of  thefe  fables  by  no 
means  appear  to  have  been  invented  by  the 
perfons  who  relate  and  divulge  them  ;  whether 
Homer,  Hefiod,  or  others  ;  for,  if  I  were 
aflured  they  f.rft  flowed  from  thofe  latter  times, 
and  authors  that  tranfmit  them  to  us,  I  fhould 
never  expedl  any  thing  fmgularly  great  or  no- 
ble from  fuch  an  origin.  But  whoever  atten- 
tively confiders  the  thing,  will  find  that  thefe 
fables  are  delivered  dov/n  and  related  by  thofe 
writers,  not  as  matters  then  firft  invented  and 
propofed,  but  as  things  received  and  embraced 
in  earlier  ages  :  befides,  as  they  are  differently 
related  by  writers  nearly  of  the  fame  ages,  'tis 
eafily  perceived,  that  the  relators  drew  from 
the  common  ftock  of  antient  tradition,  and 
varied  but  in  point  of  embellifhment  j  which 
is  their  own ;  and  this  principally  raifes  my 
eiteem  of  thefe  fables ;  which  I  receive  not  as 
the  product  of  the  age,  or  invention  of  the 
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.poets  J  but  as  facred  relicks,  gentle  whifpers, 
and  the  breath  of  better  times,  that,  trom  the 
tx-aiition.;  cf  more  antifnt  nations,  came  at 
length  into  the  flutes  and  trumpets  of  the 
Greeks.  But  if  any  one  fliall,  notwithiland- 
ing  this,  contend  that  allegories  are  always 
adventitious,  or  impofed  upon  the  antient  fa- 
bles, and  no  way  native,  or  genuinely  con- 
•tained  in  them,  we  might  here  leave  him  un- 
diliurbed  in  that  gravity  of  judgment  he  af- 
ieds,  though  we  cannot  help  accounting  it 
jfomewhat  dull  and  phlegmetic ;  and,  if  it 
were  worth  the  trouble,  to  proceed  to  another 
kind  of  argum.en-t. 

**  Men  have  propofed  to  anfwer  two  differ- 
ent and  contrary  ends  by  the  ufe  of  parable ; 
for  parables  ferve  as  well  to  inflrudt  and  illu- 
Urate,  as  to  wrap  up  and  envelope  ;  fo  that, 
■though-,  for  the  prefent,  we  drop  the  con- 
cealed ufe,  and  fuppofe  the  antient  fables  to 
be  vague,  undctcrminate  things,  formed  for 
amufement,  flill  the  other  ufe  muft remain  and 
can  never  be  given  up  :  and  every  man  of 
any  learninor  muft  readily  allow,  that  this 
method  of  mflrufting  is  grave,  fober,  and 
exceedingly  ufeful,  and  fometimes  neceffary 
in  the  fciences,  as  it  opens  an  eafy  and  fa- 
miliar pafTage  to  the  human  understanding  in 
all  new  c'iicoveries,  that  are  abHrufe,  and  are 
out  of  the  road  of  vulgar  opinions. 

''  Kence,  in  the  firft  ages,  when  fuch  in- 
ventions and  conclufions  oi  the  human  reafbn, 
iis  are  not  trite  and  common,  were  new  and  lit- 
tle 
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tie  known,  all  things  abounded  with  fables, 
parables,  fimilies,  comparirons,  and  allufions, 
which  were  not  intended  to  conceal,  but  to 
inform  and  teach,  whilll:  the  minds  of  men 
continued  rude  and  unpra£lifed  in  matters  of 
fubtiky  or  fpecuiation,  or  even  impatient,  or 
in  a  manner  uncapable  of  receiving  fuch  things 
as  did  not  diredlly  fall  under  and  ftrike  the 
fenfes :  for,  as  hieroglyphics  were  in  ufe  be- 
fore writing,  fo  were  parables  in  ufe  before 
arguments;  and,  even  to  this  day,  if  any  man 
would  let  new  light  in  upon  the  human  under- 
flanding,  and  conquer  prejudice,  without 
raifmg  contefls,  animoflties,  oppofition,  or 
dillurbance,  he  mud  ftill  go  in  the  fame 
path,  and  have  recourfe  to  the  like  method  of 
allegory,  metaphor,  and  allufion. 

*'  To  conclude,  the  knowledge  of  the  early 
ages  was  either  great  or  happy  ;  great,  if  they 
by  defign  made  this  ufe  of  trope  and  figure ; 
happy,  if,  whilll  they  had  other  views, 
they  afforded  matter  and  occafion  to  fuch  no- 
ble contemplations.  Let  either  be  the  cafe, 
our  pains,  perhaps,  will  not  be  mifemployed, 
whether  we  illullrate  antiquity,  or  the  things 
themfelves.  The  like,  indeed,  has  been  at- 
tempted by  others;  but,  to  fpea^i  ingenuoufly, 
their  great  and  voluminous  labours  havealmofl 
deflroyed  the  energy,  the  efficacy,  and  grace 
of  the  thing;  vvhilft,  being  unfkilled  in  na- 
ture, and  their  learning  no  more  than  that  of 
common-place,  they  have  applied  the  fenfe  of 
I  z  thQ 
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the  parables  to  certain  general  and  vulgar  mat- 
ters, without  reaching  to  their  real  purport, 
;genmKe  interpretation,  and  full  depth. 

*'  For  myfelf,  therefore,  lexped  to  appear 
new  in  thefe  common  things,  becaufe,  leav- 
ing untouched  fach  as  are  fufficiently  plain  and 
open,  I  fhall  drive  only  at  thofe  that  are  either 
deep  or  rich." 

In  this  admirable  work,  our  author  has  laid 
open,  with  great  iagacity  and  penetration, 
the  fecret  meaning  of  the  phyfical,  moral,  and 
political  fables  of  antiquity;  in  doing  which, 
he  very  wifely  and  prudently  took  occafion  to 
throw  out  many  obfervations  of  his  own  ;  for 
which  he  coald  not  have  found  otherways  fo 
£t  and  favourable  an  opportunity. 

He  publilhed  this  treatife  in  Latin  ;  in 
"which  language  he  feems  to  have  wrote  it ; 
and  dedicated  it  to  his  coufin,  the  lord-trea- 
surer Salifbury,  and  the  univerfity  of  Cam- 
bridge. This  work  has  been  very  often  re- 
printed fmce,  and,  except  his  efiays,  is,  of  all 
iiis  writings,  the  moll  generally  known  and 
•efteemed.  Sir  Arthur  Gorges  rendered  the 
whole  into  Englifh,  which  is  ufually  added 
to  the  author's  eflays  ;  and  it  is  to  this  book 
the  great  poet,  as  well  as  traveller,  Mr. 
Ceorge  Sandys,  doth,  in  his  learned  notes  on 
his  verfion  of  Ovid's  Metamorphofes,  acknow- 
ledge himfelf  to  be  much  indebted,  lliling 
my  lord  St.  Albans  the  crown  of  all  modern 

V.  In 
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V.  In  1620,  he  prefented  to  king  James  I. 
his  Novum  Organum  ;  which,  of  all  his  phi^ 
lofophical  works,  he  the  moft  highly  valued. 

In  order  to  give  the  reader  a  jull  idea  of  the 
value  and  importance  of  this  work,  we  will 
£rft  defcribe  the  nature  of  it,  and  then  men- 
tion the  judgment  pailbd  thereon  by  fome  of 
the  greattil  ornaments  of  the  republic  of  let- 
ters. The  defign  of  the  Novum  Organum. 
was,  to  execute  the  fecond  part  of  the  Inftaa-. 
ration,  by  advancing  a  more  perfect  method 
of  ufmg  the  rational  faculty  than  mervvvere 
before  acquainted  with  ;  in  order  to  raife  and. 
improve  the  hum.an  underfia  dii  g,  as  far  as 
its  prefent  imperfed  rtate  admit?;  and  enable 
It  to  conquer  and  interpret  the  diiflcuities  arvi 
obfcui"  cies  of  nature.  With  this  view  it  un- 
dertakes the  care  and  ccndatl  of  the  under- 
fianding,  aad- draws  out  and  dcfcri-bes  the  ap-- 
paratus  and  inlkumentsof  rcaroninc; ;  v/hence 
it  appears  to  endeavour  at  a  new  kind  of  logic,, 
though  greatly  fuperior  to  the  common  ; 
which,  through  the  abufes  crept  into  it,  ap- 
pears fitter  to  corrupt  than  ilrengthen  and  im- 
prove the  mind  j  for  the  (cope  and  ufe  of  this 
n.^rvv  logic  is  not  to  dhccver  arguments  and 
probable  reafons,  but  arts  and  works. 

It  is  divided  into  two  principal  parts  :  viz, 
into  a  preparatory  part,  and  one  that  is  fcien- 
tifical  rnd  inftrudive.  The  f.rll  part  tends  to 
prepare  and  purge  the  mind,  and  fit  it  to  re- 
ceive ana  ufe  the  inftrudions  and  infLrument.s 
laid,  down  ia.the  fecond;  the  mind,  like  a 
1 , 3_  jiiirror  J 
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mirror,  requiring  to  be  levelled  and  polillied, 
or  difchargedof  its  falfe  imaginations  and  per- 
verted notions,  before  it  can  be  let  to  receive 
aiid  refled  the  light  of  truth  and  jaft  informa- 
tion :  and  the  levelling  part  is  of  four  kinds, 
with  refped  to  the  four  different  forts  of  idols, 
or  falfe  notions,  that  poiTefs  the  mind.  Thefe 
idols  are  either  acquired  or  natural  j  and  pro- 
ceed either  from  the  dodrines  and  k^s  of 
philofophers,  the  perverted  and  corrupt  laws 
and  methods  of  demonllration  j  or  elfe  are  ie- 
nate  and  inherent  in  the  very  conftitution  of 
the  mind  hOAL 

The  firit  labour,  therefore,  is  to  difcharge 
and  free  the  mind  from  its  fvvarms  of  falfe 
theories,  which  occafion  fuch  violent  conflicts 
and  oppofitions.  The  next  poict  is  to  rtfleafe  it 
from  the  Havery  of  perverted  deir.onftraticns : 
and  the  laft  is  to  put  a  check  upon  thisfeduce- 
ing  power  of  the  mind,  and  either  to  pluck 
up  thofe  innate  idols  by  the  root,  or,  if  that 
cannot  be  done,  to  point  them  out,  that  they 
may  be  thoroughly  known  and  watched,  ^nd 
fo  have  the  depravities  which  they  occafion 
correiled.  This  levelling  part,  therefore,  is 
performed  by  three  kinds  of  confutations  : 
viz.  the  confutation  of  philofophies,  the  ccn- 
fotation  of  demo;-itraticns,  and  the  confula* 
lion  of  the  natural  unafliftcd  reafon. 

When  thus  the  mind  is  rendered  equable 
and  unbiafied,  the  work  proceeds  to  fet  it  in  a 
proper  iituation  ;  and,  as  it  were,  with  a  be- 
nevolent afpetft  to  the  remaining  inHrudions  ; 

whereby 
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wheieby  the  bufinefs  of  preparing  the  mind  is 
itill  further  carried  on;  and  the  whole  drift  of 
this  enfuing  part  is  only  to  poiTefs  mankind' 
with  a  juil  opinion  of  the  whole  Inftauration 
for  a  time,  that  they  may  wait  with  patiencf: 
the  iffue  and  event  thereof,  upon  folid  auure- 
ances  of  fome  confiderable  benefit  and  advan- 
tage from  it  when  its  fcopc  fhall  come  to  be 
well  underftood  ;  and  thence  it  proceeds  di- 
ftinftly  to  obviate  all  the  objedions  and  falfe 
fufpicions  which  may  be  raifed  about  ir, 
through  the  prevailing  notions  and  prejudices 
drawn  from  religious  confiderations,  thofe  of 
abltrad  fpecalation,  natural  prudence,  diftruft, 
levity,  &c.  thus  endeavouring  to  pacify  and 
allay  every  wind  of  oppofition. 

To  render  this  preparation  ftill  more  com- 
pleat  and  perfetl,  the  next  thini^  is,  to  raiib 
the  mind  fiom  the  langnor  and  torpidity  ic 
may  contract  from  the  apparent  miracuIou:i 
nature  of  the  thing  ;  and,  as  this  wrong  dif- 
pofition  of  the  mind  cannot  be  reflitied  with- 
out the  difcovery  of  caufes,  the  work  procecd=i 
to  mark  out  all  the  impediments  which  havf^ 
hitherto  per  verily  retarded  and  blocked  tha 
way  of  true  philofophy  ;  and  thus  makes  iz 
appear  no  wonder  at  all  that  mankind  fhould 
have  been  fo  long  entangled  and  perplexed  v/itii 
errors. 

When  the  ways  of  removing  thcfe  impedi- 
ments arc  fhewn,  there  follows  a  chain  of  ar- 
guments for  edabiifhing  a  folid  foundation  or' 

1    4  hopCj.. 
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hope,  for  the  better  fuceefs  of  genuine  and 
and  ierviceable  philofophy  in  future  ;  for  it  is 
hereby  demonflrated,  that,  though  the  inter- 
pretation of  nature  intended  by  the  Inilaura- 
tion  m?,y  indeed  be  ditlicult,  yet  much  the 
-greater  parts  of  the  difficulties  attending  it  are 
in  the  power  of  man  to  remove  ;  as  arifing-, 
not  from  the  nature  of  the  fenfes  and  thine s 
themfelve?,  but  only  require  that  the  mind  be 
refilled,  in  order  to  their  removal :  and  this 
tr^L  general  part  concludes  with  an  account  of 
the  excellence  of  the  end  in  view. 

The  preparatory  part  beir:g  thus  difpatched, 
the  work  proceeds  to  the  bufinefs  'of  informa- 
tion, the  peife(fting  of  the  underilanding,  and 
the  delivery  of  the  art  of  working  with  this 
new  machine  in  the  interpretation  of  nattire. 
"This  is  laid  down  in  three  feveral  branches, 
with  regard  to  the  fcmCy  the  memory,  and 
the  reafon  ;  each  whereof  is  affiiied  in  its 
tarn . 

This  work  he  addrefTed  to  his  majefty,  who, 
in  his  letter  dated  Oiiober  16,  i6zo,  tells 
him,  that  he  couid  not  have  'made  him  a  more 
acceptable  prefent ;  and,  that,  for  his  part, 
he  could  not  exprefs  his  thanks  better,  than 
by  informing  him  of  the  refoiution  he  had 
taken  to  read  it  through  v/ith  care  and  atten- 
tion, though  he  fhoald  il:eal  fome  hours  from 
his  ileep,  having  ctherwife  as  litrle  fpare  time 
to  read  as  his  iordfhip  had  to  write  it  ;  with 
many  other  gracious  expreilions  which  fully  de- 
mo ii  Urate 
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moriibate  how  much  the  chancellor  was  in  the 
king's  good  graces,  and  ihow  high  an  eileem, 
he  had  for  his  parts  and  learning. 

The  famous  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  to  whom: 
his  lordihip  fent  three   copies   of  this  book, 
\vrot€  him  a  large  letter  of  praife  in  return  5; 
which;,  as  we  have  no  room  for  compliirients, 
we  fhall  omit.     He  received  the  like  tribute  of 
commendation   from   fuch    as  were  the  moil 
learned,  or  fo  affeclcd  to  be  thought,  in    this 
and  in  the  neighbouring   nations  j   yet,  after 
zU,  this   performance  was  rather  praifed  than 
read,  and  more  generally  applauded  than  un-- 
derflcod.      This  produced  a    kind   of  latent\ 
cenfure,  a  fort  of  owl  like  criticifm,  that  durfl 
not  abide  day-light.      Honeft  Ben.   Johnfon 
produced   this  to  the  world  a  little  after  our 
author's  death  ;  when   he  very  generoufly,  as^ 
well  as  judicioufly,  gave  this  charadler  of  the 
Novum  Organum  :    That,  though,    by  moii. 
fijperficial  men,  who  cannot  get  beyond  the  ti-- 
tle  of  Nominals,  it  is  not  penetrated  or  under- 
ftood,  really  openeth  all  defeds  of  learning 
whatfoever,  and  is  a  book , 

Qui  longum  note  fcriptori  prorogat  sevum* 

To  lateft  times  fhall  hand  the  author's  name 

We  need  not  wonder  at  this,  when  we  con-- 

fider  the  pains  it  coft  the  noble  Verulam  :  for 

Dr.  Rawley  afTures  us,  that  he  had  feen  twelve 

copies  revifed,  altered,  and  corre^ed,  year  by 

I  5  year,. 
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year,  before  it  was  reduced  into  the  form  in 
which  it  was  publifhed.  We  mull  however 
allow  that  it  is  not  abfolutely  perfedl,  as  ap- 
pears from  what  a  moil  ingenious  and  judici- 
ous writer  has  delivered  upon  it,  with  that  mo- 
de%,  circumfpeaion,  and  good  fenfe,  which 
is  difcernible  in  all  his  writings.  The  perfon 
I  nfiean,  is  the  late  learned  and  excellent  Mr. 
Baker,  of  St.  John's  college  in  Cambridge  ; 
who  allows  that  my  lord  Bacon  faw  clearer  into 
the  defeds  of  the  art  of  reafoning  than  molt 
men  did  ;  and,  being  neither  fatisfied  with  the 
vulgar  logic,  nor  with  the  reformations  that 
were  made,  fuitable  to  his  vail  and  enterprifing 
genius,  attempted  a  logic  wholly  new  and 
plain,  which  is  laid  down  in  his  Novum  Or- 
gan urn. 

•*  The  way  of  fyllogifing,'*  fays  he, 
**  feemed  to  him  very  fallacious,  and  too  de- 
pendent upon  words  to  be  much  relied  on  ; 
his  fearch  was  after  things ;  and  therefore  he 
brought  in  a  new  way  of  arguing  from  in- 
du6l"on,  and  that  grounded  upon  obfervations 
and  experiments."  But  the  fame  gentleman 
obferves,  That  '*  this  plan,  as  laid  by  him, 
looks  liker  an  univerfal  art  than  a  dillinii 
logic  ;  and  the  defign  is  too  great,  and  the  in- 
dudion  too  large,  to  be  made  by  one  man,  or 
any  fociety  of  men  in  one  age,  if  at  all  prac- 
ticable ;  for,  whatever  opinion  he  might  have 
of  the  conclufivenefs  of  this  way,  one  crofs 
circumllance  in  an  experiment  would  as  eafily 
overthrow  his  jnduftion,    as  an  ambiguous 

word 
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word  would  diforder  a  fyllogifm  ;  and  a  man 
needs  only  make  a  trial  in  any  part  of  natural 
hii^ory,  as  left  us  by  my  loi*d  Bacon,  to  fee 
how  conclufive  his  induction  was  like  to  have 
been.  To  fay  nothing,  that,  notwithftanding 
his  blaming  the  common  logics,  as  being  too 
much  fpent  in  words,  himfelf  runs  into  the 
fault  he  condemns  ;  for  what  elfe  can  we 
make  of  his  Idola  Tribus,  Idola  Specus,  Fori, 
Theatri ;  or  of  his  Inftantis  Solitari^,  Mi- 
grantes,  Ofcenfivae,  Clandcilinae,  Conftitu- 
tivs,  &c.  but  fine  words  put  to  exprefs  very 
common  and  ordinary  things  ? 

*'  After  the  way  of  free- thinking  had  been 
laid  open  by  my  lord  Bacon,  it  was  foon  after 
o^reedily  followed;  for  the  nnderllanding  affects 
freedom  as  well  as  the  will,  and  men  will  pur- 
fue  liberty  though  it  ends  in  confufiotr." 

There  is  certainly  a  great  deal  of  truth  in 
what  Mr.  Baker  fays,  with  regard  to  the  con- 
fequences  of  lord  Verulam's  philofophy,  and. 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  profecuted  ? 
but  furely  this  ought  not  to  be  imputed  to 
him,  who,  if  I  underftand  him  at  all,  was,  of 
all  philofophicai  writers,  the  leaft  addicted  to 
free- thinking.  Of  this  opinion  i?  the  famous 
Morhof,  who  bellows  the  higheii:  praifes  on 
the  work  of  which  we  are  now  fpeaking  ; 
making  no  fcruplc  to  declare,  that  he  had 
found  but  very  little  in  the  books  fiuce  wrltters 
by  Englifhmen,  the  grounds  of  which  he  had 
not  long  before  met  with  in  Bacon;,  the  extent 
of  whofe  genins  Ilruck  him  with  admiration, 
I  6  R-^ 
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as  it  mull  do  every  man  who  takes  the  pains 
to  undeiTiand  him  ;  becaufe,  though  this  nevv 
logic  of  his  be  very  difficult,  and  requires 
much  fmdy  and  application  to  mailer  it,  yet  it 
leads  to  the  knowledge  of  things,  and  net  of 
words. 

Mr.  Voltaire,  in  his  letters  concerning  the 
Englifh  nation,  remarks,  That  the  bell,  and 
moll  fingular,  of  all  his  pieces,  is  that  which 
is  mod  ufelels  and  leail  read.  "  I  mean,'* 
fays  our  author,  *''  his  Novum  Scientiarium 
Organum.  This  is  the  fcafFold  with  which 
the  new  philofophy  was  raifed  ;  and,  when 
the  edifice  was  built,  part  of  it  at  leall,  thf? 
fcafFold  was  no  longer  of  iervice.  The  lord 
Bacon  was  not  yet  acquainted  with  nature, 
but  then  he  knew,  and  pointed  out  the  fe- 
vcral  paths  that  led  to  it.  He  had  defpifed,  in 
his  younger  years,  the  thing  called  philofophy 
in  the  univerfities  ;  and  did  all  that  lay  in  his 
power  to  prevent  thofe  ibcieties  of  men,  inili- 
tuted  to  improve  human  reafon,  from  de- 
praving it  by  their  quiddities,  their  horrors  of 
vacuum,  their  fubHantial  forms,  and  all  thofe 
impertinent  terms,  which  not  only  ignorance 
had  rendered  venerable,  but  which  had  been 
made  facred  by  there  being  ridiculoully  blended 
with  religion." 

There  cannot  be  any  thing  more  honourable 
for  the  memory  of  this  great  perfon,  than  the 
teflimony  of  the  writer  before-mentioned,  who, 
it  is  certain,  has  not  (hewn  too  great  a  readi- 
liftis  to  pr^fe  or  commend  any  body,  and  much 

lefe 
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lefs  the  EngliOi  authors,  whom,  except  New- 
ton, he  feems  to  applaud  with  reludance. 
There  is,  however,  one  thing  in  his  judgment 
of  this  work,  which  deferves  to  be  particularly 
confidered  :  and  that  is,  his  comparifon  of  it 
to  a  fcaiTold  ;  which,  it  cannot  be  denied,  is, 
at  once,  very  juil  and  very  fignilicant;  but 
then  it  is  not  very  eafy  to  know,  what  this 
great" critic  means  by  reprefenting  it  as  ufelefs, 
and  afiigning  that  as  a  reafon  why  this  treatife 
is  now  To  little  read  or  underllood.  The  very 
contrary  of  this  feems  to  be  the  hct  :  the  new 
philofophy  Hands  like  a  vaft  magnificent  pa- 
lace, in  fome  places  half  finjfhed,  in  others  the 
walls  carried  up  to  a  moderate  height;  in  fome, 
juft  raifed  above  the  ground  ;  in  others,  hardly 
marked  out.  What  reafon,  therefore,  for 
taking  av;.ay  the  fcairbld  ?  Or,  rather,  What 
reafon  to  exped  the  work  ihould  ever  be 
finiihed,  at  leail:  thoroughly  and  regularly,  if 
the  fcafrold  be  taken  away  ? 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  that  feveral  who 
have  wrought  upon  this  noble  ftruclure  fmce, 
haveere£led  fcaffolds  for  their  own  ufe,  of  their 
own  contrivance  ;  and,  when  they  have,  in 
fome  mcafure,  finifhed  the  part  they  were 
about,  taken  them  away,  and  concealed  from 
the  eye  of  the  public  their  manner  of  working. 
Others  again  have  attempted  to  raife  fcaiFolds 
from  the  lights  received  from  our  author  ; 
and,  fo   far  as  they  have  copied  them,  have 


done  this  with  great  fuccefs 
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But  lord  Verulam's  was  a  more  noble  de- 
fign  :  he  knew  that  the  life  of  one  man  could 
not  fuffice  for  the  finiihing^,  even  a  fmall  part 
of  this  (lately  edifice ;  and  therefore  he  fpent 
fo  many  years  in  conftrufting  this  fcaftbld, 
which  might  have  ferved  for  perfecling  and 
conipleating  the  whole  work,  if  others  had 
been  as  diligent  in  purfuing  his  plan,  as  he  was 
ftudious  and  careful,  in  rendering  it  every  way 
fit  for  the  ufe  which  he  dcfjgned. 

This  is  the  true  account,  and  the  only  tiue 
one,  of  the  Novum  Oig^nam  ;  and  one  may 
fafely  venture  to  allert.  That,  if  his  defign 
had  been  purfued  with  that  ftcadinefs  which  it 
deferred,  the  nev/  philofophy  had  been  by  this 
time,  not  only  more  perfect  than  it  is,  but 
mere  perfedl  than  it  is  ever  like  to  be,  unlefs 
the  learned  at  lail  difcern  their  error  in  this  re- 
fped,  and  are  content  to  make  ufe  of  the  helps 
he  has  left  them  ;  which,  the  more  they  are 
confidered,  the  more  they  are  tried,  will  be 
found  more  adequate  to  the  great  defign  of 
their  author,  than  well  can  be  imagined. 


Lord 
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Lord  Bacon's  Charafler. 

Sir  Walter  PxALEIGH,  tl-at  true  judge 
of  men  and  thing?,  ot"  ages  pall  and  prefenc, 
difcourfing  of  the  great  men  of  his  time, 
faid, 

The  earl  of  Salifbury  was  an  excellent 
fpeaker,  bat  no  good  penman  ;  that  lord  Henry 
Howard  was  an  excellent  penman,  but  no 
good  fpeaker;  Sir  Francis  Bacon  alike  emi- 
nent in  both. 

The  judicious  and  penetrating  Ben.  John- 
ion  thought,  that  Englifli  eloquence  afcended 
till  the  time  of  the  vifcount  St.  Albans,  and  from 
thence  went  backward  and  declined.  He 
who  was  not  too  apt  to  praife,  was  profufe  in 
praifes  of  Bacon,  clofmg  them  with  thefe  ad- 
mirable refie(5lions : 

"  iVIy  conceit  of  his  pcrfon  was  never  en- 
creafed  toward  him  by  his  place  or  honours ; 
but  I  have  and  do  reverence  him  for  the  great- 
nefs  that  was  only  proper  to  himfelf,  in  that 
he  feemed  to  me  ever,  by  his  works,  one  of  the  ~ 
greatert  men,  and  moft  worthy  of  admiration, 
that  had  been  in  many  ages.  In  his  adverfity, 
I  ever  prayed  that  God  would  give  him 
ilrength,  for  greatnefs  he  could  not  want  , 
neither  could  I  condole  in  a  word  or  fyllable 
for  him,  as  knowing  no  accident  could  do 
harm  to  virtue,  but  rather  help  to  make  it  ma- 
nifell/' 

Archbifliop 
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Archbiiiiop  Williams,  to  vvhofc  care  the 
vifcount  St.  Albans,  committed  his  orations 
and  epiRles,  exprefied  his  fenfe  of  that  confi- 
dence repofed  in  him  in  thefe  words  : 

'*  Youriordfhip  doth  moil  worthily,  there- 
fore, in  preferving  thefe  two  pieces  amongft. 
the  reft  oFthofe  matchlefs  monuments  you  ihall. 
leave  behind  you  :  confidering,  that,  as  one 
age  hath  not  bred  your  experience,  fo  is  it  not 
fit  it  Ihould  be  confined  to  one  age,  and  not 
imparted  to  the  times  to  come  :  for  my  part 
therein^!  do  embrace  the  honour  with  all 
thankfulnefs,  and  the  trull  impofed  upon  me,. 
\\'ith  all  religion  and  devotion." 

The  famous  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  on  receiv- 
ing from  him  the  Novum  Organum,  wrote 
thus  in  return  : 

*''  Your  lordihiphath  done  a  great  and  ever- 
lalling  benefit  to  all  the  children  of  nature,. 
and  to  nature  herfelf  in  her  utmoil  extent  of 
latitude,  who  never  before  had  fo  noble  nor  fo 
true  an  inlerpieter,  or  (as  I  am  readier  to 
ftile  your  lordihip)  never  fo  inward  a  fecretary 
of  her  cabinet." 

But  one  of  the  nobleft,  and  perhaps  the  moil 
noble,  teftimony  in  honour  of  his  great  abi- 
lities, was  the  letter  written  to  him,  not  long 
after  his  fall,  by  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  on 
their  receiving  from  him  his  book  De  Aug- 
mentis  Scientiarum,  the  firft  paragraph  only 
of  which  Ihall  be  here  tranfcribed. 

**  Right  honourable,  and  (what,  in  nobi- 
lity, is  almoll  a  miracle)   molt  learned  vif- 

connt ! 
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count  I  Your  honour  could  have  given  nothing 
more  agreeable,  and  the  univerfity  could  have 
received  nothing   more  acceptable,    than   the 
Sciences ;  and  thoie   fciences  which    flie   for- 
merly fent  forth   poor,  of  low    ilatuic,  unpo- 
liPned,    ihe    hath    seceived   elegant,  tali,  and, 
by  the  fuppiles  of  your  wit,  by  which  alone 
they  could  have  been  advanced,  moll  rich  in 
dowry.     She  efteeineth  it  an  extraordinary  fa- 
vour to  have  a  return,  with   ufury  made  of 
that  by  a  ftranger  (if  fo  near  a  relation  may  be 
called  a  .ftranger)  which  fhe  beftows  as  a  pa- 
trimony upon  her  children  ;  and    Ihe   readily 
ncknowiedgeth,   that,    though    the   mufes  are 
born  in  Oxford,  they  grow  elfewbere  ;  grov/n 
they  are,  and  under  your  pen;  who,  like  fome 
mighty  Hercules  in   learning,  have,  by  your 
own  hand,  further  advanced   thofe   pillars  in 
the  learned  world,  which,  by  the  reft  of   that 
world,  were  fuppofed  immoveable." 

Dr.  Peter  Heylin,  v/ho  was  thought,  in 
his  time,  a  great  judge  of  men,  things,  End 
books,  reprefcnts  the  vifcount  St.  Albans  as 
a  man  of  a  ilrong  br^.in,  and  capable  of  the 
higheil  performances,  more  efpeci ally  of  fram- 
ing a  body  of  peifeft  philofophy. 

"  Pity  it  was,"  faid  he,  *'  he  was  not  en- 
tertained with  fome  liberal  falary,  abftrat^cd 
from  all  affairs  both  of  court  and  judicuture, 
and  furnifned  with  fufnciency  both  of  means 
and  helps  for  the  going  on  in  his  defigns  • 
which,  had  it  been,  he  might  have  given  us 

l^ch 


185      APPENDIX. 

fuch  a  body  of  natural  philofophy,  and  made 
it  fo  fubfervient  to  the  public  good,  that  ilei- 
thcr  Arillotle,  norTheophral^us,  amongO:  the 
ancients;  nor  Paracelfus,  or  the  rcll  of  our 
later  chymiUs,  would  have  been  confidera- 
ble.'' 

We  Ihall  add  to  thefe  authorities  but  two 
mc'TQ  from  the  learned  of  our  own  nation;  but 
they  are  fuch  as  might  alone  have  fecured  im» 
molality  to  any  author  they  had  commended. 
The  tiril  of  thefe  was  Mr.  Addifon  ;  who,  in 
one  of  the  Tatiers,  in  which  he  vindicates  the 
Chiirtian  religion,  by  (hewing  that  the  wifell 
and  ableft  men  in  all  ages,  have  profefTed 
themfelves  believers,  fpeaks  of  our  author 
thus  I 

**  I  fhall  in  this  paper  only  infcance  Sir 
Fr^cis  Bacon,  a  man  who,  for  the  great- 
nefs  of  his  genius,  and  compafi  of  know- 
ledge, did  hcncur  to  his  age  and  country,  I 
could  almoi^  fay  to  human  nature  itfelf.  Ke 
poili^iTcd,  at  once,  all  thofe  estracrdinary  ta- 
lents which  wcie  divided  amongll:  ihe  greateil 
authors  of  antiquity  :  he  had  the  found,  di- 
flinch,  coniprehenfive  knowledge  of  Ariftotle  ; 
with  ail  the  beautiful  iit^hts,  graces,  and  em- 
beliiihment?,  of  Cicero  :  one  does  not  know 
vhich  to  admire  moft  in  his  writings  ;  the 
iirength  of  rcafon,  force  of  ftde,  or  brightnefs 
of  imagination.  This  author  has  remarked, 
in  feveral  parts  of  his  works,  that  a  thorough 
iiifight  into  philofophy  makes  a  good  believer  ; 

and 
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and,  that  a  fmattertng  in  ic,  naturally  pro- 
duces fuch  a  race  of  deipicable  infidels,  as  the 
little  profligate  writers  of  the  prefeht  age, 
whom,  I  mutl:  confefs,  I  have  always  accufed 
10  myfelf,  not  (o  much  for  their  want  of  faith 
as  for  their  want  of  learning.  I  was  infinitely 
pleafed  to  find,  among  the  works  of  ifiis  ejitra* 
ordinary  man,  a  prayer  of  hb  own  compofingj 
which,  for  the  ele/ation  of  thought,  and  great- 
nefs  of  exprefilon,  feems  rather  the  devoiioa 
of  an  angel  than  of  a  man.  His  principal  fault 
ieems  to  have  been  the  excels  of  that  virtue 
which  covers  a  multitude  of  faults:  this  be- 
trayed him  to  fo  great  an  indulgence  towards 
his  fervants,  who  made  fuch  a  corrupt  ufe  of  it, 
that  it  ibipped  him  of  all  thofe  riches  and  ho- 
nours which  a  long  ferissof  merits  had  h«apcd 
upon  him.'* 

The  iccond  is  that  fhort  charatfler  of  his 
writings  given  us  by  the  pen  of  the  moll 
noble  J;)hn  ShcHiald,  duke  of  Buckingham « 
fDire,  who  aderts,  '"Hiat  ail  his  works  are,  for 
expreilion,  as  weil  as  the  ught,  the  glory  of  our 
nation  and  of  all  latter  ages. 

The  lall  authority  we  Thall  cite  on  this  Cub- 
jed,  ihall  be  Mr,  Voltaire,  who  very  j  ^ftly 
iiiles  him  the  father  of  experimental  phiiofo- 
phy  ;  and  enters  ioto  abundance  of  very  ju- 
dicious reflections  on  his  difcoveries  and  writ- 
ings ;  owning,  at  the  fame  time,  that  what 
furprized  him  moll,  was  to  find  the  dodrine 
of  attra<^ion,  which    is  looked   upon    as  the 
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foundation  of  another  philofophy,  exprefly  fefc 
down  in  lord  Bacon's,  in  words  not  to  be  con- 
troverted or  nnill:aken. 

We  (hall  not  take  upon  us  to  decide  how  far 
tills  may  be  jufl  or  not  ;  but  leave  it  to  the 
fearch  of  the  learned  and  ingenious  reader. 
Only  give  us  leave  to  fay.  We  have  always 
fufpeded  that  the  Novum  Organum  hath  been 
fo  little  commended  by  the  moderns  fo/  two 
reaforiS:  firfl:,  that  it  requires  a  deep  head  and 
a  ftrong  attention  to  become  fully  mailer  of  it, 
and  (o  has  been  thoroughly  underllood  by  few  : 
fecondly,  that  thofe  few  who  have  fully  pene- 
trated it,  ufed  it  to  raife  ftruftures  of  their 
own,  and  not  to  finiih  Bacon's  palace  of  wif- 
dora. 

It  v/as  peculiar  to  this  great  man  to  have  no- 
thing narrow  and  felSfn  in  his  compofition  ;  he 
•gave  away,  without  concern,  whatever  he- 
poffeired  ;  and,  believing  other  men  of  the 
iame  mould,  he  received  with  as  little  conn- 
deration  :  nay,  even  as  to  fame,  he  had  the 
like  notion  ;  he  was  defirous  to  enjoy  it,  but 
in  the  fame  way  ;  not  from  his  knowledge, 
but  from  his  free  and  liberal  communic  .Lion 
©f  that  knowledge  :  fo  that  it  may  be  c  uly, 
and  without  flattery,  faid,  his  woril  qur.iities 
were  the  exceffes  of  the  moft  exalted  virtues. 

His  glory  cannot  be  blailed  by  the  fiad-ies  of 
envy  j  his  failii^gs  hurt  only  his  contempora- 
ries, and  were  expiated  by  his  fuiTerings  ; 
but   his  virtue   and    knowledj^e,   and,  above 
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all,  his  zeal  for  mankind,  will  be  felt  while 
there  are  men  ;  and,  conlequently,  while  they 
have  gratitude,  the  name  of  Bacon,  Verulain, 
or  St.  Albans,  can  never  be  mcntioRed  but  with 
admiration  I 


End  of  the  Fifth  Volume; 
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THE 

BRITISH  PLUTARCH. 

The   life   of 

William     Laud. 


F"^^"^^^^^^^  Laud,  archblfhop  of 
^  p^  Canterbury,  in  the  fixteenthcentu- 
y^  55^  ^y*  ^^^  ^^"  °^  William  Laud,  a 
Vue  %,^  ^  clothier  of  Reading,  in  Berkfhire, 
^"^^■^  by  Lucia  his  wife,  widow  of  Mr. 
John  Robinfon,  of  Reading,  and  filler  of  Sir 
William  Web,  lord-mayor  of  London  in  1^91. 

He  was  born  at  Reading,  Odlober  the  fe- 
venth  1573,  and  educated  in  the  free-fchool 
there;  and  in  July  1589,  went  to  Oxford; 
and  in  June  the  year  following,  was  eledled 
fcholar  of  St.  John's  college  there,  under  the 
tuition  of  Dr.  John  Buckeridge. 
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In  June  1593,  he  was  made  a  fellow  of 
that  college  ;  and  on  the  firft  of  July,  in  the 
year  following,  took  the  degree  of  batchelor 
of  arts  ;  and,  on  June  the  twenty  fixth  1  ^98-, 
that  of  maflcr  of  arts,  being  grammar- reader 
that  year.  January  the  fourth  1609,  he  was 
ordained  deacon;  and  on  April  the  fifth  1601, 
prieft  :  both  which  orders  were  conferred  up- 
on upon  him  by  Dr.  Young,  bifhop  of  Ro- 
chefter. 

In  1602,  he  read  a  divinity  ledure  in  St, 
John's  college,  which  was  maintained  by  Mrs. 
Mag.  May  the  fourth  1603,  he  was  chofen 
prodor  of  the  university  of  Oxford  ;  and 
September  the  third  following  was  made 
chaplain  to  Charles  Blound  earl  of  Devon- 
{liire,  July  the  fixth  1604,  he  took  the  de- 
gree of  batchelor  of  divinity. 

December  the  twenty-fixth  1605,  he  mar- 
ried the  earl  of  Devonfhire  to  Penelope,  then 
wife  of  Robert,  lord  Rich  ;  which  aftion  af- 
terwards gave  him  the  moft  fenfible  regret. 

O£lober  the  twenty-firft  1606,  he  preached 
a  fermon  at  St.  Mary's  at  Oxford,  for  which 
be  was  queftioncd  by  Dr.  Airy, .the  vice-chan- 
cellor. November  the  thirteenth  1607,  he 
was  induced  into  the  vicarage  of  Stanford, 
in  Northamptonlliire  ;  and  in  April  the  year 
following,  was  made  chaplain  to  Dr.  Richard 
Neile,  then  bilhop  of  Rochefter.  September 
the  feventeenth  1609,  ^^  preached  his  iirft 
fermon  before  the  king  at  Theobald's  ;  and 
in  Odober  following,  exchanged  his  advow- 
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fon  of  Nor th-Kil worth,  for  the  redory  of 
Weft-Tilbury  in  ElTex,  in  order  to  be  near  his 
patron  bifhop  Neile,  who,  in  May  i6io,  gave 
him  the  rectory  of  Cuckilone  in  Kent.  Oc- 
tober the  fecond  following,  he  rengned  his 
fellowfhip  of  St.  John-'s  college  in  Oxford. 

Finding  the  air  of  Cuckftone  prejudicial  to 
him,  he  exchanged  it  for  the  living  of  Nor- 
ton ;  into  which  he  was  indudled  in  Novem- 
ber 1610,  by  proxy. 

About  Chriflmas  the  fame  year,  the  lord- 
chancellor  Ellefmere  complained  againft  him 
to  the  king,  at  the  inftigation  of  Dr.  Abbot, 
archbifiiop  eledl.  May  the  tenth  16 11,  he 
was  eleded^  prefident  of  St.  John's  college  ; 
but  his  eledion  being  called  in  queflion,  it  was 
at  lail  confirmed  by  his  raajeily.  The  fam.e 
year,  on  the  third  of  November,  he  was  fwom 
the  king's  chaplain.  Api-il  the  eighteenth 
1601,  Dr.  Neile,  then  bifliop  of  Lincoln, 
gave  him  the  prebend  of  Bugden;  and  De- 
cember the  iirll:  161 5,  conferred  upon  him  the 
archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon.  In  November 
16 16,  he  was  advanced  by  his  majefty  to  the 
deanery  of  Gloucefter,  and  attended  him  to- 
wards Scotland, -from  whence  he  returned  a 
little  before  him  in  1617. 

He  refigned  his  living  of  Weft-Tilbury^ 
and  was  induced  into  that  of  Ibftock,  in  Leicef- 
terftiire,  on  the  fecond  of  Auguft  1617.  Ja- 
nuary the  twenty-fecond  1620,  he  was  inftalled 
prebendary  of  Weftminfter,  having  had  the 
advowfon  of  it  ten  years  the  November  be- 
H  2  fore. 
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fore.  June  the  twenty-ninth  1621,  the  king 
gave  him  the  grant  of  thebifhopric  of  St.  Da- 
vid's; to  which  fee  he  was  chofen  on  the 
tenth  of  C (Sober  following,  and  refigned  the 
prefidentftiip  of  St.  John's  college  on  the  fc- 
venteenth  of  November. 

Shortly  after,  he  contracted  an  intimacy 
with  George  Villiers,  then  marquifs  of  Buck- 
ingham; before  whom,  and  the  countefs  his 
mother,  he  had  a  conference  with  Fiiher  the 
jefuit,  which  confirmed  their  attachment  to 
the  proteftant  religion.  January  the  twenty- 
firft  1622-3,  he  was  induced  into  the  redoryof 
Creeke,  in  Northamptonfhire,  which  he  held 
in  commendam  with  his  bifi-iopric. 

In  Oftober  1623,  he  incurred  the  difplea- 
fure  of  Dr.  John  Williams,  biOiop  of  Lincoln, 
then  lord  keeper  of  the  great  feal.  April  the 
feventeenth  1624,  he  became  deputv-clerk  of 
the  clofet  to  king  Cha:les  L  for  Dr.  Ncile, 
then  bifhop  of  Durham,  who  was  indifpofed, 
and  executed  that  office  till  the  firil  of  May 
following. 

February  the  fecond  1625-6,  he  officiated 
at  the  coronation  of  his  majefty,  as  dean  of 
Weilminfter ;  the  king  having  commanded 
bilhop  Williams,  the  dean  of  that  church, 
not  toi3€  ^refent  at  that  ceremony.  June  the 
twentieth  1626,  he  was  nominated  to  the  fee 
of  Bath  and  Wells  ;  to  which  he  was  elefted 
on  the  fixteenth  of  Auguft.  In  the  beginning 
of  Gftober,  the  fame  year,  he  was  made  dean 
of  the  chapel  royal;  and  April  the  tvventy-^inth 
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1627,  was  made  privy-counfeJIor  to  liis  ma- 
jeAy. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  July  1628,  he  was 
tranfiuted  to  the  bilhopric  of  London  ;  and, 
about  this  time,  his  ancient  acquaintance,  Sir 
James  V/hitelocke,  a  jadge,  ufed  to  fay  of 
him,  that  he  was  too  full  of  f'rc,  though  & 
juil  and  good  man  ;  and,  that  his  want  of  ex- 
perience in  ftate-miitiers,  and  his  too  mucl; 
zeal  for  the  church,  and  heat,  if  lie  proceeded 
in  the  way  he  was  then  in,  would  fet  ihis  na- 
tion on  fire. 

,-  April  the  twelfth  163c,  he  was  eleded  chan- 
Tctllcr  of  the  unl;eifity  of  Ojvfard,  In  M::y 
1633,  he  attended  the  king  into  Scodand  ; 
and,  June  the  fifteenth,  was  fworn  co.'nielior 
cf  that  kingdom.  Auguft  the  fourth,  the  lame 
year,  upon  the  death  of  archbifliop  Abbot,  the 
l^ing  refolved  to  advance  him  to  the  fee  of 
Canterbury. 

The  fame  morr'ng  a  perfon  came  to  him, 
and  offered  h*m  sj  be  a  cardinal.  This  ofier 
he  lejeded,  faying,  that  fomething  dwelt 
within  him  which  would  not  fufFer  thac,  till 
PvOme  was  other  than  it  was. 

September  the  nineteenth,  he  was  tranfiaCed 
to  the  archbifhopric  of  Canterbury.  May  the 
thirteenth  he  received  the  feals  of  his  being 
chofen  chancellor  of  the  univerfity  of  Dublin 
in  Ireland,  to  which  office  he  had  been  elegit d 
on  the  fourteenth  of  September  1633.  March 
the  fourteenth  1634-5,  ^^  ^'^^  named  ouje 
of  the  commiConers  of  the  exchequer,  upon 
B  3  \he 
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the  death  of  Wafton,  lord  high-treafurer  of 
England.  March  the  fixth,  i6^^-6,  he  pro- 
cured the  flafF  of  lord  high-ircafurer  of  Eng- 
land for  Dr.  William  juxon,  biihop  of  Lon- 
don. June  the  fourteenth  1637,  he  made  a> 
ipeech  in  the  Star-chamber  at  the  cenfure  of 
Dr.  John  Bailvvic,  Henry  Bjirton,  B.  D.  and 
William  Prynne,  Efq. 

In  Odober  following,  he  fell  under  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  her  majefty,  for  complaining  of 
the  increafe  and  behaviour  of  the  catholic  par- 
ty. In  the  beginning  of  the  long  parliament, 
he  was  attacked  on  account  of  the  canons 
jmade  by  the  convocation  in  May  1640;  where- 
upon he  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Scldon,  dated 
November  the  twenty-ninth  1640. 

December  the  fixteenth,  thefe  canons  were 
condemned  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  as  con- 
taining in  them  things  contrary  to  the  king's 
prerogative,  to  the  fundamental  laws  and  Ila- 
tutes  of  this  realm,  to  the  rights  of  parliament, 
to  the  property  and  liberty  of  the  fubjed,  and 
tending  to  {edition  and  dangerous  confe- 
quence. 

December  the  eighteenth,  he  was  accufed  by 
the  commons  of  high  treafon  ;  upon  which  he 
was  committed  to  the  culiody  of  the  u(her  of 
the  black  rod,  ar.d  on  the  tirft  of  March  to  the 
Tov.'er. 

On  the  twelfth  of  March  1643-4,  he  was 
brought  to  his  tryal,  which  lafted  for  twenty 
days,  till  the  tv/enty-ninth  of  July  ;  and  on 
the   twenty- iiril  of  September,  he  made   his 
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recapitulaiiop.  November  the  thirteenth,  a. 
bill  of  attainder  of  him  paffed  the  houfe  of 
commons;  and,  January  the  fixth,  1644-5,11 
paiTed  the  houfe  of  lords. 

He  was  beheaded  on  Tower- hill,  on  Fri- 
day, the  tenth  of  January,  aged  feventy-one 
years,  thirteen  weeks,  and  four  days ;  and  his 
body  was  interred  in  the  chancel  of  the  church 
of  Alhallovvs,  Barkin  ;  froin  whence,  in  July,. 
1663,  it  was  removed  to  Oxford,  and  dep©- 
fited  in  the  chapel  of  &t.  John's  college. 

He  compofed  feveral  pieces  befides  his  an- 
fwer  to  Filher. 

"  He  was  of  low  flature,"  fays  Dr.  Heylin, 
"  but  of  a  ftrong  compofitionj  his  counce- 
nance  chearful  and  ruddy  ;  which  chearfulnefs 
and  vivacity  he  carried  with  him  to  the  very 
block,  notwithftanding  the  afHiclions  of  four 
years  impriionment.  Of  appreheniion  he  was 
quick  and  fudden  ;  of  a  v^ry  fociable  wit  and 
pleafant  humour;  and  one  that  knew  as  well 
how  to  put  off  the  gravity  of  his  place  and  per- 
fon,  when  hefaw  occafion,  as  any  man  living."" 

I'he  following  is  an  authentic  relation 
of  the  Archbiihop's  Speech  on  the 
fcaffold,  and  other  circumfrances 
attending  his  execution. 

"Good  people  j- 
<*  THIS    is    an    uncomfortable   t'mq   to 
preach,  yet  I  ftiall  begi^  with  a  text  of  Jcrip- 
B.  4  tute : 
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ture;  Heb.  xii.  2,  Let  us  run  with  patience 
that  race  which  is  fet  before  us,  looking  unto 
JefuE,  the  author  and  finiiher  of  our  faith, 
who,  for  the  joy  that  was  fet  before  him,  en- 
dured the  crofs,  defpifing  the  ihame,  and  is 
fet  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of 
God. 

*'  I  have  been  long  in  my  race  ;  and  how  I 
have  looked  to  Jefus,  the  author  and  finifher 
of  my  faith,  he  beft  knows.  I  am  now  come 
to  the  end  of  my  race,  and  here  I  find  the 
crofs,  a  death  of  fhame  ;  but  the  (hame  muft 
be  defpifed,  of  no  coming  to  the  right  hand 
of  God.  Jefus  defpifed  the  fhame  for  me, 
and  God  forbid  but  that  I  fhouid  defpiie  th.e 
iliame  for  him.  I  am  going  apace,  as  yoa 
fee,  towards  the  red  fea  ;  and  my  feet  are 
now  upon  the  very  brink  of  it ;  an  argument, 
1  hope,  that  God  is  bringing  me  into  the  Land 
of  Promife  j  for  that  was  the  way  through 
which  he  led  his  people  :  but,  before  they 
came  to  it,  he  inftituted  a  paffover  for  them  • 
a  lamb  it  was,  but  it  muft  be  eaten  with  fower 
herbs.  I  fhall  obey,  and  labour  to  digeft  the 
fower  herbs  as  well  as  the  lamb  ;  and  (  fhall 
remember  it  in  the  Lord's  paffover;  I  fnall 
not  think  of  the  herbs,  nor  be  angry  with  the 
hand  which gathereth  them;  but  look  up  only 
to  h'ltn  who  inftituted  that,  and  governs  thefe  ; 
for  men  can  have  no  more  power  over  me 
than  what  is  given  them  from  above.  I  arn 
not  in  love  with  this  pafuige  through  the  R^d- 
Se^,  for  I  have  the  weaknefs  and  inhrmities 

of 
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of  flefti  and  hlocfd  plcrrtifally  in  me ;  and  I 
have  prayed  with  my  Saviour,  *  Ul  tranllret 
Calix  ifte  ;  That  this  cup  of  red-wine  might 
pafi  from  me  ;  but,  if  not,  Gv/d'*  will,  not 
snine,  be  done;  and  I  fhall  moft  willingly 
drink  of  this  cup  as  deep  as  he  pleafes^  and 
enter  into  this  fea,  yea  and  pafs  through  itj  ii> 
the  way  that  he  fhall  lead  me. 

"  But  I  would  have  it  remembered,  good 
people,  that,  when  God's  iervants  were  in  this 
boillerous  fea,  and  Aaron  among  them,  th« 
Egyptians  which  perfecuted  them,  and  did,  int 
a  manner,  drive  them  into  that  fea,  were 
drowned  in  the  fame  wateFs  while  they  were 
rn  purfuit  of  them  :  I  know  my  God,  whom 
I  fcrvcj  is  as  able  to  deliver  me  from  this  ftra 
©f  blood,  as  he  was  to  deliver  the  three  chil- 
dren  from  the  furnace  ;  and,  I  moft  humbly 
thank  my  Saviour  for  it,  my  refolution  is  now 
as  theirs  was  then  :  they  would  not  worfhip 
the  image  the  king  had  fet  up,  nor  will  I  ths 
ir.iaginations  which  the  people  are  fc-Jting 
u'p  I  nor  will  I  forfake  the  temple  and  the 
truth  of  God,  to  follow  the  bleating  of  Jero- 
boam's caJf,  in  Dan  and  in  Bethel:  and,  a: 
for  this  people,  they  are,  at  this  tim.e,  mire- 
rably  mi-fled  :  God,  of  his  mercy,  open  their 
eyes,  that  they  may  fee  the  right  way  ;  i^or-, 
at  this  day,  the  blind  lead  the  blind  ;  and^if 
t-hey  go  ©n,  both  will  certainly  fall  into  the- 
ditch. 

"  For  myfelf,  1  am^  and  I  acknowledge  ir 

with  all  hu-m-iHty,  2  moft  gnevou5  finner  many^ 
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ways  ;  by  thought,  word,  and  deed  ;  and  I 
cannot  doubt  bat  that  God  hath  mercy  in 
ilore  for  me,  a  poor  penitent,  as  well  as  for 
other  iinners.  I  have  now,  upon  this  fad  cc- 
cafion,  ranfacked  every  corner  of  my  heart ; 
and  yet,  I  thank  God,  I  have  not  found, 
^mong  the  many,  any  one  fm  which  deferves 
death  by  any  known  law  of  this  kingdom  ; 
and  yet  hereby  I  charge  nothing  upon  my 
judges;  for,  if  they  proceed  upon  proof  by 
valuable  witnefles,  I,  or  any  other  innocent, 
may  be  juftly  condemned  :  and  I  thank  God, 
though  the  weight  of  the  fentence  lie  heavy 
upon  me,  I  am  as  quiet  within  as  ever  I  wa$ 
ia  my  life ;  and,  though  I  am  not  only  the 
f.rll  archbiihop,  but  the  firll  man,  that  ever 
died  by  an  ordinance  of  parliament,  yet  fome 
of  my  predecefTors  have  gone  this  way,  though 
not  by  this  means ;  for  Elphegus  was  hurried 
away,  and  loil  his  head  by  the  Danes  :  and 
Simon  Sudbury,  in  the  fury  of  Wat  Tyler 
and  his  fellows.  Before  thefe,  St.  John  Bap- 
tift  had  hi?  head  danced  off  by  a  lewd  woman  ; 
and  St.  Cyprian,  archbiihop  of  Carthage,  fub- 
mitted  his  head  to  a  perfecuting  fword. 
Many  examples,  great  and  good  ^  and  they 
teach  m.e  patience :  for  I  hope  my  caufe  in 
heaven  will  look  of  another  dye  than  the  co- 
lour that  is  put  upon  it  here  :  and  fome  com- 
fort it  is  to  me,  not  only  that  I  go  the  way  of 
thefe  great  men  in  their  feveral  generations, 
but  alfo  that  my  charge,  as  foul  as  it  is  made, 
looks  like  that  of  the  Jews  againft  St,  Paul, 
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A6ts  XXV.  3  ;  for  he  was  accufed  for  the  law 
and  the  temple;  i.e.  religion;  and,  like  that 
of  St.  Stephen,  Ads  vi.  14,  for  breaking  the  . 
ordinances  which  Mofes  gave  j  i.  e.  law  and 
religion,  the  holy  place  and  the  temple ; . 
verle  13.  But  you  will  fay,  Do  I  then  com- 
pare myfeif  with  the  integrity  of  St,  Paul  and 
St.  Stephen  ^  No,  far  be  that  from  me  ;  I 
only  raife  a  comfort  to  myfeif,  that  thefe  great 
faints  and  fervants  of  God  were  laid  at  in  their 
times  as  I  am  now:  and  it  is  memorable* 
that  St.  Paul,  who  helped  on  this  accufation 
againft  St.  Stephen,  did  after  fall  under  the 
fame  himfelf.  Yea,  but  here's  a  great  cla- 
mour that  I  would  have  brought  in  popery  : 
I  fhali  anfwer  that  more  fully  by  and  by  ;  in 
the  mean  time  you  know  what  the  Pharifee  faid 
againft  Chrift  himfelf,  '  If  we  let  him  alone,  al! 
men  will  believe  in  him,  et  vent  Romaai,  and 
the  Romans  will  oomQ  and  take  away  both 
ovir  place  and  the  nation.'  Here  was  a  caufelefs 
cry  againilChrift  that  the  Romans  wiiUome;  and^ 
i'ee  how  jull  the  judgment  of  God  was :  they 
crucified  Chrift  for  fear  left  the  Romans  fhould 
come,  and  his  death  was  it  which  brought  in 
the  Romans  upon  them,  God  punifhing  them 
with  that  which  they  moft  feared  ;  and  I  pray 
-God  this  clamour  of  venient  Ramani,  of  which 
I  have  given  no  caufe,  help  not  to  bring  them 
in  ;  for  the  pope  never  had  fuch  a  harveft  in 
England  fince  the  reformation,  as  he  hath  now 
upon  ;he  fe<^s  and  divifions  that  are  amongft  us„ 
B  6  io 
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In  the  mean  time,  by  honour  and  difhonour, 
by  good  report  and  evil  report,  as  a  deceiver, 
and  )et  true,  am  I  pafhng  through  this  world  ; 
2  Cor.  vi.  8,  Some  particulars  alfo  I  think  it 
not  amifs  to  fpeak  of» 

♦*  And,  firft,  this  I  {hall  be  bold  to  fpeak 
of,  The  king,  our  gracious  fovereign,  he  hath 
been  much  traduced  alfo  for  biinging  in  of 
popery  ;  but,  on  my  confcience,  of  which  I 
ihall  give  God  a  very  prefent  account,  I 
know  him  to  be  'as  free  from  this  charge  as 
any  man  living ;  and  I  hold  him  to  be  as 
found  a  protellanty  according  to  the  religion 
by  law  eftablifhed,  as  any  man  in  this  king- 
dom -^  and  that  he  will  venture  his  life  as  far 
and  as  freely  for  it ;  and  I  think  I  do,  or 
fcould,  know  both  his  afFedion  to  religion> 
and  his  grounds  for  it,  as  fully  as  any  man  in 
England,. 

''  The  fecond  particular  is  concerning  this 
great  and  populous  city,  v^hich  God  blefs. 
Here  hath  been  of  late  a  fafhion  taken  up, 
to  gather  hands,  and  then  go  to  the  great 
court  of  this  kingdom^  the  parliament,  and 
clafnour  for  juftice  j  as  if  that  great  and  wife 
court,  before  whom  the  caufes  come,  which 
are  unknown  to  the  many,  could  not,  or 
would  not,  do  juftice  but  at  their  appoint- 
jnent.  A  v;ay  which  may  endanger  many  aa 
innocent  man,  and  pluck  his  blood  upon  their 
own  heads,  and  perhaps  upon  this  city's  alfo  i 
and  this  hath  been  praj^ifed  againfl  myfelf, 

thiE 
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tlie  magiftrates  ftanding  ftill,  and  fuiFering 
tLem  to  proceed  from  parifli  to  parifli  without 
check.  God  forgive  the  fetters  of  this  ;  with 
all  my  heart  I  beg  it  ;  but  many  well-mean- 
ing people  are  caught  by  it.  In  S-C,  Stephen's 
cafe,  when  nothing  elfe  would  ferve^  they 
ftirred  up  the  people  againft  htm  ;  and  He- 
cod,  when  he  went  the  fame  way,  when,  he 
liad  killed  St.  James,  yet  lie  would  not  venture 
upon  St.  Peter  till  he  fomid  how  the  other 
pleafed  the  people :  but  take  heed  of  having 
your  hands  full  of  blood,  for  there  is  a  time, 
beli  known  to  himfelf,  when  God,  above 
other  fins,  makes  inquifition  for  blood  ;  and, 
when  that  inquifition  is  on  foot,  the  Pfalmift 
tells  us,  That  God  remembers  ;  but  that  is 
not  all  ;  He  remembers,  and  forgets  not,  th$ 
complaint  of  the  poor ;  that  is,  whofe  blood 
is  Ihed  by  oppreffion  j  verfe  9^  Take  heed  of 
thib  ;  'tis  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  living  God,  but  then  efpecially  when- 
he  is  making  inquifition  for  blood  ;  and,  with 
my  prayers  to  avert  it,  I  do  heartily  defirethis 
city  10  remember  the  prophecy  that  iaexprefled 
Jer.  xxvi.   15. 

"  The  tliird  particular  is  the  poor  church  of 
England.  It  hath  flourifiied,  and  been  a  fheU 
Ur  to  other  neighbouring  churches,  when 
ftorms  have  driven  upon  them^  Rut,  alas  I 
now  'tis- in.  afioxra  itfelf,  and  God  only  knows 
whether,  or  how  it  fiiall  get  out  j  and,  which  is 
worfe  than  a  dorm  frora  without^  it  is-  become 

like 
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like  an  oak  cleft  to  fhivers  with  wedges  made 
out  of  its  own  body  ;  and,  at  every  cleft,  pro^. 
phaneiiefs  and  irreligion  is  entering  in,  while, 
as  Profper  fpeaks,    in  his  fecond  book,    De 
Vit^  Contemptu,  cap.  iv.     *  Men  that  intro- 
duce prophanenefs,  are  cloaked  over  with  the 
name  religionis  imaginariae,  of  infiaginary  re- 
ligion :'  for  we  hav-e  loft  the  fubftance,  and. 
dwell  too  much  in  opinion  ;  and  that  church, 
which  all  the  jefuits  machinations  could  not. 
ruin,  is  fallen  into  danger  by  her  own. 

**  The  laft  particular,  for  I  am  not  willing 
to  be  too  long,  is  myfelf.  I  was  born  and 
baptized  in  the  bofom  of  the  church  of  Eng. 
land,  eftabliftied  by  law.  In  that  profeffion  I 
have  ever  fmce  lived,  and  in  that  I  come  nov/ 
to  die.  This  is  no  time  to  dillemble  with 
God,  leaft  of  all  in  matter  of  religion,  and, 
therefore  I  defire  it  may  be  remembered,  I 
have  always  lived  in  the  proteftant  religion, 
«ftabliflied  in  England  ;  and  in  that  I  come 
now  to  die.  What  clamours  and  flanders  I 
have  endured,  for  labouring  to  keep  all  uni- 
formity in  the  external  fervice  of  God,  ac- 
cording to  the  dodrine  and  difcipline  of  this 
church,  all  men  know,  and  I  have  abundantly 
felt. 

'*  Now,  at  laft,  I  am  accufed  of  high-trea- 
fon  in  parliament-,  a  crime  which  my  foul 
ever  abhorred.  This  treafon  was  charged  to 
confift  of  thefe  two  parts ;  an  endeavour  to 
iabv^rt  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  a  like  en- 
deavour 
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dcavour  to  overthrow  the  true  proteflant  reli- 
gion eftabliHied  by  law.     Befides  my  anfwers 
to  the  feveral  charges,  I  protefted  myinnocency. 
in  both  houfes.     It  was  laid^  Priibners  protef- 
tations  at  the  bar  muft  not  be  taken.     I  can 
bring  no  witnefs  of  my  heart  and  the  intentions 
thereof  J  therefore  I  muft  come  to  my  protef- 
tation,    not  at  the  bar,  but  my  proteflation  at 
this  hour  and  infiant  of  my  death  ;  in  which  I 
hope  all  men  will  be  fuch  charitable  Chriilians, 
as  not  to  think  I  would  die  and   diifemble, 
being  inftantly  to  give  God  an  account  of  the 
truth  :  I  do  therefore,  in  the  prefence  of  God, 
and  his  holy  angels,  take  it   upon  my  death. 
That  I  never  endeavoured  the  fubverfion  either 
of  law  or  religion  ;  and  I  defire  you  all  to  re- 
member this  proteft  of  mine  for  myinnocency, 
in  thefe,  and  from  all  treafons  vvhatfoever.     I 
have  been  accufed  likewifeasan  enemy  to  par- 
liaments :  no,  I  underiland  them,  and  the  be- 
nefit that  comes  by  them,  too  well  to  be  fo  : 
but  I  did  miflike  the  mifgovernment'Of  fome 
parliaments  many  ways,  and  I  had  reafon  for 
it ;  for,  corrupiio  optimi  eft  peiTima  ;  there  is 
no  corruption  in   the   world  fo   bad,  as  that 
which  is  of  the  beft  thing  in  itfelf  ;  for  the 
better  the  thing  is  in   natur-e,  the  worfe  it  is 
corrupted  ;  and  that  being  the  higheft  court, 
over  which  no  other  hath  jurildidion,  when 
'tis  mif-informed,  or  mif-gov^rned,  the  fubjedt 
as  left  without  all  remedy.     But  I  have  done, 
i  forgive  all  the  woxld,  -ail  and  every  of  thofe 

bluer 
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bitter  enemies  which  have  perfecuted  me;  and 
humbly  defrre  to  be  forgiven  of  God  firi\,  and 
then  of  every  man,  whether  I  have  ofFended 
him  or  rrot,  if  he  do  but  conceive  tha-t  I  have» 
Lord  do  thou  forgive  me,  and  I  beg  foi-givenefi^ 
of  him  ;  and  fo  I  heartily  defire  you  to  join 
in  prayer  with  me.'* 

The  fpeeeh  and  prayers  being  end^d,  he 
gave  the  paper  which  he  read  unto  Dr.  Sterne, 
defning  him  ta  (hew  it  to  the  other  chaplainis, 
that  they  might  know  how  he  departed  out  of 
this  world  ;  and  fo  prayed  God  to  (hew  his 
mercy  and  bkffings  on  them  :  and  noting  how 
one  Hind  had  employed  himfelf,  in  taking  a 
copy  of  his  fpeeeh  as  it  came  from  his  mouth, 
he  defired  him  not  to  do  him  wrong  in  pub- 
lifhing  a  falfe  or  imperfed:  copy  :  which  as^ 
Hind  promifed  him  to  be  careful  of,  calling 
for  punifhment  from  above  if  he  l"hould  da 
otherwifef  fo  hath  h-e  reafonaWy  well  performed 
his  promife  ;  the  alterations  or  additions  which 
occur  therein,  being  perhaps  the  work  of 
thofe  who  perufed  his  paper?,  and  were  to  au- 
thorize them  to  public  view,  to  fit  it  more 
unto  the  palate  of  the  city  fadion,  and  make 
2t  more  confiftent  with  the  credit  of  thofe 
guilty  men  who  had  voted  to  his  eondemna- 
lion. 

This  done,  he  next  applied- himfelf  to  the 
fatal  block,  as  to  the  haven  of  his  reft  :  but 
iSBding  the  way   full    &f  pesple,    who,  hai 

|Jac6d. 
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placed  themfelves  upon  the  theatre  to  behold 
the  tragedy,  he  defired  he  might  have  room 
to  die ;  befceching  them  to  let  him  have  an 
end  of  his  miferies,  v.'hich  he  had  endured 
very  long.  All  which,  he  did  with  fo  ferene 
and  calm  a  mind,  as  if  he  had  been  rather 
taking  order  for  another  man's  funeral,  than 
making  way  unto  his  own. 

Being  come  near  the  block,  he  put  off  his 
doublet,  and  ufed  fome  words  to  this  efFe<fl  : 
*'  God's  will  be  done ;  I  am  willing  to  go  out 
of  this  world  ;  no  man  can  be  more  willing  to 
fend  me  out  of  it."  And  feeing,  through  the 
chinks  of  the  boards,  that  fome  people  were 
got  under  the  fcaffold,  about  the  very  place 
where  the  block  was  feated,  he  called  on  the 
officers  for  fome  duli  to  ftop  them,  or  to  re- 
move the  people  thence,  faying.  It  was  no 
part  of  his  defires,  that  his  blood  fiiould  fall 
upon  the  heads  of  the  people. 

Never  did  man  put  off  mortality  with  a 
braver  courage,  nor  look  upon  his  bloody 
and  malicious  enemies  with  more  Chriltian 
charity. 

Thus  far  he  was  gone  in  his  way  towards 
paradice,  with  fuch  a  primitive  magnanimity 
as  equalled,  if  not  exceeded,  the  example  of 
antient  martyrs,  when  he  was  fomewhat  inter- 
rupted in  his  quiet  palTage  by  one  Sir  John 
Clotwortky,  a  fire-brand  brought  from  Ireland 
by  the  earl  of  Warwick  to  encreafe  the  com- 
buftions  in  this  kingdom  ;  who,  finding  that 

the 
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the  mockings  and  revilings  of  malicious  people 
had  no  power  to  move  him,  or  fharpen  him 
into  any  difcontent  or  ll:ew  of  pafiion,  would 
needs  put  in,  and  try  what  he  could  do  v/ith 
hib  fponge  and  vinegar  j  and,  ftepping  to  him 
near  the  block,  afked  him,  with  fuch  a  pur- 
pofe  as  the  Scribes  and  Pharlfees  ufed  to  pro- 
pofe  queitions  to  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  not 
to  learn  by  him,  bat  to  tempt  him,  or  to  ex- 
pofe  him  to  forae  difadvantage  with  tJie  Zanders 
by,  What  was  the  comfortableft  faying  which 
a  dying  man  could  have  in  his  mouth.  To- 
which  he  meekly  »ade  this  anfwer,  *'  Cupio 
biilolvi  et  efCc  cum  Chrifto  :"  i.  e.  "  I  delire 
to  be  diffclved  and  to  be  with^  Chrift."  Being 
alkcd  again,  What  was  the  fitteft  fpeech  a 
man  could  ufe,  to  exprefs  his  confidence  and 
affurance  ;  he  anfwered,  with  the  fame  fpirit 
ofmeeknefs,  That  fuch  affurance  was  to  be; 
found  within,  and  that  no  words  were  able  to. 
exprefs  it  rightly.  Which,  when  it  would  not 
fatisfy  the  troublefome  and  impertinent  man, 
who  aimed  at  fomething  elfe  than  fuch  fatif- 
faction,  unlefs  he  gave  fome  word,  or  place  of 
icriptur€,  whereupon  fuch  affurance  might  be 
truly  founded.  He  ufed  fome  words  to  this 
eifeft,  That  it  was  the  word  of  God  concern- 
ing Chriil,  and  his  dying  for  us.  And  fo,, 
without  expedting  any  further  queftions  (for 
he  perceived,  by  the  mann.er  of  Sir  John*S 
proceedings,  that  there  would  be  no  end  of 
his  interruptions  if  he  harkened  any  longer  to 
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him)  he  turned  towards  his  executioner  (the 
gentler  and  difcreeter  man  of  the  two)  and 
gave  him  money;  faying,  without  the  leafl 
diftemper  or  change  of  countenance,  "  Here, 
honell  friend,  God  forgive  thee,  and  do  thy 
office  upon  me  with  mercy;  and,  having  given 
a  fign  when  the  blow  lliould  come,  he  kneeled 
down  upon  his  knees,  and  prayed  as  follow- 
eth  : 

**  Lord,  I  am  coming  as  fafl:  as  I  can;  I 
know  I  muft  pafs  through  the  fhadow  of  death 
before  that  I  can  come  to  fee  thee  ;  but  it  is 
umbra  mortis,  a  mere  fnadow  of  death,  a  little 
darknefs  upon  nature  ;  bat  thou,  by  thy  me- 
rits and  paffion,  haft  broke  through  the  jaws 
of  death  :  fo.  Lord,  receive  my  foul,  and  have 
mercy  upon  me,  and  blefs  this  kingdom  with 
peace  and  plenty,  and  with  brotherly  love  and 
charity,  that  there  may  not  be  this  efFufion  of 
ChriRian  blood  amongil  them,  for  Jefus 
Chiift-'s  fake,  if  it  be  thy  will/' 

Then  laying  his  head  upon  the  block,  and, 
praying  filently  to  himfelf,  he  faid  aloud, 
**  Lord  receive  my  foul  ;"  which  was  the 
fignal  given  to  the  executioner,  who  very 
dexteroufly  did  his  office,  and  took  it  off  at  a 
blow ;  his  foul  afcending  on  the  wings  of  an- 
gels into  Abraham's  bofom,  and  leaving  his 
body  on  the  fcafFold  to  the  care  of  men.  A 
fpcifiacle  fo  unpleafmg  unto  the  moft  of  thofe 
who  had  defired  his  death  with  much  heat  and 
pailion,  that  many,  who  had  come  with  greedy 

eyes 
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eyes  to  fee  him  fufFer,  went  back  with  weej^ 
ing  eyes  when  they  faw  him  dead  ;  their  con- 
fciences,  perhaps,  bearing  witnefs  to  them, 
that  they  had  finned  in  being  guilty  of"  Tuch 
innocent  blood. 

See  his  chara^fler  by  lord  Clarendon  :  **  It 
was  within  one  week  after  the  king's  return 
from  Scotland,  that  Abbot  died  at  his  houfe 
at  Lambeth.  The  king  took  very  little  time 
to  confider  who  fhould  be  his  fucceffor^  but 
the  very  next  time  the  bifl-iop  of  London  (who 
was  longer  on  his  way  home  than  the  king 
had  been)  came  to  him,  his  majcfty  entertain- 
ir.g  him  very  chearfully  With  this  coniptila- 
tion.  My  lord's  grace  of  Canterbury  you  are 
very  welcome,  and  gave  order  the  fame  day 
for  the  difpatch  of  all  the  necefTary  forms  for 
the  tranflation:  fo  that  within  a  month,  or 
thereabouts,  after  the  death  of  the  other  arch- 
bifhop,  he  was  compleatly  invefled  in  that 
high  dignity,  and  fettled  in  his  palace  at  Lam- 
beth. 

This  great  prelate  had  been  before  in  great 
favour  with  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  whofe 
chief  confidant  he  was,  and  by  him  recom- 
mended to  the  king,  as  fitted  to  be  trufled  in 
the  conferring  of  all  ecclcfiaflical  preferments, 
when  he  was  but  bi{hop  of  St.  David*s,  or 
newly  preferred  to  Bath  and  Wells;  and  from 
that  time  he  entirely  governed  that  province, 
without  a  rival;  fo  that  his  promotion  to  Can- 
terbury was  long  forefeen,  and  expetfted^  nor 

was 
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y/as  It  attended  with  any  increafe  of  envy,  or 
diflike. 

He  was  a  man  of  great  parts,  and  very  ex- 
emplary virtues,  allayed  and  difcredited  by 
forae  unpopular  natural  infirmities  ;  the  greateft 
of  which  was  (befides  a  hafty,  fharp  way  of 
exprefiing  himfelf )  that  he  believed  innocence 
of  heart,  and  integrity  of  manners,  was  a  guard 
(Irong  enough  tofecure  any  man  in  his  voyage 
through  this  world,  in  what  company  foever 
he  travelled,  and  through  what  way  foever  he 
was  topafs  :  and  fure  never  any  man  was  bet- 
ter fupplied  with  that  provifion.  He  was  born 
of  honeft  parents,  who  were  well  able  to  pro- 
vide for  his  education  in  the  fchools  of  learn- 
ing, from  whence  they  fent  him  to  St.  John's 
college  in  Oxford,  the  worft  endowed  at  that 
time  of  any  in  that  famous  univerfity.  From 
a  fcholar  he  became  a  fellow,  and  then  the 
prefident  of  the  college,  after  he  had  received 
all  the  graces,  and  degrees  (the  prodorfhip 
and  the  dodorfhip)  could  be  obtained  there. 
He  was  always  maligned  and  pcrfecuted  by 
thofe  who  were  of  the  Calvinian  fadion,  which 
was  then  very  powerful,  and  who,  according 
to  their  ufual  maxim  and  pradice,  call  every 
man  they  do  not  love,  Papiil ;  and,  under  this 
fenfelefs  appellation,  they  created  him  many 
troubles  and  vexations  ;  and  fo  far  fupprefTed 
him,  that  though  he  was  the  king's  chaplain, 
and  taken  notice  of  for  an  excellent  preacher, 
and  a  fcholar  of  the  mod  fublime  parts,  he  had 
not  any  preferment  to  invite  him  to  leave  his 

poor 
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poor  college,  which  only  gave  him  bread,  till 
the  vigour  of  his  age  was  paft  :  and  when  he 
was  promoted  by  king  James,  it  was  but  to  a 
poor  bilhopric  in  Wales,  which  was  not  fo 
good  a  fupport  for  a  bifhop,  as  his  college  was 
for  a  private  fcholar,  though  a  do6lor. 

Parliaments  in  that  time  were  very  frequent, 
and  grew  very  bufy,  and  the  party,  under 
which  he  had  fuffered  a  continual  perfecution, 
appeared  very  powerful,  and  full  of  defign, 
and  they  who  had  the  courage  to  oppofe  them, 
begun  to  be  taken  notice  of  with  approbation, 
and  countenance :  under  this  ftile  he  <^me  to 
be  firft  cherifhed  by  the  duke  of  Buckingham, 
who  had  made  fome  experiments  of  the  temper 
and  fpirit  of  the  other  people,  nothing  to  his 
fatisfaftion.  From  this  time  he  profpered  at 
the  rate  of  his  own  wifhes,  and  being  tranf- 
planted  out  of  his  cold  barren  diocefs  of  St. 
David's,  into  a  warmer  climate,  he  was  left, 
as  was  faid  before,  by  that  great  favourite,  in 
that  great  trufl  with  the  king;  who  was  fuf- 
ficiently  indifpofed  towards  the  perfons,  of 
the  principles  of  Calvin's  difciples. 

When  he  came  into  great  authority,  it  may 
be,  he  retained  too  keen  a  memory  of  thofe 
who  had  fo  unjuflly,  and  uncharitably  perfe- 
cuted  him  before  ;  and  I  doubt,  was  to  far 
tranfported  with  the  fame  paflions  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  complain  of  in  his  adverfaries,  that,  as 
they  accufed  him  of  popery,  becaufe  he  had 
fome  dodrinal  opinions  which  they  liked  not, 
though  they  were  nothing  allied  to  popery  ; 

fo 
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fo  he  entermined  too  much  prejudice  to  fom6 
perfons,  as  if  they  were  enemies  to  the  difci- 
pline  of  the  church,  becaufe  they  concurred 
with  Calvin  in  fome  do6lrinal  points  ;  when 
they  abhorred  his  difcipline,  and  reverenced 
the  government  of  the  church,  and  prayed  for 
the  peace  of  it  with  as  much  zeal  and  ferven- 
cy as  any  in  the  kingdom  ;  as  they  made  ma* 
nifefl  in  their  lives,  and  in  their  fufFerings 
with  it,  and  for  it.  He  had,  from  his  firll:  en- 
trance into  the  world,  without  any  difguife, 
or  diilimulation,  declared  his  own  opinion  of 
that  clafs  of  men,  and,  as  foon  as  it  was  in 
his  power,  he  did  all  he  could  to  hinder  the 
growth  and  increafe  of  that  fadion,  and  to  re- 
llrain  thofe  who  were  inclined  to  it,  from  do* 
ing  the  mifchief  they  defired  to  do.  But  his 
power  at  court  could  not  enough  qualify  him 
to  go  through  with  that  difficult  reformation, 
vvhilrt  he  had  a  fuperior  in  the  church,  who^ 
having  the  reigns  in  his  hand,  could  flacken 
them  according^  to  his  own  humour,  and  in- 
difcretion  ;  and  was  thought  to  be  the  more 
reraifs,  to  irritate  his  choleric  difpofition.  But 
when  he  had  now  the  primacy  in  his  own 
hand,  the  king  being  infpired  with  the  fame 
zeal,  he  thought  he  fhould  be  to  blame,  and 
have  much  to  anfwer  for,  if  he  did  not  make 
hafte  to  apply  remedies  to  thofe  difeafes, 
which  he  faw  would  grow  apace. 

The  archbifhop  had,  all  his  life,  eminently 
oppofed  Calvin's  doftrine  in  thofe  controver- 
sies, before  the  name  of  Arminius  was   taken 
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notice  of,  or  his  opinions  heard  of ;  and  there- 
upon, for  want  of  another  name,  they  had  cal- 
led him  a  papift,  which  nobody  believed  him 
to  be,  and  he  had  more  manifefted  the  contrary 
in  his  difputatioDs  and  writings,  than  moll 
men  had  done  ;  and  it  may  be  the  other  found 
the  more  fevere,  and  rigorous  ufage  from  him, 
for  their  propagating  that  calumny  againft 
him.  He  was  a  man  of  great  courage  and 
refolution,  and  being  mofl:  affured  within  him  • 
felf,  that  he  propofed  no  end  in  all  his  alliens 
anddefigns,  but  what  was  pious  andjuft  (as 
fure  no  man  had  ever  a  heart  more  entire  to 
the  king,  the  church,  or  his  country)  he  ne- 
ver ftudied  the  eafiell  ways  to  thofe  ends;  he 
thought,  it  may  be,  that  any  art  or  induftry 
that  way,  would  difcredit,  at  leaft  make  the 
integrity  of  the  end  fufpefted,  let  the  caufe  be 
what  it  will.  He  did  court  perfons  too  little; 
nor  cared  to  make  his  defigns  and  purpofes  ap- 
pear as  candid  as  they  were,  by  fhewing  them 
in  any  other  drefs  than  their  own  natural  beau- 
ty, though  perhaps  in  too  rough  a  manner ; 
and  did  not  confider  enough  what  men  faid, 
or  were  like  to  fay  of  him .  If  the  faults  and 
vices  were  fit  to  be  looked  into  and  difcover- 
ed,  let  the  perfons  be  who  they  would  that 
were  guilty  of  them,  they  were  fure  to  find  no 
connivance  of  favour  from  him.  He  intended 
the  difcipline  of  the  church  Ihould  be  felt, 
as  well  as  fpoken  of,  and  that  it  fhould  be  ap- 
plied to  the  greateft  and  moll  fplendid  tranf- 
grelTors,    as   well  as    to    the  punilhment   of 
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fmaller  offences,  and  meaner  offenders;  and 
thereupon  called  for,  or  cherifned  the  diicove- 
ry  of  thofe  who  were  not  careful  to  cover  then- 
own  iniquities,  thinking  they  were  above  the 
reach  of  other  men,  or  their  power,  or  will  to 
chafrife.  Perfons  of  honour  and  great  quality-, 
of  the  court  and  of  the  country,  were  everyday 
cited  into  the  high  com  mi fiion  court,  upon  the 
fame  of  their  incontinence,  or  other  fcandal  in 
their  lives,  and  were  there  profecuted  to  their 
fhame  and  punifhment :  and  as  the  (harae 
(which  they  called  an  infolent  triumph  upon 
their  "degree  and  quality,  and  levelling  them 
with  the  common  people)  was  never  forgotten, 
but  watched  for  revenge  ;  fo  the  lines  impofed 
there  were  the  more  queftioned,  and  repined 
againft,  becaufe  they  were  afTigned  to  the  re- 
building and  repairing  St.  Paul's  church;  a.id 
thought  therefore  to  he  the  more  feverely  impof- 
ed,and  the  lefscompaflionately  reduced  and  ex- 
cufed  :  which  likewiie  made  the  jurifdidion 
and  rigour  of  the  Star-chamber  more  felt,  and 
murmured  againil,  and  ftiarpened  many  mens 
humours  againft  the  bifhops,  before  they  had 
any  ill  intentions  towards  the  church. 

The  archbilhop,  guided  purely  by  his  zeal 
and  reverence  for  the  place  of  God's  fervice, 
and  by  the  canons  and  injun<^ions  of  the 
church,  with  thecuftom  obferved  in  the  king's 
chapel,  and  in  moft  cathedral  churches,  with- 
out confidering  the  long  intermiffion  and  dif-. 
continuation  in  many  other  places,  profecuted 
this  affair  more  paffionately  than  was  fit  for  the 
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feafon  ;  and  had  prejudice  againfl:  thofe,  who 
out  of  fear,  or  forefight,  or  not  underftanding 
the  thing,  had  not  the  fame  warmth  to  pro- 
mote it.  Ihe  biihops  who  had  been  prefer- 
red by  his  favour,  or  hoped  to  be  fo,  were  at 
leaft  as  follicitous  to  bring  it  to  pafs  in  the;r 
feveral  diocefles ;  and  fomeof  them  with  more 
paifion,  and  lefs  circumfpeftion,  than  they  had 
his  example  for,  or  than  he  approved  ;  profe- 
cuting  thofe  who  oppofed  them,  very  fiercely, 
and  fometimes  unwarrantably,  which  was  kept 
in  remembrance.  WhilJl  other  bifhops,  not 
fo  many  in  number,  or  fo  valuable  in  weight, 
who  had  not  been  beholden  to  him,  nor  had 
any  hope  of  being  fo,  were  enough  contented 
to  give  perfunctory  orders  for  the  doing  it, 
and  to  fee  tlie  execution  of  thofe  orders  not 
minded  ;  and  not  the  lefs  pleafed  to  find, 
that  the  prejudice  of  that  whole  tranfadion 
refiedled  folely  upon  the  archbilhop. 

The  archbirhop  had  not  been  long  in  that 
poft,  when  there  was  another  great  alteration 
in  the  court  by  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Port- 
iand,  high-treafurer  of  England  ;  a  man  fo 
jealous  of  the  archbilhop's  credit  with  the 
king,  that  he  always  endeavoured  to  lefTen  it 
by  all  the  arts  and  ways  he  could;  which  he 
wasfo  far  from effedling,  that,  as  it  ufually  falls 
out,  when  paffion  and  malice  make  acculation, 
by  fuggefting  many  particulars  which  the 
king  knew  to  be  untrue,  or  believed  to  be  no 
faults,  he  rather  confirmed  his  majefty's  judg- 
ment of  him,  and  prejudiced  his  own  reputa- 
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tation.  His  death  caufed  no  grief  in  the 
archbifhop  ;  who  was  upon  it  made  one  of  the 
commiflioners  of  the  treafury,  and  revenue, 
which  he  had  reafon  to  be  forry  for,  becaufe 
it  engaged  him  in  civil  bufmefs,  and  matters  of 
ftate,  wherein  he  had  little  experience,  and 
which  he  had  hitherto  avoided.  But  being 
obliged  to  it  now  by  his  truft,  he  entered  upon 
it  with  his  natural  earneftnefs  and  warmth, 
making  it  his  principal  care  to  advance,  and 
improve  the  king's  revenue,  by  all  the  ways 
which  were  offered,  and  fo  hearkened  to  all 
informations  and  prepo/itions  of  that  kind  ; 
and  having  not  had  experience  of  that  tribe  of 
people,  who  deal  in  that  traffic  (a  con- 
fident, fenfelefs,  and  for  the  moft  part  a  naugh- 
ty people)  he  was  foraetimes  milled  by  them, 
to  think  better  of  fome  projedls  than  they  de- 
ferved  ;  but  then  he  was  fo  entirely  devoted  to 
what  would  be  beneficial  to  the  king,  that  all 
propofitions  and  defigns,  which  we^-e  for  the 
profit  (only  or  principally)  of  particular  per- 
fons,  how  great  foever,  were  oppofed  and  crof- 
fed,  and  very  often  totally  fuppreifed,  and 
flif^ed  in  their  birth,  by  his  power  and  autho- 
rity ;  which  created  him  enemies  enough  in 
the  court,  and  many  of  ability  to  do  mifchief; 
who  knew  well  how  to  recompenfe  difcourte* 
fies,^  which  they  always  called  injuries. 

The  revenue  of  too  many  of  the  court  con- 
Med  principally  in   enclofures,   and  improve- 
ments of  that  nature,   which  he  flill  oppofed 
paHionateiy,  except  they  were  founded  upon 
C  z  law: 
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Jaw;  and  then,  if  it  would  bring  profit  to 
the  king,  how  old  and  obfoictc  foever  the  law 
was,  he  thought  he  might  julHy  advife  the 
profecution.  And  fo  he  did  a  little  too  much 
countenance  the  commiffion  concerning  depo- 
pulation, which  brought  much  charge  and  trou- 
ble upon  the  people,  ^nd  was  iikewife  cafl: 
'Upon  his  account. 

He  had  obferved,  and  knew  it  muft  be  fo, 
that  the  principal  officers  of  the  revenue,  who 
governed  the  affairs  of  money,  had  always  ac- 
xefs  to  the  king,  and  fpent  more  time  with 
him  in  private  than  any  of  his  fervants,  or 
■counfellors,  and  had  thereby  frequent  oppor- 
tunities to  do  good  or  ill  offices  to  many  men; 
of  which  he  had  had  experience,  when  the  earl 
of  Portland  was  treafurer,  and  the  lord  Cot- 
tington  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ;  neither 
of  them  being  his  friends  ;  and  the  latter  ftill 
enjoying  his  place,  and  having  his  former  ac- 
cefs,  and  fo  continuing  a  joint  commiffioner  of 
the  treafury  with  him,  and  underftanding  that 
province  much  better.  Hill  oppofed,  and  com- 
monly carried  every  thing  againft  him  ;  fo 
that  he  was  weary  of  the  toil  and  vexation  of 
that  bufmefs ;  as  all  other  men  were,  and  Hill 
are,  of  the  delays  which  are  in  all  difpatches 
in  that  office,  whilft  it  is  executed  by  commif- 
iion. 

The  treafurer's  is  the  greateft  office  of  bene- 
fit in  the  kingdom,  and  the  chief  in  prece- 
<lence,  next  the  archbifhop's,  and  the  great- 
feal  3  fo  that  the  eyes  of  all  men  were  at  gaze 

who 
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wlio  fhould  have  this  great  office;  and  the 
greateft  of  the  nobility,  who  were  in  the  chief 
employments,  looked  upoa  it  as  rhe  prise  of 
one  of  them  ;  fuch  offices  commonly  making 
way  for  more  removes  and  preferments ;  when, 
on  a  fudden  the  ftaff  was  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  hifhop  of  London,  a  man  fo  unknov.n, 
that  his  name  was  fcarce  heard  of  in  the  king- 
dom, who  had  been,  wfthin  two  years  before, 
but  a  private  chaplain  to  the  king,  and  the 
preiident  of  a  poor  college  in  Oxford.  This 
inflamed  more  men  than  were  angry  before, 
and  no  doj^t  did  not  only  fiiarpen  the  edge 
of  envy  and  malice  againft  the  archbilhop 
(who  was  the  known  architcft  of  this  new 
fabric)  but  m.oft  unjuftly  indifpofed  many  to- 
Nvards  the  church  itfelf,  which  they  looked  up- 
on as  the  gulf  ready  to  fw allow  all  tlie  great:, 
offices,  there  being  others  in  view,  of  that  robe. 
who  were  ambitious  enough  to  expe£l  tht 
reft. 

In  the  mean  time  the  archblfljop  hImfcU-' 
was  infinitely  pleafed  with  what  was  done<, 
and  unhappily  believed  he  had  provided  :. 
fironger  fupport  for  the  chmxh;  and  ncvc^ 
abated  anything  of  his  feverity,  and  rioou;- 
towards  men  of  all  conditions  ;  or  in  the  fija!  p  - 
uefs  of  his  language,  and  expreffiont,  \vhi<  ri 
was  fo  natural  to  him,  that  he  coold  not  de- 
bate any  thing  without  fome  commotion, 
''A'hen  the  aigirment  was  not  of  moment,  nor 
bearcontradiilion  in  debate,  even  in  the  coun- 
cil, where  all  men  are  equally  free,  with  that. 
C  3  patience 
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patience  and  temper  that  was  neceflary  ;  of 
which,  they  who  v.dfhed  him.  not  well,  took 
many  advantages,  and  would  therefore  con- 
tradidl  him,  that  he  might  be  tranfported 
with  fome  indecent  paflion  ;  which,  upon  a 
ftort  recolledion,  he  was  always  forry  for, 
and  moll  readily  and  heartily  would  make  ac- 
knowledgement. No  man  fo  willingly  made 
unkind  ufe  of  all  thofe  occafions,  as  the  lord 
Cottington,  who,  being  a  mailer  of  temper, 
and  of  the  moll  profound  diiTimulation,  knew 
too  wtll  how  to  lead  him  into  a  miflake,  and 
then  drive  him  into  choler,  and  then  expofe 
him  upon  the  matter,  and  the  manner,  to  the 
judgment  of  the  company  ;  and  he  chofe  to 
do  this  moll,  when  the  king  was  prefent  j  and 
then  he  would  dine  with  him  the  next  day. 

The  king,  who  was  exceflively  affeded  to 
hunting,  and  the  fports  of  the  field,  had  a 
great  deflre  to  make  a  great  park  for  Red,  as 
well  as  fallow  deer,  between  Richmond  and 
Hampton- court,  where  he  had  large  wafles  of 
hjs  own,  and  great  parcels  of  wood,  which 
made  it  very  fit  for  the  ufe  he  defigned  it  to  ; 
but  as  fome  pariflies  had  commons  in  .thofe 
walies,  fo,  many  gentlemen  and  farmers,  had 
good  houles,  and  good  farms  intermingled 
with  thofe  walles,  of  their  own  inheritance,  or 
for  their  lives,  or  yeais;  and  without  taking 
of  them  into  the  park,  it  would  not  be  of  the 
largenefs,  or  for  the  ufe  propofed.  His  ma- 
jelly  defired  to  puTchafe  thofe  knds,  and  was 
very  willing  tp  buy  them   upon  hig.her  terms 

than 
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than  the  people  could  fell  them  at  to  any  body 
elfe,  if  they  had  occafioii  to  part  with  them  ; 
and  thought  it  no  unreafonai3le  thing,  upon 
thofe  terms,  to  expedt  this  from  his  fubjetts  ; 
and  fo  he  employed  his  own  furveyor,  and 
other  of  his  officers,  to  treat  with  the  owners 
many  whereof  were  his  own  tenants,  whole 
farms  would  atlafl  expiie. 

The  major  part  of  the  people  were  in  a 
Aiorttime  prevailed  with,  but  many  very  ob- 
ilinately  refuf^dj  and  a  genileman,  who  had 
the  bell  eftate,  with  a  convenient  heufe,  and 
gardens,  would  by  no  means  part  with  it; 
and  the  king  being  as  earned:  to  compafs  it, 
it  made  a  great  noile,  as  if  the  king  would  take 
away  m-ens  eilates  at  his  own  pleafure.  I'he 
bilhop  of  London,  who  was  treaiurer,  and 
the  lord  Cottington,  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, were,  from  the  firll  entering  upon  it, 
veryaverfe  to  the  defign,  not  only  from  the 
murmur  of  the  people,  but  becaufe  the  pur- 
chafe  of  the  land,  and  the  making  a  brick-wali 
about  fo  large  a  parcel  of  ground  (for  it  is 
near  ten  miles  about)  would  coll  a  greatci 
fum  of  money  than  they  could  eauly  provide, 
cr  than  they  thought  ought  to  be  facri- 
ficed  to  fuch  an  occaiion  :  and  the  lord  Cotr 
tington  (who  was  more  foUicited  by  the 
country  people,  and  heard  moll  of  their  mur- 
murs) took  the  bufmefs  moil  to  heart,  and  ci>- 
deavoured  by  all  the  ways  he  could,  and  by 
frequent  importunities,  to  divert  his  majefty 
from  purfuing  it,  and  pat  all  delays,  he  couid 
C  4.  well 
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wel!  do,  in  the  bargains  which  were  to  be 
made  ;  till  the  king  grew  very  angry  Vviih 
him,  and  told  him,  "  He  was  refclved  to  go 
through  wiih  it,  and  had  already  caufed  brick 
to  be  burned,  and  much  of  the  wall  to  be 
i)ullt  upon  his  own  land:"  upon  which  Cot- 
tington  thought  fit  to  acquiefce. 

The  building  the  wall  before  people  con- 
fented  to  part  with  their  land,  or  their  com- 
mon, locked  to  them  as  if  by  degrees  they 
fhould  be  fhut  out  from  both,  and  increafed 
the  murmur  and  noife  of  the  people,  wha 
were  not  concerned,  as  well  as  of  them  who 
were  :  and  it  was  too  rear  London  not  to  be 
the  common  difcourfe.  The  archbifnop  (who 
d?fired  exceedingly  that  the  king  fiiould  be 
pofTefied  as  much  of  the  hearts  or  the  people 
as  was  poilibie,  at  leaft  that  they  fhould  have 
no  juil  caufe  to  complain)  meeting  with  it, 
Tefolved  to  fpeak  to  the  king  of  it;  which  he 
did;  and  received  fuch  an  anfwer  from  him, 
that  he  thought  his  majelly  rather  not  inform- 
ed enough  of  the  inconveniencieF,  and  mii- 
chiefs  of  the  thing,  than  pofitively  refolved 
not  to  defift  from  it.  Wheiejpon  ote  day  he 
took  the  lordCottington  afide  (being  informed 
that  hedifliked  it)  and  told  him,  "  He  Ihould 
do  very  well  to  give  the  king  good  counfel, 
a :)d  to  withdraw  him  from  a  refolution,  in 
which  his  honour  and  juftice  vva.s  i'o  much 
called  in  quertion."  Cotcington  anfwered  him 
very  gravely,  '*  That  the  thing  defigned  was 
very  lawful,  and  that  he  thought  the  king  re- 
folved 
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iblved  very  well,  fince  the  place  lay  (o  conve- 
liient  for  his  winter  exercife,  and  that  he  would- 
by  it  not  be  compelled  to  make  ib  long  jour- 
seys  as  he  ufed  to. do,  in  that  feafon  or  the 
year,  for  his  fport,  and  that  nobody  ought  to 
diiTuade  him  from  it." 

The  archbifhop  inftead  of  finding  a  concur- 
rence from  him,  as  he  expesfted,  feeing  him- 
felf  reproached  upon  the  matter  foF  his  opi- 
nion,  grew  into  much  pafiion,.  telling 
him,  "  Such  men  as  he  would  ruin 
the  king,  and  make  him  Icfe  the  afFedions  of 
his  fubjeds ;  that  for  his  own  part,  as  he 
had  begun,  fo  he  would  go  on  to  diiTuade  the 
king  from  proceeding  in  fo  ill  a  counfel,  and 
that  he  hoped  it  would  appear  who  had  been 
his  counfeiloi;."  Cottington,  glad  to  fee  him  (a- 
foon  hot,  and  refolved  to  inflame  him  more, 
very  calmly  replied  to  him,  "  that  he  thought 
a  man  could  not,  with  a  good  confeience>  hin- 
der the  king  from  purfuing  his  refolutions,  and 
that  it  could  not  but  proceed  from  want  of  af- 
fection to  his  perfon,  and  he  was  not  (\ire  that 
it  might  not  be  high-treafon.'*  The  other, 
upon  the  wildnefs  of  his  difcourfe,  in  great  an~- 
ger  afked  him,  **  Why  r  from  whence  he  had 
received  that  dodlrine  ?'*  He  faid,  with  the 
fame  temper,  **  They  who  did  not  vvifli  the 
king's  health,  could  not  love  him  ;  and  they 
who  went  about  to  hinder  his  taking  recrea- 
tion, which  preferved  his  health,  might  be 
thought,  for  ought  he  knew,  guilty  of  the 
higheil  crimes."  Upon  which  the  archbifhop, 
C  5  m 
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in  great  rage,  and  with  many  reproaches,  left 
him,  and  either  prefently,  or  upon  the  next 
opportunity,  told  the  king,  "  that  he  now 
knew  who  was  his  great  counfellor  for  making 
his  park,  and  that  he  did  not  wonder  that  men 
duift  not  reprefent  any  arguments  to  the  con- 
trary, or  let  his  majefty  know  how  much  he 
fufFered  in  it,  vvhenfuch  principles  in  divinity 
^nd  law  were  laid  down  to  terrify  them  ;"  and 
fo  recounted  to  him  the  conference  he  had 
with  the  'ord  Cottington,  bitterly  inveighing 
againft  him,  and  his  dcdtrine,  m.entioning 
him  with  all  tbe  Iharp  reproaches  imaginable, 
and  btfeeching  his  majefty,  that  his  counfel 
might  not  prevail  with  him,  taking  fome  pains 
to  make  his  ccnclufions  appear  very  falfe,  and 
ridiculoiAS  ^ 

The  king  faid  no  more,  but,  "  My  lord, 
ycu  are  deceived,  Cottington  is  too  hard  ior 
ycu  ;  upon  my  word  he  hath  not  only  dif- 
faaded  me  more,  and  given  more  reaibns  a- 
gainil  this  bufinefs,  than  all  the  men  in  Eng« 
land  have  done,  but  hath  really  obftru^led  the 
work  by  net  doing  his  duty,  as  I  commanded 
him, for  which  I^avebeeft  very  much  difpleafed 
v^^ith  him:  you  fee  how  unjulUy  your  paflior^ 
^alh  tranfported  yoo."  By  which  reprehen- 
^on  he  found  how  much  he  had  been  abufed, 
^d  rcfented  it  accordingly. 

Whatfoever  was  the  caufe  of  it,  this  excel- 
Jer,^  man,  who  flood  not  upon  the  advantage 
ground  before,  from  the  time  of  his  promo-. 
ii©5  tQ  the  ^chbifnopric,   or  rather  from  that, 

©f 
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of  his  being  cominiiiloner  of  th«  treafurj',  ex- 
eeetiingly  provoked,  or  underwent  theerjv. , 
and  reproach,  and  malice  of  aien  of  all  qua- 
lities and  conditions;  who  agreed  in  nothing 
clfe  :  all  which,  though  well  enough  known 
to  him,  were  'not  enough  confidered  by  him, 
who  believed,  as  molt  men  did,  the  govern- 
ment to  be  fo  firmly  fettled,  that  it  could  nei- 
ther be  fhaken  from  within,  nor  without,  and 
that  lefs  than  a  general  confiifion  of  law  and 
gofpel,  could  not  hurt  him  ;  which  was  true 
too ;  but  he  did  not  forefee  how  eafHy  that  con- 
fufion  might  be  brought  to  pafs,  as  it  proved 
&Qrtly  to  bej  as  we  have  already  related. 


^•F 
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The   life    of 

Edmund    L  u  d  l  o  w. 


EDmund  Ludlow,  a  ringleader  of 
,  the  republican -party,  in  the  civil  wars  of 
the  laft  century,  was  defcended  from  a  family" 
of  coniiderable  rank,  originally  feated  in 
Shropfhire  ;  but  removing  thence,  it  after- 
wards fettkd  in  Wiltflnre  :  and  he  was  born 
at  Maiden- Bradley  in  that  county,  about  the 
year  1620. 

His  parents,  refolving  to  give  him  an  edu- 
cation fwitable  to  his  birth,  fent  him  from 
fchool  to  Trinity-college  in  Oxford  ;  where, 
having  gone  through  the  ufual  academical 
fiudies,  he  took  the  degree  of  batchelor  of 
arts,  November  14,  1636.  After  which  he 
was  rem-oved  to  the  Temple,  in  order  to  ac- 
quire a  competent  knowledge  in  the  laws  and 
conilitution  of  his  country,  fo  as  to  recommend 
him  to  a  feat  in  parliament,  where  his  ancef- 
tors  had  frequently  reprefented  the  county. 

His  behaviour  was  anfwsrable  to  the  hopes 
and  expedlations  of  his  father,  Sir  Henry  Lud- 
low, knight,  who  being  chofen  for  the  county 
in  the  long  parliament,  v/hich  met  the  third 
of  November  1640,  arrd  entering  with  great 
zeal  into  jLtie  party  againft  the  court,  his  con- 
duce 
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du£t  and  encouragement  had  fuch  an  influ- 
ence on  his  fon,  that  he  not  only  very  early 
declared  himfelf  on  that  fide,  but  alfo  took  up 
arms  the  firfl:  opportunity  that  offered:  for 
while  he  was  a  ftudentin  the  Temple,  he  en- 
gaged with  feveral  others  in  a  kind  of  military 
afiociation,  and  they  afterwards  inlifled  as  vo« 
lunteers  in  the  earl  of  ElTex's  life-guard;  and 
being  in  the  firft  pitched  battle  between  king 
Charles  L  and  his  parliament,  called  the  battle 
of  Edge-hill  ;  which  was^fought  on  Sunday 
the  twenty-third  of  Odlober  1642  :  of  which 
he  has  given  us  a  very  particular,  and,  feem- 
ingly,  impartial  account,  fo  far  as  he  wars  con- 
cerned. He  was  foon  afterwards  raifed  by  Sir 
Edward  Hungerford,  general  of  the  parliament 
army,  to  the  command  of  a  troop  of  horfe, 
and  being  made  governor  of  Windfor-caflle, 
he  maintained  tliat  poU  for  ten  months,  withr 
out  any  afliilance,  for  the  parliament,  which 
had  held  out  only  fix  days  for  the  king  j  yisld- 
ing,  he  was  carried  prifoner  to  Oxford, 
where  they  offered  him  the  liberty  of  the  city 
upon  his  parole  ;  but  as  they  would  not  in 
that  cafe  give  him  the  freedom  of  vifiting  his 
friends  in  the  caftle,  he  chofe  to  remain  with 
them  in  confinement;  from  whence,  in  about 
three  weeks  time,  he  was  releafed,  by  ex- 
change, and  went  to  London.  Where  being 
appointed  fherifF  of  Wilts,  he  accepted  a 
majority  in  Sir  Arthur  Haflings's  regiment  of 
horfe,  in  the  Wellern  fervice  ;'  and  in  the 
iollowingfummerjhe  raifed  a  regiment  in  con- 

fcqusnce 
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fequence  of  a  commlflion  from  Sir  William 
Waller  j  and  having  done  the  parliaraent  con- 
fiderable  fervice,  in  reducing  feveral  places, 
he  joined  Sir  William  Waller  with  about  five 
hundred  horfe,  and  was  engaged  m  the  ie- 
cond  battle  fought  at  Newberry,  in  which  he 
loft  his  kinfman,  Gabriel  Ludlow,  who  was 
much  lamented  by  him. 

Soon  after  ths  the  difputes  between  the  pan- 
liamentarlans  began  to  run  very  high,  and  at 
laft  produced  the  lamous  felf-denying  ordi- 
nance, by  means  of  which  the  earls  of  Eflex 
and  Manchefter  (rigid  prefbyterians)  and  Sir 
William  Waller,  were  difmiffed  from  their  fe- 
veral commands,  and  with  them  colonel  Lud- 
low, who  came  not  into  play  again  in  any 
poft  civil  or  military,  till  1645,  when  he  was 
chofen  knight  of  the  (hire,  to  reprefent  thj 
county  of  Wilts,  in  the  room  of  his  father,, 
who  died  in  1643. 

On  the  furrender  of  the  king  to  the  Scots, 
the  colonel,  as  one  of  the  members  for  Wilty, 
was  commiffioned  to  pay  off  major  Malfey's^ 
brigade,  which  he  and  alderman  Allen,  the 
other  reprelentative  for  that  county,  did  at 
the  Devizes. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Eflex, 
which  happened  the  thirteenth  of  September 
1646,  Cromwel  entered  into  a  converfation 
Tvith  colonel  Ludlow,  wherein  he  expreifed  fo 
much  dillike  againft  the  parliament,  and  fo  ex- 
tolled the  army,  that  the  colonel  was  per- 
fuaded  hs  had  already  conceived  the  defign  of 

deHroying: 
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dcftroying  the  civil  authority,  aad  fetting  up 
for  himfdf,  and  was  founding  whether  he  was 
a  fit  inllrument  to  be  employed  to  thofe  ends  : 
but  he  returned  fuch  an  anfwer,  as  made 
Cromwell  never  fpeak  to  him  again  on  tha^ 
fubje^l,  though  upon  another  occafion  he 
ufed  very  indecent  exprefjons  to  him  in  the 
houfe,  tending  to  the  fame  purpofe.  When 
the  king  was  brought  from  Koimby  to  the 
army,  Ludlow  went  down  to  vifit  the  officers, 
where  com miffary- general  Ireton  apprehend- 
ing the  colonel  and  other  membors,  at  that 
time  friends  to  the  army,  might  be  jealous  of 
their  proceedings,  took  pains  to  fatisfy  him  j 
defiring  him  to  be  aiTured  of  their  fledfall  ad- 
herence to  the  public  intereft,  and  that  they 
intended  only  to  difpenfe  with  fuch  things  as 
were  not  material,  in  <prder  to  quiet  the  reftlefs 
fpirit  of  the  cavaliers,  till  they  could  put  them- 
ielves  into  a  condition  to  ferve  the  people  ef- 
fedually  :  but  he  adds,  he  could  not  approve 
of  their  practices.  It  appears  clearly  from 
eur  author's  memoirs,  that  he  looked  on  the 
agitators,  and  their  party  in  the  army,  as 
Haunch  commonwealth's  men,  and  therefore 
when  Cromwell,  on  their  growing  trouble- 
fome,  feized  twelve  of  them,  one  of  which  he 
caufed  to  be  {hot  dead  upon  the  fpot,  deliver- 
ing the  reft  over  to  the  cuftody  of  the  marlhal ; 
and  on  reporting  this  tranfadion  to  the  par- 
liament, had  the  thanks  of  th€  houfe  voted 
him  for  what  he  had  done;  our  author  dif. 
singui(hed  himfeify.  by,  giving,  as  loud  a  No 
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as  he  could.  After  the  parliament  had  pa/Ted' 
the  vote  for  non-addrefs  to  the  king,  and  pu- 
blifhed  their  declaration  for  bringing  him  to* 
a  tryal,  which  declaration  was  drawn  up  by 
colonel  Nathaniel  Fiennes,  colonel  Ludlow, 
Mr.  Holland,  and  another  member,  were  fent- 
down  to  Windfor  to  releafe  captain  Reynolds- 
and  the  others  (called  levellers)  feized,  as  a- 
bove-mentioned,  by  Cromwell ;  who  foon  af- 
ter procured  a  meeting  of  divers  leading  men^ 
amongflthe  preibyterians  and  independents, 
both  members  of  parliament  and  minifters, 
at  a  dinner  in  Wellminfter,  under  pretence  of 
endeavouring  a  reconciliation  between  the 
two  parties  ;  but  he  found  it  a  work  too  dif- 
ficult for  him  to  compofe  the  difFerences  be- 
tween thcfe  two  eccIefiaiHcal  interefls ;  one  of 
which,  fays  our  author,  could  endure  no  fu- 
perior,  the  other,  no  equal.  Wherefore,  find- 
ing this  produced  no  effedi,  he  contrived  ano- 
ther conference  to  be  held  in  King-llreet,  be- 
tween thofe  called  the  grandees  of  the  houfe 
2nd  army,  and  the  commonwealth's  men;  the- 
refult  of  which  may  be  feen  at  large  in  Lud- 
low's memoirs. 

When  Sir  Thomas  Glenham,  by  order  of 
the  Scots,  who  were  now  preparing  to  raifa 
forces  to  releafe  the  king  from  his  confinement 
at  Cariibrook  in  the  ifle  of  Wight,  had  feized 
uponCarlille  ;  the  parliament  refolving  to  re- 
inforce the  militia  of  each  county,  fent  feveral 
of  their  members  into  their  refpedtive  coun- 
ties to  give  life  to  their  preparations,  and 

amongft 


EDMUND    LUDLOW.     41 

i^mongft  them  the  colonel  was  fent  into  Wilt- 
ihire,  where  he  foon  brought  them  to  agree  to 
the  raiHng-  two  regiments  of  foot  and  one  of 
horfe.  And  foon  after  Oliver  Cromwel  find- 
ing difficulties  encreafing  in  the  way,  took 
an'opportunity  of  making  his  complaints,  a-ndr 
alking  the  advice  of  our  author,  which  he  yQ- 
ry  frankly  gave  him. 

'  After  the  defeat  of  the  Scotch  and  Engiifit 
army,  under  the  marquis  of  Hamilton  and 
Sjr  Marmadnke  Langdale,  by  Cromwell,  co- 
lonel Ludlow  went  down  to  Sir  Thomas 
Fairfax,  then  lying  before  Colchefter,  to  per- 
fuade  him  to  make  the  mofl;  of  the  power 
which  the  army  had  affumed,  in  order,  as  ha 
faid,  to  prevent  their  own  and  the  nation's 
ruin ;  to  convince  him  of  the  necefiity  or 
which,  he  laid  before  him  the  bad  confequences 
of  entering  into  a  treaty  with  the  king,  iiv 
fuch  ilrong  terms  that  the  army  in  a  very  f}iort 
time  adopted  his  fyllem,  and  drawing  nearer  to 
London,  in  order  to  favour  their  friends  in 
the  houfe,  Ireton  fent  a  meffage  to  our  author, 
**  That  now  he  hoped  the  army  fliouid- 
pleafe  him.'  "  Which,"  fays  he,  '*  I  mull 
acknowledge  they  did."  In  the  fame  fpirit, 
when  the  houfe,  on  his  majefty's  anfwer  from 
Nieuport,  voted  that  the  king's  concelTions 
were  ground  for  a  future  fettlement,  he  and' 
his  par^y  declared  their  difiatisfadlion,  and  re- 
tired to  confult  how  to  frullrate  that  vote. 
And  feveral  officers  coining  to  town  the  next 
day,   they   held,  a.  confukation    together,    in- 

which. 
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which,  after  concluding,  that  the  meafijres  ta- 
ken by  the  parliament  were  contrary  to  the 
trufl  repofcd  in  them,  it  was  refolved  the  army 
Ihould  endeavour  to  put  a  flop  to  fuch  pro- 
ceedings :  and  thereupon  our  author,  with 
two  other  members,  and  three  officers,  with- 
drew into  a  private  room,  where  they  agreed, 
as  the  beft  means  to  attain  the  end  of  the  a- 
hove  refolution,  "  That  the  army  fhould  be 
drawn  up  the  next  morning,  and  guards  placed 
in  Weftminfter-hall,  the  court  of  requtfls, 
and  the  lobb)',  that  none  might  be  permitted 
topafs  into  the  houfe  but  fuch  as  had  continu- 
ed faithful  to  the  public  interell."  How  they 
proceeded  in  the  profecution  of  this  moft  arbi- 
trary flretch  of  power  may  befeen  at  large  in 
our  hiftories. 

The  king  being,  in  confequence  of  the 
above  fteps,  taken  off,  and  the  houfe  of  peers 
voted  both  ufelefs  and  dangerous,  their  next 
confideration  was,  how  to  carry  on  the  execu- 
tive part  of  government ;  to  do  which  the 
better,  they  refolved  to  conflitute  a  council  of 
ftate,  and  im  powered  five  members  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  among  which  was  our  au. 
thor,  to  agree  upon  the  number  and  perfons 
fit  to  be  propofed  to  the  houfe  for  their  appro- 
bation. The  number  they  pitched  upon  was 
thirty- five,  four  of  whom  were  lords ;  to 
which  the  hoafe  added  the  above  five:  fo  that 
the  council  of  flale  confifled  of  foity  members. 
The  fame  five,  or  any  three  of  them,  were 
conllituted  a  committee,  to  receive  fatisfadion 
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touching  the  afFcdlions  of  the    public   interell 
of  every  member  who    had   not   fat    fince  the 
tryal  of  the   king,    and   to    report  the  fame, 
with  the  reafons  of  his  abfence,  to  the  houfe. 
The  Scots  having  received  and  proclaimed 
Charles  IL  for  their  king,   and   preparing  to 
march  with  an  army  inco  England,   to  compel 
the  people   of  that  kingdom  to  acknowledge 
him   in   the  fame   capacity  :  Cromwell,  who 
^as    recalled  from  Ireland  (and  on   Sir  Tho- 
mas Fairfax's   refufal  to  march  into  Scotland, 
was  made  captain  general   of   all  the  Englifh 
forces,)    one  day,   in  the  houfe,    told  colonel 
Ludlow,  that  he  obferved  an  alteration  in  his 
looks  and  carriage  towards  him,  and  defired  a 
conference  with  him,    which  was  confented  to 
by  our  author,  and  in  whichCromwell  propofed 
to  nominate    him    for    lieutenant-general    of 
horfe  in  Ireland,  and  one  of  the  commilFioners 
for  civil  affairs  in  that  kingdom.     But  the  co- 
lonel having   lately   married,   and  purchafed 
fome  lands,   by  which  he  had  embarraffed  his 
affairs  too  much  to  think  of  quitting  England 
till  they  were  put  into  fome  tolerable  order, 
he  would  not  feem  to   underftand  thofe  hints, 
and  even  oppofed  the  motion,  both  in  the  coun- 
cil of  fl-ate  and  in    the  houfe,    and   follicited 
Cromwell  not  to  infill  on  his  nomination,  j  but 
in  vain. 

Soon  after  this  conference  Oliver  Cromwell 
marched  to  Scotland,  from  whence  (after  the 
vidory  at  Dunbar)  he  fent  Ludlow  his  com- 
mifiion ;  the  parliament  alfo   ordered  a  thou- 
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fand  pounds  to  be  advanced  to  him  and  his- 
brother-commiffioncrs,  and  direded  the  fame 
fura  to  be  paid  them  yearly  :  they  alfo  raifed. 
for  him  a  troop  oF  borfe,  confilling  of  a  hun- 
dred men  armed  with  back,  breail,  and  head- 
pieces for  defence,  and  piftols  and  mufq^ue- 
toons  for  offence  3  and  advanced  them  two 
months  pay. 

The  lieutenant-general  fet  fail  for  Ireland 
in  the  beginning  of  January  1650,  and  ar-. 
rived,  after  a  Hiort  paiTage,  at  the  fort  of 
Duncarmon,.  Immediatly  he  went  to  pay  his 
refpc(?.s  to  the  lord-deputy,  who  ordered  his 
troop  into  good  quarters,  both  to  refrefh  thenH 
and  feafon  them  to  the  climate ;  it  having 
beenobferved,  that  the  English  horfe  were  not 
fit  for  fervice,  till  they  had  been  feafoned  for 
fome  time  with  the  air  and  provilTons  of  that 
country,  and  then  entered,  with  the  lieute- 
liant-general  and  the  other  commifiioners  from- 
England,  upon  the  confideration  of  the. 
adminiilration  of  juflice,  purfuant  to  the  in- 
ftrudions  fent  them  from  the  parliament.. 
Aftej  this,  our  author  went  to  the  army,  and. 
fignalized  himfclf  by  his  bravery  in  feveral 
anions,  the  particulars  of  which  he  has  given 
in  his  memoirs. 

Upon  the  death  of  Ireton,  which  happened 
November  twenty-fix  165!,  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  parliament  immediately  fent 
letters  to  all  the  officers  of  the  army,  which 
confined  of  upwards  of  two-and-twenty  thou-, 
fand  foot,  and  betv/een  feven  and  eight  "thou- 

faiid 
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'fand  horfe  and  dragoons,  to  yield  obedience  to 
our  lieutenant-general  ;  who,  on  the  com- 
miffioner's  promifing  to  affift  him,  took  upon 
himielf  the  chief  command,  till  it  fhould  be 
otherwife  determined  by  the  houfe. 

He  continued  flill  to  acl  with  the  utmoil 
vigour  in  the  redutvion  of  this  kingdom,  as 
'long  as  he  held  this  command.  In  the^mean 
time  he  conrtantly  exprefied  a  jealoufy  of 
Cromwell's  ambitious  views  ;  and  the  foHow- 
ing  year,  lieutenant-general  Fleetwood  was 
appointed  in  his  room,  as  well  to  prepare  the 
vvay  for  Cromwell's  intended  change,  as  to 
lefTen  our  author's  power,  of  whofe  oppofition. 
to  his  defigns  the  ufurper  was  very  jealous. 

But  while  thefe  things  were  tranfading  in 
England,  Ludlow  was  very  aftive  in  fuppref- 
fing  thofe  Irifh  who  ftill  continued  in  arms ; 
and  was  thus  employed  in  the  county  of  Fer- 
managh, when  he  received  advice,  that  Fleet- 
wood, having  landed  at  Waterford,  was  gone 
to  Kilkenny ;  thither  he  hartened  to  attend 
him  with  the  reft  of  the  commiffioners,  who 
for  that  purpofe  fet  outfrom  Dublin  ;  to  which 
city  Ludlow  returned  with  them,  after  he  had 
faluted  the  commander  in  chief,  and  afFured 
him  he  was  refolved  to  obey  his  orders ;  and 
he  was  foon  followed  by  Fleetwood  and  his 
family. 

The  war  in  Ireland  being  now  ended, 
wtiiile  Ludlow  and  the  commiflioners  were 
bufy  in  fettling  the  affiurs  of  that  nation, 
Cromwell  was  paving  his  way,  by  difTolving 

the 
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the  long  parliameut,  and  cajoling  the 
council  of  officers,  in  order  to  piay  the 
fuprcme  power  into  his  own  hands ;  which, 
confidering  the  variety  and  multiplicity  of 
obllacles,  he  eiFea:uated  in  a  very  fhort  pe- 
riod. But  the  news  reaching  Ireland,  of  iiis 
having  taken  upon  himfelf  the  title  and  office 
of  protedlor,  Ludlow  ufed  his  utmoft  endea- 
vours to  prevent  his  being  proclaimed  in  Ire- 
land ;  but  without  fuccefs  :  whereupon  he  re- 
fufed  to  a6l  any  longer  as  a  commiffioner  of 
the  parliament.  But  having  received  his  mi- 
litary commiffion  of  lieutenantTgeneral  of  the 
horfe,  from  the  parliament,  he  refolved  to 
keep  it  as  long  as  he  could,  and  to  3.Q.  under 
it,  in  order  to  obtain  thofe  ends  ;  the  princi- 
pal of  which,  fays  he,  were  to  bring  thofe  to 
juftice,  who  had  been  guilty  of  the  blood  of 
many  thoufands  of  Englifh  proteflaats,  and 
to  reftore  to  the  remaining  Englifii  the  lands 
which  the  Iriih  had  difpoileffed  them  of 

Not  long  after  the  departure  of  Henry 
Cromwell  from  Ireland,  who  was  fent  into 
that  kingdom  by  his  brother,  and  civilly  re- 
ceived by  Ludlow,  though  he  enveighed  much 
againft  the  ufurpation  of  Oliver, '  there  ap- 
peared much  difaffedioh  in  the  army  in  Eng- 
land ;  fome  of  whom  figned  a  petition  to  the 
proteQor ;  three  hundred  copies  of  which, 
together  with  another  writing  called  the  Me- 
mento, were  fent  in  a  box  direded  to  Ludlow 
in  Ireland,  accolnpanied  with  a  fhort  unfub- 
fcribed  letter.     Thefe,  on  perufal,   appeared 

to 
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to  him  to  contain  proper  motives  to  excite 
people  to  endeavour  refcuing  themfelves  from 
the  oppreffions  they  laboured  under  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly he  difpatched  as  many  as  he  could. 
But  Fleetwood  having  information  of  the  af- 
fair, difpatched  a  mellenger  to  Monckton,  the 
deputy,  to  enquire  into  the  truth.  Who  im- 
mediately fent  for  our  author,  and  after  fome 
conference  about  the  papers,  told  him  he  had 
received  an  order  from  Cromwell  fome  time 
ago,  fignifying,  that,  as  he  (Ludlow)  had  de- 
clared himfelt  diiTatib-fied  with  the  prefent  go- 
vernment, he,  the  deputy,  fliould  be  difcharg- 
ed  from  his  command  in  the  arm.y  :  adding, 
that  he  had  hitherto  concealed  it,  but  would 
not  any  longer,  leil  he  fhould  be  accounted 
confederate  in  what  he  had  now  done.  And 
after  oar  author  had  refuled  all  expedients 
propofed  for  an  amicable  conciliation  of  mat- 
ters, the  deputy  fent  him  word,  that  he  might 
make  his  option,  whether  he  would  be  con- 
fined in  Ireland  or  go  to  London  ;  which,  if 
he  would  give  his  word  to  appear  before 
Cromwell,  and  not  aft  any  thing  againft  him 
in  the  mean  time,  he  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  do 
when  he  pleafed  ;  upon  which  he  chofe  the 
latter,  but  was  defired  to  defer  his  journey  for 
a  couple  of  months,  under  pretence  that  mat- 
ters being  not  quite  eafy  in  England,  Crom- 
well might  be  reduced  on  his  arrival  to  treat 
him  with  more  feverity  than  he  would  chufe; 
ordering  him,  at  the  fame  time,  afum  of  money 
for  his  fupport  during  his  (lay,  and  alfo  to  de^ 
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fray  the  expences  of  his  voyage.  But,  before 
the  expiration  of  the  two  months,  Henry 
Cromwell  arrived  in  freland  to  take  the  go- 
vernment upon  him,  and  our  author's  depar- 
ture was  deferred  from  time  to  time,  till  hav- 
ing, by  the  intercelFion  of  his  wife,  obtained  a 
promife  from  that  governor,  that,  though  he 
would  not  grant  a  warrant  for  her  hufband  to 
go,  yet  neither  would  he  order  him  to  flay, 
though  he  thought  this  laft  would  be  the  bell 
for  him,  he  determined  at  all  events  to  fet  off, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  accompanied  to  the 
fnore  by  near  two  hundred  people,  and  embark^- 
ed  (having  left  a  letter  for  colonel  Cromwell) 
•and  the  next  day  at  noon  he  arrived  at  Beau*- 
maris  harbour,  where  the  governor  met  hinfi 
at  his  landing,  and  furnifhed  himhorfes  to  carry 
himfelf  and  family  to  the  town-;  and  after 
dinner  informed  him,  in  the  civillell  manner 
he  could,  that  one  <:aptain  Shaw  was  arrived 
from  Ireland,  with  an  order  from  colonel 
Cromwell,  and  the  rell  of  the  council  there,  for 
the  detention  of  him  till  the  protestor's  pleafure 
was  known  ;  at  the  fame  time  introducing 
Shaw,  and  producing  the  order  figned  by  co- 
lonel Cromv/el,  Corbet,  and  two  others. ,  In 
the  evening  he  was  conveyed  to  a  widow's 
houfe  in  the  town,  where  a  guard  was  fet  over 
him,  a  centinel  being  placed  at  the  flair*- 
head. 

Here  he  remained  fix  weeks,  and  had  once 
a  very  norrow  efcape  from  being  fent  to  the 
callle,  in   confequeace  of  a  frdli  order  from 
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Whitehall  ;  but  at  laft  captain  Shaw  brought 
an  order  for  his  difcharge,  provided  he  figced 
an  engagement,  fent  ready  drawn  from  Lon- 
don, never  to  acl  againft  the  government  then 
eftablidied.  This  he  abfolutely  refufed  to 
fign,  unlefs  under  certain  explanations,  which 
at  lafl  the  governor  agreed  to  accept;  and  he 
was  thereupon  difcharged,  and  fet  forwards 
for  London,  where  he  arrived  the  tenth  of 
December  16,-9. 

On  Wednesday  the  twelfth  (having  waited 
on  Fleetwood  the  night  of  his  arrival)  he  re- 
ceived a  meflage  from  Cromwell,  to  attend 
him  at  Whitehall,  whither  he  went  about 
eight  in  the  evening,  and  found  the  proteclor 
in  his  chamber,  with  Lambert,  colonel  Sy- 
denham, Mr.  Walter  Strickland,  and  colonel 
Montague  ;  foon  after,  Fleetu'ood  coming  in, 
there  enfued  a  long  difcourfe,  which  btin^- 
over,  Ludlow  was  deiired  to  withdraw  into 
the  next  room,  where  Fleetwood  foon  came  to 
him,  and  laboured  hard  to  bring  him  to  enter 
into  an  engagement,  though  for  a  week  ;  to 
which  he  replied,  "  he  would  not  willingly  do 
it  for  an  hour  :"  Fleetwood  would  then  have 
had  him  engage  himfelf  afrefh  to  him,  but 
this  he  alfo  refufed  him,  faying,  '*  he  had  al- 
ready gone  as  far  as  he  poflibly  coilid,  looking 
upon  himfelf  to  be  fufficiently  obliged,  by  the 
conditions  of  his  prefent  engagement-"  and 
having  foiaid.  teiuined  tohis  lodging.  Soon  af- 
ter this,  iie  endeavoured  to  draw  major-general 
Harrifon,   and  the  tamcus  Hui^h  Peters,  cvtr 
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'to  his  opinion.  So  that  the  prote6lor  finding 
it  neceffary  to  call  another  parliament,  and  be- 
ing very  apprehenfive  a  majority,  in  fpite'  of 
211  his  care,  might  be  returned  of  thofe  wh© 
■were  again  ft  him  and  his  fchcmes,  refolved-, 
■at  all  events,  to  hinder  Ludlow  from  either 
Handing  himfelf,  or  in  any  way  intermedling  ■ 
in  the  eleftion :  and  to  that  end  fummoned 
liim  (together  with  Bradfhaw,  Sir  Henry 
Vane,  and  colonel  Rich)  to  appear  before  the 
council  at  Whitehall.  Here  he  was  again 
charged  with  praftices  againil  the  new  goveni- 
Tnent,  and  required  to  give  fecurity  in  the  fum 
of  five  thoufand  pounds,  that  he  would  not 
acl  sgainft  Cromwell :  which  unlefs  he  did, 
he  was  threatened  to  be  fecured.  But  this  he 
abfolutely  refufcd,  and  faid,  He  was  very  ready 
to  fubmit  to  a  legal  tryal,  if  he  had  done  any 
thing  amifs,  only  defiring  to  enjoy  what 
he  and  all  had  fought  for,  a  free  government 
hy  confent ;  that  it  was  from  the  duty  he  owed 
the  public  he  refufed  to  give  the  fecurity  re- 
•quired,  conceiving  it  to  be  againfl  the  liberty 
of  the  people,  and  contrary  to  the  known 
law  of  England,  in  proof  of  which  he  produ- 
ced the  a6l  of  the  i6th  and  17th  of  Charles  I. 
for  preventing  the  council- table  from  impri- 
foning  any  of  the  free-born  people  of  Eng- 
land ;  afferting,  that,  for  his  part,  he  durft  not 
do  any  thing  tending  to  the  violation  of  it. 
Cromwell  alked,  if  the  council  of  ftate,  and 
army,  had  not  committed  many  ?  to  which  he 
7eplied>  **  the  council  of  ilate  had  the  autho- 
rity 
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rky  of  parliament,  and  the  army  did  it  only 
in  time  of  war,  and  in  both  cafes  to  fecure 
perfons,  tiiat  they  might  "be  brought  to  a  legal 
tryal.  To  this  Cromwell  returned,  with  fome 
warmth,  "  A  juHice  of  peace  may  commit, 
and  Ihall  not  I?"  "  He  is  a  legal  officer,'* 
anfvvered  our  author,  *'  and  authorifed  by 
the  law  to  do  (o,  which  you  could  not  be, 
though  you  were  a  king  ;  becaufe  if  you  do 
wrong,  there  is  no  remedy  can  be  had  againft 
you."  He  defired,  therefore,  to  be  referred 
to  a  juftice  of  peace,  if  he  had  offended  againft 
the  law,  that  he  might  be  proceeded  with  ac- 
cording to  law.  Upon  this  he  was  ordered  to  with- 
draw into  an  adjoining  room,  and  prefently 
after  received  permiffion  to  return  to  his  lodp-'- 
ing,  whither,  in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,' 
he  was  followed  by  Mr.  Strickland,  oneofth^' 
council,  who  prefTed  him  earneflly  to  com- 
ply ,•  but  he  told  him,  "  That,  having  con- 
tended for  the  liberty  of  others,  he  was  not 
willing  to  give  away  his  own,  and  be  made  a 
precedent  to  the  prejudice  of  his  countrymen." 
A  meifenger  from  the  board  fcrving  him  with 
an  order,  to  give  in  the  fecurity  within  thrfe 
days,  on  pain  of  being  taken  into  cul-^ody, 
put  an  end  to  their  converfation,-  and  he  not- 
obeying  their  order,  ferjeant  Dendy,  a  day* 
or  two  after,  brought  a  warrant,  figned  by 
Henry  Laurence,  the  prefident,  to  apprehend 
him.  Sc*r.e  of  his  relations  difcourfed  with 
the  ferjeant,  who  thereupon  left  him  in  Ms 
own  lodgings  ;  and  Gromwell,  the  next  day, 
meeting  his  brother,  Thomas  Ludlow,  pro- 
D  2  pofed 
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pofed  his  engaging  for  the  lieutenant- gen'er^I, 
which  was  agreed  to  very  readily  by  the  brother, 
but  without  our  author's  confent.  However,  af- 
ter this  he  went  into  ElTex,  where  he  fpent 
^he  refraining  part  of  the  fummer,  which,  he 
fays,  fully  anfwercd  the  protedor's  intention, 
to  prevent  him  from  going  down  into  V/ilt- 
fhire  during  the  eledlions  in  1657;  and,  in- 
deed, he  had  no  incliradon  thereto,  though  he 
was  nominated  for  the  knight  of  the  fhire  by 
many  of  his  friends.  Our  author  flayed  m- 
Eflex  till  Oliver  was  fcized  with  his  laft  fick- 
nefs,  when,  appearing  in  town,  Fleetwood 
was  defired  to  enquire  the  reafon  of  his  com- 
ing at  that  critical  feafon ;  to  whom  he  gave 
iaiisfadion  on  that  head,  the  chief  motive  of 
his  journey  being  to  fetch  his  mother  and  fa- 
ther-in-law into  the  country,  that  the  family 
might  be  all  together. 

Upon  Oliver's  death,  which  happened  two 
days  after,  his  fon  Richard  being  proclaimed 
prote6\or,  a  new  parliament  was  called,  where- 
in feveral  of  the  republican  party  being  re- 
turned, to  prevent  their  doing  any  mifchief,  an 
oath  was  required  from  every  member,  that  he 
would  not  aclor  contrive  any  thing  againft  the 
prote<5lor,  which  Ludlow  fcrupling  to  take, 
•refrained  for  fome  time  from  going  to  the 
houfe,  till  Sir  Walter  St.  John  (one  of  thofe 
appointed  toadminiiler  that  oath)  introducing 
him,  he  was  admitted  without  taking  it.  He 
had  fat  but  a  little  above  a  week,  when  he  was 
-complained  of,  and  a  motion  made  and  fecond- 

ed, 
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cd,  that  the  oath  might  be  peremptorily  re- 
quired ;  on  which  k  debate  arofe,  which,  af- 
ter lalling  two  or  three  hours,  was  put  a  fiop 
to  by  an  accidental  difcovcry  of  a  perfon't. 
fitting  there  who  was  no  member,  and  who, 
irpon  examination,  proved  to  be  diforderea  in 
his  knfcs  ;  this  put  an  end  to  all  further  tn.^ 
qairy  about  the  oath.  And  now  thofe  of  the 
lepublican  intcreft  exerted  their  utmoll  endea- 
voavs  to  obHruiTt  the  mea^'ures  of  the  court,  bac 
without  fuccef.,  till  thsy  joined  with  the  parry 
of  Wallingford'hcufc,  that  U,  the  army  ;  by 
which  means  the  long  parliament,  called  the 
rump- parliament,  wasreflored,  andour  author, 
who  had  be?n  very  acliv^e  in  obtaining  this 
revolution,  took,  with  the  refl,  polTeilion  of. 
his  feat  &^^in.  The  fame  day  they  appointed 
him  one  cf  the  committee  of  fafety,  which 
coiififted  of  f-^ven  members  of  parliament, 
i^nd  oae  other,  v/ho  was  not  fo  ;  which  com- 
mittee was  impowered  to  fit  eight  days,  the 
houf^  inteui^"Mg  in  that  time  to  conuitute  a 
council  of  ilaie.  Soon  after  they  ofl-'.red  our 
author  9.  re  .  irnent,  which  he  accented  at  the 
perfu.-^tion  oi  vSir  Arthur  Haflerig ;  and,  in  a 
little  tim*',  tnev  named  him  to  be  one  of  the 
council  cf  tiate,  every  member  or"  vs  hich  was 
to  ivM.-ar,  he  would  be  true  and  faithful  to  the 
comiT.onwealth,  in  oppcrition  to  Charles  Stu- 
art, crany  Tingle  perfcm, 

Notwitnflanding   the  houfe  had  appointed 

Fleetwooi,  Lambert,  Defborough,  and  other 

officers  of  the  aimy,  to  be  of  the  council  of 

D  3  fiate. 
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ft;3te,  the  Wallingford-houfe  party  were  far 
from  being  fatisfied ;  wherefore,  to  prevent 
sny  ill  coniequence,  and  hinder  the  fword  as 
far  as  they  could,  frorn  reaiTurning  the  power, 
a  bill  vv'as  brought  in  for  conllituting  Fleet- 
wood, Sir  Arthur  Haflerig,  Lambert,  Def- 
orough,  Berry,  and  Ludlow,  commiffioners  for 
naming  and  approving  ofncers  :  and  another, 
for  making  Fleetwood  commanderin  chief  du- 
ring that  fefiicn,  or  till  the  hoafe  fiiould  make 
further  order  therein.  In  which  bill  it  was 
ordered,  that,  for  the  future,  the  fpeaker,  and 
not  the  lieutenant-general,  fhould  fign  the 
commiUjOi-iSof  fach  officers  as  fhauld  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  parliament,  and  deliver  them 
with  his  own  hands  from  the  chair;  and  at 
ihe  fame  time  that  thefe  two  bills  were  pafTed, 
the  houfe  pafTed  a  vote,  that  the  parliament 
lliould  be  diffolved  the  May  following.  But 
this  vote  was  not  fufEcientto  pleafe  the  officers, 
who  were  fo  highly  difgufied  at  the  two  bills, 
that  our  author  and  others  of  his  party  were 
obliged  to  give  them  a  meeting  at  colonel 
Defborough's,  to  foften  the  nitair  :  and  though 
every  thing  was  urged  on  behalf  of  the  parlia- 
ment,  that  the  lieutenant-general,  and  his 
friend  Sir  Arthur  could  think  of,  yet  the  of- 
iBcers  would  not  confent  to  receive  new  com- 
miiTions  accorning  as  the  bill  direded,  until 
colonel  Hacker  and  our  author,  by  leading 
the  way  with  their  regiments,  rendered  the 
re&  mere  tradable. 
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The  Walllngford-houfe  party  finding  by 
this,  that  Ludlow  was  an  obftacle  to  their  de- 
fign  of  governing  arbitrarily  by  thefVv'ord,  re- 
commended him  to  the  houfe  for  the  pod  of 
commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  in  Ireland; 
which,  with  fome  relu<5^ance,  and  after  ob- 
taining an  order,  that,  when  he  had  fettled  the 
affairs  of  that  kingdom,  he  ihculd  be  at  liberty 
to  return  to  England,  he  accepted.  Soon  af- 
ter which,  Henry  Cromwell,  piufuant  to  an. 
order  of  the  houfe,  returned  from  Ireland,  and 
defired  the  lieutenant-general  to  be  at  the 
council  of  ftate  when  he  attended  them  ;  but 
our  author  could  not,  being  employed  in  pre- 
venting thefale  of  Kamptan-court,  for  which 
he  was  much  blamed  by  fcnie  of  his  party. 
He  went  to  Ireland  in  Auguft  1659,  but  re- 
mained not  long  in  that  kingdom,  though  re- 
ceiving an  account  on  his  landing  at  Beau- 
maris on  his  return,  that  the  army  had  turned 
the  parliament  out  of  the  hoafe,  and  again  re- 
filmed  the  power  into  their  ov/n  hands.  This 
aftonilhing  news  made  him  hefitate,"  whether 
he  fhould  go  back  to  his  command,  or  purfue 
his  journey  to  London  ;  but  after  Vv'eighing 
circumftances  carefully,  he  determined  for  the 
latter,  and  accordingly  fet. forwards.  At  Con- 
way he  was  met  by  colonel  Barrow,  who  had 
been  difpatched  from  the  council  of  officers  at 
London,  to  acquaint  thofe  in  Ireland  of  the- 
alteration  of  affairs ;  and  having  read  the  let--.- 
ters  he  brought,  our  author  delivered  thofe  for 
theofiicers  in  Ireland  to  him  again^  and  con-- 
D:^  tinned: 
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tinued  his  journey  to  Cheller,  where  he  halted 
aday.  There  he  received  another  pacquet 
from  London,  wherein  he  found  the  army's 
fcheme  of  government,  purfuant  to  what 
they  had  fei  forth  in  their  petition,  with  the 
addition,  "  that  all  who' had  anymilitary  com- 
mand were  to  receive  new  commifTions  from 
Fleetwood  ;"  and  the  mefTenger  further  ac« 
quainied  him,  *'  that  there  was  a  committee 
of  fafetyapppointed,  confifting  of  twenty  one 
members,  of  which  he  was  one,  and  that  he 
was  alfo  continued  one  of  the  committee  for 
nomination  of  ofncers.''  The  day  after  he 
received  this  advice,  he  fet  out  for  London, 
where  he  arrived  on  Friday  the  twenty-ninth 
of  06»ober  1659,  and  immediately  went  to 
wait  on  Fleetwood,  but  refufed  to  go  with  him 
to  the  council  of  officers,  then  fitting  at  Wal- 
lingford-houfe,  on  fome  letters  from  Monk, 
whom  Fleetwood  charged  with  infmcerity  :  ou*r 
author  told  him,  **  that  whatever  Monk's 
defigus  were,  his  public  declarations  had  a 
better  appearance  than  thofe  of  Wallingford- 
houfe,  Vv'ho  were  for  governing  by  the  fvvord." 
When  this  party  prevailed  both  in  the  council 
of  cfFicers  and  that  of  ftate,  to  have  a  new 
parliament  called,  our  author  oppofed  it  with 
all  his  might,  in  defence  of  the  rump;  and 
when  a  new  parliament  was  determined  on, 
he  propofed  to  qualify  the  power  of  the  army 
by  a  council  of  twenty-one,  to  be  chofen  by 
the  council  of  officers,  who  fhould  fettle  the 
differences,  svhen  any  arofe  between  the  army 

and 
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and  the  parliament,  under  the  denonr.i nation  of 
the  cnnfervators  of  liberty  ;  which  being  agreed 
to,  he  gave  in  a  liil  of  perfons  to  be  chofen, 
and  they  proceeded  to  ballot  upoo  it  :  bur 
here,  breakirg  in  upon  the  rale  they  had 
citabiilljed,  and  putting  many  perfcms  names 
to  the  ballot  which  weie  not  contained  in  iiis 
lill,  our  author  grew  impatient,  and  told 
them  openly,  "  that  feeing  they  intended  on- 
ly to  carry  on  a  fa6lion,  and  govern  the  nation 
by  the  fword,  he  would  have  no  more  to  da 
with  them." 

The  city  of  London  was  in  fbme  confufion 
at  this  time,  occafioned  by  the  apprentices  pe- 
titioning the   aldermen    and   common-council 
for  a  free-parliament,   which  had  brought  the 
military  power  to  take  pofTeflion  of  that  capital ; 
but  the  magiftrates  applying  to  the  council  of 
officers  to  be  relieved,  and  to  have  the  guards 
withdrawn,  fix  of  that  council,  of  which  num- 
ber   they   conftraincd    our  author   to  be  one, 
were   appointed  to   meet  them  at  Whitch:.!!; 
at    this    meeting    lieutenant-gen rral    Ludlv-w 
earneftly  diiTuaded  the  Londoners  from  j.jiniii«> 
the  royaliils ;  V*  at  which,"    he  fays,  '*  diver?: 
of  them  feemed  much  furprifed,  becaufe  thcv 
had    taken  other   refoludons.'*     Oor  aurhoi, 
therefore,  feeing  every  thing  going  into  eon- 
fufion,  refolved  to  go  to  his  poll   in    Ireland, 
and  acquainted  lieutenant-general  Fleetwood 
with  his  intention  ;  and   alfo  went  to  take  hi^' 
leave  of  the  principal  officers,   but  found  thev^  ' 
had  altered  their  minds  about  calling  a  nevl- 
L>  5  pafliamci^t* 
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parliament,  on  receiving  advice,  that  the  fleet 
iiad  unanimoufly  declared  for  the  old  one. 
This  made  him  delay  his  journey  a  little  while, 
but  the  officers  varied  again  from  that  deter- 
mination, the  fame  afternoon  ;  whereupon  he 
fully  refolved  to  fet  out  the  next  day,  which  he 
accordingly  did ;  but  had  the  facisfaiflion  to- 
know,  before  he  left  London,  that  it  was  at 
lail  carried  to  redore  the  old  parliament,  which 
was  done  two  or  three  days  after. 

While  Ludlow  was  on  the  road  to  Chefler, 
in  his  way  to  Ireland,  he  received  from  his  bro- 
ther-in-law, Kempfon,  an  account  of  the  pof- 
ture  of  affairs  in  Ireland,  which  made  him^  haf- 
len  his  journey ;  but,    on  his   arrival  in    Bul- 
lock's-bay,  not  thinking  it  proper  to  land  till 
he  had  received  a  full  information  "  of  things, 
he  ftnta  letter  of  notice  of  his  arrival  to  Sir 
Hardrefs  Waller,   and  the  other  officers,  ac- 
c]uainting  them  with  the  relHtution  of  the  par- 
iiament    (which  they  had  declared    for)    and 
that  he  was  come  to  join  with  them  in  fupport 
of  their  authority.     Mr.  Kerr.pfon  and   other 
i.  fticers  came  on  board  the  lieutenant-general, 
ar.d  the  former   informed  him,    that   things 
i.eie   in    a  much  worfe  frate  than  they  were 
\then   he  wrote    laft   to   him,  and   that    the 
«::r,uncil  crofiicers  would  not  receive  him.  And 
liiC  next  daycar  author  was  told,  by  one  of  his 
icrvant.s  that  thofe  in  Dublin,  as  foon  as  they 
heard  of  his  arrival,   had  fent  a  party  of  horfe 
to  feizehim  at  his  houfe,  who  not  finding  him 
ihere>  had  concealed  themfelves  in  ambufii  to 

take 
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take  him  on  his  landing.  He  alfo  received 
a  mefTage  from  Dublin  by  captain  Lucas,  who 
acquainted  him  with  the  refolation  ot  their 
council  of  ofiicers  concerning  hira. 

Finding  the  pafiage  to  Dublin  barred  agninf;!:; 
him,  he  fet  fail  for  Duncannon,  where  he  had. 
placed  one  captain  Skinner,  as  commander, 
in  whom  he  had  great  confidence,  and  who 
did  not  deceive  him  3  but,  with  the  whole 
garrifon,  received  him  with  the  utmolldemori- 
llrations  of  joy. 

The  lieutenant-general  having  been  in- 
formed at  Faflage,  about  a  league  from  Dun- 
cannon,  that  the  governor  of  Waterford  had 
promifed  to  adhere  to  him  on  his  arrival,  im- 
mediately fent  him  notice,  that  he  was  corae 
to  Duncannon,  and  took  all  care  to  viftual 
and  recruit  his  little  garrifon.  He  alfo  wrote 
to  the  garrifons  of  Rofs,  Wexford,  Cork,  and 
Kinfale,  encouraging  them  to  perfevere  inr- 
their  duty  to  the  parliament ;  and  re-victu- 
alled his  man  of  war  with  beef  and  other  ne- 
ceifaries,  which  he  procured  from  his  owa^ 
eflate  of  Bally magger. 

He  had  fcarce  finilhed  thefe  cautionary 
Heps  when  he  was  blocked  up  by  a  party  of 
horfe  under  th^e  command  of  colonel  Edmund 
Temple. 

Whilft  this  fiege,  or  rather  blockade,  was 
carrying  on,  our  author  received  a  long  letter 
from  the  council  at  Dublin  j  wherein  they  laid 
many  things  to  his  charge,  in  order  to  injure 
his  reputation  ,  the  principal  of  which  were, 
D  6.  ;har 
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that,  on  the  Interruption  of  the  parliament  by 
the  Wallingford  houfe  party,  inftead  of  return- 
ing to  his  duty  in  Ireland,  he  had  continued 
his  journey  to  London  ;  that  he  had  encou- 
raged colonel  John  Jones  in  his  correfpond- 
cnce  with  the  army  party  in  England;  refufcd 
to  wait  the  fitting  of  the  parliament  on  their 
late  rellitution  ;  and  polled  away  to  Ireland, 
in  order  to  ferve  the  army  by  his  intereft 
there  ;  and,  that,  finding  Dublin  fecured  for 
the  parliament,  by  thofe  who  obeyed  their 
orders,  and  who  would  obey  him  as  com- 
mander in  chief,  if  the  parliament  thought  fit 
to  continue  him  in  that  poft,  he  had  not  only 
•lefufed  to  return  to  England  till  their  pleafure 
-was  known  in  that  refpcdl,  but  had  endea- 
voured, by  all  hoilile  means,  to  get  the  power 
into  his  hands;  at  the  fame  time  negledting 
his  duty  in  parliament;  which  honour  they 
pretended  his  mifcarriages  had  rendered  him 
incapable  of. 

To  this  long  and  heavy  charge,  ke  wrote  a 
very  full  anfwer  ;  but,  before  he  had  fent  it 
away,  he  received  an  account,  that  the  parlia- 
ment had  acknowledged  all  that  thofe  at  Dub- 
lin had  done  was  for  their  fervice  :  and,  in 
about  a  week  after,  received  a  letter  fent  from 
thence,  figned  Lenthall,  requiring  him,  (as 
they  had  alfo  required  Jones  and  Corbet,  the 
two  other  commifTioners)  to  attend  the  parlia- 
ment v/ith  an  account  of  the  (rifh  affairs ; 
which  requeft  he  complied  with  the  very  firft 
opportunity,    and    accordingly  embarked  on 

board 
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board  a  Dutch  veiTel,  having  fuIT;  given  pofi- 
tive  orders  to  captain  Skinner,  not  to  deliver 
up  the  fort  of  Duncannon,  unlefs  they  were 
directed  fo  to  do  by  the  parliament  or  him- 
felf. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  at  Milford-Comb,  he 
found,  by  the  public  news,  that  Sir  Charles 
Coote  had  exhibited  a  charge  of  high-treafon 
againft  him  :  which  made  him  quicken  his 
diligence  to  reach  London.  Arriving  there, 
he  firft  went  to  confult  and  expoilulate  with 
Sir  Arthur  Haflerig,  and  then  took  his  place 
in  the  houfe^  and  got  a  copy  of  his  charge. 
He  then  moved  to  be  heard  upon  that  head, 
but  could  only  prevail  to  have  a  day  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofe  j  but,  on  that  day, 
was  again  put  off,  fo  that  he  could  never  be 
heard  thereupon. 

This  motion  was  made  by  Ludlow  on  the 
firA  of  February,  1660,  according  to  our 
prefect  reformation  of  the  ftyle  :  two  days 
after  which,  colonel,  afterwards  general, 
Monk,  marched  into  London,  and  was  waited 
on  by  our  author  the  fame  evening. 

The  commiffion  for  lodging  the  command 
of  the  forces  in  England  and  Scotland  in 
feven  perfons  being  near  expiration,  a  new  a6l 
was  made  to  vei\  it  in  five,  any  three  of  them 
to  be  a  quorum,  of  which  colonel  Monk  was 
the  firft  ;  but  our  author  was  left  our,  not- 
withftanding  he  obtained  the  command  of  the 
forces  in  Ireland  to  be  inferied  in  the  faid  com- 
milSon, 

This 
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This  ftep  gave  fome  umbrage  to  general, 
Monk  ;  whereupon  our  author  made  him  a 
vifit,  in  order  to  fettle  matters  between  them, 
and  to  efFace  any  ill  impreffions  the  general 
might  have  received  againft  our  author  or  his 
party  ;  and  'thought  he  had  fucceeded  :  but 
finding  foon  after  that  matters  were  tending^ 
apace  to  overturn  his  darling  fcheme,  he  ap- 
plied to  Sir  Arthur  Haflerig  to  draw  their 
fcattered  forces  together,  in  order  to  oppofe 
Monk  and  his  confederates  ;  but  Sir  Arthur 
would  not  liilen  to  the  propofal. 

News  arriving  iliortly  after  from  Ireland,, 
that  Sir  Charles  Coote  had  feized  the  caftle  of 
Dublin,  and  not  only  expelled  Sir  Hardrefs 
Waller  from  thence,  but  likevvife  removed 
him  and  feveral  others  from  their  command  in 
the  army,  he  advifed  Sir  Arthur  to  adjourn- 
the  parliament  to  the  Tower,  and  to  draw 
their  troops  together ;  but  was  again  an- 
fv/ered  by  him,  that  all  would  be  well,  and. 
that  Monk  would  be  honett,  even  after  he 
had  feen  the  London  populace,  by  his  encou- 
ragement, burn  the  Rump,  as  they  then 
called  the  remains  of  the  long  parliament, 
whofe  power  was  openly  contenDned",  and 
whofe  very  name  was  grown  odious  to  the 
majority  of  the  nation. 

The  ele£lion  of  a  new  parHament  had  been 
fome  time  determinedi,  as  we  have  mentioned 
before  ;  notwithftanding  which,  the  Republi- 
cans endeavoured  to  evade  their  difiblution,, 
by  ordering  writs  to  be  ifiued  to  iill  up  the- 

vacant 
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vacant  feats  in  the  houfe  ;  but  the  fpeaker  re- 
fufed  to  fign  the  warrant  for  their  being  fealed. 
This  occafioned  much  confufion  ;  in  the  midft 
of  which  Ludlow,  forefeeing  the  confequences 
of  thefe  difputes  amongft  ihemfelves,  prefied 
very  earneilly    to  be   heard    concerning    the 
charge   of  high-treafon    lodged    againfl:    him 
from  Leland  ;    "   alledging,"  fays   he,  "  for 
the    reafon  of  my  ^importunity,  that,  though 
my  enemies  in  that  country  had,  by  their  late 
actions,    manifefted,    to  all   the  world,  that 
their   enmity   to    the    parliament    was  mucH 
greater  than  to  me  ;  yet,  being  uncertain  what 
fort  of  men  might  foon  have  the  principal  in- 
fluence in  that  houfe,  I  could  net  believe  they 
would  think  it  convenient,  that  a  charge  of 
high-treafon,  how  frivolous  foever,  fliould  be 
tranfmitted  to  them  againft  one   of  their  old 
and  faithful  fervants."     But  he  was  as   unfuc- 
cefsful  in  the  houfe  in  his  own  caufe,  as  he  had 
been  without  doors  in  what  he  elleemed  that  of 
the  public. 

The  members  who  had  been  fecluded  by 
the  lieutenant-general,  Ireton,  and  others,  in 
1648,  having  obtained  Monk's  confent  for 
returning  to  the  houfe,  our  author  was  fo 
highly  irritated  thereat,  that  he  withdrew 
himfelf  from  the  fervice  of  the  houfe,  but  fre- 
quently appeared  in  Weftminfter-hall,  to  fhew 
he  did  not  decline  ferving  the  public;  nor  was, 
as  had  been  thrown  out,  at  the  head  of  any 
forces  ;  and  was  followed  in  this  procedure  by 
Mr,  George  Montague  and  others, 

every 
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Every  thing  now  tending  to  forward  the  re- 
iloration  of  king  Charles  11.  the  common- 
wealth's men  grew  very  uneafy  at  the  danger- 
ous fituation  of  their  affairs;  and  held  fre- 
quent meetings  to  confult  meafures  for  pre- 
ferving  their  povver  ;  at  one  of  which  the 
lieutenant-general  tells  us  he  took  the  liberty 
to  make  the  following  propofitions  : 

**  That  feven  of  the  council  of  liate,  and 
three  of  the  generals  that  had  been  appointed 
by  the  parliament,  fhould  fign  fuch  orders   as 
were  neceflary  for  carrying  their  deiigns  into 
execution.     That    Mofs's    regiment,    which 
lay  in  Kent,  and  not  far  from  London  ;  and 
another,  which  lay  in  the  Borough  of  South- 
wark,  commanded  by  lieutenant-colonel  Fain- 
Jey  ;  confining  in  all  of  more  than  two  thou- 
sand old   foldiers,  of  whofe  integrity  and  af- 
fedions  we  had  good  afTurances,  fhould  be  or- 
dered to  the  Tower  to  join  colonel  Morley's 
regiment  already  there,  and   would  be  ready 
to  receive  them,  having  fent  to  me  to  let  me 
know,  that  the  Tower  Ihould  be  at  my  com- 
mand   whenfoever    I    pleafed    to   defire  it. 
That  the  commanders  of  thefe  forces  (hould 
take  fix  months  provifions,  giving  tickets  for 
the    quantity,    payable    by    the    parliament. 
That  the  militia  of  London,  which  had  been 
lifted  during  the  government  of  the  parlia- 
ment, fliould  be  authorifed  to  meet  as  there 
Ihould  be  occafion,  to  affift  the  forces  in  the 
Tower.     That  four  or  five  places  of  rendez- 
vous (hould  be  appointed  for  the  forces  of  the 

army. 


EDMUND  LUDJ^OW.  65 
army,  which  lay  fcattered  up  and  down  in 
feveral  parts  of  the  nation ;  and,  that  olTicers 
ftiould  be  agi-eed  upon  to  appear  at  the  head 
of  them^  That  the  ibldiers,  both  horfe  and 
foot,  Ihould  have  the  liberty  to  follow  either 
their  old  officers,  or  to  appoint  new.  That 
chefe  officers,  who  ffiould  prevail  on  the  major 
part  of  the  men  to  follow  them,  ihould  be 
continued  in  their  refpetiive  pods  ;  and,  that 
thofe  who  appeared  heartily  to  promote  this 
defign,  though  they  could  not  perfuade  the 
greater  part  of  their  foldiers  to  follow  them, 
ftiould  have  provifions  made  for  them  equal  to 
their  merits.  That  the  country  militia,  both 
horfe  and  foot,  ihould  be  authorifed  to  draw 
together,  and  be  impowered  to  feize  and  dif- 
arm  fuch  perfons  in  the  refpeftive  counties  as 
were  known  to  be  enemies  to  the  common- 
wealth. That  the  fleet  Ihould  be  ordered  at 
the  fame  time  ;  and  to  fend  one  or  2000  fea- 
men  to  the  affiftance  of  thofe  in  the  Tower. 
That  all  who  aded  by  the  parliament's  autho- 
rity in  their  fervice,  fhould  be  juftified  in  fo 
doing.  That  the  governors  of  garrifons  ftiould 
be  required  to  refufe  obedience  to  any  power, 
which  was  not  derived  from  the  lawful  autho- 
rity of  the  parliament  ;  and,  that  a  declara- 
tion fhould  be  forthwith  prepared,  to  fhew  ths 
grounds  and  reafons,  together  with  the  necef- 
iity  of  thefe  proceedings." 

Whether  thefe   propofals,   or  any   part  of 
them,  were  received,  or  attempted  to  be  car- 
ried 
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rkd'into  execution,  he  does  not  tell  us ;  onVy. 
obfefves,  That,  *'  we,  being  ripe  for  the  cor- 
redion  of  Heaven,  nothing  could  prevent  it ;, 
©ur  enemies  (i.  e.  thofb  who  were  fo  to  the 
Gommonweaith)  fucceeding  in  all  their  at- 
tempts, and  all  our  endeavours  proving  abor- 
tive." 

Soon  after  this,  Hull  was  taken  from  major-^ 
general  Overton,,  and  the  militia  alfo  Was  new 
modelled,  and  put  under  perfons  more  in  the 
interefl  of  monarchy  than  it  was  before  ;  after 
which,  the  famous  long  parliament  was  dif- 
{^Ived  :  whereupon  our  lieutenant- general  be- 
gan ta  acl  with  more  caution,  and  to  appear 
lefs  fisquently  in  Weftminfter-hall  than  he 
had  ufed  to  do  :  and  receiving  advice  that  Sir 
Arth-ur  Ha^erig  was  now  convinced  that  ge- 
neral Mork's  defign  was  to  reftore  the  king'  ;. 
and,  that  the  new  council  of  ftate  had  refolved 
to  k'lze  Mr.  Scott,  our  author  began  to  pro- 
vid«>  in  the  beft  manner'  he  could,  for  his. 
©wn  fecurky,  feldom  lying  at  his  houfe  in 
tov/n,  and  foon  after  fetting  out  for  the  coun- 
try. 

He  had  not  travelled  far  before  a  mefienger 
cn-ertook  him  with  the  news,  that,  about  an 
hour  and  a  half  after  he  left  the  town,  the 
council  had  fcnt  him  a  fummons  (as  they  alfo 
had  done  to  colonel  John  Jones,  colonel 
Thomlipfon,  and  Mr.  Miles  Corbet,  the  other 
commiiTioners  for  Ireland)  to  attend  them. 
On  receiving  this  intelligence,  he  quitted  his- 

wife; 
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v.dfe  and  chariot,  and,  having  provided  a  led 
horie,  eroded  the  heath  between  Egham  and 
■Bagfliot,  and,  avoiding  the  public  road,  canie 
in  the  evening  to  his  coufm  Mr.  Robert  Wal- 
lop's hoLire  at  Farley,  where  he  ftayed  but  two 
nights  :  from  thence  he  continued  his  rout  ta 
Sutton,  and  at  1  aft  took  up  his  quarters  at  Sa- 
lifbury;  where  he  received  advice  that  his  fel- 
low commilTioners  had,  on  attending  the 
council  of  ftate,  been  obliged  to  enter  into  an 
engagement  not  to  diilarb  the  reigning  power  j. 
and  this  piece  of  information  made  hio^  look 
on  his  efcape  in  a  much  higher  light  than  he 
had  yet  done,  as  it  convinced  him  he  had 
avoided  being  imprifoned,  fmce,  he  fays,  he 
could  not  have  confented  to  have  figned  fuch 
an  engagement  now,  any  more  than  he  could 
under  Oliver  Cromwell  ;  and,  confequentif, 
beir^g  detained  in  cullody  till  the  return  of 
Charles  If.  what  would  have  been  his  fate 
then,  who  reckoned  it  an  honour  to  have  been, 
one  of  the  judges  of  Charles  I.  is  pretty  eafy 
to  be  determined. 

From  Salifijury  he  proceeded  to  bis  feverai 
cilates  in  Wiltihire,  in  order  to  raife  what 
money  he  could  amongft  his  tenants  againft 
the  evil  day  ;  which,  with  refpeft  t^  him,  he 
found  approaching  very  fail:,  the  Ro)  iilifts  hav- 
ing every  where  the  faperiority  over  the  Com-* 
monwealth's-raen  ;  and  that  to  fuch  a  degree^ 
that,  though  nineteen  votes  out  of  twenty-fix 
chofe  the  lieutenant-general  for  the  borough 
of  liindon,  part  of  his  own  ellate,  yet  the  ca- 
valiers 
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valiers  prevailed  to  have  a  double  return 
made,  in  favour  of  Sir  Thomas  l^hynnej  but 
this  was  fct  afide  above,  and  the  lieutenant- 
general  reputed  duly  eledcd. 

Having  fettled  his  affairs  as  well  as  he  could 
Jn  the  time,  he  refolved  to  keep  himfelf  out  of 
the  reach  of  ihofe  in  power  till  it  was  feen 
what  turn  things  would  take ;  and  having 
lain  thus  concealed  about  eight  days,  he  ven- 
tured to  pay  a  vifit  to  his  v.ife  at  Salifbury, 
with  whom  he  fiayed  a  night,  and  the  neJtt 
day  received  an  account  that  Lanibert  had 
made  his  efcape  from  the  Tower.  This  made 
the  lieutenant-general  return  to  his  place  of  fe- 
crecy  in  haite  ;  and  here  he  received  feveral 
me/lages  fi cm  Lambert;  but,  as  that  officer 
had  fixed  no  plan,  nor  cared  to  make  '.r.y  de- 
clarations of  his  intentions,  the  lieutenant- 
general  was  cautious  how  he  embarked  tiher 
himfelf  or  his  friends,  in  an  undertaking 
which  never  promifed  more  than  it  produced  ; 
viz.  deilrudlion  to  thofe  who  were  engaged 
therein. 

However,  while  they  were  in  treaty  toge- 
ther, our  author  took  the  prudent  fleps  he 
thought  neceilary  for  the  fupport  of  the  de- 
clining caufe  ;  and  might  have  created  fome 
trouble  tcj  the  government,  had  Lambert  b^en 
equally  ifautious,  equally  adive  and  lieady  ; 
but  the  fuddennefs  of  his  defeat  put  an  end  to 
ail  expedations  from  any  projeds  of  that 
kind. 

The 
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The  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  houfe  being 
Rovv  near  at  hand,  the  lieutenant-general  re- 
paired to  London,  and  lodged  with  a  friend 
in  Holborn ;  where  he  had  not  refided  many 
days,  before  he  had  the  mortification  to  hear. 
That  **  the  nominal  houfe  of  commons,"  as 
he  is  pleafed  to  call  them,  *♦  tho'  called  by  a 
commonwealth,  writ  in  the  name  of  the  keep- 
ers of  the  liberties  of  England,  pafled  a  vote. 
That  the  government  of  the  nation  Ihould  be 
by  a  king,  lords,  and  commons  ;  and,  that 
Charles  Stuart  fliould  be  proclaimed  kin?  o£ 
England,  &c." 

But  the  lieutenant-general  was  fomething 
comforted,  even  under  this  heavy  misfortune, 
by  receiving  advice,  that  he  had  again  efcaped 
the  malice  of  his  purfuers,  who  had  fent  or- 
ders, it  feems,  to  feize  his  perfon  in  the  wel^^ 
the  very  day  he  arrived  from  thence.  This 
obliged  him,  on  receiving  an  order,  to  attend 
his  duty  in  the  houfe,  to  apply  to  Mr.  Arthur 
Anneiley,  for  inftru<!lions  how  to  behave  in 
this  critical  conjundare  ;  who  advifed  him  to 
take  his  feat  as  foon  as  he  could  ;  which  he 
accordingly  did. 

He  now  alfo  fent  orders  to  collect  his  rent?, 
and  difpofe  of  his  efFe<5ls  in  Ireland;  but  was 
prevented  from  doing  either  by  Sir  Charles 
Coote,  who  feized  both,  the  flock  alone 
amounting  to  fifteen  hundred  pounds.  Sir 
Charles  alfo  having  feized  Cooke,  the  folHcitor 
againft  Charks  L  but  then  chief-juflice  in 
Ireland  ;  and  others  thereupon,  without  war- 
rant 
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rant  or  authority,  according  to  our  author, 
feizing  colonel  Harrifon  in  England  ;  the  ca- 
valiers in  the  houfe  of  commons  eafily  ob-f 
tained  an  order  to  feize  all  who  had  figned  the 
warrant  for  the  king's  execution,  and  confe- 
quently  the  lieutenant-general  :  but  he  re- 
ceived timely  notice  enough  to  keep  out  of 
their  reach,  and  to  confult  with  his  friends  the 
propereft  methods  for  his  fecurity ;  the  princi- 
pal one  now  advifed  and  pradlifcd  being  to 
ihift  his  abode  very  frequently. 

During  his  recefs,  the  houfe  was  bufy  in 
preparing  the  bill  of  indemnity  ;  in  which  he 
was  more  than  once  very  near  being  inferted 
■as  one  of  the  feven  perfons  to  beex-cepted  from 
all  benefit  thereby,  either  as  to  life  or  eftate; 
wherein  general  Monk  and  his  lady,  and  co- 
lonel Skipwith,  were  very  afiiduous  ;  and, 
though  they  failed  in  that  particular,  yet  they 
carried  their  point  in  another  ;  which  was  the 
iffuing  out  a  proclamation  foon  after  the  king's< 
return,  for  all  the  late  king's  judges  to  furren- 
der  themfelves  in  fourteen  day's  time,  on  pain 
of  being  excepted  out  of  the  faid  adi  of  indem- 
nity. 

This  alarmed  the  lieutenaiit-general  greatly, 
and  occafioned  a  confultation  to  be  held  with 
his  friends  ;  where  it  was  debated.  Whether, 
as  he  was  not  one  of  the  feven  excepted  in 
the  bill  of  indemnity,  he  fhould  not  furrcnder 
tilmfelf. according  to  the  proclamation,  as  Mr, 
William  Heveningham,  Mr.  Simon  Mayne^ 
and  other  of  ^he  laie  king's  judges,  had  al- 
ready 
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ready  done  ;  but,  being  divided  in  their  opi- 
nions 5  and  fome,  who  Teemed  to  be  bell 
verfed  in  the  then  Hate  of  aiTairs,  not  encou- 
raging him  to  venture  his  life  on  fuch  a  rifque, 
there  being  lirong  expedations  that  the  lords 
would  encreaie  the  nijmber  to  be  excepted,  he 
•choie  to  wait  the  ei^ent  a  little  longer  before 
he  put  himf°lf  into  their  power  :  and,  though 
lie  was  inclined  to  furrender,  that  he  might 
have  the  more  time  to  fettle  his  private  affairs, 
yet  he  firft  drew  up  a  petition,  fetting  forth-, 
that,  though  he  had  been  engaged  in  the  ella- 
bliftiing  a  commonwealth,  during  which  he 
had  behaved  with  as  much,  tendernefs  as  affairs 
would  permit  ;  yet,  now  the  former  govern- 
ment being  re  eilablifhed,  he  thought  it  his- 
duty  to  fubmit  thereto,  that  he  might  be  en- 
titled to  the  protedlion  thereof. 

This  he  fent  by  his  Vvife  to  Mr.  Annefley 
for  his  opinion;  but  th-at  gentleman  (being 
now,  faya  our  author,  fworn  a  privy-counfel- 
lor)  on  perufal  faid,  He  thought,  it  would  be 
better  to  fay  nothing,  than  endeavour  to  juftify 
any  thing  that  had  been  done. 

Upon  this,  he  fent  his  wife  to  the  earl  of 
Ormond,  to  afk  his  advice  how  to  demean 
himfelf ;  who  made  large  promifes,  but 
would  enter  into  no  particulars,  unlefs  ilie 
would  difcover  whether  her  hufband  was  ilill 
in  England  ;  as  to  which  fhe  begged  his  ex- 
excufe. 

The  lieutenant-general  then  fent  her  to  Sir 

Harbotlle'Grimfton,  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of 
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commons^  to  acquaint  him  with  her  huf- 
band's  difficulties  and  doubts-.  Sir  Harbottle 
entered  very  freely  into  the  affair  with  her, 
telling  her.  He  believed  the  houfe  of  lords 
would  be  content  with  what  was  already  done; 
but,  if  they  fhould  not,  it  would  be  the  moil 
horrid  thing  in  the  world,  if  the  houfe  of 
commons  fhould  join  in  excepting  any  man 
who  had  rendered  himfelf ;  letting  her  know, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  there  was  no  undertak- 
ing  for  whai  they  would  not  do  ;  but  that 
he  would  confult  Mr.  HoIIis,  and  other  lead- 
ing men,  with  whom  he  ihould  dine  that  day, 
and  inform  himfelf  fully  in  every  particular ; 
and  would  then  give  her  the  beft  advice  he 
could. 

The  confequ-ence  was,  that  they  were  una- 
nimous of  opinion.  That  the  houfe  would  ne- 
v^r  be  guilty  of  fo  unworthy  an  adion  ;  and, 
therefore,  the  lieutenant-general's  beft  way 
v/ould  be  to  come  in  :  and,  to  make  it  both 
the  faferand  eafier.  Sir  Harbottle  granted  him 
his  warrant  to  protedl  him  from  arrefts  by  the 
way ;  and  promifed  to  fpeak  to  the  ferjeant  to 
be  moderate  in  his  demands :  which  he  ac- 
cordingly did;  and  the  lieutenant-general  fur- 
rendered. 

As  this  furrender  was  chiefly  made  to  get 
time  and  opportunity  to  fettle  his  affairs,  the 
hail  he  procured  were  not  very  fubftantial; 
and  thefe  he  honeftly  told.  That,  if  he  found 
his  life  was  at  all  in  danger,  he  would  go  off, 
if  poiTible.      He   therefore  kept  the   ftridteft 

guard 
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guard  during  the  fitting  of  the  houfe  every 
day,  to  prevent  being  leized  by  any  order  of 
theirs  during  the  contells  about  the  bill,  which 
was  hotly  debated  in  the  houfe  oflords;  where 
the  royal  party  feemed  inclined  ,to  except  all 
the  judges  of  Charles  I.  and  did  add  feveral 
to  the  bill,  even  of  thofe  who  had  come  in 
upon  the  proclamation  :  yet  the  lieutenant-ge- 
neral was  fortunate  enough  to  efcape  beinp- 
named  ;  and  well  it  was  for  him  that  he  did 
fo  ;  for  the  houfe  of  commons  confirmed  the 
additions  made  by  the  lords,  with  very  little 
reflriaions,  no  lefs  than  nineteen  who  had  fur- 
rendered  themfelves  being  inferted  ;  and  de- 
livered over  by  the  ferjeant  at  arms  to  the 
lieutenant  of  the  tower,  as  would  the  lieute- 
nant-general have  been  (though  not  yet  in- 
ferted) had  he  not  withdrawn  himfelf  to 
Richmond,  on  notice  that  the  lieutenant  of 
the  Tower,  Sir  John  Robinfon,  would  move 
the  houfe,^  that  all  the  perfons  in  the  ferjeant's 
cuHody  might  be  delivered  up  to  him. 

On  notice  of  thefe  proceedings,  and  that 
there  was  much  clamour  at  his  fecreting  him» 
felf,  he  came  privately  to  town,  and  again 
fent  his  wife  to  Sir  Harbottle  Grimfton  for 
advice  ;  who  was  flill  pofitive  for  his  furren- 
dering  himfelf  into  cuilody :  at  which  fhe  hefi- 
tating,  he  told  her.  That  he  would  vvafh  his 
hands  of  her  hufband's  blood  ;  by  aifuring 
her,  that,  if  he  would  furrender  himfelf,  his 
life  would  be  as  fafe  as  his  own ;  but,  if  he 
refufed  to  hearken  to  that  advice,  and  /hould 
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happen  to  be  feized,  he  was  like  to  be  the  firft 
man  they  would  execute,  and  fhe  would  be 
left  the  pooreft  widow  in  England.  But  the 
advice  of  another  friend,  backed  with  the 
friendly  counfel  of  lord  Ofibry,  Ton  to  the 
marquis  of  Ormond,  outweighed  all  that  the 
fpeaker  had  faid,  and  determined  the  lieute- 
nant-general's rcfoluticn  to  quit  England; 
which  he  inftantly  put  in  praclice  :  and,  hav- 
ing taken  leave  of  all  his  friends,  he  went 
over  London-bridge  in  a  coach  to  St.  George's 
church,  in  the  Borough  of  South wark,  where 
he  took  horfe  ;  and,  travelling  all  night,  ar- 
rived at  Lewes,  a  fca  port  on  the' coaft  of 
SufTex,  by  break  of  day  the  next  morning, 
without  having  paiTed  through  any  principal 
town  by  the  way. 

On  the  Tuefday  after  he  left  London,  he 
went  on  board  a  fmallopen  velTel  prepared  for 
him  ;  but  the  weather  being  very  bad,  he 
quitted  that,  and  took  Ihelter  in  a  larger, 
which  had  been  got  ready  for  him,  and  in 
which,  but  a  few  weeks  before,  Richard 
Cromwell  had  gone  over  to  France ;  but 
flruck  upon  the  fands  in  going  down  the  river, 
and  lay  then  a-ground  ;  and  was  hardly  got 
on  board  this,  when  fome  perfons  came  to 
fearch  that  he  had  quitted  ;  but  not  fufpeding 
any  body  to  be  in  that  alhore,  did  not  exa- 
mine it  ;  by  which  means  he  efcaped  :  and, 
waiting  a  day  and  a  night  for  the  ftorm  to 
abate  (during  which  the  mailer  of  the  veffely 
whether  he  had  heard  that  lieutenant-general 
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Ludlov/  was  corvfined  amongH  the  reft  of  the 
king's  judges)  the  next  niorning  he  put  to 
fea,  and  landed  at  Dieppe  that  evening  before 
the  gates  vvere  (hut. 

He  was  recommended  to  the  houfe  of  one 
Madame  de  Caux,  who,  with  great  civility, 
making  him  an  offer  of  going  to  her  coantry- 
houfe,  he  readily  embraced  it  ;.  as  well  to 
avoid  the  many  Irifh  then  in  the  town,  as  to 
enjoy  the  liberty  of  taking  the  air. 

6oon  after  his  going  off,  a  proclamation  was 
publifhed  for  apprehending  and  fecuring  him, 
with  a  reward  of  three  hundred  pounds. 
One  of  thefe  proclamations  came  to  his  hands, 
inclofed  in  a  pacquet  of  letters;  wherein  his 
friends  earneftly  defired  he  would  remove  to 
fome  place  more  diftant  from  England  :  and 
this  made  him  refolve  for  Geneva.  In  pur- 
fuance  of  which  refolution,  he  took  the  way 
of  Roan  for  Paris,  where  he  ftayed  feveral 
days  to  view  what  was  remarkable. 

From  hence  he  travelled  through  Lyons  to 
Geneva,  where  he  arrived  without  meeting 
with  any  moleftation  by  the  way  5  and  took 
up  his  quarters  at  one  Mr.  Perrot's,  who  had 
ferved  in  the  parliament  army  durino-  the 
civil- war,  and  thereby  had  acquired  the  En- 
glilh  language.  Here  he  was  joined  by  Mcf- 
lieurs  Lille  and  Cowiey,  two  of  thofe  who  fat 
as^  judges  on  the  late  king  ;  and,  together 
with  them,  made  private  application  to  one 
of  the  principal  fyudics  for  the  proteftion  of 
E  z  the 
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the  republic ;  which  was  fecretly  propofed  : 
but  his  two  companions  not  being  fatisfied 
therewith,  would  addrefs  the  council  publicly, 
a^^ainft  his  advice  ;  ,and  thereby  gave  offence; 
fo  that  they  found  it  neceflary  to  withdraw  to 
Laufanne,  and  feek  proteftion  from  the  Can- 
ton of  Bern ;  which  was  readily  granted  both 
for  themfelves  and  Ludlow,  who,  in  a  few 
days,  followed  them. 

Here  the  lieutenant-general  remained  many 
years  ;  in  the  two  firil  of  which,  the  dutchefs 
of  Anjou,  he  fays,  (meaning  Madame  Henri- 
etta, dutchefs  of  Orleans)  oifered  a  perfon  of 
quality  ten  thoufand  crowns  to  affaffinate  him; 
but  the  bribe  was  refufed,  and  the  offer  dif- 
covered  to  a  merchant  of  Loufanne,  who  in- 
formed the  lieutenant-general  thereof. 

In  September,  1662,  they  were  joined  by 
feven  more  of  their  party;  viz.  Mr.  ferjeant 
Dendy,  Mr.- Nicholas  Love,  Mr.  Andrew 
Brcugliton,  Mr.  Slingfby  Bethel,  Colonel 
Bifcoe,  Mr.  William  Say,  and  Mr.  Cornelius 
Holland.  Thefe  perfons  having  paffed  through 
Bern  in  their  way,  and  paid  a  vifit  to  Mr. 
Humelius,  the  principal  minifter  there,  were 
by  him  informed  of  the  lieutenant-general, 
and  his  companions,  refiding  at  Laufanne,  in 
procuring  the  order  for  which  he  had  been 
very  ferviceable  ;  and  now,  by  this  means, 
gave  them  notice,  that  it  would  be  much  bet- 
ter for  them  to  remove  to  Vevay,  than  to  re- 
main any  longer  where  they  were  ;  on  which, 
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fix  of  them,  amongft  whom  was  the  liente- 
nant-general,  accordingly  removed  thither  ^ 
where  they  were  received  with  great  kindnefs, 
and  vifited  in '/orm  by  the  chief  mitgiflrates. 
Here  they  were  vifited  alfo  by  Mr.  Algernon 
Sidney,  as  he  returned  from  Rome;  and  who, 
when  he  left  them,  pafTed  through  Bern, 
where  he  did  them  fome  kind  ofHces,  and  in- 
formed them;  that  it  would  be  proper  for 
thofe  amongil  them  who  could  bear  travelling, 
to  make  a  tour  to  Bern,  to  pay  their  public 
acknowledgments  to  the  lords,  for  their  kind 
protedlion  granted  to  them. 

Hereupon  the  lieutenant-general  (accompa- 
nied with  Meffieurs  Love  and  Broughton,  who 
were  accidentally  come  over  from  Laufanne, 
fet  out  for  Bern. 

Being  arrived  there,  they  firfl  paid  their 
refpeds  to  Mr.  Humelius,  as  well  to  thank 
him  for  the  many  kind  offices  he  had  done  for 
them,  as  to  beg  he  would  afiift  them  in  mak- 
ing their  addrefs  to  the  council  in  as  private  a 
manner  as  they  could  ;  which  he  approved  of, 
and  obtained  liberty  for  them  to  do  it  in  what 
manner  they  thought  proper  ;  either  by  fpeech 
or  writing  :  which  latter  m.ethod  they  chofe, 
and  prefented  by  the  hands  of  the  advoyer,  or 
prefident  of  the  council,  an  addrefs. 

Our  author,  on  this  occafion,  gives  us   the 

hiftory  of  the  firft  ellabliiliment  of  the  republic 

of  Bern  ;  with  which  the  lieutenant-general  is 

fo  tranfported,  that  he   forgets,  while  he  ap- 

E  3  plauds 
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plauds  the  fpirlt  of  freedom,  that  he  is  an  ad- 
vocate for  the  do^rineof  afTaflination  ;  againfl: 
which,  in  his  own  perlbn,  he  raiies  great  ex- 
clamation-; and,  indeed,  not  without  reafon  : 
for,  foon  afier  his  return  from  Bern  to  Vevay, 
he  received  inforrriation  that  an  Iriihnian, 
called  Riartio,  and  (aid  to  belong  to  the  dutth- 
efs  cf  Orleans,  was  come  to  Turin,  with  an 
intention  to  form  fome  defign  againft  the 
iives  of  our  author  and  the  other  fugitives  : 
and  it  was  alfo  reported,  that  king  Cliarles  If. 
had  wrote  to  the  magiflracy  at  Bern,  to  de- 
niand  the  delivery  of  their  perfons. 

Many  letters  from  Turin,  Geneva,  Lyons, 
and  other  places,  confirmed  the  account  of 
Riardo's  being  in  the  country  of  Vaux  upon 
the  den gn  mentioned  ;  adding,  that  fo  many, 
and  luch  defperate  perfons,  were  engaged  with 
him  in  the  fame  deiign,  that  it  would  be  next 
to  impolTible  for  the  Engliihrnen  to  efcape. 
On  this  they  held  a  confakatioa,  the  refult  of 
which  was  not  to  quit  Vevay ;  bur,  as  there 
was  to  be  a  fair  there  foon,  to  apply  to  the 
magiilrates,  to  have  the  guards  doubled  that 
day,  and  to  change  their  lodgings  for  one 
night. 

Thefe  precautions  were  far  from  unneceiTa- 
ry  ;  for,  on  Sunday,  the  fourteenth  of  No- 
vember, 1653,  a  Savoy  boat,  in  which,  as 
the  lieutenant  general  was  afterwards  told, 
vvtre  Dupovs'  and  Cerife,  two  of  Lyons  ;  Du- 
pre,  a  Savoyard,     Riardo,  and  ethers,  about 
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an  hour  after  fun-fet,  arrived  at  Vevay,  and 
took  up  their  quarters  in  feveral  inns  for  that 
right.  The  next  morning,  as  Moniieur  Du- 
bois, the  lieutenant-general's  landlord,  went 
out  to  go  to  church,  he  obferved  the  boat  ly- 
ing with  four  watermen  in  her,  and  their  oars 
all  in  readinefs  to  put  off  at  a  minute's  warn- 
ing. Near  the  boat  were  two  perfons  cloaked 
.  fitting  under  a  tree  ;  and,  not  far  from  them, 
two  more  in  the  fame  guife  and  pofture.  This 
alarmed  Monfieur  Dubois,  who  immediately 
conjeflured  their  defign  muft  be  againi^  his 
lodgers  ;  whereupon  he  diredly  returned  home 
to  give  them  the  alarm,  being  conhrmed  in  his 
fufpicion,  from  hearing  there  were  fix  more, 
who  had  polled  themfelves,  two  in  the  way 
between  his  houfe  and  the  church,  and-  four  in 
the  market-place.  By  their  appearance  and 
garb,  every  one  fufpedting  they  had  arms  un- 
der their  cloaks,  had  made  the  town's  people 
obferve  them  fo  much,  that  they  all  retired 
from  the  town  towards  the  lake,  aid  left  tht^ 
paflage  free  for  the  lieutenant  general  and  his 
friends  to  go  to  church. 

On  their  return  from  thence,  hearing  th& 
Urangers  were  at  dinner  at  one  of  the  inns,  our 
amW  went  down  to  take  a  view  of  the  boat, 
which  he  found  as  before  defcribed,  and  a- 
great  quantity  of  ftraw,  under  which  his  land- 
lord i)iformed  him  they  had  concealed  them 
atm^  ;  and,  that  they  had  cut  all  the  withs,. 
which  fecured  their  oars,  of  the  town-boats  ta» 
prevent  being  purfued  :  however,  finding 
L  4.  themfslveai 
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themfelves  watched  fo  narrowly,  and  being 
apprehenfive,  from  Monfieur  Dubois's  beha- 
viour, that  he  would  have  them  feized,  foon 
after  they  had  dined,  they  took  to  their  boat 
and  returned  to  Savoy. 

This  attempt,  which  vv^s  foon  after  acknow- 
ledged by  Dupre  and  others  concerned,  alarmed 
the  magiilrates  of  Bern,  who  inftantly  fent 
fpecial  orders  to  the  bailiffs  of  Vevay,  Lau- 
fanne,  and  Merges,  to  be  efpecially  careful  of 
the  Engliih  under  their  protedion  ;  to  fearch 
all  boats  coming  from  Savoy  ;  to  let  no  llran- 
gers  refide  in  the  town,  without  giving  an  ex- 
ad  account  of  themfelves  and  their  bufmefs ; 
to  double  the  guards  at  Vevay  ;  and  to  give 
the  lieutenant-general,  and  his  companions, 
leave  to  ring  the  alarm-bell  (which,  being 
fituated  near  one  of  the  gates,  they  could  do 
from  one  of  their  own  apartments)  in  cafe  of 
any  fudden  attack. 

They  were  attempted  again  by  fome  perfons 
who  came  by  land  about  eight  days  after  ; 
but  thefe  Vvere  alfo  difcovered,  as  were  feveral 
who  endeavoured  to  furprize  them  ;  but  were 
always  difappointed,  except  in  the  cafe  of  Mr. 
Lifle,  in  which  they  fiicceeded;  and  afFeded 
Mr.  Say  and  colonel  Bifcoe  fo  much,  that  they 
removed  firil:  into  Germany,  and  then  to  Hol- 
land ;  whither,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Dutch  war  foon  after,  with  king  Charles  II. 
they  earneilly  invited  the  lieutenant-general 
ciO-comei  in  order,  as  they  faid,  to  head  a  ho- 
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dy  of  Dutch  troops,  with  which  De  Wit  pro- 
pofed  to  invade  England  ;  but  the  States  hav- 
ing tamely  fufl'ered  Corbet,  Okey,  and  Bark- 
Head,  three  of  tl;e  regisides,  who  had  taken 
fnelter  at  Delft,  in  1661,  t>  be  trapanned, 
and  fent  prifoners  to  England,  by  Sir  George 
peaning,  minilkr  to  king  Charles  If.  the 
lieutenant-general  would  never  hearken  to 
any  offers  from  the  Hague  or  AmUordam,  iin> 
lei's  the  States  would  fiift  difclaim  that  aaion^ 
and  next  promife  not  to  make  any  treary  v/ith-- 
out  fecuring  all  who  (hould  engage  with  thera : 
but,  as  this  was  never  complied  with,  he  did 
not  flir  from  Vevay,  though  he  had  procured 
a  pafs  from  the  count  d'Eftrades  for  that 
purpoie,  had  he  received  the  acknov/ledgments" 
he  demanded. 

Whether  the  Englifh  court  had  any  know- 
ledge of  thefe  negotiation^,  or  only  gaeiled  that 
fomeihing  of  this  lort  might  he  iet  on  foot  be-- 
tvveen  the  fugitives  and  the  Dutch  and  French,, 
we  know  not;  but  (he  renewed  and  redoubled' 
her  diligence,  through  thedutciiels  of  Oriean's 
and  the  queen^ mother  of  England's  means,  to 
get  the  lieutenant  general  and  his  frienda  afTaA 
iinated  ;  many  attempts  being  made  during 
this  treaty,  and  even  after  the  peace,  with  the 
Dutch,,  who  took  no  fort  of  care  of  the  Re- 
gicides. "  But  ie  pleafed  Providence,"  fays 
he,  <<  to  fruftrate  not  only  thofe  bloody  de» 
figns,  but  alfo  to  baffle  all  the  endeavour's  ufed 
by  Charles  li.  and  his  mercenary  tODl^;  to 
K-  S.  •de|>riv& 
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deprive  any  of  the  exiles  of  the  proteclion 
granted,  and  more  than  once,  openly  avowed 
by  the  Canton  of  Bern  to  them. 

By  this  means,  the  lieutenant-general  not 
only  furvived  Charles  II.  but  lived  to  fee  the 
ruin  of  king  James  the  Second,  by  the  Revo- 
lution, in  which  he  earneftly  defired  to  have 
been  an  afTiitant;  and  left  his  retreat  at  Vcvay, 
and  came  to  England,  in  order  to  exert  his  old 
sge  in  that  caufe  ;  having  fome  expedlations 
cf  bting  employed  in  Ireland,  againil  the  po- 
pilh  and  other  adherents,  as  he  ftyles  him,  to 
the  abdicated  king. 

In  this  deiign  he  ventured  to  appear  fo 
openly  in  London,  that  an  addrefs  was  pre- 
feiued  to  his  majefty,  king  William,  from  the 
houfe  of  common?,  by  the  hands  of  Sir  Ed- 
ward Seymour,  on  the  feventh  of  November, 
1689  ;  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  put  out  a 
proclamation  for  the  apprehending  of  colonel 
Ludlcw,  attainted  for  the  murder  of  king 
Charles  I.  &c.  Whereupon,  our  author,  be- 
ing inibrmed  of  the  motion,  haftened  to  the 
fea-fide  ;  whence,  after  waiting  rear  a  fort- 
night for  a  good  wind,  he  returned  to  Vevay, 
vv'here  he  continued  till  his  death,  v/hich  hap- 
pened in  the  year  1693,  and  in  the  feventy- 
third  year  of  his  age. 

His  corpfe  was  interred  in  the  beft  church 
there,  in  which  his  lady  ere£led  a  monument 
©f  her  conjugal  aftedion  to  his  memory. 

The 
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The    life    of 

Thomas  Fairfax. 


THOMAS,  lord  Fairfax,  a  very  aftlve 
man  in  the  parliament  fervice  during 
our  unhappy  civil-wars,  in  the  hil  century, 
and  at  length  general  of  their  ar^.ies,  was  the 
eldeft  fon  of  Ferdinando,  lord  Fairfax,  by 
Mary,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Edmund  Shef- 
field earl  of  Mulgrave. 

He  was  born  at  Denton,  within  the  parifh 
of  Otley,  in  Yorkfhire,  in  January,  161 1, 
After  a  proper  fchool- education,  he  ftudied 
fome  time  in  St.  John's  college,  in  Cambridge, 
to  which,  in  his  latter  days,  he  became  a  be- 
ne fador. 

He  appears  to  have  been  a  lover  of  learning, 
though  he  did  not  excel  in  any  branch,  ex- 
cept it  v/as  in  the  Hiilcry  and  Antiquities  of 
Britain;  as  will  appear  in  the  fequel. 

Eeing  of  a  martial  difpofition,  even  in  his 
younger  years  ;  but  finding  no  employment 
at  home,  he  went  and  fervcd  in  Holland  as  a 
volunteer,  under  the  command  of  Horatio 
lord  Vere,  in  order  to  learn  the  art'  of  war. 
Alter  fome  ftay  there,  but  how  long  we  cannot 
karn,  he  came  back  to  England  ;  and,  re- 
tiring to  h-is  father's  houfe,  married  Anne, 
E  6  fourth 
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fourth  daughter  of  the  faid  lord  Vere.     Here 
he  contracted  a  firong  averfion  for  the  court ; 
either  by  the  inftigation  of  his  wife,  who  was 
a  zealous  Preibyterian  ;  or  elfe  by  the  perfua- 
lion  and  example  of  his  father,  who  grew  ac- 
tively and  faclioufly  difaffeded  to  the  king.   So 
that,  upon  his  majefty's  firll:  endeavours  to  raife 
a  guard  at  York  for  his  own  perfon,  (appre- 
hended then  by  the  people  of  thofe  parts,  and 
found,  quickly  after,  to  be  the  beginning   of 
an  army),  he  was  entrufied   by  his   party   to 
prefer  a  petition  to  the  king,  befeeching  him 
to  hearken  to  his  parliament,  and  not  to  take 
that  courfe  of  raifmg   forces  :     which    peti- 
tion the  king  endeavouring  to  fliun,  he  preiTed. 
with  that  inftance,  and  follov^^ed  him  fo  with 
it,    on    Key  worth -moor,    in   the    prefence  of 
near  one  hundred   thoufand  people,    that,  at 
laft,  he  prefented  it  upon  the  pomei  of  his 
faddle. 

Shortly  after,  upon  the  adual  breaking  out 
of  the  civilvvars,  in  1642,  his  father  having 
received  a  commiflion  from  the  parliament  to- 
be  general  of  the  forces  in  ithe  north,  he  had  a 
com  million  under  him  to  be  general  of  the 
horfe. 

His  firft  exploit  was  at  Bradford,  in  York— 
ihire,  which  he  obliged  a;  body  of  Royalills  to 
quit,  and  to  retire  to  Leeds.  A  few  days  af- 
ter, he  and  captain  Hotham,  with  fome  horfe 
and  dragoons  marching  thither,  the  Royalills 
Bed  in  hade  to  York  ;  and  the  former  having 
advanced,  to  Tadcafter,  refolved  to  keep  the 
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pafb  at  Wetherby,  for  fecuring  the  wefl  riding 
of  Yorkfliire,  from  whence  their  chief  fupplies 
came.  Sir  Thomas  Glemham  attempted  to 
dillodge  them  from  thence ;  but,  after  a  fliort 
and  fharp  encounter,  retired  ;  whereupon 
William  Cavendiih,  earl  of  Newcaille,  and 
Henry  Clifford,  earl  of  Cumberland,  united 
tfieir  forces  at  York,  amounting  to  nine  thou- 
fand  men,  and  refolved  to  fail  upon  Tadcafler;, 
which  being  judged  untenable,  the  lord  Fair- 
fax, and  his  fon  Sir  Thomas,  drew  out  to  an 
advantageous  piece  of  ground  near  the  town  ; 
but,  after  a  fix  hours  f-ght,  were  beaten,  and. 
withdrew  in  the  night  to  Selby. 

Three  days  after.  Sir  Thomas  marched  in 
the  night  by  feveral  towns  in  which  the  Roy- 
alith  lay  ;  and  came  to  Bradford,  where  he 
entrenched  himfelf:  but,  having  too  many 
Ibldiers  to  lie  idle,  and  too  few  to  be  upon 
conftant  duty,  he  refolved  to  attempt  his  ene- 
mies in  their  garrifons..  Accordingly  coming 
before  Leeds,  he  carried  that  town,  on  the 
twenty-third  of  January,  1642-3,  after  a  hot 
difpute  ;  wherein  a  good  ikore  of  ammunition 
fell  into  his  hands,  of  which  he  flood  in  great 
want. 

Next  day  he  defeated  a  party  of  feven  hun- 
dred horfe  and  foot  at  Gilborough,  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Slingfby :  and  then  Wake- 
field and  Doncafter  yielded  themfelves  to  the 
parliament.  But,  for  thefg  overt-a<f^s,  Wil- 
liam, earl  of  Newcaftle,  the  king's  general^. 
prodaimedSir  Thomas  and  his  father  tray- 
tors. 
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tors,  and  the  parliament  did  the  like  for  the 
earl. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  lord  Fairfax  bein^ 
denied  fuccour  from  Hull,  and  the  eaft  riding, 
was  forced  to  forfake  Selby,  and  retire  to> 
Leeds  :  of  which  the  earl,  of  Newcaille  hav- 
ing intelligence,  he  lay  with  his  army  on. 
Clifford  moor,  to  intercept  him  in  his  way  to 
Leeds.  Whereupon  Sir  Thomas  was  ordered 
by  his  father  to  bring  what  mer>  he  could  to 
join  with  him  at  Sherburne,  on  purpofe  to  fe- 
cure  his  retreat. 

To  amufe  the  earl,  Sir  Thomas  made  a  di- 
ver fion  at  Tadcafter,  which  the  garrifon  imme- 
diately quitted,  and  whereof  he  flighted  the 
works.  But  the  lord  Goring  marching  to  its 
relief,  with  twenty  troops  of  horfe  and  dra- 
goons, defeated  Sir  Thomas  upon  Bramham- 
moor  ;  who  alfo  received  a  fecond  defeat  upon 
Seacrof"t-moor,  where  fome  of  his  men  were 
flain,  and  many  taken  prifoners :  fo  that  ha 
made  his  retreat  with  much  difficulty  to  Leeds 
about  an  hour  after  his  father  was  fafely  come 
thither :  and,  according  to  him,  this  was  one 
of  the  greateil  lofTes  he  ever  received, 

Leeds  and  Bradford  being  all  the  garrifons 
the  parliament  had  in  the  north.  Sir  Thomas 
thought  it  neceflary  to  pofTefs  fome  other 
place  :  therefore,  with  about  one  thoufand 
one  hundred  horfe  and  foot,  he  drove,  on 
the  twenty-iirft  of  May,  the  Royalifts  out  of 
Wakefield,  which  they  had  fcized  again ;  and 
took  one  thoufand    four   hundred   prifoners, 

eighty 
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eighty  officers,  and  great  ftore  of  ammunition  : 
but,  (hortly  after,  the  earl  of  Newcaftle  com- 
ing to  befiege  Bradford,  and  Sir  Thomas  and 
his  father  having  the  boldnefs,  with  about 
three  thoufand  men,  to  go  and  attack  his  whole 
army,  which  confiiled  of  ten  thoufand  men, 
on  Adderton-moor,  they  were  entirely  routed 
by  the  earl,  on  the  thirtieth  of  June,  with  a 
confiderable  lofs. 

Upon  that,  Halifax  and  Beverley  being 
abandoned  by  the  Parliamentarians,  and  the 
lord  Fairfax  having  neither  a  place  of  ftrength 
to  defend  himfelf  in,  nor  a  garrifon  in  York- 
fliire  to  retire  to,  withdrew  the  fame  night  to 
Leeds,  to  fecure  that  town;  but,  by  his  order. 
Sir  Thomas  flayed  in  Bradford  with  eight 
hundred  foot  and  fixty  horfe  ;  wherein  being 
furrounded,  he  was  obliged  to  force  his  way 
through  :  in  which  defperate  attempt,  his  lady, 
and  mafiy  others,  were  taken  prifoners. 

At  his  coming  to  Leeds,  he  found  things 
in  great  diftradtion,  the  council  of  war  hav- 
ing refolved  to  quit  the  town,  and  retreat  to 
Hull,  which  was  fixty  miles  off,  with  many  of 
the  king's  garrifons  in  the  way.  However, 
though  there  were  fifty  or  fixty  troops  of  Roy- 
alills  within  three  m.iles  of  Leeds,  he  got 
fafely  to  Selby,  where  there  was  a  ferry,  and 
and  hardby  one  of  the  parliament's  garrifons 
at  Cawood. 

Immediately  after  his  coming  to  Selby,  be- 
ing attacked  by  a  party  of  horfe  which  pur- 

fued 
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fued  him,  he  received  a  fhot  in  the  wrift  o^ 
his  left  arm,  which  made  the  bridle  fall  out  o^ 
his  nand  ;  and,  being  among  the  nerves   afjd 
veins,    fuddenly   let   out  fuch  a   quantity  of 
blood,  that  he  was  ready  to  fall  from  his  horfe; 
but  taking  the   reins  in    the  other  hand,  in 
which  he  had  his  fword,  he  withdrew  himfelf 
out  of  the  crowd  ;  and,  after  a  very  trouble- 
fome  and  dangerous  pafTage,    being  often  at- 
tacked, fometimes  in  the  front,  fometimes   in 
the  rear,  he  came  to  Hull. 

Upon  thefe  repeated  difaders,  the  Scots 
were  haiHly  follicited  to  fend  twenty  thoufand 
men  to  the  affiftance  of  the  Parliamentarians, 
who  were  thus  likely  to  be  overpowered. 

The  lord  Fairfax,  after  his  coming  to  Hull, 
made  it  his  firil  bufmefs  to  raife  new  forces  ; 
and,  in  a  fhort  time,  had  about  one  thoufand 
five  hundred  foot,  and  feven  hundred  hoife. 
The  town  being  little,  Sir  Thomas  was  fent 
to  Beverley  with  the  horfe  and  fix  hundred 
foot ;  for,  the  marquis  of  Newcaftle  looking 
upon  them  as  inconiiderable,  and  leaving  only 
a  few  garrifons,  was  marched  with  his  whole 
army  into  Lincolnfliire,  having  orders  to  go 
into  ElTex,  and  block  up  London  on  that  fide. 
But  he  was  haftily  recalled  northward,  upon 
the  lord  Fairfax's  fending  out  a  large  party 
to  make  an  attempt  upon  Stanford-bridge,  near 
York. 

The  marquis,  at  his  return  into  Yorkfhire, 
Srfl  diflodged  from  Beverley  Sir  Thomas,  who 
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retreated  into  Hulj,  to  which  the  marquis  laid 
fiege,  but  could  not  carry  the  place.  During 
the  fiege,  the  horfe  being  ufelefs;  and  many 
d,ying  every  day,  Sir  Thomas  was  fent  with 
them  over  into  Lincolnfhire,  to  join  the  earl 
of  Manchefter's  forces,  then  commanded  by- 
major-general  Cromwell.  At  Horn-caftle,  er 
Wenlby,  they  routed  a  party  of  five  thoufand 
men,  commanded  by  Sir  John  Henderfon  i 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  befieged  in  Hull- 
making  a  fally  upon  the  befiegers>  obliged 
them  to  retire. 

Thefe  two  defeats  together,  the  one  falling- 
heavy  upon  the  horfe,  the  other  upon  the 
foot,  kept  the  royalifts  all  that  winter  front 
attempting  any  thing ;  and  the  parliamenta- 
rians, after  the  taking  of  Lincoln,  fettled 
themfelves  in  winter- quarters.  But  Sir  Tho- 
mas had  not  long  the  benefit" of  them,  for  ia^ 
the  ccldefl  feafon  of  the  year,  he  was  com- 
manded by  the  parliament,  to  go  and  raife- 
the  feige  of  Nantwich  in  CheQiire,  which  the 
lord  Byron,  with  an  army  from  Ireland,  had 
reduced  to  great  extremity.  He  fet  forward 
from  Lincolnlhire  December  the  twenty- 
ninth,  and,  being  joined  by  Sir  William 
Brereton,  entirely  routed,  on  the  twenty-firft 
of  January,  the  lord  Byron,  who  was  drawn 
out  to  meet  them.  After  that  they  took 
feveral  garrifons  in  Chefhiie,  particularly 
Crew-houfe,  &c. 

Sir  Thomas  having  flayed  in  thofe  parts 
till  the  middle  of  March,  was  ordered^back  by 

his 
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his  father  into  YorkHtire,  that  by  the  conjunc- 
tion of  their  forces  he  might  be  abler  to  take 
the  field.  They  met  about  Ferry  bnd;:ve  j. 
and  colonel  Beliafis,  governor  of  York,  having' 
advanced  to  Selby,  to  hinder  their  junflion,. 
they  found  means,  notwithltanding,  to  join, 
and  entirely  defeated  him,  on  the  elevenih  o£ 
April  1644..  This  good  fuccefs  rendered  Sir 
Thomas  mailer  of  the  field  in  Yorklhire,  and 
nothing  then  hindered  him  from  marching 
into  Northumberland,  as  he  had  been  ordered 
by  the  parliament,  to  join  the  Scots,  wnich 
were  J<:ept  from  advancing  fouthward  by  the 
fuperior  forces  of  the  marquis  of  Newcaille,. 
(quartered  at  Durham.  But  thatilroke  having 
thrown  York  into  the  utmoft  diilradlion,  the 
inhabitants  fpeedily  fent  to  the  marquis  tO) 
haften  back  thither  ;  by  which  means  a  way 
was  left  open  for  the  Scots,  who  with  cold 
and  frequent  alanns  were  reduced  to  great 
extremity.  They  joined  the  lord  Fairfax  at 
Wetherby,  on  the  twentieth  of  April,  and 
mar-ching  on  to  York,  laid  fiege  to  that  city, 
wherein  the  marquis  of  Newcaftie  had  fhut 
himfeifup;  being  clofely  purfued,  on  the  way 
thither,  by  Sir  Thomas,  and  major-general 
Leiley.  And  when  prince  Rupert  v/as  ad- 
vancing ont  of  Lancaildie  to  the  relief  of  that 
place,  they  marched  wiih  fix  thoufand  horfe 
and  dragoons,  and  five  thoufand  foot,  to  flop 
his  progrefs  :  but  he  eluding  their  vigilance, 
aiid  fetching  a  compafs  about  with  his  army, 
wljjch  confiiled  of  above  twenty-thoufitnd  men,. 

got 
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got  into  York.  Whereupon  the  parliamenta- 
rians railed  the  feige,  and  retired  to  Heffey- 
nioor.  The  Engliih  were  for  fighting,  and 
the  Scots  for  retreating;  which  Jail  opinion 
prevaiiing,  they  both  marched  away  to  Tad- 
cailer,  there  being  great  differences  and  jea- 
loufies  between  the  two  nations.  But  the  ralh 
and  haughty  prince,  inftead  of  harrafiing  and 
wearying  them  out  by  prudent  delays,  refolved, 
without  confulting  the  marquis  of  Newcaflle 
or  any  of  his  ofiiceis,  to  engage  them,  on 
Marilon-moor,  eight  miles  from  York,  on  the 
ftcor.d  of  July  ;  where  that  bloody  battle  was 
fought,  which  entirely  ruined  the  king's  af- 
fairs in  the  north.  In  this  battle  Sir  Thomas 
Fairfax  commanded  the  right  wing  of  the 
horfe. 

The  prince,  after  his  defeat,  retiring  to- 
wards LancaOiire,  and  the  marquis,  in  difcon- 
tent,  lajling  away  to  Hamburgh,  the  three 
parliament  generals  came  and  fat  down  again 
before  York,  which  furrendered  the  fifteenth 
of  July :  and  the  north  was  now  wholly  re- 
duced by  the  parliament's  forces,  except  feme 
garrifons.  Jn  September  following,  Sir  Tho- 
mas wa?  fent  to  take  Helmefley-calile,  where 
he  received  a  dangerous  fnot  in  one  of  his 
fhiouk'ers,  and  was  brought  back  to  York,  all 
being  doubtful  of  his  recovery  for  fome  time. 
Some  time  after,  he  was  near  being  killed  by 
a  cannon-fhot  before  Pomfret-caftle.  Hither- 
to he  had  acquitted  himfelf  with  undaunted 
bravery,  and  with  great  and  deferved  applaufe 

i'lom 
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from  his  party.  Had  he  flopped  here,  or  a& 
fuch  times,  at  leaft,  as  the  king's  conceffions 
were  in  reafon  and  equity  a  juil  ground  for 
peace  (much  more  than  once)  he  might  have 
been  honourably  ranked  among  the  reft  of 
thofe  patriots,  who  took  up  arms  only  for  the 
redrefs  of  grievances.  Eut  his  boundlefs  am- 
bition, and  his  great  defire  to  rule,  made  him 
weakly  engage,  with  the  utmoft  zeal,  in  the 
worft  and  moft  exceptionable  parts  of  cur 
unhappy  civil  wars.  For,  when  the  parlia- 
mentarians thought  fit  to  new  model  their  ar- 
my, and  to  lay  afide  the  honeft,  but  unfuccefs- 
ful,  Robert  Devereux  earl  of  Eilex;  they 
unanimouily  voted  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  to  be 
their  general  in  his  room  :  and  he  being  eafy, 
and  forward  to  undertake  or  execute  any  thing 
he  was  put  upon,  was  the  more  readily  chofen 
by  the  two  then  prevailing  parties  of  prefhyterians 
and  independants.  To  him  Oliver  Cromwell 
was  joined  with  the  title  of  lieutenant-general, 
but  with  intention  of  being  his  governor; 
and  he  was  indeed  the  fpring  of  all  his  fucceed- 
ing  motions.  Sir  Thomas  being  thus  voted 
commander  in  chief  of  the  parliament's  army, 
on  the  twenty-firllof  January  1644-5,  receiv- 
ed orders  from  the  parliament,  fpcedily  to  come 
up  from  the  North  to  London.  Accordingly 
he  repaired  privately  thitjier,  February  the 
eighteenth,  and,  the  next  day,  was  brought  by 
four  of  the  members  into  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, where  he  was  highly  complimented  by 

the 


THOMAS  FAIRFAX.  93- 
tlie  fpeaker,  and  received  his  CGmmiilion  of 
general. 

The  fifteenth  of  the  fame  month,  an  ordi- 
nance was  made,  for  raifing  and  maintaining 
of  forces  under  his  command  ;  it  having  been 
voted,  a  few  days,  that  he  fhould  nominate  all 
the  commanders  in  his  army,  to  be  taken  out 
of  any  of  the  other  armies,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  both  houfes. 

March  the  twenty- fifth,  the  parliament  or- 
dered him  one  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds^ 
The  third  of  April,  he  went  from  London  to 
Windfor,  where  he  had  appointed  the  p-eneral 
rendezvous,  and  continued  there  till  the  lall 
day  of  that  month,  new-framing  and  modelling 
the  army  :  or  rather  Cromwell  doing  it  in  his 
name.  For,  as  Mr.  Rapin  well  obferves, 
Cromwell  i.ad  fuch  an  influence  over  him, 
that  he  made  him  do  whatever  he  pleafed. 
April  the  fixteenth,  he  was  appointed  by  both 
houfes  governor  of  Hull.  In  the  mean  time, 
Taunton,  in  Someifetlhire,  one  of  the  parlia- 
ment's garrifons,  being  ciofely  befiegedh--  ihe 
royalifts.  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  received  orders 
to  haften  to  its  relief,  with  eight  thoufand 
horfe  and  foot.  He  began  his  march  f-A-y  the 
firft,  and  by  the  feventh  had  reached  Bland- 
ford  in  Dorfetfhire  :  but  the  king  taking  the 
field  from  Oxford,  with  Itrong  reir.fo.  ..ments 
brought  by  the  princes  Rupert  a-  .i  Maurice; 
Sir  Thomas  was  ordered  by  the  nsrliament  to 
fend  three  thoufand  foot  and  f  fteen  hundred 
horfe  to  relieve  Taunton,  and  himidf  to  re- 
turn 
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turn  with  the  reft  of  his  forces  to  join  Oliver 
Cromwell  and  major-general  Brown,  and  at- 
tend the  king's  motions.  The  fourteenth  of 
May  he  was  come  back  as  far  as  Newbury  ; 
where  having  relied  three  nights,  he  went  and 
forced  Denningtoncaftle,  and  took  a  few  pri- 
foners.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  lay  fiege  to 
Oxford,  as  he  was  dires^ed  by  the  committee 
of  both  kingdoms,  and  fat  down  before  it  the 
twenty-fecond.  But  before  he  had  made  any 
progrefs  in  this  fiege,  he  received  orders  to 
draw  nearer  the  king,  who  had  taken  Leicefter 
by  ftorm,  May  the  thirty-firft^  and  was  threat- 
ning  the  eaftcrn  afibciated  counties.  Sir  Tho- 
mas, therefore,  rifing  from  before  Oxford, 
June  the  fifth,  arrived  the  fame  day  at  March- 
Gibbon  in  Buckinghamfnire  ;  on  the  eleventh 
he  was  at  Wooton,  and  the  next  day  at  Gilf- 
borough  in  Northamptonfinre  :  where  he  kept 
his  head-quarters  till  the  fourteenth,  vvhe  ■  he 
engaged  the  king's  forces  at  the  fatal  and  de- 
cifive  battle  of  Nafeby,  and  obtained  a  com- 
pleat  vidory.  The  king,  after  that,  retiring 
into  Wales,  Sir  Thomas  wentand  laidfiegeDn 
the  fixteenth  to  Leicefter,  which  furrendered 
on  the  eighteenth.  He  proceeded,  on  the 
twenty-fecond,  to  Warwick,  and  thence  (with 
a  difpofition  either  to  go  over  the  Severn  to- 
wards the  king,  or  to  move  weihvard  as  he 
fhould  be  ordered)  he  marched  on  through 
Gioucefterfhire  towards  Marlborough,  where 
he  arrived  on  the  twenty-eighth.  And  here  he 
received  orders  from  the  parliament,   to  hallen 

to 
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to  the  relief  of  Taunton,  which  was  befiged 
again  by  the  royalifts ;  letters  being  fent  at 
the  fame  time  into  the  aiTociated  counties- 
for  recruits,  and  the  arrears  of  pay  for  his 
army.  But  July  the  fecond,  upon  his  coming 
to  Blandford,  he  was  informed  that  the  lord 
Goring  had  drawn  off  his  horle  from  before 
Tounton,  and  left  his  foot  in  the  paflages  to 
block  up  that  place,  marching  himfelf  with  the 
horfe  towards  Langport.  vSir  Thomas  Fairfax 
therefore  advancing  aeainll  him,  defeated  him 
there  on  the  tenth  of  July;  and,  the  next  day, 
went  and  fummoned  Bridgewater,  which  was 
taken  by  florm  on  the  twenty -fecond.  He 
became  alfo  malter  of  Bath  on  the  thirtieth  of 
the  fame  month  ;  and  then  laid  clofe  fiege 
to  Sherborne-cafce,  which  was  likewife  taken 
by  florm,  Auguil  the  fifteenth.  And  having 
befiged  tne  rich  and  famous  city  of  Brirtol 
from  the  twenty-fecond  oi  Augufl  to  the  tenth 
of  September,  it  -as  furrendered  to  him  by 
princ?  Rupert;  at  which  the  king  was  fo  ex- 
ceffiveiy  angry  that  he  ordered  the  prince  to 
go  an  I  feek  his  fubfiilence  fomewhere  beyond 
fea. 

Afcer  this  labourious  expedition,  the  gene- 
ral  relied  forne  days  at  Bith,  having  fent  out 
parties  to  reduce  the  caf>les  of  the  Devizes  and 
Berkley,  and  other  garrjfons  between  the  \^/ell 
and  London;  -md  on  the  twenty-third  moved 
from  Bath  to  the  Devhcs,  and  thence  to  War-^ 
minileron  the  t'-venty-feventh,  where  he  ftayed 
till   Odlober  the   eighth,    when  he  went    to 
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Lyme  in  Dorfetfnire.  From  this  place  he 
came  to  Tiverton,  of  which  he  became  maf- 
teron  the  nineteenth  ;  and  then,  as  he  could 
not  undertake  a  formal  fiege  in  the  winter- 
feafon,  he  blocked  up  the  ftrong  city  of  Exeter, 
which  did  not  furrender  till  the  thirteenth  of 
April  following;  in  the  mean  time,  he  took 
Dartmouth  by  dorm,  January  the  eighteenth 
1645-6;  and  feveral  forts  and  garrifons  at 
different  times.  February  the  fixteenth,  he 
defeated  the  lord  Hopton  near  Torrington, 
This  nobleman  retreating  with  his  broken  forces 
into  Cornwall,  Sir  Thomas  followed  him.  In 
purfuit  of  whom  he  came  to  Launceilon  on 
the  twenty-eighth  of  February;  and  to  Bodmin 
on  the  fecond  of  March. 

On  the  fourth,  Mount  Edgecombe  was  fur- 
rendered  to  him,  and  Fowey  about  the  fame 
<ime. 

At  laft,  the  parliament  army  approaching 
Truro,  where  lord  Hopton  had  his  head-quar- 
ters ;  and  he  being  fo  hemmed  in  as  to  remain 
without  poffibility  of  efcaping  ;  Sir  Thomas, 
on  the  fifteenth  of  March,  fent  and  offered 
him  honourable  terms,  if  he  would  capitulate. 
After  fome  delays  and  difficulties,  the  lord 
Hopton  accepted  of  them  ;  and  a  treaty  was 
figned  by  commilfioners  on  both  fides,  March 
the  fourteenth  ;  in  purfuance  of  which,  the 
royalirts,  confiding  of  above  five  thoufand 
horfe,  were  dilbanded  ;  and  took  an  oath  ne- 
ver to  bear  arms  againll  the  parliament.  But 
before  the  treaty  was  figned,  the  lord  Hopton 

and 
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'Smd  Arthur  lord  Capel,  retired  to  Scilly,  from 
whence  they  pafled  into  Jerfey,  April  the 
-feventeenth,  with  Charles,  prince  of  Wales, 
-Sir  Edward  Hyde,  and  other  perfons  of  dif^ 
tindlion.  Thus  tKe  king*s  army  in  the  Weft 
being  intirely  difperfed,  by  the  \agilance  and 
wonderful  fiKcefs  of  general  Fairfax ;  he  re- 
turned, March  the  thirty-firft,  to  the  feige  of 
Exeter,  which  furrendered  to  him  upon  arti- 
cles, the  thirteenth  of  April,  as  I  have  already 
obferved  :  and  with  the  taking  of  this  city 
ended  our  general's  weflern  expedition. 

Having  entirely  fubdued  thofe  parts,  which 
were  the  greateft  ftrength  and  almoft  the  only 
Tefuge  of  the  royalilb,  he  marched,  with  won- 
derful fpeed,  towards  Oxford,  the  moft  con^ 
fiderable  garrifon  remaining  in  the  king's 
hands.  Setting  out  therefore  from  Exeter, 
April  the  eighteenth,  he  came  en  the  firft  of 
May,  with  his  army  before  that  city,  and  be- 
gan to  lay  fiege  to  it.  The  king,  who  v;as 
there,  afraid  of  being  enclofed,  privately,  and 
indifguife,  departed  from  thence  on  the  twen- 
^y-feventh  of  April;  and.  May  the  fourth,  put 
himfelfinto  the  hands  of  the  treacherous  Scot?. 
Oxford  furrendered  upon  articles,  June  the 
twenty- fourth,  as  did  Wallingford  July  the 
twenty- fecond.  After  the  redu(f^ion  of  thefe 
-places,  Sir  Thomas  went  and  beHeged  Rag- 
iand-caftle  in  Monmouthfhire,  the  property 
of  Henry  Somerfet,  marquis  of  Worccfter, 
which  yielded  Augufl  the  nineteenth.  And 
thus,  before  Michaelmas   1646,  the  unhappy 

^^OL.  VL  F  king 
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king  had  neither  army  nor  fortrefs  left  in 
England. 

The  next  employment  required  of  the  ge- 
neral was,  to  dilband  major  general Mafiey^s  bri- 
gade, which  he  did  at  the  Devizes.  About 
that  time  he  was  feized  with  a  violent  fit  of 
the  flone,  under  which  he  laboured  many 
■days.  As  foon  as  he  was  recovered,  he  took 
a  journey  to  London  ;  where  he  arrived  No- 
vember  the  twelfth,  being  met  fome'^'miles  off 
by  great  crouds  of  people,  and  the  city  mi- 
Jitia.  '  The  next  day,  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment agreed  to  congratulate  his  coming  to 
town,  and  to  give  him.  thanks  for  his  faith- 
ful fer vices  and  wife  conducl :  which  they  did 
the  day  following. 

Hardly  had  he  time  to  reft,  when  he  was 
called  upon  to  convoy  the  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  that  had  been  granted  to  the 
Scottifn  army,  the  price  of  their  delivering  up, 
or  betraying,  their  fovereign,  king  Charles. 
For  that  purpofe  he  fet  out  from  London, 
December  the  eighteenth,  u'ith  a  fufficient 
force,  carrying  at  the  fame  time  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  for  hi:>  own  army. 

The  king  being  delivered  by  the  Scots  to 
the  parliament's  commiffioners,  at  Newcaftle, 
January  the  thirtieth  1646-7,  Sir  Thomas 
went  and  met  him,  February  the  fifteenth,  be- 
yond Nottingham,  in  his  way  toHolmby; 
and  his  majefty  flopping  his  horfe.  Sir  Tho- 
mas alighted,  and  killed  his  hand,  and  after- 
wards mounted,  and  difcourfed   with  him  as 

.   ihey 
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they  rode  along.  The  firft  of  March  follow- 
ing, after  long  debate  in  parliament,  he  was 
voted  general  of  the  forces  that  were  to  be 
continued.  He  came  to  Cambridge  the  twelfth 
of  the  fame  month,  where  he  was  highly  ca- 
refTed  and  complimented,  and  created  mailer  of 
arts. 

Hitherto  the  crafty  and  ambitious  Oliver 
Cromwell  had  permitted  him  to  enjoy  in  all 
refpedls  the  fupreme  command,  at  leaft  to  out- 
ward appearance.  And,  under  his  conduft, 
the  arm.y's  rapid  fuccefs,.  after  their  new  mo- 
del, had  much  fuiprifed  the  expeclation  of 
the  moft  fanguine  of  their  mailers,  the  parlia- 
ment. The  qucllion  now  was,  to  di(band  tha* 
majority  of  them  after  their  work  was  done, 
and  to  employ  a  part  of  the  reft  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  Ireland.  But  either  of  the  two  ap- 
peared to  all  of  them  intolerable.  For  many 
having,  from  the  diegs  of  the  people,  rifen 
to  the  higheft  commands,  and  by  plundering 
and  violence  aniairmg  daily  great  treafures,» 
they  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  lofing 
fuch  great  advantages.  To  maintain  them- 
felves  therefore  in  the  poffeiTion  of  them, 
Cromwell  and  his  fon-in-law  Ireton,  as  good 
a  contriver  as  bin  felf,  but  a  much  better 
writer  and  fpeaker,  dcvife  hov/  to  raife  a  mu- 
tiny, in  the  army,  agiiinfl  the  parliament. 
To  this  end  they  fpread  a  wiiifper  among  the 
foldiery,  *'  That  the  parliamer.t,  now  they 
had  the  king,  intended  to  difband  them  ;  to 
cheat  them  of  their  arrears  ;  and  to  fend  them 
F  t  into 
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into  Ireland,  to  be  deflroyed  by  the  Iriih/* 
1'he  army,  enraged  at  this,  were  taught  by 
Ireton  10  ered  a  council  among  themfelves, 
of  two  foldiers  out  'of  every  troop  and  every 
company,  to  confult  for  the  good  of  the  ar- 
my, and  to  aflift  at  the  council  of  war,  and 
advife  for  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  kingdom. 
Thefe  were  called  adjutators,  or  agitators, 
and  wholly  under  Cromwell's  influence  and 
direftion  ;  the  moll  adive  of  them  being  his 
avowed  creatures.  Sir  Thomas  faw  with  un- 
eafmefshis  power  on  the  army  ufurped  by  thefe 
agitators,  the  forerunners  of  -confufion  and 
anarchy,  whofe  defign  (as  he  obferves)  was 
to  raife  their  own  fortunes  upon  the  public 
ruin  ;  and  that  made  him  refolve  to  lay  down 
his  commiffion.  But  he  was  over-perfuaded 
by  the  heads  of  the  independent  fadtion  to 
hold  it,  till  they  had  accompliihed  their  def- 
perate  projefts,  of  rendering  themfelves  maf- 
ters  not  only  of  the  parliament,  but  of  the 
whole  kingdom.  For,  he  joined  in 'the  feveral 
petitions,  and  proceedings  of  the  army,  that 
tended  to  deftroy  the  parliament's  power. 
About  the  beginning  of  June,  he  advanced 
t  owards  London,  to  awe  the  parliament,  though 
both  houfes  d^fired  his  army  might  not  come 
within  fifteen  miles  of  the  fame;  June  the 
fifteenth,  he  was  a  party  in  the  charge  againll 
^eleven  of  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons ;  in  Auguft,  he  efpoufed  the  fpeakers  of 
J30th  houfes,  and  the  fixty-fix  members  that 
liad  iled  to  the  army;  and  -betrayed  the  pfi- 
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vHeges  of  parliament  :  and  entering  London, 
Auguft  the  fixth,  reftored  them  in  a  kind  of 
triumph.  For  which  he  received  the  thanks 
of  both  houfes,  and  was  appointed  conftable 
of  the  Tower.  He  was  no*  way  concerned 
in  the  violent  removal  of  the  king  from 
Holmby,  by  cornet  Joyce,  on  the  thirdof 
June;  and  waited  with  great  refpeJ-  apon  his  ' 
majerty  at  Sir  John  Cutfs  hcufe  near  Cam- 
bridge. Beingordered  on  the  fii';eenth  of  the  • 
fame  month,  by  the  parliament,  to  deliver  up 
the  perfon  of  the  king  to  fuch  psrksns  as  both  • 
houfes  {hauld  appoint ;  that  he  mighty  be" 
brought  to  Ricnmond,  where  propofitions 
were  to  be  preiented  to  him,  for  a  lafe  and 
v/ell  grounded  peace  :  inftead  of  complying 
(-though  he  feemed  to  do  fo)  he  carried  his 
majefty  from  pl?.ce  to  place,  according  to  the" 
feveral  motions  of  the  army.  And  yet  he 
outwardly  expreiTed  upon  moll  occafions,  a 
due  refpecl  for  him  ;  fo  that  his  ambiguous 
conduct  was  owing  to  the  fear  he  had,  leil 
the  parliament  Ihould  become  mailers  of  the 
king's  perfcn.  Thus,  not  having  the  will  or 
refolution  to  oppofe  what  he  had  not  power 
enough  to  prevent,  he  refigned  himfelf  en  tire- 
to  Cromwell  ;  and  though  he  wiiked  nothing 
that  Cromwell  did,  yet  he  contributed  to 
bring  it  all  to  pafs.  It  was  this  undoubtedly 
that  made  him  concur,  January  the  ninth 
1647-8,  in  that  cruel  declaration  of  the  army, 
wherein  they  adhered  to  the  common's  votes,' 
of  "  No  farther  addrefs  or  application  to  the 
F  3  '  king;- 
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king  ;  and    refolved  to    Hand  by  the  parlia- 
nient,  in  what  fiiould  be  farther  neceflaiy  for 
jfettJing    and    fecuring     the    parliament    and 
kinc^dom,     without     the    king    and     againll 

His  father  dying  at  York,  March  the  thir- 
teenth, he  became  poiTefTed  of  his  title  and 
eltate ;  and  was  appointed  -keeper  of  Pcnte- 
frad-caftie,  Cufius  Rotolorum  of  Yorkfiiire, 
Sec.  in  his  room.  But  his  father's  death  made 
ro  alteration  in  his  condud,  he  remaining  the 
fame  fervile  and  deluded  tool  to  Cromwell's 
ambition.  For  he  not  only  fent  extraordinary 
fupplics,  and  took  all  pains  imaginable  for 
reducing  colonel  Poyer  in  Wales ;  but  alfa 
quelled,  with  the  utmofr  zeal  and  induflry, 
an  infurretlion  of  apprentices  and  others  in 
London,  April  the  ninth,  who  had  declared 
for-Gcd  and  king  Charles.  The  firll  of  the 
fame  month,  he  removed  his  head-quarters 
to  St.  Edmund's-bury  ;  and  upon  the  royalills 
ieizing  Berwick  a-nd  Carlille  ;  and  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  the  Scots  entering  England,  he 
was  defired,  May  the  ninth,  by  the  parliament, 
to  advance  in  perfoninto  the  North,  to  reduce 
thofe  places,  and  to  prevent  any  danger  from 
the  threatened  invafion.  Accordingly  he  be- 
gan to  march  that  way,  the  twentieth.  But  he 
was  foon  recalled,  to  quell  an  infurredlion  in 
Kent,  headed  by  George  Goring  earl  of  Nor- 
wich, and  Sir  vViiiiam  Waller.  Advancing 
therefore  againll  them  from  London,  in  the 
latter  end  of  May?  he  defeated  a  confiderable 

party 
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party  of  them  ^t  Maidllone.  June  the  fecond, 
with  his  ufual  valour.     But  the  earl,  and  about 
five,  hundred  o^  the  royalfts,  getting  over  the 
Thames  at  Greenwich   into    'Effex,   June  the 
third,    they  were  joined    by    feverai    parties 
brought   by   Sir  Charles  Lucas,    and    Arthur 
lord   Cape],  which  made   up   their   numbers 
about  four  thoufand  ;  and  went  and  fhut  them- 
felves  up  in  Colchefler  on  the  twelfth  of  June. 
The  lord  Eajrfax,    informed  of  their  motion?, 
paffed  over  v/ith  his  forces  at  Gravefend,  with 
fo    much  expedition,   that  he   arrived    before 
Golchefter  June  the  thirteenth.     Immediately 
lie  fummoned  the  royaliils  to  furrender;  which 
they  refufmg,  he  attacks  them  the  fame  after- 
noon with  the  utmoft  fury.     But  being  rcpj!- 
ibd,  herefolved,  Jur/.' the  fojrtcenth,  to  block 
up  the  place,  in  order  to   ilarve  the  royaliils 
(hut   up   therein   into  a  compliance.     Thefe 
endured  a  fevere  and  tedious   fiege  of.  eleven 
weeks,  not  furrendering  till  Auguii  the  tvven-. 
ty  eighth;  and   feeding    for  about  five  weeks 
<:hiefly  upon   horfe-flefh  ;  all  their  endeavours 
for  obtaining   peace,     on  honourable    terms, 
being  ineffedtual.     This  aitair  is  the  moil  ex- 
ceptionable part  in  the  lord  Fairfaxes  conduct. 
For,  tie    granted   v/orfe     terms  to  that    poor 
town,  than  to  any^  other  in  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  war  ;  he  endeavoured    to  deilroy  it  as 
much  as    pollible;.  he  laid  an  exorbitant  fine, 
or  ranfom,    of  twelve  thoufand  pounds,    upon 
the  inhabitants,    to  excufe  them  from   being 
plundered  ;  and  he  vented  his  fury  and  revenge 
E  4  upp^ 


204  B^RITISH  PLUTARCH; 
•apon  Sir  Charles  Lucas  and  Sir  George 
Lifle,  who  had  behaved  in  the  befl  and  molt 
^nofFenfive  manner  during  the  fiege,  fparing 
that  buffoon,  the  earl  of  Norwich,  whofe  be- 
haviour had  been  quite  different  ;  fo  that  his- 
name  and  memory  there  ought  to  be  for  ever 
deteftable. 

i^fter  his  mighty  exploits  againft  a  poor  and 
"anfortiiied  town,  he  took  a  kind  of  triumphant 
progrefs  tolpfwicb,  Yarmouth,  Norwich,  St, 
Sdmundfbury,  Harwich,  Merfey,  and  Mal- 
con.  A-bout  the  beginning  of  December,  he 
came  again  to  London,  to  awe  that  city  and 
the  parliament,  and  to  forward  the  proceed- 
ings againfl  the  king  ;  quartering  himfelf  in 
th^  royal  palace  of  Xvhitehall  :  and,  by  fpe- 
cial  order  from  him  and  the  council  of  the- 
army,  it  was,  that  feveral  members  of  the 
lioufe  of  commons  were  fecluded  and  impri- 
foned  on  the  fixth  and  feventh  of  that  month  ;' 
he  being,  as  one  exprefTes^  it,  lulled  in  a  kind 
of  ilupidity.  Fie  was  foremofl  in  the  lift  of 
the  king's  judges,  but  refufed  t^  act,  probably 
by  his  lady's  perfuafion. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  February,  1648-9, 
he  was  voted  to  be  one  of  the  new  council  of 
flate  ;  but,  on  the  nineteenth,  he  refufed  to 
fubfcribe  the  Teft,  appointed  by  parliament, 
for  approving  all  that  was  done  concerning  the 
king  and  kinglhip-.  On  the  thirty-firll  of 
March,  he  was  voted  general  of  all  the  forces 
in  England  and  Ireland,  more  to  his  honour- 
ti'ian  intrinfie  power. 
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In  May,  he  marched  againft  the  Levellers, 
who  were  grown  very  numerous,  and  began 
to  be  troubleforae  and  formidable  in  Oxford- 
ihire,  and  utterly  routed  them  at  Burford. 
Thence,  on  the  twenty- fecond  of  the  fame 
month,  he  repaired  to  Oxford  with  Oliver 
Cromwell,  and  other  oflicers,  where  he  was 
highly  feafted,  and  created  do£lor  of  lav/s. 

Next,  upon  the  apprehenfion  of  the  like 
Jifings  in  other  places,  he  went  and  viewed  the 
cafties  and  fortifications  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight, 
and  at  Southampton,  and  Portfmouth  ;  and 
near  Guilford  had  a  rendezvous  of  the  army,... 
which  he  exhorted  to  obedience.  On  the 
fourth  of  June,  he  was  feafted,  with  other  of- 
ficers, &c.  by  the  city  of  London,  and  pre- 
fented  with  a  large  and  weighty  bafon  and. 
ev/er  of  beaten  gold. 

In  June,  1650,  upon  the  Scots  declaring 
for  king  Charles  If.  the  jun6lo  of  the  council 
of  ftate  having  taken  a  reroluiion  to  be  before 
hand,  and  not  to  flay  to  be  invaded  from  Scot- 
land, but  to  carry  firil  the  war  into  that  king- 
dom ;  general  Fairfax,  being  confulted,  feemed-* 
to  approve  of  the  defign  :  but  afterwards,  by 
the  perfuafion  of  his  lady,  and  of  the  prefby- 
terian  miniHers,  he  declared  himft-lf  unfatif* 
fed  ;  that  there  was  a  juft  ground  for  the  par-- 
iiament  of  England  to  fend  their  army  to  in- 
vade Scotland  ;  and  refolved  to  lay  down  his 
cc/mmiffion  rather  than  engage  in  that  affair. 
Whereupon,  on  the  twenty-fixth,  the  ordi- 
nance-whereby  he  was  appointed  commander 


io5     BRITISH    PLUTARCH. 

in  chief  of  all  the  forces  of  the  parliament, 

being  repealed,  that  high  truft  was  immedi- 
ately committed  to  Oliver  Cromwell  ;  who 
was  glad  to  fee  him  removed,  as  being  no 
longer  necefiary,  but  rather  an  obfcacle  to  his 
farther  ambitious  defigns. 

For  a  kind  of  compenfation,  the  parliament 
fettled  an  annual  revenue  of  live  thoufand 
pounds  upon  his  lordfliip. 

Being  thus  releafed  from  all  public  employ- 
ment, he  v^-'ent  and  lived  quietly  at  his  own 
houfe  in  Nun-Appleton,  in  Yorkihire ;  al- 
^vays  earnedly  wifhing  and  praying,  as  we  are 
allured,  for  the  reftitution  of  the  royal  family; 
and  fully  rcfolved  to  lay  hold  of  the  firft  good 
oppoi  tunity  to  contribute  his  part  towards  it ; 
which  made  him  always  locked  upon  with  a 
jealous  eye  by  the  ufurpers  of  that  time.  As 
foon  as  he  was  invited  by  general  Monk  to  af- 
fiii  him  againfl:  Lambert's  army,  he  chearfully 
embraced  the  occafion,  and  appeared,  on  the 
third  of  December,  1659,  at  the  head  of  a 
body  of  gentlemen  of  Yorkfhire;  and,  upon 
'  the  reputation  and  authority  of  his  name,  the 
Irilh  brigade,  of  one  thoufand  tv.'O  hundred 
horfe,  forfook  Lambert's  army,  and  joined 
him. 

The  confequence  was,  the  immediate  break- 
ing of  all  Lambert's  forces ;  which  gave  ge- 
neral Monk  an  eafy  march  into  England.  On 
the  finl  of  January,  1659-60,  iis  lordfhip 
made  him/elf  mafter  of  York  ;  and,  on  the  fe- 
cond  of  the  fame  month,  was  chofen  by  the 
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r«mp  parliament  one  of  the  council  of  flatCj 
as  he  was  again  on  the  twenty-third  of  Febru-- 
ary  enfuing.  On  the  twenty  ninth  of  March 
he  was>  eledled  one  of  the  knights  for  the 
county  of  York,  in  the  healing  parliament  ; 
and  was  at  the  head  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, on  the  third  of  May,  by  the  houfe  of 
commons,  to  go  and  attend  king  Charles  II, 
at  the  Hague  ;  to  defire  him  to  make  a  fpeedy 
return  to  his  parliament,  and  to  the  exercife  of 
his  kingly  office. 

On  the  fixteenth  of  May  he  waited  tipon  his 
majeily  with  the  reft,  and  attoned,  in  fome 
meafure,  for  all  paft  offences,  by  readily  con- 
curring and  afiifting  in  his  reftoration.  After 
the  diffolution  of  the  fhort  healing  parliament, 
he  returned  again  to  his  feat  in  the  country  ° 
where  he  lived  in  a  private  manner  till  his 
death,  which  happened  on  the  twelfth  of 
November,  1671,  in  the  iixtieth  year  of  his 
age. 

Several  letters,  remonflrances,  and  other 
papers,  fubfcribed  with  his  name,  are  pre* 
fervjed  in  Rufhworth,  and  other  colledionSs 
being  publiihed  during  the  time  he  was  gene- 
ral ;  but  he  difowns  moil  of  them,  lifter  hie 
deceafe,  Some  Short  Memorials,  written  by 
Himfelf,  were  publiftied;  which  do  him  no 
great  honour. 

The  lord  Fairfax,    as   to  his  perfon,  was 

tall,  but  not  above  the  jull  proportion;  and 

of  a  gloomy  and  melancholy  difpofition.    He 

F  6  Ham- 
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f^ammered  a  little,  and  was  a  bad  orator  in^- 
the  moft  plaufibie  occafion. 

As  to  the  qualities  of  his  mind,  he  was  re- 
ligious in  the  way  he  profefTed,  which  was 
prefbyterianifm  ;  of  a  good  natural  difpofition; 
a  great  lover  of  learning,  having  contributed 
to  the  edition  of  the  Polyglott,  and  other 
large  works;  and  a  psarticular  admirer  of  the 
hiHoTy  and  antiquities -of  Great-Britain  ;  wit- 
nefs  the  encouragement  he  gave  to  Mr. 
Dodfworth.  He  was  of  a  meek  and  humble 
carriage,  and  but  of  few  words  in  difcourfe 
and  council;  yet,  when  his  judgment  and 
reafon  were  fatisfied,  he  was  unalterable  ;  and 
often  ordered  things  exprefly  contrary  to  the 
judgment-of  all  his  council. 

His  valour  was  unqueflionable.  He  was 
daring,  and  no  felf-feeker  ;  and,  in  adlion  in 
the  field,  he  appeared  fo  highly  tranfported, 
that  fcarce  any  one  durfl:  fpeak  a  word  to  him, 
and  he  would  fesm  like  a  man  diflraded  and 
furious: 

His  being  outwitted  by  Cromwell,  in  fuf- 
fering  himfelf  to  become  the  tool  and  property 
of  that  wicked  and  ambitious  man,  was  his 
greateii  biemiih.  Happy  would  it  have  been 
for  the  nation,  happy  for  himfeif,  .if  he  had 
retkied  fooner. 


'Bim 
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The    life    of 

John  Milton. 


JOHN  MILTON  was  defcended  of  an- 
antient  family  of  that  name,  at  Milton, 
near  Abingdon,  in  Oxfcrd3)ire.  He  was  the 
fon  of  John  Milton,  a  money-fcrivener,  and 
born  on  the  ninth  of  December,  1608.  The 
family  from  which  he  defcended  had  been 
long  feated  there,  as  appears  by  the  monu- 
ments flill  to  be  feen  in  the  church  of  Milton, 
till  one  of  them,  having  taken  the  unfortunate 
fide  in  the  contefts  between  the  houfes  of 
York,  and  Lancafter,  was  deprived  of  his 
cftate,  except  what  he  held'  by  all  his  wife.. 
Our  author's  grandfather,  whofe  name  was 
John  Milton,  was  under-ranger,  or  reaper  of 
the  foreft  of  Shotover,  near  Halton,  in  Ox- 
fordfliire  :  but  a  man  of  Milton's  genius 
needs  not  have  the  circumflances  of  birth 
called  in  to  render  him  illuftrious,  he  refle6ls 
the  higheft  honour  upon  his  family,  which  re- 
ceives from  him  more  glory,  than  the  langeft 
defcent  of  years  can  give. 

Milton  was  both  educated  under  a  domef- 
tic  tutor,  and  likewife  at  St.  Paul's  fchool, 
under  Mr.  Alexander  Gill,  where  he  made, 
by  his  indefatigable  application,  an  extraor- 
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dinary  progrefs  in  learning.  From  his  twelfth 
year  he  generally  fat  up  all  night  at  his  ftu- 
dies,  which,  accompanied  with  frequent  head- 
ache, proved  very  prejudicial  to  his  eyes.  In 
the  year  1625  he  was  entered  into  Chrift's 
College  in  Cambridge,  under  the  tuition  of 
Mr.  William  Chanpel,  afterwards  bifhop  of 
Rofs  in  Ireland,  and  even  before  that  time, 
had  diftinguiilied  himfelf  by  feveral  Latin  and 
Englilh  poems. 

After  he  had  taken  the  degree  of  mafter 
of  arts,  in  1632,  he.  left  the  univerfity,  and 
for  the  fpace  of  five  years  lived  v/ith'his  pa- 
rents at  their  houfe  at  Horton,  near  Colbrook 
in  Buckingham Ihire,  where  his  father  having 
acquired  a  competent  fortune,  thought  proper 
to  retire,  and  fpend  the  remainder  of  his- 
days. 

In  the  year  1634  ^^^  wrote  hi.-  mafque  of 
Comu  ,  performed  at  Ludlovv-caftle,  before 
John  earl  of  Bridgewater,  then  prefident  of 
Wales:  it  appears  from  the  edition  of  this 
mafqae,  puhlifhed  by  Mr.  Henry  Lawes,  that 
the  principal ;  e:  wmers  were,  the  lord  Barclay, 
Mr. Thomas  Egerton ,  the  lady  Alice  Egerton  and 
Mr.  Lawes  himfelf,  who  reprefented  an  atten- 
dant* fpirit.  In  1637  ^^^  author  publifhed  his 
Lycidas ;  in  this  poem  he  laments  the  death  of 
his  friend  Mr.  Edwurd  King,  who  was  drowned 
in  his  palTage  from  Chefter,  on  the  Irifh  feas, 
in  1637  ;  it  was  printed  the  year  following  at 
Cambridge,  in  quarto,  in  a  colleftion  of  La- 
tin  and    Englifh    poems   upon  Mr.   King's 

death,. 
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death,  with  whom  he  had  contraded  the 
ftrongefl  friendlhip.  The  Latin  epitaph  in- 
forms us,  that  Mr.  King,  was  fon  of  Sir 
John  King,  fecretary  for  Ireland  to  queen 
Elizabeth,  James  I.  and  Charles  I.  and  that 
he  was  fellow  in  Chrift's-College,  Cambridg'e, 
and  was  drowned  in  the  twenty- fifth  year  of 
his  age. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  mother,  Milton  ob- 
tained leave  of  his  father  to  travel,  and  having 
waited  upon  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  formerly  am- 
baffador  at  Venice,  and  then  provoil  of  Eaton- 
college,  to  whom  he  communicated  his  de- 
fign  ;  that  gentleman  wrote  a  letter  to  him, 
dated  from  the  college,  April  18,  1638,  and 
printed  among  the  ReiiquicB  Wottonian^e,  and 
in  Dr.  Newton's  life  of  Milton.  Immediate- 
ly after  the  receipt  of  this  letter  our  author  fet 
out  for  France,  accompanied  only  with  one 
man  who  attended  him  through  all  his 
travels. 

At  Paris  A-Iilton  was  introduced  to  the  fa- 
mous Hugo  Grotius,  and  thence  v/ent  to 
Florence,  Siena,  Rome,  and  Naples,  in  all 
v/hich  places  he  was  entertained  with  the  ut- 
moft  civility,  by  perfons  of  the  firil  diftinc- 
tion. 

¥/hen  our  author  was  at  Naples  he  was  in- 
troduced to  the  acquaintance  of  Giovanni 
Baptifta  Manfo,  Marquis  of  Villa,  a  Neapoli- 
tan nobleman,  celebrated  for  his  tafte  in  the 
liberal  arts,  to  whom  TalTo  addrefTes  his  Dia- 
louge  on  Friendlhip,  and  whom  he  likewife 
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mentions  in  his  Gierufalemrae  liberata,  mth 
great  honour.  This  nobleman  fhewed  ex- 
traordinary civilities  to  Milron,  frequently  vi- 
iited  him  at  his  lodgings,  and  accompanied 
him  when  he  went  to  fee  the  feveral  curiofi- 
ties  of  the  city.  Ke  was  not  content  with 
giving  our  author  th'efe  exterior  marks  of  ref- 
ped  only,  but  he  honoured  him  with  a  Latin 
diftich  in  his  praife,  which  is  printed  before 
Milton's  Latin  poems.  Milton,  no  doubt, 
was  highly  pleafed  with  fuch  extreme  conde- 
fcenfion  and  efleem  from  a  perfon  of  the  mar- 
quis of  Villa's  quality  ;  and  as  an  evidence  of 
his  gratitude,  he  prcfented  the  marquis,  at 
his  departure  from  Naples,  his  eclogue,  en- 
titled Manfus;  which,  fays  Dr.  Newton,  is 
well  worth  reading  among  his  Latin  poems  ; 
fo  that  it  may  be  reckoned  a  peculiar  felicity 
in  the  marquis  of  Villa's  life  to  have  been  ce- 
lebrated both  by  TafTo  and  Milton,  the  great-, 
eft  poets  of  their  nation. 

Having  feen  the  finell  parts  of  Italy,  and  - 
converfed  v^ith  njen  of  the  firft  drilindion, 
he  was  preparing  to  pafs  over  into  Sicily  and 
Greece,  when  the  news  from  England,  that  a 
civil  war  was  like  to  lay  his  country  in  bleed, 
diverted  his  purpofe  ;  for  "as  by  his  education 
and  principles  he  was  attached  to  the  parlia- 
mentary interefl,  and  thought  itamark  of  abjed: 
cowardice,  for  a  lover  of  his  country  to  take  his 
pleafure  abroad,  while  the  friends  of  liberty 
were  contending  at  home  for  the  rights  of  hu- 
331311.  nature.    He  rdblved  therefore  to  return 

by. 
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by  the  way  of  Rome,  though  he  was  di/Tuaded 
from  pnrfuing  that  refolution,  by  the  mer- 
chants, who  were  informed  by  their  correfpon- 
dents,  that  the  Englifh  jefuits  there  were  form- 
ing plots  againft  his  life,  in  cafe  he  (hould  re- 
turn thither,  on  account  of  the  great  freedom 
with  which  he  had  treated  their  religion,  and 
the  boldnefs  he  difcovered  in  demonftrating 
the  abfurdity  of  the  pcpifh  tenets.  But,  fted- 
faft  in  his  refolutions,  he  went  to  Rome  the 
fecond  time,  and  flayed  there  two  months - 
more,  neither  concealing  his. name,  nor  de- 
clining any  difputations  to  which  his  an:ago- 
niib  in  religious  opinions  invited  him;  he 
efcaped  the  fecret  machinations  of  the  jefuits, 
and  came  fafe  to  Florence,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived.by  his  friends  with  as  mnch  tendernefs 
as  if  he  had  returned  to  his  own  country. 
Here  he  remained  two  months,  as  he  had 
done  in  his  former  vifit,  excepting  only  an  ex- 
curfion  of  a  few  days  to  Lucca,  and  then 
croiTing  the  Appenine,.  and  pafiing  through 
Bologne^and  Ferrara,  he  arrived  at  Venice,. 
in  which  city  he  fpent  a  month  ;  and  having 
Ihipped  oiF  the  books  he  had  colleded  in  his 
travels,  he  took  hi5  courfe  through  Verona, 
Milan,  and  along  the  lake  Leman.to  Geneva, 
In  this  city  he  continued  fome  time,  meeting- 
there  with  people  of  his  ovi^n  principles,  and 
contrafted  an  intimate  friendfliip  with  Giovan- 
ni Deodati,  the  moil  learned  profeiTor  of  di- 
vinity, whofe  Annotations  on  the  Bible  are- 
gublillied.  ia  Englifh;  and   from    thence    re- 
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turning  to  France  the  fame  way  he  had  goiie 
before,  he  arrived  fafe  in  England,  after  an. 
abfence  of  fifteen  months,  in  which  Milton 
had  feen  much  of  the  world,  rerd  the  charac- 
ters of  famous  men,  examined  the  policy  of 
different  countries,  and  made  more  extenfive 
improvements  than  travellers  of  an  inferior 
genius,  and  lefs  penetration,  can  be  fuppofed 
to  do  in  double  the  time. 

Soon  after  his  return  he  took  an  handfome 
houfcin  Alderfgate-ftreet,  and  undertook  the 
education-of  his  filler's  two  fons,  upon  a  plan 
of  his  own.  In  this  kind  of  fcholaftic 
folitude  he  continued  fome  time,  but  he  v/as 
aot  fo  rauch  immerfed  in  academical  (ludies, 
as  to  Hand  an  indiuerent  fpedator  of  what, 
was  aded  upon  the  public  theatre  of  his  coun- 

The  nation  was  in  great  ferment  m  1641,. 
and  the  clamour  againli  epifeopacy  running 
very  high,  Milton,  who  difcovered  how  much 
inferior  in  eloquence  and  learning  the  puritan 
teachers  were  to  the  bifhops,  engaged 
warmly  with  the  former  in  fupport  of  the 
common  caufe,  and  exercifed  all  the  power  or 
which  he  was  capable,  in  endeavouring  to 
overthrow  the  prelatical  eftabliOiment,  and 
accordingly  publifiied  five  tracts  relating  to 
church  government  ;  they  wer«  all  printed  at 
London,  in  quarto.  The  firil  was  indtled. 
Reformation  touching  Church  Difcipline  in 
England,  and^  the  Caufes  that  have  hiiherto 
hindered  it:  two  books  writter^  to  a  friend. 
The  fecond  was  cf  Practical  Epifeopacy,  and 

whethei. 
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whether  it  n*:ay  be  deduced  from  apoftolical 
times,  by  virtue  of  thofe  teicimonies  which  are 
aliedged  to  that  purpofe  in  fome  late  treatifes; 
one  Vv hereof  goes  under  the  name  of  James 
Ulher  archbiihop  of  Armagh.  The  third 
was  the  P.eafon  of  Church  Government  urged 
againil  the  prelacy,  by  Mr.  John  ?v/Iiiton,  in 
two  books.  The  fourth  v.as  Ariimadverfions 
upon  the  Remonftrant's  Defence  againft  Smec- 
tymnuus ;  or,  as  the  title-page  is  in  fome  co- 
pies, an  Apology  for  Smectymnuus,  with 
the  Reafon  of  Church  Government,  by  John 
Milton. 

In  theyear  1643  Milton  married  the  daiighr-. 
ter  of  Richard  Fov/ell,  Efq;  of  Forreil:  hill 
in  Oxfordfiiirc  ;  who,  not  long  after,  obtain- 
ing leave  of  her  hulband  to  pay  a  vifit  to  her 
faihei  in  the  coantsy.  bat,  upon  repealed 
mefiages  to  her,  refafaig  to  return,  Milton 
.  fcemed  difpofed  to  marry  another,  and  ia 
1644  publiflied  the  doctrine  and  difcipline 
of  divorce  j  the  judgment  of  Martin  Bucer 
concerning  divorce,  and  the  year  following- 
his  Tetrachordon  and  Colafierion. 

Mr.  Philips  obferves,  and  would  have  his 
readers  believe,  that  the  reafon  of  his  wife's 
averfion  to  return  to  him,  was  the  contrariety 
of  their  ftate-priKcipies.  The  lady  being 
educated  in  loyal  notions,  poffibly  imagined, 
that  if  ever  the  regal  power  ihould  flourifii 
again,  her  being  connected  with  a  perfon  io 
obnoxious  to  the  king,  would  hurt  her  father's 
intereft  ;  this  Mr.  Philip's  alledges,   but,  with 
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fubmiffion  to  his  authority,  I  diflent  from  his- 
opinion.  Had  fhe  been  afraid  of  marrying  a 
man  of  Milton's  principles,  the  reafon  was 
equally  Arong  before  as  after  marriage,  and 
her  father  muft  have  feen  it  in  that  light.  But 
from  what  caufs  this  averfion  proceeded, 
fhe  was  at  laft  prevailed  upon  by  her  rela- 
tions, who  could  forefee  the  danger  of  a  ma- 
trimonial quarrel,  to  make  a  iubmifTion,  and' 
Ihe  was  again  received  with  tendernefs. 

About   the    year    1644  our  avithor  wrote  a* 
fmall  piece  in  one  fheet  quarto,  under  this  title. 
Education,  to  iVlr.    Samjel   Hartly  ;  reprinted- 
at  the  end  of  his  poems  on  feveral  occafions  ; 
and  in  the  fame  year  he  pub'-fhed  at  London, ' 
in  quarto,  his  Arcopagitica,    or  a  Speech    of^ 
Mr.  John  Milton  for  the  liberty  of  unlicenfed" 
printing,  to  cite  parliament   of  England.     In< 
1645  his  juvenile  poems  were  printed  at  Lon- 
don, and  about  this   lime  his  zt-al  for  the  re- 
publican party  had  fo  far   recommended  him,^. 
that  a  defign  was  formed   of  making  him  ad-- 
jutant-general  in  Sir  William  Waller's  army  ; 
but  the    new -modelling  the  army  proved   an 
©bfiruaion  to  that  advancement.     Soon  after 
the  march  of  Fairfax  and  Cromw-eli  Vv'ith  the- 
whole   army   through   the    cit) ,    in    order  to 
fupprefs  the  infurredion    which    Brown    and 
Maffey    were    endeavouring    to    raife    there, 
againft  the    army's    proceedings,    he  left  his 
great  houfe  in  Barbican,  for  a  fmalkr  in  High- 
Holborn,  where  he  profecuted  his  fludies  till 
after   the    king's   tryal  and  death,  when   he 
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publifhedhis  tenure  of  King's  and  magiilrates. 
His  obfervations  on  the  articles  of  peace,  be- 
tween James  earl  of  Ormond  for  king 
Charles  I.  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Irifh 
rebels  and  papills  on  the  other  hand  ;  and  a 
letter  fen  t  by  Ormond  to  colonel  Jones  gover- 
•nor  of  Dublin  -,  and  a  reprefentation  of  the 
Scotch  prelbytry  at  Belfaft  in  Ireland.  He 
was  now  admitted  in  the  fervice  of  the  com- 
monwealth, and  was  made  Latin  fecretary  to  the 
council  of  ftate,  who  refolved  neither  to  write 
nor  receive  letters  but  in  the  Latin  tongue, 
which  was  common  to  aU  ftates.  Thus  we 
have  (een  Milton  raifcd  to  the  dignity  of  La- 
tin Secretary.  It  is  fomewhat  flrange,  that  in 
times  of  general  confufion,  when  a  man  of 
parts  has  the  faireft  opportunity  to  play  off 
his  abilities  to  advantage,  that  Milton  did  not 
rile  fooner,  nor  to  a  greater  elevation;  he  was 
employed  by  thofe  in  authority  only  as  a  wri- 
ter, which  conferred  no  power  upon  him, 
and  kept  him  in  a  kind  of  obfcurity,  who  had 
from  nature  all  that  was  proper  for  the  field  as 
well  as  the  cabinet ;  for  we  are  aiTured  that 
Milton  was  a  man  of  confirmed  courage.  In 
165 1  our  author  pubiifhed  his  Pro  Populo  An- 
glicano  Defenfio,  for  which  he  was  rewarded 
by  the  commonwealth,  with  a  prefent  of  a 
thoufand  pounds,  and  had  a  confiderable 
hand  in  corredting  and  poliftiin^  a  piece  writ- 
ten by  his  nephew,  Mr.  John  Philips,  and 
printed  at  London  1652,  under  this  title, 
Joannis  Philipyi  Angli  Refponfis  ad  Apologi- 
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am  Anonymi  cujusdam  Tenebrionis  pro 
Kege  &  Populo  Anglicano  infantifiman.  Du- 
ring the  writing  and  publifhing  of  this  work, 
he  lodged  at  one  Thompfon's,  next  door  to 
the  Bull-head  tavern  at  Charing-crofs  ;  but 
-he  foon  removed  to  a  Garden-houfe  in  Petty- 
France,  next  door  to  lord  Scudamore's,  where 
^he  remained  from  xj^  year  16^2  till  within  a 
few  weeks  of  the  reftoiation.  In  tins  houfe, 
'his  firft  wife  dying  in  child-bed  in  1652,  he 
married  a  fecond,  Catherine,  the  daughter  of 
captain  Woodcock  of  Hackney,  who  died  of 
a  confumption  in  three  months  after  fhe  had 
been  brought  to  bed  of  a  daughter,  This  fe- 
cond marriage  was  about  two  or  three  years 
after  he  had  been  wholly  deprived  of  his  fight; 
for  by  reafon  of  his  continual  ftudies,  and  the 
head-ach,  to  which  he  was  fubjedl  from  his 
youth,  and  his  perpetual  tampering  with  phy- 
fic,  his  eyes  had  been  decayed  for  twelve 
years  before.  In  1654  ^e  publifhed  his  De- 
fen  fio  Secunda,  and  the  year  following  his 
Defenfio  pro  Se. 

Being  now  at  cafe  from  his  flate  adverfa- 
ries,  and  political  controverfies,  he  had  lei- 
fure  again  to  profecute  his  own  Iludies,  and 
private  defignj,  particularly  his  hiftory  of 
Britain,  and  his  ne.v  Thefaurus  Linquce  La- 
tina:,  according  to  the  method  of  Robert 
Stevens,  the  rnanulcript  of  which  contained 
three  large  volumes  folio,  and  has  been  made 
ufe  of  by  the  editors  of  the  Cambridge  Dic- 
tionary,   printed   in  quarto,  1693.     In  1658 
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l^c  publiilied  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  Cabinet 
Council  ;  and  in  1659  a  treatife  of 
the  civil  power  in  ecclefiaftical  courts, 
and  Confiderations  touching  the  likelieft 
means  to  remo\'e  hirelings  out  of  the 
Church  ;  wherein  are  alfo  difcourfes  of  tythes, 
■church-fees,  church- revenues,  and  whether 
any  maintenance  of  miniilers  can  be  fettled 
inlaw,  Lond.  1659,  in  twelves.  ^ 

Upon  the  difTolution  of  the  parliam.ent  by 
the  army,  after  Richard  Cromwell  had  been, 
obliged  to  refign  the  proteflorfhip,  Milton  wrote 
a  letter,  in  which  he  laid  down  the  model  of 
a  commonwealth  ;  not  fuch  as  he  judged  the 
bell,  but  what  might  be  the  readied  fettled  at 
that  time,  to  prevent  the  reHioration  of  king- 
ly government  and  domeflic  diforders  till  a 
mK)re  favourable  feafon,  and  better  difpofitions 
for  eredling  a  perfeft  democracy.  He  drew 
up  likewife  another  piece  to  the  fame  purpole, 
which  feems  to  have  been  addreffed  to  general 
Monk  ;  and  he  publiflied  in  February  1659, 
his  ready  and  eafy  way  to  eilablifh  a  free  com- 
monwealth. Soon  after  this  he  publiflied  his 
Brief  Notes  upon  a  late  Sermon,  entitled. 
The  Fear  of  God  and  the  King,  printed  in 
quarto,  Lond.  1660. 

Jufl  before  the  reftoration  he  was  removed 
from  his  office  of  Latin  fecretary,  and  con- 
cealed himfelf  till  the  adl  of  oblivion  was 
publifhed ;  by  the  advice  of  his  friends  he  ab- 
fconded  till  the  event  of  public  affairs  ihould 
dire£l  him  what  courfe  to  take,  for  this  pur- 

pofe 
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pofe  he  retired  to  a  friend's  houfe  in  Bartho- 
lomew-clofe,  near  Welt- Smithfield,  till  the 
•general  amnafty  was  declared. 

The  a6t  of  oblivion,  fays  Mr.  Philips., 
proving  as  favourable  to  him,  as  could  be 
hoped  or  expefted,  through  the  interceffion  of 
fome  who  flood  his  friends  both  in  council 
Snd  parliament,  particularly  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  Mr.  Andrew  Marvell,  member  for 
Hull,  and  who  has  prefixed  a  copy  of  verfes 
•before  his  Paradife  Loft,  and  vigoroufly  in  his 
behalf,  and  made  aconfiderable  party  for  him, 
fo  that  together  with  John  Goodwin  of  Cole- 
man-llreet,  he  was  only  fo  far  excepted  as  not 
to  bear  any  office  in  the  commonwealth.  Mr, 
Richardfon,  in  his  life  of  Milton,  Remarks, 
by  means  of  Sir  William  Davenant  who  ob- 
tained his  remiflion,  in  return  of  his  own  life, 
procured  by  Milton's  intereft  when  himfelf 
was  under  condemnation.  Anno  1650.  A  life 
was  owing  to  Milton  (Davenant's)  and  it  was 
paid  nobly  ;  Milton's  for  Davenant's,  at 
Davenant's  interceffion.  The  management  of 
the  affair  in  the  houfe,  whether  by  lignifying 
the  king's  defire,  or  otherwife,  was,  perhaps, 
by  thofe  gentlemen  named. 

Milton,  being  fecured  by  his  pardon,  ap- 
peared again  in  public,  and  removed  to  Jew- 
in-ftreet,  where  he  married  his  third  wife, 
Elizabeth,  -hedaughterof  Mr.  Minfliu}  ofChe- 
ihire,  recommended  to  him  by  his  friend  Dr. 
Paget,  to  whom  he  was  related,  but  he  had 
no  children  by  her ;  Toon  after  the  rdloration 

he 
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he  was  ofFered  the  place  of  Latin  fecretary, 
to  the  king,  which,  notvvithftanding  the  im- 
portunities of  his  wife,  he  refufed  :  v/e  are  in- 
formed, that  when  his  wife  prefled  him  to 
comply  with  the  times,  and  accept  the  king's 
offei:,  he  made  anfwer,  *'  You  are  in  the 
light,  my  dear;  you,  as  other  women,  would 
ride  in  your  coach  ;  for  me,  my  aim  is 
to  live  and  die  aw  hmreH  man."  Soon  after 
his  marriage  with  his  third  wife,  he  removed 
to  a  houfe  in  the  Artillery-walk,  leading  to 
Bunhill-fields,  where  he  continued  till  his 
death,  except  during  the  plague,  in  1665, 
when  he  retired  with  his  family  to  St.  Giles 
Chalfent  Buckinghamfhire,  at  which  time  his 
Paradife  Loil  was  finilhed,  though  not  pu- 
blifhed  till  1667. 

Mr.  Richardfon  has  informed  us,  **  That 
when  Milton  dictated,  he  ufed  to  fit  leaning 
backwards  obliquely  in  an  eafy  chair,  with  his 
legs  flung  over  the  elbows  of  it  ;  that  he  fre- 
quently compofed  lying  a-bed  in  a  morning, 
and  that  when  he  could  not  fieep,  but  lay 
awake  whole  night?,  he  tried,  but  net  one 
verfe  could  he  make  ;  at  other  times  flowed 
eafy  his  unpremeditated  verfe,  with  a  certain 
Impetus,  as  himfelf  ufed  to  believe  ;  then, 
at  what  hour  foever,  he  rung  for  his  daughter 
to  fecure  what  came.  I  have  been  alfo  told, 
he  would  didate  many,  perhaps  forty  lines  in 
a  breath,  and  then  reduce  them  to  half  the 
number." 

Vol,  VI.  G  I  would 
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I  would  not  omit,  fays  Mr.  Richard  fort, 
tlie  leaft  circumiiance,  ihefe  indeed  are  trifles, 
but  even  fuch  contra<fl  a  fort  of  greatnefs, 
when  related  to  what  is  great.  After  the 
work  was  ready  for  the  prefs,  it  was  near  be- 
ing fupprefled  by  the  ignorance,  or  malice  of 
the  licenfer,  who,  among  other  trivial  ob- 
jedions,  imagined  there  was  trcafon  in  that 
noble   fimile,  b.  i.  v.  594. 

m I  As  when  the  fun  new-rifen 

Looks  through  the  horizontal  mifly  air, 
Shorn  of  his  beams ;  or  from  behind  the  moon. 
In  dim  eclipfe,  difailrous  twilight  (heds 
On  half  the  nations,  and  with  fear  of  change 
perplexes  monarchs. 

The  ignorance  of  this  licenfer,  in  obje(fting 
to  this  noble  iimile,  has  indeed  perpetuated 
his  name,  but  it  is  with  no  advantage;  he, 
no  doubt,  imagined,  that  *'  Perplexes  mo- 
narchs," was  levelled  againft  the  reigning 
prince,  which  is,  perhaps,  the  higheft  fimile 
in  our  language ;  how  ridiculouily  will  peo- 
ple talk  who  are  blinded  by  prejudice,  or  heat- 
ed by  party.     But.  to  return  : 

After  Milton  had  finilhed  this  noble  work 
of  genius,  which  does  honour  to  human  na- 
ture, he  difpofed  of  it  to  a  bookfeller,  for  the 
fmall  price  of  fifteen  pounds  ;  under  fuch  pre- 
judice did  he  then  labour,  and  the  payment 
of  the  fifteen  pounds  was  to  depend  upon  the 

fale 
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fale  of  two  numerous  Impreflions,  This  en- 
gagement with  his  bookfeller  proves  him  ex- 
tremely ignorant  of  that  fort  of  bufinefj,  for 
he  might  be  well  afilircd,  that  if  two  irnpref- 
fions  lold,  a  great  deal  of  money  mud  be  re- 
turned, and  how  he  could  difpofe  of  it  thus 
conditionally  for  fifteen  ponnds,  appears 
ftrange  5  but  while  it  proves  Milton's  igno- 
rance, or  inattention  about  his  interefl  in  this 
affair,  it,  at  the  fame  time,  demcnltrates  the 
bookfeller's  honefty  ;  for  he  could  not  be  ig- 
norant what  money  would  be  got  by  two  nu- 
merous editions. 

After  this  great  work  was  publifhed,  how- 
ever, it  lay  fome  time  in  obfcurity,  and  had, 
the  bookfeller  advanced  the  fum  ftipulated,. 
he  would  have  had  reafon  to  repent  of  his  bar- 
gain. 

Jt  v^as  generally  reported,  that  the  late  lord 
SomeifS  hilt  gave  Paradife  Loll  a  reputation  ; 
but  Mr.  Richardibn  obfervcs,  that  it  was 
known  and  efleemed  long  before  there  was 
fuch  a  man  as  lord  Vomers,  as  appears  by  a. 
pompous  edition  of  it,  printed  byfubfcrip- 
icription  in  1688,  where,  amcngft  the  lilt  of 
fublcribers,  are  the  names  of  lord  Dorfet, 
Waller,  Dryden,  Sir  Robert  Moward,  Duke, 
Creech,  Flatman,  Dr.  Aldrick,  Mr.  Atterbu- 
fV,  Sir  Roger  L'Eilrange,  lord  Scmers,  thea 
only  John  Somers,Efq;  Mr.  Richardfon  fur- 
ther informs  us,  that  he  was  told  by  SirGeorga 
Ilungerford,  an  ancient  member  of  parlia- 
ment, that  Sir  John  Denham  came  into  the 
G  z  houfQ 
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houfe  one  morning  with  a  iheet  of  Paradife 
Loft,  wet  from  the  prefs,  in  his  hand,  and 
being  aflced  what  he  was  reading?  he  an- 
fwered,  part  of  the  nobleft  poem  tJiat  ever 
was  written  in  any  langnF.ge,  or  in  any  age; 
however,  it  is  certain  that  the  book  was  not 
known  till  about  two  years  after,  when  the  earl 
cf  Dorfet  recommended  it,  as  appears  by  the 
following  ftory,  -related  to  Mr.  Richardfon,  by 
Dr.  TancredRcbinfon,  an  eminent  phyiician 
in  London,  who  was  informed  by  Sir  Fleet- 
wood Shepherd,  "  That  the  earl,  in  compa- 
ny with*' that  gentleman,  looking  over  fome 
books  in  Littie-Britain,  met  with  Paradife 
Loft  ;  and  being  furprifed  with  fome  paftages 
in  turning  it  over,  bought  it.  The  bookfeller 
defired  his  lordftiip  to  fpeak  in  its  favour, 
fince  he  liked  it,  as  the  impreflion  lay  on  his 
hands  as  wafte  paper.  The  earl  having  read 
the  poem,  fent  it  to  Mr.  Dryden,  who,  in  a 
ihort  time,  returned  it,  with  this  anfwer  : 
<*  This  man  cuts  us  all,  and  the  ancients  too." 

Criticks  have  differed  as  to  the  fource  from 
which  our  author  drew  the  firft  hint  of  writing 
Paradife  Loft  ;  Peck  conjedures  that  it  was 
from  a  celebrated  Spani.Qi  romance  called  Gu- 
zinan,  and  Dr.  Zachary  Pearce,  now  bifhop 
of  Banger,  has  alledged,  that  he  took  the  firft 
hint  of  it  from  an  Italian  tragedy,  called,  Jl 
Paradifo  Perfo,  ftili  extant,  and  printed  many 
years  before  he  entered  on  his  defign. 

Mr.  Lauder,  in  his  Eftay  on  Milton's  Life 
and  Imitation  of  the  Moderns,  has  infmuated, 

that 
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tBat  Milton's  firft  hint  of  Paradife  Loft,  was 
taken  from  a  tragedy  of  the  celebrated  Gro- 
tius,  called  Adamus  Exel,  and  that  MiltoiT 
has  not  thought  it  beneath  him  to  tranfplanc 
fome  of  that  author's  beauties  into  his  noble 
work,  as  well  as  fome  other  flower?  culled 
from  the  gardens  of  inferior  geniufes  ;  but- 
by  an  elegance  of  art,  and  force  of  nature,, 
peculiar  to  him,  he  has  drawn  the  admiration 
of  the  world  upon  paflages,  which,  in  their 
original  authors,  flood  neglefied  and  undif- 
tinguiihed.  If  at  any  time  he  has  adopted  a 
fentiment  of  a  cotemporary  poet,  it  delerves 
another  name  than  plagiary  ;  for,  as  Gartk 
expreffes  it  irx  the  cafe  of  Dryden,  who  was 
charged  with  plagiary,  that,  like  ladies  ef 
quality  who  borrow  beggars  children,  it  is  on- 
ly to  cloth  them  the  better,  and  we  know  no 
higher  compliment  could  have  been  paid  to 
thefe  moderns,  than  that  of  Milton's  doing 
them  the  honour  to  perufe  them,  for,  like  a 
prince's  accepting  a  prefent  from  a  fubjeft,- 
the  glory  is  refledled  on  him  who  offers  the 
gift,  not  on  the  monarch  who  accepts  it. 

In  the   year  1670,  our  author  publifhed  at 
London,  in    quarto,    his   Hillory   of  Britain, 
that  pirt  efpecially,  now  called  England,  from^ 
the    tirlt  traditional  beginning,    continued    tO' 
to  the  Norman  conquell,   colleded  out  of  the' 
ancienteil  and  beil  authors  thereof.     It  is  re- 
printed  in  the   firft  Volume  of  Dr.  Thenet's  • 
compleat  Hiilcry  cf  England.     Mr.  Toland, 
iu  his  Life  of  Milton,  page  43,  obl^rves,   that 
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we  have  not  this  hiflory  as  it  came  out  of  his 
hands,  for  the  licej^fers,  thefe  fworn  officers 
to  defiroy  learning,  liberty,  and  good  fenfe, 
expunged  feveral  palTages  of  it,  wherein  he 
had  expofed  the  fuperllition,  pride,  and  cun- 
liJDg  of  the  popilli  monks  in  the  Saxon  times, 
but  applied  by  the  fagacious  licenfers  to 
Charles  II. *s  bifhops.  In  1681,  a  con  fide ra- 
ble  parage,  v/hich  had  been  fupprefTed  in  the 
publication  of  this  hillory,  was  printed  at 
London  in  quarto,  under  this  title  :  Mr.  John 
Milton's  Charadler  of  the  Long  Parliament 
and  Aifimhly  of  Divines  in  1651,  omitted  in 
his  other  Works,  and  never  before  printed. 
.It  is  reported,  and  from  the  foregoing  charac- 
ier  it  appears  probable,  that  Mr.  Mikon  had 
lent  moft  of  his  perfonal  ellate  upon  the  pu- 
blic faith,  which  when  he  fomewhat  earneft- 
•]y  preifed  to  have  reftored,  after  long  and 
chargeable  attendance,  met  v/ith  very  (harp 
jebukes  ;  upon  which,  at  laft,  defpairing  of 
any  fuccefs  in  this  affair,  he  was  forced  to  re- 
turn from  them  poor  and  friendlefs,  having 
ipent  all  his  money,  and  wearied  al!  thofe  who 
hadefpoufed  his  caufe,  and  he  had  not,  pro- 
bably, mended  his  circumftances  in  thofe  days^ 
but  by  performing  fuch  fervice  for  them,  as 
afterwards  he  did,  for  which  fcarce  any  thing 
would  appear  too  great. 

In  1671  he  published  at  London,  in  ojfLavo, 
Paradil'e  Regained,  a  poem  in  four  books,  to 
which  is  added,  Sampfon  Agoniiles  :  therfi 
is  not  a  ftronger  proof  of  human    weaknefs, 

th&n 
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tlian  Milton's  preferring  this  poem  of  Para-' 
dife  Regained,  to  Paradife  Loll,  and  it  is  a 
natural  and  juft  obfervation,  that  the  MefTah 
in  Paradife  P>.egained,  with  all  his  meckneft., 
uratFeded  dignity,  and  clear  reafoning,  make<5 
nut  To  great  a  figure,  as  when  in  the  Paradiib 
Loft  he  appears  cloathed  in  the  terrors  of  Al- 
mighty vengear.ce,  wielding  the  thunder  of 
heaven,  and  riding  along  the  fky  in  the  cha- 
riot of  power,  drawn,  as  Milton  greatly  ex- 
preiles  it,  "  Wiih  four  Cherubic  Ihapes  ;  when 
he  comes  (^rcll  in  awfu!  njajefty,  and  hurls  ibc 
apoftate  fpirits  headlong-  into  the  fiery  gulf  of 
bottomlefs  perdition,  there  to  dwell  in  ada- 
raantine  chains  and  pt  nal  fire,  who  diirU  defy 
the  Omnipotent  to  arms."  Dr.  Newton  has 
oifTented  fronthe  geuerai  opinion,  concerning 
Paradife  Regained  :  •*  Certainly,"  fay^  he% 
•*  it  is  very  worthy  of  the  author,  and  contniry 
to  what  IVir.  Toland  Relates.  Milton  may  b*« 
feen  in  Paradife  Regained,  as  well  as  in  Paradife 
Lofl ;  if  it  is  inferior  in  poetry,  I  know  nor. 
whether  it  is  inferior  in  fentiment ;  if  it  is  Icfs 
dt'briptive,  it  is  more  argumentative;  if  it 
does  not  fometimes  rife  fo  high,  neither  dees 
it  ever  fink  below  ;  and  it  has  not  niet  with 
the  approbation  Icdeferves,  only  because  it  has 
not  been  more  readandconfidered.  His  fubjedt 
indeed  is  confined.,  and  he  has  a  narrow  founda- 
tion to  build  upon,  but  he  has  raifedas  noble  a 
fuperfirudareasfuch  little  room,  and  fuch fcanty 
mate!  1p1-  wouM  allow.  The  great  fceai  :y  of  it 
is  the  coLtrall  between  the  two  charadei->  of  he 
G4  tempter 
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tempter  and  our  Saviourjthe  artful  fophiilry, 
and  fpecious  infinuations  of  the  one,  refuted 
by  the  flrong  {Quk,  and  manly  eloquence  of 
the  other." 

The  £rfi  thought  of  Paradife  Regained  was 
owing  to  Elwood  the  quaker,  as  he  himfelf 
relates  the  occafion,  in  the  Plirtory  of  his  own 
Life.  When  Milton  had  lent  him  the  manu- 
fcript  of  Paridife  Loft  at  St.  Giles  Chalfont, 
ar.d  he  returned  it,  Milton  afked  him  how  he 
liked  it,  and  what  he  thought  of  it  ;  *'  which 
I  modeftiy  and  freely  told  him  (fays  Elwood) 
and  after  fome  further  difcourfe  about  it,  I 
pleafantly  faid  to  him,  Thou  haft  faid  much  of 
Paradife  loft,  but  what  haft  thou  to  fay  of  a 
Paradife  found?  He  made  no  anfwer,  but 
fat  fome  time  in  a  mufc,  then  broke  oiF  thit 
dirjouife,  and  fell  upon  another  fubjei^i,'* 
When  Elwood  afterwards  waited  upon  him 
in  London,  Milton  fnewed  him  his  Pa- 
radife Regained,  and  in  a  pleafanttone  faid  to 
him,  *'  this  is  owing  to  you,  for  you  put  it 
into  my  head,  by  thequeftion  you  put  to  me  at 
Chalfont,  which  before  I  had  not  thought 
of." 

In  the  year  1672,  he  publiflied  his  Artis 
Logicse  plenior  Inftitutio  ad  Rami  methodum. 
concinnata,  London  in  odtavo  ;  and  in  1673, 
a  difcourfe  intitled,  Of  true  Religon,  Herefy, 
Schifm,  Toleration,  and  what  hcil  means  may 
be  ufed  againft  the  growth  of  Popery,  London 
in  quarto.  He  publiPned  likewiie,  the  fame 
year,  Poeiijs,  ^c.  on   feveral  Occafions,   both 

Englii'h 
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Engliihand  Latin,  compofed  at  feveral  times,  , 
with  a  fmall  Tra<5late  of  Education  to  Mr. 
Hartlib,  London  in  oi^avo.  In  1674)16  pu- 
bliihed  his  Epifeolarum  familiarium,  lib.  i.  & 
Rolufiones  qusedam  Oratoris  in  Collegio 
Chrifti  habiice,  London,  in  odlavo,  and  in  the 
fame  year  in  quarto,  A  Declaration  of  the  Let- 
ters Patent  of  the  King  of  Poland,  John  III, 
eledled  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  May,  anno 
dom.  1674,  now  faithfully  tranflated  from  the 
Latin  Copy. 

Mr.  Wood  tells  us,  that  Milton  was  thought 
to  be  the  author  of  a  piece  called  The  Grand. 
Cafe  of  Confcience  ;  concerning  the  Engage- 
ment ftatcd  arid  refolved  ;  or  a  ftrift  Survey; 
of  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  in  refe- 
rence to  the  prefent  engagement  ;  but  others 
are  of  opinion  that  the  iHIe  and  manner  of 
writing  do  not  in  the  leaft  favour  that  fuppo- 
fition.  His  State  letters  were  printed  at  Lon- 
don in  1676,  in  twelves,  and  tranflated  into 
Englifh,  and  printed'  in  1694,  as  his  Brief 
Hillory  of  Mufcovy,  and  of  other  lefo-known 
countries,  lying  eaftward  of  Ruifia,  as  far  as 
Cathay,  printed  in  1682,  in  odlavo.  His  Hif- 
torical,  Poetical,  and  Mifcellaneous  works 
were  printed  in  three  volumes  folio,  in  1698^ 
at  London,  though  Amfterdam  is  mentioned 
in  the  ritle-page  with  the  life  of  the  author,., 
by  Mr.  Toland;  but  the  mod  compleat  and 
elegant  edition  of  his  profe  works  was  print- 
ed in  two  volumes  in  folio,  at  London,  in 
1738,  by'the  reverend  Mr.  Birch,  nowfecre- 
G.  5  larv 
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tary  to  the  royal  fociety,  with   an   appendix 
concerning  two  diilertaiions,  the  firA  concern- 
ing the   author  of  the  EIK3r2NBA2IAlKH,  the 
portraiture  of  his  facred  majefty    in   his   foli- 
tude  and  fufFerings  ;  and  the  prayer  of  Pame- 
la fubjoined  to  feveral  editions  of  that  book  ; 
the  fecond  concerning  the  commiflion    faid  to 
be  given  by  king  Charles  I.  in   1641,    to   the 
Irifh  papifts,  for  taking  up  arms  againft   the 
protellants  in  Ireland.     In  this  edition  the  fe- 
veral pieces  are  difpofed  according  to  the  or- 
der in  which  they  were   printed,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  a  Latin  tracl,  omitted  by  Mr.  To- 
land,  concerning  the  reafons  of  the  war  with 
Spain  in  1655,  and  feveral  pages  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  Great   Britain,  expunged  by    the  li- 
cenfers  of  the  pref?,  and  not  to  be  met  within 
any  former  imprcffions.     It  perhaps  is  not  my 
province  to    make     any   remarks    upon    the 
two  grand  difputations,  that    have    fubfilled 
between  the  friends  and  enemies  of  Charles  I. 
•  about  the  author  of  th^e  Bafilike,  and  the  com- 
mifTion  granted  to  the  Irifii  papills  ;  ao  to  the 
hH,  the  reader,  if  he  pleafes,  may  confult  the 
Life  of  Lord  Brohill,  in  which  he  will  iind  the 
.  JTiyilery  of  iniquity  difclofed,  and  Charles  en- 
tirely freed  from  the  leafl  appearance  of  being 
concerned  in  granting  fo  execrable  a  commif- 
fion ;  the  forgery  is   there   fully  related,  and 
there  is  all  the  evidence  the  nature  of  the  thing 
will  admit  of,  that  the  king's   memory   has 
been   injured  by  fo  bafe  an  imputation.     As 
to  the  fiiB,  it  b  fomewhat   difficult  to  deter- 
mine, 


JOHN     MILTON.       131 

mine,  whether  his  majelly  was  or  was 
not  the  author  of  thofe  pious  medita- 
tions J  Mr.  Birch  has  fummed  up  the  evi- 
dence on  both  fides  ;  we  (hall  not  take  upon 
us  to  determine,  on  which  it  preponcerates  ; 
it  will  be  proper  here  to  obferve,  the  chief 
evidence  aaainit  the  king  in  this  contention, 
is  Dr.  Gauden,  billiopof  Exeter,  who  claimed 
that  book  as  his,  and  who,  in  his  letters  to  the 
earl  of  Clarendon,  values  himfelf  upon  it,  and 
becomes  troublefomely  follicitous  for  prefer- 
ment on  that  account ;  he  likewife  told  the 
two  princes  that  the  Bafiiike  was  not  written 
by  their  father,  but  by  him  ;  now  one  thing 
is  clear,  that  Gauden  was  altogether  without 
parts  ;  his  Life  of  Hooker,  which  is  the  only 
genuine  and  indilpured  work  of  his,  fliews 
him  a  man  of  no  extent  of  thinking,  his  flile 
is  loofe,  and  negligently  florid,  v.hich  is  dia- 
metrically oppofite  to  that  of  thefe  medita- 
tions. 

Another  circumftance  much  invalidates  his 
evidence,  and  diminifhes  his  reputation  for 
honefly.  After  he  had,  for  a  confiderable 
time,  profeffed  himfelf  a  Proteftant,  and  been 
in  polTeffion  of  an  Englilh  bifhopric,  and  dif- 
covered  an  ai  dent  defire  of  rifing  in  the  churchy 
notwithftanding  this,  he  declared  himlelf,  n- 
his  death,  a  Papift  ;  and,  upon  th-  evideuc;' 
of  fuck  a  man,  none  can  determine  a  ponu 
in  difputation;  for  he  who  durft  thus  violaf:; 
his  conicience,  by  the  bafeft  hypocniy,  will 
G  6  iureiv 
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furely-make  no  great  fcruple   to  traduce  the 
memory  of  his  ibvereign. 

In  a  work  of  Milton's  called  Icon  Oclaftes, 
or,  The  Imagine  Broken,  he  takes  occafion 
to  charge  the  king  with  borrowing  a  prayer 
from  Sir  Philip  Sidney's  Arcadia,  and  placing 
it  in  his  Meditations  without  acknowledging 
the  favour. 

Soon  after  the  fentence  of  the  Regicides  had 
been  put  in  execution,  thefe  Meditations  were 
publiihed;  and,  as  Anthony,  by  (hewing  the 
body  of  murdered  Csefar,  excited  the  compaf- 
iion  of  multitudes,  and  raifed  their  indignation 
againil  the  enemies  of  that  illuflrious  Roman, 
fo  thefe  Meditations  had  much  the  fame  effe(^ 
in  England. 

The  Pielbyterians  loudly  exclaimed  againfl: 
the  murder  of  the  king  :  they  aflerted,  that 
his  perfon  was  facred,  and  fpilling  his  blood 
upon  a  fcafFold  was  a  ftain  upon  the  Engliih 
annals,  which  the  lateft  time  could  not  obli- 
terate. 

Thefe  tragical  complaints  gaining  ground, 
and  the  fury  which  was  lately  exercifed  againfl 
his  majefty,  fubfiding  into  a  tendernefs  for  his 
memory,  heightened  by  the  confideration  of 
his  piety,  which  thefe  meditations  ferved  to 
revive,  it  was  thought  proper,  in  order  to  ap- 
peafe  the  minds  of  the  people,  that  an  anfwer 
flioald  be  wrote  to  them.  In  this  taflc Milton 
engaged,  and  profecuted  it  with  vigour ;  but 
the  mcft  enthufiafiic  admirer  of  that  poet, 

upon 
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upon  reading  it,  will  not  fail  to  difcover  a 
fpirit  of  bitternefs,  an  air  of  peevifhnefs  and 
refentment,   to  run  through  the  whole. 

Milton  has  been  charged  with  interpolating 
the  prayer  of  Pamela  into  the  king's  Medita- 
tions, by  the  afiiftance  of  Bradftiaw,  who  laid 
his  commands  upon  the  printer  fo  to  do,  to 
blaft  the  reputation  of  the  king's  book. 

Dr.  Newton  is  of  opinion  that  this  fad  is 
not  well  fupported;  for  it  is  related  chiefly  on 
the  authority  of  Henry  Hills,  the  printer,  who 
had  frequently  affirmed  it  to  Dr.  Gill  and  Dr. 
Bernard,  his  phyficians,  as  they  themfelves 
have  teilified  ;  but,  though  Hills  was  Crom- 
well's printer,  yet  afterwards  he  turned  papift, 
in  the  reign  of  king  James  H.  in  order  to  be 
that  king's  printer;  and  it  was  at  that  time  he 
ufed  to  relate  this  ftory  ;  fo  that  little  credit  is 
due  to  his  teilimony.  It  is  almoil  impoffible 
to  believe  Milton  capable  of  fuch  difingenuous 
meannefs,  to  ferve  fo  bad  a  purpofe;  and  there 
is  as  little  reafon  for  fixing  it  upon  him,  as  he 
had  to  traduce  the  king  for  profaning  the 
duty  of  prayer  with  the  polluted  trafh  of  ro- 
mances ;  for,  in  the  beil  books  of  devotion^ 
there  are  not  many  finer  prayers ;  and  the 
king  might  as  lawfully  borrow  and  apply  it  to 
his  own  purpofe,  as  the  apollle  might  make 
quotations  from  heathen  poems  and  plays ; 
and  it  became  Milton,  theleaftof  all  men,  to 
bring  fuch  an  accufation  againil  the  king,  as 
he  was  particularly  fond  of  reading  romances, 

and 
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and  has  made  ufecf  them  in  fome  of  the  beft 
and  lateft  of  his  writings. 

There  have  been  various  conjesflures  con- 
cerning the  caufe  that  produced  in  Milton  fo 
great  an  averfion  to  Charles  I.  One  is,  that, 
'when  Milton  Hood  candidate  for  a  profefTor- 
Ihip  at  Cambridge,  with  his  much  efteemed 
friend  Mr.  King,  "ihtir  intere/l  and  qualifica- 
tions were  equal ;  upon  which  his  majelty  was 
required  by  his  nomination  to  fix  the  profef- 
for.  His  aafwer  was,  *'  Let  the  beft  natured 
nian  have  it  *'  To  which  they  who  heard 
him.  immediately  replied,  '<  Then  we  are 
certain  it  cannot  De  Milton's,  who  was  ever 
remarkable  for  a  ftern  ungovernable  man." 

Whether  ;li's  conjedlure  is  abfolutely  true, 
we  cannot  determine  ;  but,  as  it  is  not  with- 
out probabjji.-v,  it  has  a  riglit  to  be  believed 
till  a  more  faiisfaftory  one  can  be  given. 

Milton's  character,  as  a  poet,  was  never 
better  pourtrayed  than  in  an  epigram  under  his 
pidure  written  by  Mr.  Dryden: 

Three  poets,  in  three  diilant  ages  born, 
Greeve,  Italy,  and  England,  did  adorn. 
The  iirfi:,  in  loftinels  of  thought  farpafs'd ; 
I'he  next,  in  majefty  ;  in  both  the  lail : 
The  force  of  iMature  could  no  further  go. 
To  make  a  third,  ihe  join'd  the  former  two. 

This  great  man  died  at  his  houfe  at  Bun- 
hill  on  the  fifteenth  of  November,   1674,  and 

was 
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was  interred,  near  the  body  of  his  father,  in 
the  chancel  of  the  church  of  St.  Giles,  Crip- 
plegate. 

By  his  firll  wife  he  had  four  children,  a  fon 
and  three  daughters.  The  daughter  furvived 
the  father.  Anne  married  a  rnafter- builder, 
and  died  in  child-bed  of  her  firft  child,  which 
died  with  her  ;  Mary  lived  fingle  ;  Deborah 
left  her  father  when  (he  was  young,  and  went 
over  to  Ireland  with  a  lady,  and  came  to  Eng- 
land again  during  the  troubles  of  Ireland  un- 
der king  James  11.  She  married  Mr.  Abraham 
Clark,  a  weaver  in  Spittlehelds ;  and  died  on 
the  twenty-fourth  of  Auguft,  1727,  in  the 
feventy-fixth  year  of  her  age.  She  had  ten 
children  ;  viz.  feven  fons  and  three  daugh- 
ters ;  but  none  of  them  had  any  children,  ex- 
cept one  of  her  fons,  named  Caleb  ;  and  the 
youngefl  daughter,  whofe  name  is  Elizabeth. 
Caleb  went  over  to  Fort  St.  George,  in  the 
Eail- Indies,  where  he  married  and  had  two 
fons,  Abraham  and  Ifaac.  Of  thofe,  Abra- 
ham, the  elder,  came  to  England  with  gover- 
nor Harrifon,  but  returned  again  upon  ad- 
vice of  his  father's  death  ;  and,  whether  he 
or  his  brother  be  now  living  is  uncertain- 
Elizabeth,  the  youngeft  child  of  Deborah, 
married  Mr.  Thomas  Foiler,  a  weaver,  and 
lives  now  in  Hog-lane,  Shoreditch,  for  whom, 
Comus  was  performed  at  Drury-I.ane,  and 
produced  her  a  great  benefit.  She  has  had 
feven  children,  three  fons  and  four  daughters, 

who 
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who  are  all  now  dead.     This  Mrs.  Foller  is  a 

plain  decent  looking  woman. 

Mr.  John  Ward,  fellow  of  the  royal -fociety, 
and  profeflbr  of  rhetoric  in  Grefriam- college^ 
London,  faw  the  above  Mrs.  Clark,  Milton's 
daughter,  at  the  houfe  of  one  of  her  relations, 
not  long  before  her  death  ;  *'  when  ihe  in- 
formed me,"  fays  that  gentleman,  "  that  fhe 
and  her  fillers  ufed  to  read  to  their  father  in 
eight  languages;  which,  by  pradlice,  they 
were  capable  of  doing  with  great  readinefs 
and  accuracy,  though  they  underftood  no  lan- 
guage but  Englifh  ;  and  their  father  ufed 
cften  to  fay  in  their  hearing,  one  tongue  was 
enough  for  a  woman. 

"  None  of  them  were  ever  fent  to  fchool, 
but  all  taught  at  home  by  a  miflrefs  kept  for 
that  purpofe.  Ifaiah,  Homer,  and  Ovid's 
Metamorphofes,  were  books  which  they  were 
often  called  to  read  to  their  father  ;  and,  at 
my  defire,  fhe  repeated  a  great  number  of 
verfes  from  the  beginning  of  both  thefe  poets 
with  great  readinefs.  1  knew  who  flie  was 
upon  the  firft  fight  of  her,  by  the  fimilitude  of 
her  countenance  with  her  father's  pidure  ;  and 
upon  my  telling  her  fo,  fhe  informed  me,  that 
Mr.  Addifon  told  her  the  fame  thing,  on  her 
going  to  wait  on  him  ;  for  he,  on  hearing  fhe 
was  living,  fent  for  her,  and  defired,  if  fhe 
had  any  papers  of  her  father'?,  fhe  would 
bring  them  with  her,  as  an  evidence  of  her 
being  Milton's  daughter;  but  immediately  on 

her. 
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her  being  introduced  to  him,  he  faid,  '  Ma- 
dam, you  need  no  other  voucher;  your  face 
is  a  fufficient  tellimoiual  whofe  daughter  you 
are  :'  and  he  then  made  her  a  handfome  pre- 
fent  of  a  purfe  of  guineas,  with  a  promile  of 
procuring  her  an  annual  provifion  for  life  ;  but 
he  dying  foon  after,  Ihe  loft;  the  benefit  of  his 
generous  defign.  She  appeared  to  be  a  woman 
of  good  fenfe  and  genteel  behaviour,  and  to 
bear  the  inconveniences  of  a  low  fortune  with 
decency  and  prudence." 

Her  late  majefty,  queen  Caroline,  fent  her 
fifty  pounds,  and  fne' received  prefents  of  mo- 
ney fiom  feveral  gentlemen  not  long  before  her 
death. 

Milton  had  a  brother,  Mr.  Chriftopher 
Milton,  who  was  knighted,  and  made  one  of 
the  bsrcr.s  cf  the  Exchequer,  in  the  reign  of 
king  James  II.  but  he  dees  not  appear  to 
have  been  a  man  of  any  abilities  ;  at  leaft,  if 
be  had  any,  they  are  loft:  to  pofterity  in  the 
luftre  of  his  brother's. 

There  is  now  alive  a  grand-daughter  of 
this  Chriftopher  Milton,  who  is  married  to 
one  Mr.  George  Lookup,  advocate  at  Edin- 
burgh, remarkable  for  his  knowledge  of  the 
Hebrew  tongue.  The  lady,  faysTheo.  Gibber, 
whom  I  hav^e  often  feen,  is  extremely  corpulent, 
has  in  her  youth  been  very  handfome,  and  is  not 
defiitute  of  poetical  genius.  She  has  written  fe- 
veral copies  of  verfes,  publifhed  in  the  Edin- 
burgh Magazines ;  and  her  face  bears  fome 
refemb'ance  to  thepidvure  of  Miltoa^ 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Wood,  and  after  him  Mr.  Fenton,  has 
given  us  the  following  defcription  of  Mil- 
ton's perfon. 

**  He  v/as  of  a  moderate  fize,  well  pro- 
portioned, and  of  a  ruddy  complexicn,  light 
brown  hair,  and  had  handlbme  features  ;  yet 
his  eyes  were  none  of  the  quickell:  When  he 
was  a  ftudent  at  Cambridge,  he  was  fo  fair 
and  clear,  that  many  called  him  the  lady  of 
Chrift's  college.  His  deportment  was  affable, 
and  his  gait  ered  ar.d  manly,  befpeaking 
courage  and  undauntcdnefs.  While  he  had 
his  fjght,  he  wore  a  fword,  and  was  well 
fkiiled  in  unng  it.  He  had  a  delicate  tunea 
ble  vuice,  an  excellent  ear,  could  play  on  the 
organ,  and  bear  a  part  in  vocal  and  inftru- 
mental  mufic.'* 

The  great  learning  and  genius  of  Miiton, 
have  fcarce  raifed  him  more  admirers,  than 
the  part  he  aded  upon  the  political  ffage  hath 
procured  him  enemies.  He  was  in  his  incli- 
nari^n  a  thorough  republican  ;  and  in  this  he 
thought  like  a  Greek  or  a  Roman,  as  he  was 
very  converfant  with  their  writings  :  and  one 
day.  Sir  Robert  Howard,  who  was  a  frier.d  of 
Milton's,  and  a  w^ell  wiflier  to  the  liberty  of 
his  country,  slkcd  him.  How  he  eame  to  fide 
with  the  Reijublicans  ?  Milton  anfwered, 
among  other  things,  '*  Becaufe  theirs  was  ihe 
moft  frugal  government;  for  the  trappings  of 
a  monarchy  might  fet  up  an  ordinary  com- 
moivvvealih/'  But  then  his  attachm.cnt  to 
Cromweii  muft  be  condemned,  as  being  nei' 

ther 
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tber  confiftent  with  his  republican  principles, 
nor  with  his  love  of  liberty,  ft  may  be  rea- 
fonably  prefumed,  that  he  was  far  from  ap- 
proving of  Cromwell's  proceeding;  but  con- 
fidered  him  as  the  only  perfon  who  could  ref- 
cu'c  the  nation  from  the  tyranny  of  thePreihy- 
terians,  who,  he  faw,  was  about  to  ereft  a 
worfe  dominion  of  their  own  upon  the  ruins 
of  prelatical  epifcopacy  ;  for,  if  experience 
may  be  allowed  to  teach  us,  the  preih}  terian 
government  carries  in  it  more  of  ecckiialHcal 
authority,  and  approaches  more  to  the  thunder 
of  the  Vatican,  than  any  other  government 
under  the  fun. 

Milton  was  an  enemy  to  fpirltual  flavery, 
he  thought  the  chains  thrown  upon  the  mind 
were  the  leaft  tolerable  ;  and,  in  order  to 
fnake  the  pillars  of  mental  uiurpation,  he 
clofed  with  Cromwell  and  the  Independants, 
as  he  expecSled  under  them  a  greater  liberty  of 
confcience.  In  matters  of  religion  too,  Mil- 
ton has  likewife  given  great  offence,  but  in.^- 
dels  have  no  reafon  to  glory.  No  fuch  man 
was  ever  aniongll  them.  He  was  perfuaded  of 
the  truth  of  the  Chrillian  religion  ;  he  (ludied 
and  admired  the  holy  fcriptures,  and,  jn^  alt 
his  writings,  he  plainly  difcovers  a  religious 
turn  of  mind. 

When  he  wrote  the  Doctrine  and  Difcipline 
of  Divorce,  he  appears  to  have  been  a  Calvi- 
nill ;  but  afterwards  he  entertained  a  more  fa- 
vourable opinion  of  Arminius.  Some  have 
thought  that  hg  was  an  Arian,  but  there  are 

more 
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more  exprefs  pafTages  In  his  works  to  over- 
throw this  opinion,  than  any  there  are  to  con- 
firm it ;  for,  in  the  conclufion  of  his  treatife 
on  Reformation,  he  thus  folemnly  invokes  the 
Trinity : 

**  Thou  therefore  that  fitted  in  light  and 
glory  unapproachable,  parent  of  angels  and  of 
men  !  next  Thee  I  implore,  omnipotent  king, 
redeemer  of  that  loft  remnant,  whofe  nature 
Thou  didft  aiTume,  ineffable  and  everlafting 
love  !  and  Thee  the  third  fubfiftence  of  the 
Divine  Infinitude,  illuminating  fpirit,  the  joy 
and  folace  of  created  things  1  one  Tfi-perfonal 
God  head." 

In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  was  not  a. 
profefTed  member  of  any  particular  fe<5t  of 
Chrillians ;  he  frequented  no  public  vvorfliip, 
nor  ufed  any  religious  rites  iti  his  family.  He 
was  an  enemy  to  all  kinds  of  form,  and; 
thought  that  all  Chrifiians  had,  in  fome 
things,  corrupted  the  iimplicity  and  purity  of 
the  Gofpel.  He  believed  that  inward  religion 
vvas  the  beft,  and  that  public  communion  had 
more  of  (hew  in  it,  than  any  tendency  to  pro- 
mote genuine  piety  and  unaffefted  goodnefs. 
The  circurnftances  of  our  author  were  never 
very  mean  nor  very  affluent ;  he  lived  above 
want,  and  was  content  with  competency.  His 
father  fuppcrted  him  during  his  travels.  When 
he  was  appointed  Latin  fecretary,  his  falary 
amounted  to  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum  ; 
and,  though  he  was  of  the  vidlorious  party, 
yet  he  was  far  from  Iharing  the  fpoils  of  his 

country. 
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country.  On  the  contrary,  as  we  learn  from 
nis  Second  Defence,  he  fuftained  great  lofles 
during  the  civil-war,  and  was  not  at  all  fa- 
voured in  the  impoiition  of  taxes,  but  fome- 
times  paid  beyond  his  due  proportion  :  and, 
upon  the  turn  of  affairs,  he  was  not  only 
deprived  of  his  place,  but  alfo  loft  two  thou- 
fand  pounds  v/hich  he  had  for  fecurity  put  into 
the  Excife-oihce. 

In  the  fire  of  London,  his  houfe  in  Bread- 
ftreet  was  burned  ;  *'  before  which  accident, 
foreigners  have  gone,  out  of  devotion,"  fays 
Wood,  "  to  fee  the  houfe  and  chamber  wheic 
he  was  born," 

Some  time  before  he  died,  he  fold  the 
greateft  part  of  his  library,  as  his  heirs  were 
not  qualified  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  it,  and 
as  he  thought  he  could  difpofe  of  it  to  greater 
■advantage  than  they  could  after  his  death. 

"  He  died,"  fays  Dr.  Newton,  '<  by  one 
means  or  other,  worth  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  befides  his  houfhold-goods,  which 
was  no  incompetent  fubfiftence  for  him  who 
was  as  great  a  philofopher  as  a  poet." 

Milton  feems  not  to  have  been  very  happy 
in  his  marriages.  His  firft  wife  oiFended  him 
by  her  elopement  :  the  fecond,  vvhofe  love, 
fweetnefs,  and  delicacy  he  celebrates,  lived 
not  a  twelvemonth  with  him:  and  his  third  was 
faid  to  be  a  woman  of  a  moft  violent  fpirit, 
and  a  fevere  ftep  -  mother  to  his  children. 
*'  She  died,'*  fays  Dr.  Newton,  "  vc^-y  old, 
at  Nantwich,  in  Cheihire  ;  and,  from  the  ac- 
counts 
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counts  of  thofe  who  had  feen  her,  I  have 
leirned  that  fhe  confirmed  feverai  things  re- 
laced  before  ;  and,  particularly,  that  her  hufl 
band  ufed  to  compofe  his  poetry  chiefly  in  the 
winter  ;  and,  on  his  waking  on  a  morning, 
would  make  her  write  down  twenty  or  thirty 
verfes.  Being  aflced.  Whether  he  did  not 
often  read  Homer  and  Virgil,  Ihe  underftood 
ic  as  an  imputation  upon  him  for  Healing  from 
thefe  authors^  and  anfwered,  with  eagernefs, 
that  h(.  flole  from  nobody  but  the  mufe  that 
infpired  him  :  and  being  a&ed  by  a  lady  pre- 
fcnt  who  the  mufe  was,  Ihe  anfwered,  *  It 
was  God's  grace  and  holy  fpirit  that  vifited 
him  nightly.'  She  was  likewife  afked,  whom 
he  approved  moil:  of  our  Engiifh  poets  ;  and 
anfwered,  *  Sperfer,  Shakefpear,  and  Cow- 
ley:' and  being  aiked,  what  he  thought  of 
Dryden;  (he  faid,  •  Dryden  ufed  fometimes  to 
vifit  him  ;  but  he  thought  him  no  poet,  but  a 
good  rhimell." 

The  reader  will  be  pleafed  to  obferve,  that 
this  cenfure  of  Milton's  was  before  Dryden  had 
made  any  great  appearance  in  poetry,  or  com- 
pofed  thofe  immortal  works  of  genius  which 
have  raifed  eternal  monuments  to  him,  and 
carried  his  name  to  every  country  where  poe- 
try and  talle  are  known.  Some  have  thought 
that  Dryden's  genius  was  even  fuperior  to 
Milton's  ;  that  the  latter  chiefly  flunes  bat  in 
one  kind  of  poeciy  ;  his  thoughts  are  fublime^ 
and  his  language  noble  ;  but  in  what  kirid  of 
writing  has   not   Diyden  been  diilinguifhed? 

"  He 
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"  He  is  ia  every  thing  excellent,'*  fays  Coii- 
greVe  ;  "  and  he  has  attempted  nothing  in 
which  he  has  notfo  fucceeded  as  .obe  entitled 
to  the  iirfl  reputation  fronfi  it." 

Is  it  to  be  ruppofed,  that  Milton  was  go- 
verned by  fo  mean  a  prir  ciple  as  eu/y,  in  his 
thus  cenfurirg  Dryden?  it  is  more  ::a':iral  to 
imagine,  that,  as  he  v/as  himfelf  no  friend  to 
rhime:  and  fi-iJing  Dryden  in  his  ear1>  age 
peculii.jly  happy  in  the  faculty  of  rhiming, 
without  having  thrown  out  any  thoughts  vvhich 
were  in  themfelvt-  dilHnguiihedly  great,  MiU 
ton  might,  without  the  imputation  of  ill- na- 
ture, charaderiie  Dryden,  as  we  have  already 
icen. 


*%  ^ 
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The    life    of 

Jame  s  Usher. 

THIS  great  perfon,  whofe  life  we  no\y 
recite,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Dubin, 
the  metropolis  of  Ireland,  upon  the  fourteenth 
day  of  January,  anno  domini  1580.  His  fa- 
ther, Mr.  Arnold  Ufher,  one  of  the  fix  clerks 
of  chancery  (and  of  good  repute  for  his  pru- 
dence and  integrity)  was  of  the  ancient  family 
of  the  U" fliers,  alias  Nevils,  whofe  anceftor 
(ulher  to  king  John)  coming  over  with  him 
into  Ireland,  and  fettling  there,  changed  the 
name  of  his  family  into  that  of  his  office  (as 
was  ufual  in  that  age)  his  defcendants  having 
fince  branched  into  feveral  families  about  Dub- 
lin, and  for  divers  ages  bore  the  moft  confider- 
able  offices  in  and  about  that  city. 

His  mother  was  Margaret,  daughter  of 
James  Stanihurft,  who  was  of  confiderable 
note  in  her  time,  being  chofen  fpeaker  of  the 
honourable  houfe  of  commons  in  three  parlia- 
ments J  and  was  recorder  of  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin, and  one  of  the  mailers  of  chancery ;  and, 
that  which  ought  always  to  be  mentioned  to 
his  honour,  he  was  the  firft  mover,  in  the  lad 
of  the  three  parliaments,  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
for  the  .founding  and  endowing  of  a  college 

and 
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r.nd  univerfity  at  Dublin ;  which  was  foon 
after  conlented  to  by  her  majelly  ;  and,  being 
perfefted,  hath  ever  fince  continued  a  famous 
Kurlery  for  learning  and  good  manners. 

His  uncle,  by  the  father's  fide,  was  Henry 
Uflier,  fometime  archbilhop  of  Armagh,  a 
wife  and  learned  prelate.  His  uncle,  by  the 
mother's  fide,  was  Richard  Stanihurfr,  a 
learned  man,  of  the  Romiih  perfuafion,  an 
excellent  hiftorian,  philofopher,  and  poet,  as 
appears  by  feveral  of  his  works  ftill  extant  ; 
though  fome  of  them,  for  that  reafon,  written 
againli  his  nephew  ;  yet,  notwithftanding 
their  difference  in  judgment,  they  had  frequent 
correfpondences  by  leuers. 

He  often  mentioned  two  of  his  aunts,  who 
were  blind  from  their  cradle,  and  fo  continued 
to  their  deaths,  and  yet  v/ere  blsffed  with 
admirable  underilandings  and  infpeclion  in 
matters  of  religion;  and  of  fuch  tenacious  me- 
mories, that  whatever  they  heard  read  out  of 
the  fcriptures,  or  was  preached  to  them,  they 
always  retained  ;  and  became  fuch  profci- 
ent-*:^  that  they  were  able  to  repeat  much  cf 
the  Bible  by  heart,  and  were  the  firfl:  that 
taught  Uiher  to  read  Englifh. 

He  had  but  one  brother,  Ambrofe  Uilier, 
who,  though  he  died  young,  yet  attained  to 
great  &ill  and  perfection  in  the  Oriental 
tongues  ;  and  rendered  much  of  tho  Old 
Teiiament,  from  the  original  Hebrew,  into 
Engli(h  before  king  James's  tranflanon  was 
made.  He  alfo  tranflated  out  of  the  Latin 
Vol.  VI.  H  into 


i4S     BRITISH    PLUTARCH. 

into  Englifh,  that  book  written  by  his  brother  | 
Mr.  James  Ufher,  De  Ecclefiarum  Chriftia- 
narum  fucceffione  et  ftatu ;  which  tranfiation 
is  yet  only  in  manufcript :  and  of  this  Am- 
brofe,  being  a  very  young  man,  the  learned 
JMr.  William  Eyre,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  James 
U(her,  writes  thus  :  "  Interea  vero  SEgnofco 
me  valde  obsratum  efie  tibi,  et  doclifimo  ju- 
veni,  fratri  tua  Ambrofio,  qui  peritiffima  ma- 
nu  fue  quondam  in  meum  ufum  ex  Alcorano 
Arabice  excriplic  :"  which  knowledge  in  the 
Arabic  tongue,  in  thofe  days,  was  very  rare, 
efpecially  in  that  country.  But  our  James 
Ufher,  as  God  had  furniflied  him  with  excel- 
lent endowments  of  nature,  a  tradable  difpo- 
'fjtion,  a  ftrong  memory,  and  a  ready  inven- 
tion ;  fo,  by  God's  bleffing,  on  his  improve* 
ment  of  them,  by  his  learning  and  indurtry, 
he  arrived  to  that  admirable  perfection  that 
gave  him  a  reputation  fuperior  to  all  that  he 
could  derive  from  his  family  ;  and  rendered 
his  name  famous  beyond  the  narrow  bounds  of 
his  own  country,  even  throughout  the  Chriftian 
world,  wherever  true  piety  and  ufeful  learn- 
in  ?  were  held  in  any  efteem  and  veneration. 

After  he  had  learnf-d  to  read  of  his  aunts, 
he  entered  on  the  Bible  (that  book  of  books, 
as  he  ever  called  i:]  -n  which  he  made  a  happy 
beginning,  and  a  mere  happy  progrefs.  When 
he  became  fit  for  a  grammar-fchool,  it  hap- 
pened that  two  eminent  perfons  of  the  Seottifh 
nation  (tho'  their  buiinefs  and  quality  were  then 

unknown 
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unknown)  came  to  Dublin,  being  fent  over  thi- 
ther by  king  James  (then  king  of  Scotland) 
to  keep  a  correfpondence  with  the  Engliili 
proteftant  nobility  and  gentry  about  Dublin, 
in  order  to  fecure  his  intereft  in  that  kingdom, 
when  queen  Elizabeth  Ihould  come  to  die: 
thefe,  for  a  colour,  undertook  the  employment 
of  fchoolmallers  to  inftrud  and  difcipline 
youth  in  learning  and  good  education  (for 
the  want  of  fuch  was  very  great  there  at  that 
time).  The  one  was  James  Fullerton  ;  (af- 
terward knighted,  and  of  the  bed  chamber  to 
king  James,)  th^  other  wa»  James  Hariiilton, 
(afterward  alfo  knighted  and  created  by  the 
king  vifcount  Clandebois).  To  t^eir  inliruc- 
tion  and  tuition  was  our  James  Ufher  com- 
mitted by  his  parents,  with  whom  he  made  fo 
great  a  proficiency  in  a  fhort  time,  that  he  be- 
came the  beil  fcholar  of  the  fchool  for  Latin, 
poetry  and  rhetoric  (aU  this  being  withiii  the 
Ipace  of  five  years). 

He  would  ufually  fay,  when  he  recounted 
the  providences  of  God  towards  him,  That  he 
took  this  for  one  remarkable  inftance  of  it. 
That  he  had  the  opportunity  and  advantage  of 
his  education  from  thofe  men,  who  came  thi- 
ther by  chance,  and  yet  proved  fo  happily  afe- 
ful  to  hirrifeif  and  others.  In  this  firil  fcene  of 
his  life  he  was  extremely  addidled  to  poetry, 
and  much  delighted  with  it,  but  afterwards 
growing  to  more  maturity  and  confideration, 
he  fnook  it  off,  as  not  fuitable  to  the  great 
end  of  his  more  refolved,  fei  ious,  and  proiita- 
H  2  blc 
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hie  (ladies;  and  then  fet  hinifelfinduflrioufly 
to  purfue  learning  of  a  higher  nature:  yet  he 
always  loved  a  good  poem  that  was  well  and 
chaftely  writ  :  and  ligliting  once  upon  a  paf- 
fage  in  Tully,  viz.  "'  l\eicire  quid  antea 
quam  natus  lis  acciderit,  id  tit,  femper  effe 
Puerum  ;"  and  alio  reading  Sleidan's  hiftory 
of  the  four  empires,  he  prelently  refolved  on 
the  fcudy  and  fearch  of  antiquity,  and  all  forts 
of  learning,  and  how  he  rhight  contribute  to 
the  advancement  thereof:  this  was  a  brave 
and  a  manly  attempt  for  a  lad,  but  of  twelve 
or  thirteen  years  of  age  ;  yet  as  he  attempted, 
fo  he  conquered  all  the  difficulties  which  he 
met  with  in  the  fearch  after,  and  bringing  to 
light  thofe  many  things,  which  ignorance  had 
corrupted,  and  time  well-nigh  buried  in  obli- 
vion ;  efpecially  in  a  country  where  there  was 
then  fo  great  a  fcarcity  of  good  books,  and 
learned  men. 

In  the  year  1593  was  Trinity-college  in 
Dublin  finiihed,  and  James  Ufher,  then  in 
the  thirteenth  year  of  his  age,  adjudged  by 
his  fchool- mailers  fufficiently  qualified  for  an 
admittance  into  that  univerfity;  and  fo  was 
entered  accordingly  :  Dr.  Loftus  (fom.etime 
fellow  of  Trinity-college  in  Cambridge)  af- 
terwards archbifiiop  of  Dublin,  being  firft 
provoH;  of  that  college,  and  Mr.  Hamilton 
was  one  of  our  Ufher's  fchool- mailers,  fenior 
fellow,  and  tutor  to  this  early  ripe  youth  ; 
v/hofe  name  (as  the  firft  fcholar  there)  Hands 
to  this  day  in   the  firft  line  of  the         not 

hout 
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without  a  future  prefage,  that  he  might  prove 
an  honour  and  ornament  to  that  college  and 
nation,  as  he  afterwards  did. 

And  being  thus  ftxed,  he  fets  himfelf  in 
good  earneit  to  the  ftady  of  the  languages 
and  liberal  arts,  not  negleding  ecclefiaftical; 
hiilory  and  antiquity,  in  all  v/hich  he  improved 
to  admiration,  for  between  fifteen  and  fixteen 
years  of  age  he  had  made  fuch  proficiency  in 
chronology,  that  he  had  drawn  up  in  Latin  an 
exad  chronicle  of  the  Bible,  as  far  as  the 
book  of  kings,  not  much  differing  from  the 
method  of  his  late  Annals,  excepting  the*  en- 
largements in  fome  more  accurate  obfervations 
and  fynchronifms  of  heathen  ftories. 

The  earl  cf  Efiex  being  newly  come  over 
lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  chancellor  of 
the  univerfity  cf  Dublin,  there  was  a  folemn 
adc  for  his  entertainment.  Our  Ufher  being 
then  batchelor  of  arts,  anfwered  the  philofo- 
phy  acl,  with  great  approbation.  But  while 
he  was  bufily  employing  himfelf  in  thefe  fi:u- 
dies  and  great  defigns,  to  fit  himi^^If  for  the 
divine  calling  of  the  miniftry  (when  he  fiiould 
be  qualified  for  fo  high  and  great  an  employ- 
ment) his  father  recommended  to  him  the 
ftudy  of  the  common  law  (defigning  to  fend 
him  fnortly  over  to  the  inns  of  court  in  Eng-. 
gland)  but  to  this  his  fon  was  very  averfe,  it 
no  ways  fuiting  with  his  natural  temper  and 
complexion ;  yet  dutifully  would  have  fub- 
mitted,  if  his  father  could  not  be  brought  to 
alter  his  mind  in  that  matter :  but  foon  after 
H  3  he 
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lie  died,  and  the  paternal  ellate  defcended  to 
this  his  eldell  Ton,  being  of  a  confiderable  va- 
lue, but  this  young  heir  was  fo  far  from  be- 
ing tranfported  by  fuch  an  accefiion  of  fortune, 
that  it  did  not-  in  the  ieall  fhake  him  from  hij 
deiign  ;  for  he  finding  it  fomevvhat  incumber- 
ed with  iaw-fuits,  and  fillers  portions,  and 
fearing  thofe  might  prove  a  hindrance  to  the 
courfe  of  his  lludies,  he  chofe  rather  to  com- 
mit.himfelf  to  the  providence  of  God  anew, 
and  fo  very  frankly  gave  his  inheritance  to  his 
brother,  and  his  (everal  fifters,  for  their  por- 
tions ;  only  referving  fo  much  of  it  as  might 
enable  him  to  buy  fome  books,  and  afford 
him  a  competent  maintainance  in  the  col- 
lefre. 

About  the  eighteenth  or  nineteenth  year  of 
his  age,  he  ieing  but  batchelor  of  arts,  was 
thought  the  iittelT  perfon  to  enter  the  lifts  of 
difputation  with  a  daring  and  learned  Jefuir, 
one  Henry  Fitz  Symonds,  then  prifoner  in  the 
Caftle  of  Dublin,  who  fent  out  a  challenge, 
defying  ihe  greateft  champion,  and  befl  learn- 
ed to  difpute  with  him  about  thofe  points  in 
controverfy  between  the  Rom.an  and  reform- 
ed churches  :  our  Ulher  accepts  the  challenge, 
and  accordingly  they  met  ;  the  jefuit  made 
flight  of  him  at  firft,  as  but  a  boy,  and  think- 
ing it  a  very  eafy  ta(k  to  bafHe  him,  the  prieil 
admits  a  public  difputation  (the  fubjedt  of 
which  vvas  Bellarmina's  controverfies)  and  be- 
caufe  the  feveral  matters  in  debate  could  not 
be  diipatcbed  at  one  or   two  meetings,    they 

appointed 
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appoiiv.ed  to  meet  once  a  week  to  argue  the 
chief  points  in  controverf)'.  But  it  Teems, 
after  one  or  two  conferences,  the  jefuit  had 
enough  of  it  ;  for  though  he  defpifed  him  at 
iirll,  yet  he  did  not  care  to  have  any  more  to 
do  with  him;  for,  after  the  fecond  conference, 
this  boalling  Goliah  declined  the  combat  witli 
this  (tripling  ;  and  not  without  caufe,  for  he 
had  felt  the  quicknefs  of  his  wit,  the  ftrength 
of  his  arguments  and  ikill  in  difputation;  fo 
that  this  jefuit  quickly  left  the  field,  as  ap- 
pears by  a  modeft  letter  which  xMr.  Ulher 
then  writ  to  him,  anno  domini  1600. 

B-ing  now  twenty  years  old,  and  having 
lived  in  the  College  feven  years,  from  his  firit 
admiffion,  he  took  the  degree  of  mafter  of 
arts ;  the  fame  year  he  was  chofen  catechiil- 
reader  in  the  college.  And  being  not  long  af- 
ter appointed  to  preach  conllantly  before  the 
ftate,  at  Chrift- church  in  Dublin,  on  Sundays 
in  the  afternoon,  he  made  it  his  bufinefs  to 
treat  of  the  chief  points  of  controveify  be- 
tween the  Romifh  church,  and  ours;  in  which 
difcourfe  he  was  fo  clear,  powerful,  -and  con- 
vincing, that  he  thereby  fettled  many  that 
were  wavering,  and  converted  divers  from 
the  fuperlHtious  perfuafion,  to  the  churcli 
of  England.  Neither  muft  it  be  forgotten, 
that  after  the  Engliih  forces  had  beaten  and 
driven  out  the  Spaniards  in  1603,  who  then 
came  to  the  aiTillance  of  the  Irifn  at  Kinfale, 
that  army  refolved  to  do  fome  worthy  aft,  that 
znisht  be  a  laiUng  memorial  of  the  i^aliantry 
H  4  ^  of 
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of  military  men  ;  and  that  due  refpecfl  which 
they  had  for  true  religion  and  learning.  To 
promote  which,  they  raifed  among  themfelves 
the  fum  of  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  pounds, 
to  buy  books  to  furnilh  the  library  of  the 
univerfity  of  Dublin.  And  when  the  fum  wals 
laifed,  it  wasrefolved  by  the  benefadors,  that 
Dr.  Chaloner,  and  Mr.  James  Ufher,  fhould 
have  the  faid  one  thoufand  eight  hundred 
pounds  paid  into  their  hands,  to  procure  fuch 
books,  as  they  fhould  judge  moft  neceffary 
for  the  library,  and  moft  ufeful  for  advance- 
ment of  learning,  which  they  accordingly  un- 
dertook ;  and  coming  into  England  for  that 
purpofe;  where,  as  alfo  from  beyond  fea, 
they  procured  the  beil  books  in  ail  kinds, 
which  were  then  to  be  had:  fo  that  they  moll 
faithfully  difcharged  that  great  truft,  to  the 
doners  and  the  whole  college's  great  fatisfac- 
tion. 

And  it  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  at  this 
time,  when  the  faid  perfons  were  at  Londori 
about  laying  out  this  money  in  books,  they 
then  met  Sir  Thomas  Bodley  there,  buying 
books  for  his  new-erefted  library  at  Oxford, 
fo  that  there  began  a  correfpondence  between 
them  upon  this  occafion,  helping  each  other  to 
procure  the  ehoicell  and  belt  books  on  feveral 
fubjefts  that  could  be  gotten,  fo  that  the  fa- 
mous Bodleyan  library  at  Oxford,  and  that  of 
Dublin  began  together.  About  this  time  the 
chancellorfnip  of  St.  Patrick,  Dublin,  being 
vacant/  he  was  appointed  to  fill  it  up,  which 
».va*  the  firft   ecclefiaftieal  preferment  he  had, 

and 
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ar.d  which  he  retained  without  taking  ?tviy 
©ther  benefice,  until  he  was  thence  promoted 
to  the  bifnopric  of  Meatb.  Here  he  lived 
fingle  for  ibme  years,  and  kept  hofpitality  pro* 
portionseble  to  his  income  ;  nor  cared  he  for  any 
overplus  at  the  year's  end  (for  indeed  he  wai 
never  a  hoarder  of  naoney)  but  for  books  and 
learning  he  had  a  kind  of  laudable  covetoif- 
nefs,  and  never  thought  a  good  book  (either 
manufcript  or  printed)  too  dear..  And  in 
this  place  Mr.  Cambden  found  him,  anno 
1607.  When  he  was  putting  out  the  laft  edi- 
tion of  his  Britannia;  where,  fpeaking  of 
Dublin,  he  concluded  thus,  *«  Moft  of  which 
I  acknc  vjedge  to  owe  to  the  diligence  and  la- 
bourof  James  Uiner,  chancellor  of  the  church  of 
St.  Patrick,  who  in  various  learning  and  judg- 
ment far  exceeds  his  years.  And  though  he 
had  here  no  particular  ofcrligation  to  preach 
(unlefs  fometimes  in  his  courfe  before  the 
llate)  yet  he  would  not  omit  in  the  place  from 
whence  he  received  the  profits,  viz.  Finglafs, 
not  far  from  Dublin,  which  he  endowed  with 
a  vicarage,  and  preached  there  every  Lord's 
day,  unlefs  hindered  by  vizry  extraordinary 
occafions."  • 

In  the  year  1607,  being  the  twent)'' feventh 
year  of  his  age,  he  took  the  degree  of  batche- 
lor  of  divinity,  a-nd  fbon  after  he  was  chofcn 
divinity-profeffor  in  the  univerfity  of  Dublfii  •; 
and  about  this  tim«  there  beitng-a-great  di 
pute  about  the  Herenagh  Terman,  or  Corbl 
lands,  which  anciently  the  Chore  pifcopi 
H  5  ce3 


15-4  BRITISH  PLUTARCH, 
ceived,  which  as  well  concerned  the  biihops 
of  England  as  Ireland,  he  wrote  a  learned 
treatife  of  it,  fo  approved,  that  it  was  fent  to 
archbifhop  Bancroft,  and  by  him  prefented  to 
king  James  ;  the  fubliance  of  which  was  af- 
terwards traiiflated,  by  Sir  Henry  Spelman,  into 
Latin,  and  publifhed  in  the  firll  part  of  his 
GlofTary,  as  himfelf  acknowledgeth,  giving 
him  there  this  charafter,  "  Literarum  infig- 
nisPharus:"  Which  treatife  is  ftill  in  ma- 
nufcript  at  the  archbifnop's  library  at  Lam- 
beth. 

This  year  alfo  he  came  over  into  England, 
to  buy  books,  and  to  converfe  with  learned' 
men  ;  and  was  now  firft  taken  notice  of  at 
ccurt,  preaching  before  the  houfhold,  which 
was  a  great  honour  in  thofe  days  :  and, 
whilil  here,  he  made  it  his  bufmefs  to  enquire 
into  the  moil  hidden  and  private  paths  of  an- 
tiquity ;  for  which  purpofe  he  enquired  after, 
and  confulted,  the  befi:  manufcripts  of  both 
univcrfities  j  and  in  all  libraries,  both  pub- 
lic and  private;  and  came  acquainted  with  the 
moil  learned  men  here  ;  fuch  as  Camden,  Sir 
Rcbert  Cotton,  Sir  John  Boucher,  after  earl  of 
Bath,  Mr.Selden,  Mr.  Brigs,  aftronomy  pro- 
felTor  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  IVlr.  Lydi- 
ate,  Dr.  Davenant,  after  lord-bilhop  of  Salif- 
bury,  Dr,  Ward  of  Cambridge,  and  divers 
others  ;  with  moft  of  whom  he  kept  a  ccn- 
(lant  friendihip  and  correfpondence  to  their 
deaths. 

After 
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After  this,  he  conftantly  came  over  into 
England  once  in  three  years,  fpending  one 
month  at  Oxford,  another  at  Cambridge,  the 
reft  of  the  time  at  London,  fpending  his  time 
chiefly  in  the  Cottonian  Library,  the  noble 
and  learned  mailer  of  which  affording  him  a 
free  accefs,  not  only  to  that,  but  to  his  own 
converfation. 

This  being  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age, 
he  was  unanimoufly  chofen,  by  the  fellows  of 
Dublin  college,  to  the  provoftfhip  of  that 
houfe  ;  but  he  refufed  it,  fearing  it  might 
prove  a  hindrance  to  his  fludies.  No  other 
reafon  can  be  given  for  his  refufai. 

In  the  thirty-fecond  year  of  his  age,  he 
took  the  degree  of  dodtor  of  divinity  in  that 
univerfity  wherein  he  was  bred,  and  to  which 
he  was  admitted  by  Dr.  Hampton,  then  arch- 
bilhop  of  Armagh  ;  and  vice-chancellor,  after 
he  had  performed  the  ufual  exercifes ;  part  of 
which  was  to  read  two  folemn  leftures  on  fome 
places  of  fcripture,  which  he  then  did,  on  Dan. 
ix.  24,  of  the  feventy  weeks ;  and  on  Rev.  xx. 
4,  explaining  thofe  texts  fo  mifapplied  by  the 
Millenaries  both  in  earlier  and  latter  times. 

The  next  year,  being  at  London,  he  pub- 
lifhed  his  treatife  De  Ecclefiarum  Chriftiana- 
rum  Succeffione  et  Statu  ;  being  much  mag- 
nified by  Cafaban  and  Scultetus,  in  their 
Greek  and  Latin  verfes  before  it,  was  folemnly 
prefented  by  archbiiliop  Abbot  to  king  James, 
as  the  eminent  iirft  fruits  of  that  college  of 
Dublin.  It  is  imperfed  for  about  three  hun- 
H  6  died 
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dred  years,  fi-ofn  Gregory  XI.  to  Leo  X.  i,  e, 
from  1371  to  15  13,  and  from  thence  to  this 
iall:  century;  which  he  intended  to  have 
added,  had  God  afforded  him  a  longer  life, 
though  he  had  loft  very  confiderable  allHtances 
towards  that  defign,  as  you  will  find  here- 
after. 

About  this  time  alfo  he  altered  his  condi- 
tion, changing  a  fingle  for  a  married  life, 
marrying  Phcsbe,  only  daughter  of  Luke  Chal- 
loner,  doclor  of  divinity,  of  the  antient  fa- 
mily of  the  Challcners,  in  Yorkfhire,  who 
had  been  a  great  affifler  and  benefa£lor  to  the 
late  erefted  college  at  Dublin,  having  beei:i 
appointed  overfeer  of  the  building,  and  trea- 
iurer  for  the  money  railed  to  that  purpofe. 

.He  was  a  learned  and  pious  man,  and  had 
fuch  a  friend fhip  for  Dr.  Ulher,  that  he 
courted  his  alliance,  and  intended,  had  he 
iived,  to  have  given  him  this  his  only  daugh- 
ter, with  a  confiderable  eftate  in  land  and  mo- 
ney ;  but  dying  before  he  could  fee  it  con- 
cluded, he  charged  her,  upon  his  death-bed, 
that,  if  Dr.  U (her  would  marry  her,  (he  fhould 
think  of  no  other  perfon  for  ahulband  ;  which 
command  of  her  dying  father  (he  pundually 
obeyed,  and  was  married  to  him  foon  after^ 
and  was  his  wife  for  about  forty  years,  and 
■was  always  treated  by  him  with  great  kind- 
iiefs,  and  conjugal  affeftion,  until  her  death, 
which  preceded  his  about  one  year  and  a  half. 
He  had  by  her  one  only  child,  afterwards  lady 
Tyrrel, 

Thei^ 
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There  was  now  a  parliament  at    Dublin, 
and  (o  a  convocation  of  the  clergy,  when  the 
articles  of  Ireland  were  compoied  and  publiOied; 
ard  he,  being  a  member  of  the  fynod,  was  ap- 
pointed to  draw  them  up  :    which  articles  be- 
ing figned  by   archbifhop  Jones,    then  lord- 
chancellor  of  Ireland,  and  fpeakerof  the  houfe 
of  the  biihops  in  convocation,  as  alfo  by  the 
prolocutoy  of  the  houfe  of  the  clergy  in  their 
names ;  and  figned  by  the  then  lord-deputy 
Chichefter,  by  order  from  king  James.     But,, 
though  Dr.  Ufher   was  thus  remarkable  for 
piety  and  learning,  yet  he  could   not  efcape 
the  common  fate  of  extraordinary  men  ;  viz, 
envy  and  detradion  !  for   there  were  feme  in 
Ireland,  though  of  no  grent  repute  for  learn- 
ing or  worth,  who  would  nerds  have  him  ta 
be  a  puritan,  as  then  they  called  thofe  whom 
they  looked  upon  as  difaffecled   ta  the  difci- 
pline  of  the  church,  as  by  lav/  eftabliaied  ;  and 
to  lay  a  block  in  die  way  of  his  future  prefer- 
ment, they  had  got  fome  to  traduce  him  as 
fuch  to  the  king^  who  had  no  great  kindnefs 
for  thofe  men,  as  he  had  little  realon.     But 
the  dodor  hearing  of  it,  and  having  oceafion, 
about  this  time,  to  come  for  England,  as  he 
always  had  done  once  in  three  or  four  years, 
the  lord-deputy  and  council  were  fo  fenfible  of 
this  fcandal,  that,  for    his   vindication,  they 
writ  by  him  a  recommendatory  letter  to  his 
majeily's  privy-council ;  which  charafcer,   to- 
gether with  king  James's  own   converfation 

with 
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with,  and  tryal  off  Dr.  Uftier,  whom  he  fent 
for  on  purpole  to  that  end,  fo  fully  fatisfied 
the  king,  that,  after  he  had  difcourfed  with 
him  on  divers  points  both  of  learning  and  re- 
ligion, he  v/as  fo  extremely  well  fatisfied  with 
him,  that  he  faid,  He  perceived  that  the 
knave  puritan  was  a  bad,  but  the  knave's  pu- 
ritan an  honeft,  man  :  and  of  which  latter 
fort  he  accounted  Dr.  Ufher  to  be,  fmce  the 
king  had  fo  good  an  opinion  of  him,  that,  of 
his  own  accord,  he  now  nominated  him  to  the 
bifhopric  of  Meath,  in  Ireland,  being  then 
void,  with  this  expreffion.  That  Dr.  Ulher 
was  a  biOiop  of  his  own  making ;  and  fo  his 
conge  d'elire  being  fent  over,  he  was  elected 
by  the  dean  and  chapter  there. 

But  before  his  going  over,  and  while  bi- 
fhop-eleft,  a  parliament  was  convened  at 
Weflminfter,  and  began  on  the  firft  of  Febru- 
ary, 1620  ;  and  I  find  this  paffage  among 
fome  of  his  memorandums  of  that  time  : 
viz. 

"  I  was  appointed  by  the  lower  houfe  of 
parliament  to  preach  at  St.  Margaret's,  Weft- 
minfler,  on  the  feventh  of  February,  The 
prebends  claimed  the  privilege  of  the  church, 
and  their  exemption  from  epifcopal  jurifdic- 
tion  for  many  hundred  years,  and  offered 
their  own  fervice  :  whereupon  the  houfe  be- 
ing difpleafed,  appointed  the  place  to  be  at 
the  Temple.  I  was  chofen  a  fecond  time  ; 
and  fecretary  Calvert,  by  the  appointment  of 

the 
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the  Houfe,  fpake  to  the  king,  that  their 
choice  of  their  preacher  might  Hand.  The 
king  faid,  '  It  was  very  well  done.* 

"  On  the    thirteenth   of  February,    being 
Shrove-Tuefday,  I  dined  at  court;  and,  be- 
twixt four  and  five,   T  kiffed  the  king's  hand, 
and  had  conference  with   him  touching  my 
fermon.     He  faid  I  had  charge  of  an  unruly 
flock  to   look  unto   the   next  Sunday.      He 
afked  me  how  I  thought  it  could   fland  with 
true  divinity,  that  fo  many  hundreds  fhould 
be  tyed,  upon  fo  Ihort  warning,    to  receive 
the  communion  upon  a  day;  all  could  not  be 
in  charity,   after   fo   late  contentions  in   the 
houfe  ;  many  mull  needs  come  without  pre- 
paration,  and  eat  their   own  condemnation; 
that  himfelf  required -all  his  whole  houfiiold  to 
receive  the  communion,   but  not  all  the  fame 
day,  unlefs  at  Eafler,  when  the  whole  Lent 
was  a  time  of  preparation.     He  bad  me  to  tell 
them,    I  hoped  they  were  all  prepared,  but 
wiihed  they  might  be  better;  to  exhort  them  to 
unity  and  concord;  to  love  God  firft,  and  then 
their  prince  and  country  ;  to   look  to  the  ur- 
gent neceffities  of  the  times,  and  the  miferable 
ilate  of  Chriftendom,  with.  Bis  dat,  qui  cito 
dat. 

«'  On  the  tenth  of  February,  the  firfl:  Sunday 
in  Lent,  I  preached  at  St.  Margaret's  to  them ; 
and,  on  the  twenty-feventh,  the  houfe  fent 
Sir  James  Perrot,  and  Mr.  Drake,  to  give  me 
thanks,  and  to  defire  me  to  print  the  fermon  ; 
which  was  done  accordingly ;  the  text  being 

upon 
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iipon  the  firft  of  the  Cor.  x.  17,  *  For  we, 
being  rrany,  are  one  bread  and  one  body  3  for 
we  are  all  partakers  of  that  one  bread." 
.  '  This  fermon  was  preached  by  the  defire  of 
the  houfe,  and,  with  one  more,  (preached  be- 
fore the  king  at  Wanftead,  on  the  twentieth 
of  January,  1624,  upon  Eph.  iv.  13,  c&n- 
cerning  the  unity  of  the  cathoiic  faith)  were 
all  the  fermons  f  can  find  to  have  been  pub- 
lifhed  by  his  allowance.  But  the  lord-biihcp 
eledl  returning  fome  time  after  into  Ireland, 
was  there  confecrated  by  Dr.  Hampton,  then 
lord-primate,  aHilkd  with  {&m€  other  of  the 
bifrops.  About  which  time  fome  violent  Pa- 
piih  of  quality  happened  to  be  cenfured  in  the 
caftle- chamber  at  Dublin,  for  rcfafmg  to  take 
the  oaths  of  fupremacy  and  allegiance. 

Upon  this  occaiion,  the  (late  ordered  the 
bifhop  of  Meath,  on  the  dny  of  fentence,  to 
make  a  fpeech  to  them,  as  well  to  inform 
their  confciences  of  the  lawfulnefs  of  it,  as  of 
the  great  penalties  they  would  undergo,  if 
they  perfifled  to  refufe  it;  which  he  performed' 
in  a  learned  diicourfe,  and  it  was  highly  ap- 
proved of  by  his  majefly. 

After  the  bifhop  had  been  in  Ireland  about 
tv.'O  years,  it  pleafed  king  James  to  employ 
him  to  write  the  Antiquities  of  the  Britifh 
Church;  and,  that  he  might  have  the  better 
opportunity  and  means  for  that  end,  he  fent 
over  a  letter  to^the  lord-deputy  and  council  cf 
Ireland,  commanding  them  to  grant  a  licenfe 
for  his  being  abfent  from  his    Ice.      Upon 

which 
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which  fummons  the  bifhop  came  over  into 
England,  and  fpent  about  a  year  in  confulting 
the  bell:  raanufcripts  in  both  univerfities  and 
private  libraries,  in  order  to  the  perfedling 
that  noble  work,  De  Primordiis  Britannica- 
rum,  though  it  was  not  publiihed  till  above 
two  years  after,  when  we  {hall  take  occafion 
to  fpeak  thereof  more  at  large. 

After  his  coming  over  again,  he  was  for 
fome  time  engaged  inanfwering  the  bold  chal- 
lenge of  Malone,  an  Iriih  jefuit,  of  the  col- 
lege of  Lorrain;  which  treatife  he  finilhed  and 
publifhed  this  year,   1624,  in  Ireland. 

After  the  biHiop  had  publiihed  this  treatife, 
ha  returned  again  into  England,  to  give  his 
lall:  hand  to  his  faid  work  De  Primordiis  ;  and, 
being  now  bufied  about  it,  the  archbifhopric 
of  Armagh  became  vacant  by  the  death  of 
Dr.  Hampton,  the  late  archLjifncp  ;  not  long 
after  which,  the  king  was  pieafed  to  nominate 
the  bifnop  of  Meath,  though  there  were  divers 
competitors,  as  the  fitteft  perfon  for  that  great 
charge  and  high  dignity  of  the  church,  in  re- 
fpect  of  bis  own  great  merits  andfervices  done 
unto  it ;  and,  not  long  after,  he  was  elected 
archbilhop   by   the  dean  and  chapter   there* 

The  next  tellimony  he  received  of  his  majef- 
ty's  favour,  was  his  letter  to  a  peuon  of  qua- 
lity in  Ireland,  who  had  newly  obtained  the 
cuHodium  of  the  temporalities  of  that  fee,  for- 
bidding him  to  meddle  with,  or  receive,  any 
of  the  rents,  or  profits,  of  the  fame  ;  but  im- 

immadiately 
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mediately  to  deliver  what  he  had  ahead}'  re- 
ceived unto  the  receivers  of  the  prefent  arch- 
bifnop,  fince  he  was  here  employed  in  his  ma-  ' 
jelly's  fpecial  iervice,  &c. 

Not  long  after  this  favour,  it  pleafed  God 
to  take  king  James,  of  pious  memory,  cut  of 
this  world;  nor  was  his  fuccefTor  lefs  kind  unto 
him  than  his  father  had  been  ;  which  he  fig- 
nified  not  long  after  his  coming  to  the  crown, 
by  a  letter  under  his  privy-fjgnet  to  the  lord- 
deputy,  and  treafurer  of  the  realm  of  Ireland, 
That,  whereas  the  prefent  archbifhop  of  Ar- 
magh had,  for  many  years  together,  on  feve- 
ral  occafions,  performed  many  painful  and  ac- 
ceptable fervices  to  his  dear  lather  deceafcdj 
and  upon  his  fpecial  diredions.  That  the^ 
fore  he  was  pleafed,  as  a  gracious  acceptation 
thereof,  and  in  confideraticn  of  his  faid  fer- 
vices done,  or  to  be  done  hereafter,  to  bellow 
upon  the  faid  primate,  out  of  his  princely 
bounty,  four  hundred  pounds,  Engliih,  out 
of  the  revenues  of  that  kingOom. 

But,  before  the  return  of  the  archbifhop 
into  Ireland,  we  ihall  here  mention  an  acci- 
dent that  happened  about  this  time  :  viz. 
That,  in  November,  162^,  he  was  invited 
by  the  lord  Mordaunt,  and  his  lady,  to  my 
lord's  houfe,  at  Drayton,  in  Northampton- 
fhire,  to  confer  with  a  prieil  he  then  kept,  by 
the  name  of  Beaumont,  upon  the  points  in 
difoute  between  the  church  of  Rome  and  ours  j 
&iid,  particularly,  that  the  religion  maintained 

by 
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by  public  authority,  in  the  church  of  England , 
v,as  no  new  religion,  but  the  fame  that  was 
taught  by  our  Saviour  and  his  apoflles ;  and 
ever  continued  in  the  primitive  church  during 
the  pureft  times. 

What  was  the  iflue  of  this  difpute,  we  muft 
take  from  the  report  of  my  lord  and  lady,  and 
other  perfons  of  quality  there  prefent :  That 
this  conference  held  for  feveral  days,  and  at 
lall  ended  with  that  fatisfadion  to  them  both, 
and  confuPiOn  of  his  adverfary,  that,  as  it  con- 
firmed the  lady  in  her  religion,  (whom  her 
lord,  by  the  means  of  this  prieft,  endeavour^d- 
to  pervert)  fo  it  made  his  lordfliip  fo  firm  a 
convert  to  the  proteftant  religion,  that  he  lived 
and  died  in  it. 

When  the  lord -primate  had  difpatched  his 
affairs  in  England,  he  then  returned  to  be  en- 
throned in  Ireland,  having,  before  his  going 
over,  received  many  congratulatory  letters 
from  the  lord  vifcount  Falkland,  then  lord- 
deputy,  the  lord  Loftus,  then  lord-chancellor, 
the  lord  archbilhop  of  Dublin,  and  divers 
others  of  the  molt  confiderable  of  the  bifliops 
and  nobility  of  that  kingdom,  exprefFing  their 
high  fatisfaftion  for  his  promotion  to  the  pri- 
macy. 

Being  now  returned  into  his  native  country, 
anno  1626,  and  fettled  in  this  great  charge, 
having  not  only  many  churches  but  dioceffes 
under  his  care,  he  began  carefully  to  infpeft 
his  own  diocefs  firll,    and   the   manners   and 

abilities 
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abilities  of  thofe  of  the  clergy,  by  frequent 
perfonal  vifitations  ;  adoioni thing  thofe  he 
found  faulty,  and  giving  excellent  advice  and 
diredlions  to  the  refr,  charging  them  to  ufe 
the  Liturgy  of  the  church  in  all  public  admi- 
niftrations,  and  to  preach  and  catechife  dili- 
gently in  their  refpedive  cures,  and  to  make 
the  holy  fcripture  the  rule,  as  well  as  the  fub- 
jed,  of  their  dodrine  and  fermons.  Nor  did 
he  only  endeavour  to  reform  the  clergy, 
(among  whom,  in  fo  large  a  diocefs,  and 
where  there  was  fmall  encouragements,  there 
could  not  but  be  many  things  amifs)  but  alfo 
the  prodlors,  apparitors,  and  other  oifice!"s  of 
his  ecclefiaftical  courts,  agrinft  whom  there 
were  many  great  complaints  of  abufes  and 
exaflions  in  his  predeceffor's  time  -,  nor  did  he 
find  that  popery  and  prophanenefs  had  en- 
creafed  in  that  kingdom  by  any  thing  more 
than  the  neglefl  of  due  catechifmg  and  pi  cach- 
ing ;  for  want  of  which  inftrudion,  the  poor 
people,  that  were  outwardly  Proteitants,  were 
very  ignorant  of  the  principles  of  religion  ; 
and  the  PapiRs  continued  flill  in  a  blind  obe- 
dience to  their  leaders  :  therefore  he  fet  him- 
felf,  with  all  his  power,  to  redrefs  thefe  neg- 
leds,  as  well  by  his  own  example  as  by  his 
ecclefianical  difcipline  ;  all  which  proving,  at 
laft,  too  weak  for  fo  inveterate  a  difeafe,  he 
obtainedjhis  majeiU''s  injunfiions  to  flrengthen 
his  authority. 

The 
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The  winter  after  his  coming  over,  there 
were  feme  propofitions  made,  and  oiFered  to 
be  afTented  unco  by  the  Papids,  for  a  more 
full  tolieration  of  their  religion  :  viz.  th6 
maintaining  five  hundred  horfe  and  five  thou- 
fand  foot  (wherein  the  Protefiants  muft  have 
borne  fome  lliare  alfo)  for  the  confideration 
of  which,  a  great  aiTembly  of  the  whole-  na- 
tion, both  Papiils  and  Protellants,  was  called 
by  the  then  lord-deputy  Falkland. 

The  meeting  was  in  the  hall  of  the  caftle  of 
Dublin.  The  bifliops,  by  the  lord-primate's 
invitation,  met  firil:  at  his  houfe;  and  both  he 
and  they  then  unanimoufly  drew  up  and  fab- 
fcribed  a  protellation  againll  the  toleration  of 
popery  ;  which,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
aiTembly,  on  the  twenty-third  of  April,  1627, 
he  publilhed  at  Chrill  church,  before  the 
lord-deputy  and  council,  in  the  midft  of  his 
fermon  ;  wherein  he  fpake  much  againft  men's 
fubordinating  religion,  and  the  keeping  of  a 
good  confciencf|,  to  outward  and  worldly  re- 
fpeds ;  and  to  fct  their  fouls  to  fale  for  the 
.gain  of  earthl/ matters,  &c. 

1  neiurd"  primate,  the  next  lord's  day, 
preached  before  the  fame  auditory  ;  the  text 
was,  I  Johnv.  15.  *'  Love  not  the  world, 
nor  the  things  that  are  in  the  world  ;"  when 
he  made  the  like  application  v/ith  the  bifhop, 
rebuking  fuch,  who  for  worldly  ends,  like 
Judas,  would  fell  Chrift  for  thirty  pieces  of 
lilver.  The  judgment  of  the  bilhops  pre- 
vailed fo  much  with  the  protellants,   that  the 

propofals 
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propofals  were  drove  on  very  heavily  :  but 
yet  upou  ferious  conlideration,  when  it  was 
found  that  the  weak  and  diftraded  condition 
of  the  kingdom,  could  not  well  fubfift  with- 
out fome  {landing  forces,  it  was  refolved  by 
the  lord-deputy  and  council,  that  the  lord  pri- 
mate (then  a  privy-counfellor)  ihould,  in  re- 
gard of  his  great  efleem  with  all  parties,  de- 
clare in  a  fpeech  to  the  whole  affembly,  the 
true  flate  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  neceffity  of 
a  (landing  army  for  the  defence  thereof,  a- 
gainil  any  foreign  invafion,  or  intelline  com- 
motions, and  confequently  that  a  competent 
fupply  was  needful  to  be  granted  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  that  without  any  conditions  what- 
ioever,  as  well  by  the  Roman  catholics,  as 
proteftant  fubjefts;  which  fpeech,  though  it  had 
not  the  defired  effed,  yet  fufficiently  declared 
the  lord-primate's  abilities  in  matters  of  go- 
vernment, whenever  he  would  give  his  mind 
to  them,  and  how  well  he  underllood  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  that  kingdom:  and  it  had  been 
well  for  Ireland,  if  his  advice  had  been  then 
hearkened  to,  fmce  thofe  Handing  forces 
then  moved  for  being  to  have  been  all  pro- 
teflants;  would  in  all  probability  have  prevent- 
ed that  rebellion  that  fome  years  afterwards 
broke  out  in  that  kingdom  ;  but  a  copy  of  this 
fpeech  being  defired  by  the  lord  deputy,  was 
tranfmitted  to  his  majefty,  who  very  well  ap- 
proved it,  as  much  conducing  to  his  fervice, 
and  the  public  fafety. 

After 
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After  his  being  archbifhop  he  laid  out  a 
great  deal  of  money  in  books,  laying  afide 
every  year  a  confiderable  fum  for  that  end  ; 
and  efpecially  for  the  procuring  of  manufcripts, 
as  well  from  foreign  parts  as  near  at  hand, 
having  about  this  time,  by  the  means  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Davis,  then  merchant  at  Aleppo, 
procured  one  of  thefirft  Samaritan  pentateuchs 
that  ever  was  brought  into  thefe  weflern  parts 
of  Europe  (as  Mr.  Selden,  and  Dr.  Walton 
aclcnowledge)  as  alfo  the  Old  Tellament  in 
Syriac,  much  more  perfedl  than  had  hitherto 
been  feen  in  thefe  parts ;  together  with  other 
manufcripts  of  value.  This  pentateuch,  with 
the  reft,  were  borrowed  from  him  by  Dr. 
Walton,  afterwards  bifhop  of  Chefter,  and  by 
him  m.ade  ufe  of  in  the  Polyglot  Bible  :  all 
which  manufcripts  being  afterwards  retrieved 
out  of  the  hands  of  thefaid  bilhop's  executors, 
are  now  in  the  Bodleyan  library  at  Oxford  3  a 
fit  repofitory  for  fuchi  facred  monuments. 

About  this  time  the  lord  vifcount  Falkland, 
being  recalled  from  being  deputy  of  Ireland, 
was  waiied  on  by  the  lord  prim.  .^-  to  the 
fea-fidt,  of  whom  aking  his  leave,  and  beg- 
ging his  blefling,  he  fet  fail  for  England, 
having  before  contradled  an  intimate  friend- 
fhip  with  :he  lord  primate,  which  lafted  till 
his  death  ;  nor  did  the  lord  primate  fail  to  ex- 
prefs  his  friendfhip  to  him  on  all  occafions  af- 
ter his  de^  arture,  doing  his  utmoft  by  letters 
to  feverai  of  the  lords  of  his  majeily's  privy- 
council  here,  for  his  vindication  frora  feverai 

falfe 
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falfe  accufations,  which  were  then  laid  to  his 
charge  by  fome  of  the  Irifh  nation,  before  his 
jnajefty;  which  letters^  together  with  the  vin- 
dication of  the  council  of  Ireland,  by  their 
letter  to  his  majelly  of  his  jufl  and  equal  go- 
vernment, did  very  much  contribute  to  the 
clearing  of  his  innocence  in  thofe  things 
whereof  he  was  then  accufed.  Anno  163 1, 
my  lord  primate  publifhed  at  Dublin  his  hif- 
tory  of  Gottefchalcus,  and  of  the  Predeftina* 
rian  Controverfy  llirred  by  him  (being  the 
firft  Latin  book  that  was  ever  printed  in  Ire" 
land).  Wherein,  after  a  fhort  account  of  Pe- 
lagianifm,  which  had  then  much  fpread  itfelf 
in  Spain,  and  Britain,  he  proceeds  to  the  hif- 
tory  of  Gottefchalcus  (a  monk  of  the  abbey 
of  Orbais,  v.'ho  lived  in  the  beginning  of  the 
ninth  century)  and  his  opinions,  fhewing,  out 
of  Flodoardus,  and  other  approved  writers  of 
that  age,  that  the  points  then  held  by  this 
learned  monk,  and  that  were  then  laid  to  his 
charge  by  Hincmar  archbi/hop  of  Rhemes, 
and  Rabanus  archbiihop  of  Mentz  ;  and  which 
they  got  condemned  in  a  fvnod  held  in  that 
city,  as  alfo  in  another  at  Quiersy,  were,  nct- 
withftanding,  defended  and  maintained  by 
Remigius  (or  St.  Remy)  archbifnop  of  Ly- 
ons, and  the  church  of  that  diocefs,  as  confo- 
nant  to  th^  fcriptures  and  writings  of  the  fa- 
thers. And  in  the  conclufion,  my  lord  there 
fhews  the  great  ccniiancy  of  this  poor  monk, 
who,  notvvitftanding  his  cruel  whippings,  and 
long  imprifonment,  to  which  he  had  been  con- 
demned 
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demned,  by  the  council  of  Mentz,  till  his 
death,  yet  he  would  never  recant,  but  made 
two  confefTions  of  his  faith,  which  are  there 
fet  down,  and  by  which  it  appears^  that  m^- 
ny  things  were  laid  to  his  charge,  and  con- 
demned in  thefe  councils,  which  he  never  held. 
In  this  treatife,  as  the  lord  primate  has  fiiewn 
himfelf  excellently  well  ikilled  in  the  chureh- 
biftory  of  ^hofe  dark  and  ignorant  ages  ;  fo 
he  there  concludes,  that  men  fhould  not  dog- 
matize in  thefe  points. 

The  lord  primate  having  now  fat  archbi- 
ihop  fixteen  years,  with  great  fatisfa(5lion,  and 
benefit  to  the  church,  about  the  beginning  of 
this  year,  came  into  England  with  his  wife 
and  family,  intending  to  tarry  here  a  year,  or 
more,  about  his  private  affairs,  and  then  to  re- 
turn again  :  but  it  pleafed  God  to  difappoint 
him  in  thofe  refolutions,  for  he  never  faw  his 
native  country  again  ;  not  long  after  his  com- 
ing to  London  (when  he  had  kifled  his  mrjef- 
ty's  hand,  and  been  received  by  him  with  his 
wonted  favour)  he  went  to  Oxford,  as  well  to 
be  abfent  from  thofe  heats  and  differences, 
which  then  happened  in  that  ihort  parliament, 
as  alfo  with  greater  freedom  to  purfue  his 
ftudies  in  the  libraries  there,  where  he  was 
accommodated  with  lodgings  in  ChrilUchurch, 
by  Dr.  Morice,  canon  of  that  houfe,  and  He- 
brew profefTor  ;  and  whilll  he  was  there,  he 
converfed  with  the  moft  learned  perfons  in 
that  famous  univerfity,  who  ufed  him  with  all 
due  refpefl,  vvhilll  he^continued  with  them; 

Vol.  XL  I  fo 
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"■^0  after  he  had  refided  there  fome  time,  he  retirrn« 
ed  again  toLondon,\vhere,  after  the  fitting  of  that 
long,  and  unhappy  parliament,  he  made  it  hh 
iDufinefs,  as  well  by  preaching,  as  writing,  to 
exhort  them  to  loya'ty,  and  obedience  to  their 
.prince ;  endeavouring,  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power,  to  healup  thofe  breaches,  and  recon- 
cile thofe  differences,  that  were  ready  to  break 
out,  both  in  church  and  ftate  ;  though  it  did 
not  meet  with  that  fuccefs  he  always  defired. 
That  unhappy  difpute  between  his  Hiajefty 
and  the  two  houfes,  concerning  his  paffing  the 
bill  for  the  earl  of  Strafford's  attainder,  now 
a'-iiing,  and  he,  much  perplexed  and  divided 
between  the  clamour  of  a  difcontented  people 
and  unfatisfied  confcience,  thought  fit  to  ad- 
vife  with  fome  of  his  bilhops,  what  they 
thought  he  ought  to  do  in  point  of  confcience 
(as  he  had  before  confulted  his  judges  in  mat- 
ters of  law)  among  which  his  majefty  thought 
fit  to  make  choice  of  the  lord  primate 
for  one,  though  without  his  feeking  or 
knowledge  ;  but  fince  fome  men,  either 
out  of  fpleen,  or  becaufe  they  would 
not  retratl  from  what  they  had  once  written 
from  vulgar  report,  have  thought  fit  topublifb, 
as  if  the  lord  primate  fnould  advife  the  king 
to  fign  the  bill  for  the  faid  earl's  attainder,  it 
will  not  be  amifs  to  give  you  here  that  relation 
which  Dr.  Bernard  had  under  his  own  hand  ; 
and  has  printed  in  the  funeral  fermon  by  him 
publilhed  ;  which  was  as  followeth. 

*'  That  Sunday  morning  wherein   the  king 

<onfulted  with  the  four  bifliops  (of  London, 

s  ihop 
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Durham,  Lincoln,  and  Carlifle)  the  archbi- 
ihop  of  Armagh  v;a.j  not  prefent,  being  then 
preaching  (as  he  then  accuftomed  himfelf 
every  Sunday  to  do)  in  the  church  of  Covent- 
Garden  ;  where  a  raefiage  coming  unto  hinr 
from  his  majefly,  he  defcended  from  the  pul- 
pit, and  told  him  that  brought  it,  he  was  then 
(as  he  faw)  employed  about  God's  bufmefs ; 
which  as  foon  as  he  had  done,  he  would  at- 
tend updn  the  king,  to  underiland  his  plea- 
fure :  but  the  king  fpending  the  whole  after- 
noon in  the  ferious  debate  of  thcjord  Straf- 
ford's cafe,  with  the  lords  of  his  council,  and 
the  judges  of  the  land,  he  could  not  before 
evening  be  admitted  to  his  majelly's  prefence. 
There  the  queftion  was  again  agitated,  *  Whe- 
ther the  king  in  juftice,  might  pafs  the  bill  of 
attainder  againil  the  earl  of  Strafford  (for  that 
he  might  ihew  mercy  to  him  was  no  queftioa 
at  all)  no  man  doubting  but  that  tiie  king, 
without  the  leailfcruple  of  confcience,  might 
have  granted  him  a  pardon,  if  other  reafons 
of  fcate  (in  which  the  bifhops  were  made  neither 
judges,  nor  advifers)  did  not  hinder  him. 

The  whole  refult  therefore  of  the  deter- 
mination of  the  bifhops  was  to  this  effecl ; 
that  therein  the  matter  of  fail,  and  mat- 
ther  of  law,  were  to  be  dillinguifned : 
that  of  the  matter  of  fa£l,  he"  himfelf 
might  make  a  judgement,  having  been  pre- 
fent at  all  proceedings  againil  the  faid  earl  ; 
where,  if  upon  hearing  the  allegations  on 
either  fide,  he  did  not  conceive  him  guilty  of 
ih^  crimes  wherewith  he  was  charged,  he 
I  2  cou-d 
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•could  not  in  juftice  condemn  him  :  but  for  tlie 
matter  in  lavv,  what  was  treafon,  and  what 
was  not,  he  was  to  reft  in  the  opinion  of  the 
judges  ;  whofe  office  it  was  to  declare  the 
law,  and  who  were  fworn  therein  to  carry 
themfelves  indifferently  betwixt  him  and  his 
fubjed.s :  which  gave  his  majefty  occafion  to 
complain  of  the  dealing  of  the  judges  with 
him  not  long  before  :  That  having  earneflly 
prefTed  them  to  declare  in  particular,  what 
part  of  the  lord  of  Strarffbrd's  charge  they 
jiidged  tobe  treafonable  (for  as  much  as  upon 
the  hearing  of  the  proof  produced,  he  might 
^in  his  confcience,  perhaps,  find  him  guiltlefs  of 
that  fadl)  he  could  not  by  any  means  draw 
them  to  nominate  any  in  particular,  but  that 
upon  the  whole  matter,  treafon  might  jullly 
be  charged  upon  him.  And  in  this  fecond 
jneeting,  it  was  obferved,  that  the  bifhop  of 
London  fpeke  nothing  at  all,  but  the  bifhop 
of  Lincoln  not  only  fpake,  but  put  a  writing 
into  the  king's  hand,  wherein,  what  was  con- 
tained, therefiof  his  brethren  knew  not." 

Not  many  months  after  the  execution  of  the 
unfortunate  earl  of  Strafford,  there  came  over 
ihe  unhappy  news  of  the  breaking  out  of  the 
horrid  Iriih  rebellion,  in  which,  as  his  majefty's 
(with  the  Englifh  and  protellant)  interefl  in 
-that  kingdom,  received  an  inexpreffibie  blow, 
fo  likewife  the  lord  primate  bore  too  great  a 
ihare  in  that  common  afflidion ;  for  in  a  very 
few  days  the  rebels  had  plundered  his  houfe 
in  the  country,  feized  on  his  rents,  quite  ruin- 
ed. 
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ed,  or  deflroyed  his  tenements,  killed,  or 
drove  away  his  numerous  flocks-,  and  herds  of 
carttle,  to  ver}- great  value;  and,  in  a  word, 
had  not  left  him  any  thing  in  that  kingdom, 
which  efcaped  their  fury,  but  his  library,  and 
fome  faniiture  in  his  houfe  at  Droo-heda,  which 
were  fecured  by  the  flrengtli  of  that  place, 
notwichltanding  a  long  and  dangerous  fiege 
by  thofe  rebels  ;  which  library  was  Tome  years 
after  conveyed  over  to  Cheder,  and  from 
thence  to  London  :  this  mnft  needs  reduce 
him  to  a  v^ry  low  condition,  happening 
not  long  after  Michaelmas,  when  he 
expected  a  return  of  his  rents,  fo  that  he  was 
forced,  for  his  prefent  fupply,  to  fell  or  pawn 
all  the  plate  and  jewels  he  had  ;  this,  thoun-h 
a  very  great  tryal,  yet  made  not  any  change 
in- his  temper,  ftill  fubmitting  to  providence, 
with  Chriitian  patience.  Yet  thefe  afflictions 
were  fufEcient  to  move  compafTion,  even  in 
the  breads  of  foreigners ;  for,  fome  months 
after  his  lofles,  the  city,  and  tiniverfity  of 
Leyden  offered  to  chufe  him  their  honorary 
profeiTor,  with  a  more  ample  (lipend,  than 
had  been  formerly  annexed  to  that  pl^^ie:  and 
Dr.  Bernard,  in  his  above  cited  fermon,  like- 
v/ife  tells  us,  that  cardinal  Richlieu  did,  about 
the  fame  time,  make  him  an  invitation  to 
come  into  France,  with  a  promile  of  a  very 
noble  penfion,  and  freedom  of  his  religion 
there  ;  and  that  this  is  not  unlikely  may  be 
proved  from  the  great  honour  that  cardinal- 
had  for  him,  wlrich  he  expreifed  by  a  letter  full 
i  3  •    of 
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of  kindnefs  and  refpefl,  accompanied  with  a 
gold  medal  of  confiderable  value,  having  his 
own  effigies  ftamped  upon  it,  which  is  iiill 
preferved  ;  thefe  were  fent  him  upon  his  pu- 
hliihing  his  work,  De  Primordiis  Ecclefiarum 
Britanicarum,  which  prcfent  was  alfo  returned 
by  the  lord  primaie,  by  a  letter  of  than!;?, 
with  ahandfome  prefent  of  frilh  grey-hounds, 
and  other  rarities  which  that  country  afforded. 
But  it  pleaf-d  his  niajeity  to  provide  for  hin 
iTJuch  better  in  England,  by  conferring  on 
him  the  bifnopric  of  Carlifle  (then  void  by 
the  death  of  Dr.  Potter)  to  hold  in  commen  • 
dam  ;  this,  though  very  much  abated  by  the 
Scotch  and  Englilh  armies  quartering  upon  it, 
as  alfo  by  the  unhappy  wars  which  not  long 
after  followed  ;  yet  he  made  fhift  to  fubfift 
upon  it,  with  fome  other  helps,  until  that  re- 
bellious houfe  of  commons  feized  upon  all  bi- 
iljops  lands;  and  though,  in  confideration  of 
liis  great  loifes  in  Ireland,  as  alfo  of  his  own 
rneritf,  and  to  mai<e  him  fome  fatisfaftion  for 
vv'ii?.?  they  took  away,  they  voted  him  a  pen- 
iion  of  ibur  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  yet 
1  cannot  hear  that  he  ever  received  it  above 
once,  or  tvice  at  mo't  ;  for  the  Independant 
faCiion  getting  uppermof^,  foori  put  an  end  to 
thar.  pavment. 

His  majelty  having  now  left  London,  by 
reafon  of  the  tumults  there,  and  the  undutiful- 
tiefs  of  the  houfe  of  comracns  towards  him, 
the  lord  primate  being  .more  deeply  afHiftea 
for  Lhofe  breaches,  than  for  ^11  his  own  fufFer- 
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ings  having  now  no  more  fati^faclion  in  abid- 
ing longer  in  London,  he  reiolved  to  reiijcvs 
thence  for  Oxford,  not  long  before  his  ma. 
jefty's  coming  thither  :  and  here,  though  the 
lord  primate's  outward  condition  was  mucn. 
lellened,  to  what  it  was  before,  yet  his  great- 
nefs  being  founded  upon  a  more  foiid  bottora 
than  riches,  and  outward  fplendor,  he  was  re- 
ceived with  the  fame,  or  rather  greater  kiud- 
nefs  and  refped  than  before. 

The  reverend  Dr.  Prideaux,  bilhop  of. 
.Worceiler  (his  good  friend)  lent  him  his  houle 
adjoining  to  Exeter-college,  \vhich  he  accept- 
^  of,  as  being  near  his  bcfi-nefs  at  the  public 
library,  where  he  now  purf^ed  his  ftudies,. 
preparing  divers  treatifes  for  the  public  view, 
fome  of  which  he  alio  printed  thexe,  nor  did  he 
lefs  endeavour  to  beferviceable  to  men's  fo-iiky.. 
ihan  to  the  commonwealth  of  learning,  prcach- 
inp-  commonly  at  one  church  or  other, 
every  funday,  and  for  great  part  of  the  timt-,.. 
ifr  the  forenoons,  fcmciinies  atSt:  Olaves,  and 
fometimes  at  Alhallows,  where  he  had  ccn- 
ilaiuly  a  great  audience,. both  of  fcholars  and 
ethers  ;  where,  notwith Handing  the  learnud- 
ficfs  of  mod  of  his  hearers, .  he  rather  chofe  a 
plain  fubftantial  way  of  preaching,  for  the  pro- 
mcting  of  piety  and  virtue,  than  ftudied.elo- 
Cjuence,  or  a  vain  ollentation  of  learning  ;  1  ■  • 
that  he  quite  put  out  of  countenance  tha.: 
w.indy,  affected   fort   of  oratory,   v.'hich   v...; 


176       BRITISH    PLUTARCH. 

then  much  in  ufe,  called  fiorid  preaching,  or 
l^rong  lines. 

This  fummer  the  lord  printate  was  nominat- 
ed (though  againft  his  defire)  to  be  one  of 
the  afTembly  of  divines  at  Weftminfter,  as 
were  alfo  Dr.  Browning,  bifhop  of  Exeter; 
Dr.  Weflfield,  bifhop  of  Briftol,  and  divers 
others  of  the  orthodox  clergy,  but  the  lord 
primate  neither  approved  of  the  authority 
that  named  him,  nor  yet  of  the  bufmefs  they- 
in^taboutj  To  that  he  never  troubled  himfelf  to 
go  thither  3  but  when  that  mock  aflembly 
found  he  fcornedto  come, among  them,  they 
complained  of  him  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
whofoon  voted  him  out  again  ;  which  yet  the 
archbifhop  took  more  kindly,  than  their  chu- 
fing  him  into  it^  and  now  when  this  prevalent 
fadion,  fitting  at  Weltminfter,  found  that  the 
archbilhop  was  not  for  their  turn,  but  to  the 
contrary,  had  in  divers  fermons  at  Oxford^ 
preached  againll  th^ir  rebellious  proceedings, 
they  were  fo  enraged  at  him,  that  the  com  • 
mittee  they  had  appointed  for  delinquent's 
eftates:  (as  they  nick- named  thofe  who  now 
faithfully  ferved  their  prince)  made  an  order 
for  the  feizing  of  a  ftudy  of  books  of  a  con- 
liderable  value,  v.'hich  he  had  either  brought 
over  with  him,  or  bought  here,  and  were  left 
behind  in  Chelfea- college,  which  were  feized^ 
r.ccordingly,  and  had  been  fold  by  them,  had 
rot  Dr.  Featly,  who  vvas  then  in  fom€  favour- 
with.,, them,  by  rcafon    0':  his  being  one    tliat 

ilit; 
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fat  in  that  aflenibly  (though  othervvife  er-tho-^ 
dxjx,  and  loy^!)  made  an  intereH:  with  them^. 
by  the  means  of  Pv.ir.  Selden  (a  memberof  the 
hoLjfe,  as  ah'o  of  the  ailembly)  to  obtain  thofg 
books  for  his  own  ufe^  either  as  a  gift,  or  by 
laying  down  fome  money  for  them  ;.  and  fo^ 
got  them  into  his  hands,  and  fecared  them- 
for  my  lord  primate's  ufe,  at  leaft  as  many  oF 
them  as  were  not  embezzled,  or  ftolen  away 
whilft  they  were  in  their  cullody,  as  amongi 
other  things  divers  papers  and  colledtions  of 
his  own  wTiting,  with  all  his  lettersj  either  to,- 
or  from  his  learned  friends  (which  he  had  left 
behind  him  there)  were  then  plundered. 

And  now  it  being  given  out,  that  Oxford 
would  foon  be  befiegcd,  and  that  the  king 
would  fpeedily  quit,  that  place,,  tha  lord  pri- 
mate was  advifed  by.  his  friends  (if  it  were 
poflible  to  be  avoided)  not  to  run  that  hazard, 
aud  therefore  having  been  befoie  invited  by 
his  fon-in-Iaw,  Sir  Timothy  Tirrel  (who  had 
married  his  only  daughter)  to  come  to  them 
at  Caerdifre  in  Wales  (.vv.h;2re-the  faid  Sir  Ti- 
mothy was  then  governor,. and  general  of  the 
crJnance,  under  the  lord  Gerard,  lieutenant- 
general  of  his  majelry's  forces  in  South  Wales) 
the  lord  primate  refolved  to  accept  that  invi- 
tation, and  lb  having  taken  leave  of  his  m.-ijef- 
ty,  he,  with  his  approbation,  toolc.  the  op- 
portunity of  waiting  upou  hi.-5  highneis  the 
prince  of  Wales  as  far  as  Brillol,  and  from 
thence  he  went  to  CaerdifFe,  where  his  fon  . 
and  daughter  welcomed  liim^  with  all  that  jo^' 
1  5  and. 


178      BRITISH    r^LtlTARCH 

and  afFeilion  which  fo  good  a  father,   after  fo 

long  an  abfence,  could  expect. 

Here  he  ftayed  almoll  a  year,  free  from  the 
dangers  of  war,  this  being  a  ftrong  garrifon, 
and  well  manned,  which  invited  many  per- 
fons  of  quality  to  come  thither  for  fafety,  fo 
that  the  lord  primate  had  a  good  opportunity 
to  purfue  his  fludies,  having  brought  many 
chefts  of  books  along  with  him  ;  and  he  now 
made  a  great  progrel's  in  the  lirft  part  of  his 
annalSi 

Whilil  he  was  at  CaerdiiFe,  hismajefty,  after 
the  fatal  battle  of  Nafeby,  came  into  Wales, 
to  my  lord  marquis  of  Worcefter's,  at  Rag- 
jand  ;  and  from  thence  to  Caerdiffe,  where  he 
ilayed  fome  days  ;  and  the  lord-primate  then 
enjoyed  the  fatisfadion,  though  upon  a  fad 
occafion,  of  his  majefty's  excellent  converfa- 
tion  in  the  fame  houfe,  who  received  him  with 
his  wonted   kindnefs  and  favour. 

Whilft  he  was  there,  the  lord -primate 
preached  before  him  in  the  caftle  ;  and,  when 
his  majefly  went  away,  and  that  the  lord- 
primate  had  taken  his  leave  of  him,  he  de- 
clared, that  nothing  came  nearer  to  his  heart 
than  the  imminent  danger  of  the  king  and 
church,  with  the  efFufion  of  fo  much  Chriftian 
blood. 

His  majefty's  neceflities  now  not  permitting 
him  to  leave  many  men  in  garrifons,  he  was 
forced  to  unfurniih  this,  as  well  .is  others,  of 
its  foldiers  and  ammunition  ;  fo  that  Sir  Ti- 
mothy Tyrrel  was  forced  to  quit  that  govern- 

men;: 
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ment;  'by  reafon  of  which,  the  arclibiniop, 
being  forced  to  remove.was  in  a  great  ilrait 
whither  to  go,  the  ways  from  thence  to  Oxford 
being  all  cut  oft  by  the  enemy  ;  fo  that  he  had 
fome  thoughts,  being  near  the  fea,  of  going 
over  into  JFrance,  or  Kolland  ;  to  both  which 
places  he  had  been  before  invited,  as  bath 
been  already  mentioned  :  bur,  whilft  be  vvna 
in  this  perplexity,  the  lady- dowager  Stradling 
fent  him  a  kind  'invitatioivtp  come  to  her  caftle  ,. 
of  St.  Donates  as  fcou  as  he  pleafed  ;  %vh.iclj 
he  accepted  as  a  great  favour:  hat.  by  the 
time  he  was  ready  to  -gc,-  with  his  daughter, 
the  lady  Tyrrel,  the  cciintry  thereabouts  was 
up  in  arms,  in  a  tumultuous  manner,- to  the 
number  often  thoufand,  as  was  fuppofed,  who 
chofe  themfelves  officers  to  form  them  in  a- 
body,  pretending  for  the  kingi  but  yet  would 
not  be  governed  by  Engliia  commanders,  or 
fufFer  any  EngliOi  garrifons  in  the  country. 

This  gave  the  lord -primate  a  frelh  diiturb- 
ance,  the    Welih   men  lying  upon   the   ways 
between  that  place  and  St.  Donat^^-  but  there  , 
were   fome  at    that   time  in    Caerdirfe,    vvho  - 
would  needs  undertake   to   convey  the- lord- 
primate,  and  his  company,  through  bye-ways, 
fo  that  he  might  avoid  this  tumultuous  rab-- 
bie  ;  which,  though  it  might  be  well  advifed 
by  the  then  governor  of  CaerdifFe,  and  was 
faithfully  enough  executed  by  them  that  un/ 
dertooli  it,  yet  happened  very  ill  for  my  lord  . 
and  thofe  that  were  with  him  ;  for  going  by 
fome  private  ways  near  the  mountains,  tirey. 
I  6  fell 
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fell  into  a  flrdggllng  party  that  were  fcouting-, 
thereabouts,  who.  fcon  led  them  to  their  main 
body,  where  it  wa^  crime  enouoh  they  were 
Engiiili  ;    Co.  that  they   immediately    fell    to- 
plundering  and"  breaking  open  the  lord-pri- 
mate!s  cheib  of  books  and  other  things  which, 
he  then  had  with  him  ;  ranfacking  all  his  nia- 
nugjripis  and  papers,  many  of  them  of  his  own 
hand- writing  ;   and,    not    content  with   this, 
they'l^il^d  the  lord  primate,  and  his  daughter^ 
and   otl^p  ladles  from  their  horfes  ;  all  which 
the   lord-piimate    bore    with  his  wonted  pa- 
tience, and  a  Teeming    unconcerncdnefs  :  but- 
now  fome  of  their  officers   comiiig  in  (which, 
were  of  the    gentry    of  the  country)  feemed, 
very,  niuch  afharaed   of  this  barbarous  treat- 
ment, and  by  force,    or  fair   means,   caufed . 
their  horfes,  and  other  things:,  which  were  ta- 
ken from  them,   to  be  reilored;  but  as  for  the 
books  and  papers,  they  were  got  into  too  ma- 
ny  hands    to  be  then  retrieved ;     nor   were 
tii^'f^^  gentlemen  fatisiied  with  this,    but  fome 
of  "them    very  civilly  conduded  him  through-. 
the   reft    of  this    tumultuous  rabble,    to  Sir. 
John  Aul^ery's    houfe,  not  far    off,  where  he  • 
was   civilly  receivf^  and  lodged  that  night. 
The  next  day  diii:.eS  of  the  neighbouring  gen- 
try and  ckrgy.came  to  vifit  him,   and  to  con- 
dole tiiis  irreparable    lofs ;  promifing  to    do 
their   utmoft  endeavours,  that  what  books  or 
papers  v.'ere  not  burnt  or  torn,    fhould   be  re- 
stored :  and  fo  very  civilly  waited  on  him  to 
S.t,  Donates  :  and  to  let  you   fee    that   thefe 

gentlemea. 
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gentlemen  and    minivers,  did  not  only    pro- 
zoife  k,  but  were  alfo  able  to  perform  it,  they 
ufed    their    power    with    the    people,     pub- 
liiliino  in    the  churches   all  over  thofe  parts, 
that  all  that  had    any  fuch  books,    or  papers,, 
fhould  bring  them  to  their  miniilers,   or  land- 
lords, which  they  accordingly    did  j  fo  that; 
in  two  or  three  months  there  were  brought  in 
to  him,  by  parcslsj.  all  his  books  and  papers, 
{o  fully,  that  being  put  all  together  there  were 
found  not  many  wanting. 

Whiht  the  lord  primate  was  at  St,  Donates, 
he  rpent  his  time,  chiefly  in  looking  over  the 
booK.s  and  manufcripts  in  the  library  in  that 
caftle,  and  which  had  been  coUecled  by  Sir 
Edward  Stradling,  a  great  antiquary,  and 
friend  of  Mr.  Cambden's;  and  out  of  thefe 
manufcripts  the  lord  primate  made  many 
choice  coiledions  of  the  Britiih,  or  Welch- 
antiquity. 

Within  a  little  more  than,  a  month  after  my 
lord  primate's  coming  hither,  he  was  taken . 
with  a  iharp  and  dangerous  illnefs,  which  be- 
gan at  firil  with  a  ftranguary  and  fuppreffion  of 
urine,  with  extremity  of  torture,  which  at 
laft  caufed  a  violent  bleeding  at  the  nofe,  for 
near  forty  hours  tegether  ;  without  any  confi- 
derable  intermiffion  ;.  no  means  applied  could 
Hop  it,  fo  that  the  phyficians,  and  all  about 
him,  defpairedof  his  life,  till  at  lafl  (they  ap- 
pjeheniing  he  was  expiring)  it|llopped  of  it- 
I'elf  ;  he  lay  a  good  while  in  a  trance  ; 
bjit.it  is  worth  the  remembering,  that  whilfl- 

he 
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he  was  in  the  midft  of  his  pain,  as  alfo  his 
bleeding,  he  was  Hill  patient,  praifing  God, 
and  refigning  up  himfelf"  to  his  \vill>  and  giv- 
ing all  thofe  about  him,  or  that  come  to  vifit 
him,  excellent  heavenly  advice  to  a  holy  life^ 
and  due  preparation  for  death,  e're  its  agonies 
feized  them  ;  laying,  it  is  a  dangerous  thing 
to  leave  all  undone,  till  our  laft  ficknefs ;  I 
fear  a  deathbed  repentance  will  avail  us  lit- 
tle, if  we  have  lived  vainly,  and  vicioufly, 
and  negleded  our  converfion,  till  we  can  fin 
no  longer  ;  and  then,  faid  he,  you  v^ill  find 
the  comfort  of  it  at  your  death  :  and  your 
change  will  be  happy. 

After  the  lord  primate  had  fully  recover- 
ed his  ftrength  at  St.  Donates,  and  been 
moft  kindly  entertained,  aqd  tenderly  ufed  du^ 
ring  his  great  weaknefs,  by  the  lady  of  that 
place,  he  began  to  confider  where  next  to 
remove,  but  the  king's  affairs  growing  every 
day  more  defperate,  and  Oxford  like  ipeedily 
to  be  taken,  there  was  "no  returning  thither; 
nor  yet  had  he  mind  to  truft  himfelf  at  Lon- 
don, the  faction  there  being  very  much  exaf- 
perated  againft  him ;  therefore  he  began  to 
reaflume  his  former  thoughts  of  paffing  beyond 
the  feas,  and  upon  this  endeavoured  to  get  a 
vefTel  for  his  tranfportation  (having  before 
obtained  a  pafs  from  the  earl  of  Warwick,  then 
admiral,  for  that  purpofe)  but  when  he  had 
a  veffel  prepared  for  him,  there  came  into  the 
road,  before  Caerdiffe,  a  fquadron  of  fhips, 
«nder  the  command  of  one  Molton,  vice-ad- 
miral 
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miral  for  the  parliament:  whereupon  the  lord 
primate  fent  to  him  (being  then  afhore  at 
Caerdiffe)  to  know  if  he  would  fuffcr  him  to 
go  by  him  ;  and  fhewed  him  the  pafs  above- 
raentioned,  to  which  Molton  returned  a  rude, 
and  threatning  anfvver,  abfolutely  refu.lng  it, 
and  faying,  if  he  could  get  him  into  his  hands, 
he  would  fend  him  a  prifoner  to  ths  parlia- 
ment ;  by  which  you  may  fee  how  highly  en- 
raged thofe  of  that  faftion  were  againft  this 
good  biihop,  for  adhering  to  the  king.  He 
being  thus  difappointed  in  his  defign,  attempt- 
ed it  no  farther.  And  not  long  after  came  to 
him  a  mod  kind  invitation  from  that  noble 
lady,  the  countefs  dowager  of  Peterborough, 
to  come  and  make  his  abode  with  her,  and 
ihe  would  engage  that  he  fhould  not  be  mo- 
lelled,  but  have  all  accommodations  fuitable 
to  his  condition,  and  the  great  afFeifiion  and 
elleem  ihe  had  for  him,  as  a  return  for  thofe 
benefits  fhe.had  formerly  received  from  him, 
in  converting  her  lord,  and  fecuring  herfelf 
from  popery  ;  as  has  been  already  related  : 
fo,  after  feme  confideration,  he  thought  fit  to 
accept  this  kind  ofi^er  ;  and  after  having  ob- 
tained pafTes  for  his  journey,  he  left  St.  Do- 
nates, after  almoft  a  year's  refidence  there. 
But  it  muft  not  be  forgotten,  that  before  he 
left  Wales,  the  great  expences  of  his  ficknefs, 
and  removals  in  the  year  paft,  had  much  re- 
duced him,  as  to  his  purfe,  nor  knew  he 
where  to  get  it  fupplied  ;  when  it  pleafed 
God  to  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  divers  worthy 

perfon3 
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perfons  of  that  country,  to  confider  that  the. 
lord  primate  had  not  only  fuffered  much  by^ 
the  rudenefs  of  the  rabble  (as  hath  been  al- 
ready related)  but  alfo  by  a  long  and  expen- 
iive  ficknefs  :  fo  they  fent  him,  unknown  to 
each  other,  divers  confidsi able  fums ;  fo  that. 
he  had  in  a  few  weeks  enough  to  fupply  all 
his  prefent  occafions,  and  alfo  to  defray  the 
expences  of  his  journey  into  England,.  This 
the  good  bifliop  accounted  a  fpecial  provi- 
dence, and  was  very  thankful  for  it. 

So  the  lord  primate  arrived  Cafe  at  the. 
countei"s  of  Peterborough's  houfe  in  London, 
in  June  follovv/ing,  where  he  was  moft  kindly 
received  by  her;  and  from  this  time  he  com- 
monly refided  with  her,  at  fome  or  other  of 
her  houfes,  till  his  death:  where  now  he  met 
with  a  fre(h  difturbance:  there  was  an  order 
of  parliament,  that  whofoever  fhould  come. 
from  any  of  the  king's  garrifons,  to  London,, 
muft  fignify  their  names  to  the  corimittee  at 
Goldfmiths-hall,  and  there  give  notice  of  their 
being  in  town,  and  where  they  lodged.  Ac- 
cordingly, June  the  eighteenth,  he  fent  to 
Goldfmiths-hall  to  acquaint  them,  that  he  v,as 
in  town,  and  at  the  countefs  of  Peterborough's 
houfe,  but  they  re fu fed  to  take  notice  of  his 
being  in  town,  withoiiL  his  perfonal  appear- 
ance ;  fo  upon  a  fum.raons  fent  from  the  com- 
mittee of  examinations  at  Wcilminfter,  he  ap- 
peared before  them  (being  advifed  by  his 
friends  fo  to  do)  they  ftridlly  examined  him,, 
where   he  had  been  ever  fmce  his  departure 

from  , 
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ftom  London,  and  whether  he  had  any  leave 
for  his  going  from  London  to  Oxford  ;  he 
anfwered,  he  had  a  pafs  from  a  committee- 
of  both  houfes  ;  they  demanded  farther,  whe-- 
therSir  Charles  Coote  or  any  other,  ever  defi- 
red  him  to  ufe  his  power  with  the  king,  for  a 
toleration  of  religion  in  Ireland  ?  He  an- 
fwered, that  neither  Sir  Charles  Coote,  nor' 
any  other,  ever  moved  any  fuch  thing  to  him, 
but  that  as  foon  as  he  heard  of  the  L-ilh  agent's 
coming  to  Oxford,  he  went  to  the  king,  and 
befeeched  his  majelly  not  to  do  any  thing 
with  the  Irifli,  in  point  of  religion,-  without 
his  knowledge  :  which  his  majeiiy  promifed 
he  would  not  ;  and  when  the  point  of  tolera- 
tion ^came  to  be  debated  at  the  council-board, 
the  king,  with  all  the  lords  there,  abfolutely 
denied  it  ;  and  he  profeiTed  for  his  part,  that 
he  was  everagainft  it,  as  a  thing  dangerous  to 
theproteftant  religion  :  having  anfwered  thefe 
queries,  the  rhairman  of  the  committee  oifered 
him  the  negative  oath  (which  had  been  made 
en  purpofe  for  all  thofe  that  had  adhered  to 
the  king,  or  came  from  any  of  his  garrifons) 
but  hedefired  time  to  confider  of  that,  and 
fo  he  was  difmiffed,  and  appeared  no  more; 
for  Mr.  Selden^  and  others  of  his  friends  in 
the  houfe,  made  ufe  of  their  intereft  to  put  a 
Hop  to  that  trouble.  Not  long  after  this,  he 
retired  with  the  countefs  of  Peterborough  tO- 
her  houfe  at  Rygate  in  Surry,  v»'here  he  often 
preached,  either  in  her  chapel,  or  in  the  pa- 
riih  church  of  that  place,  and  always  whilft  he- 
continued. 
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continued  there,  frequently  reforted  to  him 
many  of  the  beil:  of  the  gentry  and  clergy 
thereabouts,  as  well  to  enjoy  his  excellent 
converfation,  as  for  his  opinion  and  advice  in 
matters  of  religion. 

About  the  beginning  of  this  year,  ^647,  he 
was  chofen  by  the  honourable  fociety  of  Lin- 
coln's-inn,  to  be  their  preacher,  which,  alter 
fome  foUicitations,  he  accepted,  and  the  trea- 
furer,  £nd  benchers  of  that  houfe  (whereof 
his  good  friend  Mr.  Hales,  fmce  lord  chief 
juilice,  was  one)  ordered  him  handfome  lodg- 
ings, ready  furnilhed  ;  as  alio  divers  rooms  for 
his  library,  which  was  about  this  time  brought 
up  from  Cheller. 

Here  he  was  moft  kindly  received,  and 
treated  with  all  refpefl  and  honour,  conftantly 
p-rcaching  ali  the  time  fo-r  almoft  eight  years, 
till,  at  laff,  his  eye~flght  and  teeth  began  to 
fail  him,  fo  that  he  could  not  be  well  heard  m 
{o  large  a  congregation,  he  was  forced,  about 
a  year  and  a  half  before  his  death,  to  quit  that 
place,  to  the  great  trouble  of  that  honourable 
lociery. 

After  the  lord  primate  had  gone  and  taken 
his  lall  leave  of  his  majeily,  at  Carifbrook 
caiHe,  in  the  Ifle  of  Wighr,  he  returned  to 
Southampton,  in  Cj^dcF  to  his  going  towards 
London  ;  where  he  was  kindly  received  by 
the  chief  of  the  town,  and  withal  entreated  to 
preach  there  the  next  day,  being  Sunday  5 
but  when  he  thought  of  complying  with  their 
deiire,  the  governor  of  the  garrifon  hearing  of 
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it,  came  to  the  lord-primate,  and  told  him. 
He  had  been  informed,  he  intended  to  preach 
on  the  morrow  ;  to  which  he  anfwered,  Yes^. 
'twas  true.  He  replied,  that  it  might  be,  at 
that  time,  of  ill  confequence  to  the  place,  and 
therefore  wifhed  him  to  forbear,  for  they  could 
not  permit  it. 

Not  long  after  his  return  to  London,  his  ma- 
jelly  was  brought  up  thither  as  a  prifoner  by 
the  army,  in  order  to  that  wicked  piece  of 
pageantry  which  they  called  his  tryal  ;  and 
now,  too  Toon  after,  came  that  fatal  thirtieth 
of  January,  (never  to  be  mentioned,  or  thought 
on,  by  all  good  men,  without  grief  and  de- 
teilation)  on  which  was  perpetuated  the  mcft 
execrable  villainy,  under  the  pretence  of  juf- 
tice,  that  ever  was  adled  fince  the  world-  hs~. 
gan  ;  a  king  murdered  by  his  own  rubjetts^. 
before  his  own  palace,  in  the  face  of  the  fun  : 
for  which  the  lord-primate"  was  fo  deeply  fen- 
fible  and  afHided,  that  he  kept  that  day  as  a  , 
private  fall  fo  long  as  he  lived. 

After  the  fad  tragedy  of  his  majelty's  death, 
the  government  (if  it  may  be  fo  called,  was. 
rranaged  by  a  corrupt  oligarc^Ay,  until  Oliver 
Cromwell  turned  them  oiuand  fet  himfelf  up 
for  proteflor,  by  the  help  of  hi?  army  and 
creatures,  though  v^'ith  equal  tyrahpy  and  ar- 
bitrarinefs  as  the   former. 

.We  cannot  now  omit  to  take  notice,  that 
Oliver  Cromwell,  to  make  the  world  believe 
that  he  did  not  perfecute  men  for  religion,  had 
for  fome  time  before  thisfhewed  favour  to  fome 
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of  the  orthodox  clergy ;  (o  that  it  is  the  lefs' 
wonder  if  he  alfo  fent  for  the  lord-primate 
to  come  to  him,  who  was  at  iirll:  unwilling  to 
go  ;  but  confidering  that  his  refufal  would  but 
exafperate  him,  he  went  accordingly,  and  was 
received  by  Cromwell  with  great  outward 
kindnefs  and  civility,  and  promifed  the  arch- 
biiliopric  of  Armagh  for  twenty-one  years, 
which  my  lordprimate  thought  it  no  harm  to 
accept.  But  Cromwell  relenting  of  his  pro- 
mife,  delayed  paihng  the  grant  as  long  as  the 
lord-primate  lived  ;  and,  by  an  imputation  of 
malignancy  to  the  lord-primate's  fon-in-law 
and  daughter,  he  fi-eed  himfelf  from  that  pro- 
rnife. 

Cromwell  bt?ing  now  highly  enraged  againil. 
the  loyal  party,  began  now  to  difcharge  part 
his  rage  upon  the  orthodox  clergVj  forbfd- 
ing  them,  under  great  penalties,  to  teach 
fchools,  or  to  perform  any  part  of  their  mi- 
ijllerial  funilion  :  whereupon  fome  of  the 
moft  confiderable  epifcopal  clergy  defired  the 
lord-primate  that  he  would  ufe  his  intereft 
with  Cromwell  to  allow  them  the  freedom  of 
ferving  God  in  their  private  congregations, 
according  to  the  Liturgy  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land :  which,  agreeable  to  their  defirc,  hedidj, 
and  v/as  at  lafl  promifed  that  they  Ihould  not 
be  moleded  if  they  meddled  not  wiih  matters 
relating  to  his  government;  but,  whtn  the 
lord-primnte  went  to  get  this  promife  ratiiied,. 
he  faid,  that  he  had  fmce  confideredit  in  coun- 
cil, and  founa  it  not   fafe   for   him  to  grant 
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liberty  of  confcience  to  thofe  fort  of  men  who 
were  reftlefs  and  implacable  enemies  to  him 
and  his  government ;  and  fo  taking  a  courte- 
ous leave  of  the  lord  primate,  he  left  him 
without  doubt  that  it  was  in  vain  to  urge  his 
'fuitany  farther. 

Not  long  after  this,  viz.  about  the  middle 
of  February  following,  he  went  from  London 
to  Rygate,  taking  his  laft  leave  of  his  friends 
and  relations,  who  never  had, the  happinefs  of 
feeing  him  again  :  and,  not  long  before  his 
death.  Dr.  Parr  preaching  a  fermon  there, 
where  this  good  bifhop  was  prefent,  after 
church  he  was  pleafed  to  confer  with  him  in 
private,  and  fpake  to  this  eifedl : 

*'  I  thank  you  for  your  fermon,  I  am  going 
out  of  this  world,  and  I  now  defire,  accord- 
ing to  your  text  (Col.  iii.  12.)  to  feek  thofe 
things  which  are  above,  where  Chrift  litteth 
on  the  right  hand  of  God  ;  and  to  be  with 
iiim  in  heaven." 

So  that  all  his  difcourfe  was  of  heavenly 
things,  as  if  his  better  part  had  been  there  al- 
ready, freed  from  the  body  and  all  terrene 
affedions  ;  and  he  feemed  as  if  he  were  feri- 
oufly  confidering  his  fpiritual  flate,  and  making 
ready  for  his  departure,  which  he  now  fliortly 
expedled;  for,  on  the  twentieth  of  March,  the 
day  he  fell  fick,  after  he  had  been  moft  part  of 
it,  as  long  as  he  had  light,  at  his  rtudy,  he 
went  from  thence  to  vifit  a  gentlewoman  then 
fick  in  the  houfe,  giving  her  moll  excellent 
preparatives  for  death,    together  with  other 
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holy  advice,  for  almoft  an  hour,  that  night, 
■after  fupper,  he  firft  complained  of  his  hip, 
judging  it  to  be  a  touch  of  the  fciatica,  which 
he  had  many  years  before.  Next  morning 
early  he  complained  of  a  great  pain  in  his  fide  ; 
and,  a  phyfician  being  fent  for,  he  prefcribed 
what  he  thought  convenient  in  that  cafe  ;  but 
it  could  not  thereby  be  removed,  but  rather 
encreafed  more  and  more  upon  him. 

Upon  fome  abatement  of  the  torture,  he  ad- 
vifed  thofe  about  him  to  provide  for  death  in 
the  time  of  health,  that  then  they  might  have 
nothing  elfe  to  do  but  to  die.  Then  taking 
his  leave  of  the  countefs  of  Peterborough,  by 
whom  he  had  been  fo  long  and  kindly  enter- 
tained, and  giving  her  many  thanks  for  all  her 
kindnefs  to  him,  with  excellent  fpiritual  cou~n- 
cll,  as  a  return  for  all  her  favours. 

Then  he  defired  to  be  left  to  his  own  private 
devotions ;  after  which,  the  lafl  words  he  was 
heard  to  utter,  about  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, praying  for  forgivenefs  of  fins,  were 
thefe :  viz.  O  Lord  forgive  me,  efpecially  my 
fins  of  omiffion !  So  prefently  after  this,  in 
fure  hopes  of  a  glorious  immortality,  he  fell 
^ileep,  to  the  great  grief  and  aiHidion  of  the 
faid  countefs,  who  could  never  fufficiently  la- 
ment her  own  and  the  church's  great  lofs,  by 
his  too  fudden  departure  out  of  this  life. 
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